
Some of Western Australia’s 
Threatened Animal Species 



Banded Hare-wallaby / Munning (Mala) 
⧫ Listing: Vulnerable 

⧫ Latin Name: Lagostrophus fasciatus fasciatus 

⧫ Description: Nocturnal, small marsupial with 

a short nose and grey fur speckled with 

yellow and silver. 

⧫ Diet: Herbivore; grasses and shrubs. 

⧫ Habitat: Under thickets of Acacia on 

sandplains. Previously found in south-west 

Australia but now only found on a number of 

islands in Shark Bay (Bernier, Dorre, & Faure 

Islands). 

⧫ Threats: Introduced species (feral cats, 

foxes, black rats), fires, & disease. 

⧫ Fun fact: There were no banded hare wallabies 

on Faure Island but a population was 

successfully introduced in 2004 and are doing 

well. 

Image source: http://www.australianwildlife.org/media/59032/banded-hare-wallaby_dsc8806scrn.jpg 



Bilby 
⧫ Listing: Vulnerable 

⧫ Latin Name: Macrotis lagotis 

⧫ Description: Nocturnal, small marsupial with 

a long snout, big rabbit-like ears, and a 

long tail; bilbies tend to be grayish brown 

in color. 

⧫ Diet: Omnivore; insects, seeds, spiders, 

bulbs, fruit, fungi, and very small animals. 

⧫ Habitat: Burrows in diverse habitats from 

Mitchell grass to stony downs, sandplains, & 

dunefields; in Northeastern WA and central 

NT. 

⧫ Threats: Changing fire regimes, competition 

with herbivores for resources, foxes & feral 

cats. 

⧫ Fun fact: They do not drink water at all, 

getting all their moisture from Diet. 

Image source: http://www.australianwildlife.org/media/66801/greater-bilby_wlawler_sml.jpg 



Black-footed Tree-rat (Djintamoonga) 
⧫ Listing: Vulnerable 

⧫ Latin Name: Mesembriomys gouldii 

⧫ Description: A large, nocturnal, 

arboreal, native rodent, on average 

between 250-310 mm and 650-880g. They 

have grey fur with black ears and black 

tail with a white tip. 

⧫ Diet: Mostly herbivore; fruits and seeds 

with some invertebrates, flowers, and 

grasses. 

⧫ Habitat: Savanna lands in dense foliage 

where they make their homes in the holes 

of trees. Ranging from the Kimberley, WA 

to Cape York, QLD. 

⧫ Threats: Feral cats and habitat decline. 

⧫ Fun fact: They are very strong and 

quick, mother’s frequently sprint with 

their children clutched onto her belly. 

 Image source: http://www.australianwildlife.org/media/53386/black-footed-tree-rat2.jpg 

http://www.australianwildlife.org/media/53386/black-footed-tree-rat2.jpg


Blue Whale 
⧫ Listing: Endangered 

⧫ Latin Name: Balaenoptera musculus 

⧫ Description: Incredibly large, 

average size is 25 m, baleen whale 

that is is blue-grey with light gray 

mottling. 

⧫ Diet: Carnivores; eat zooplankton and 

small fish. 

⧫ Habitat: All oceans but are not 

usually found in the arctic region. 

⧫ Threats: Commercial whaling. 

⧫ Fun fact: The blue whale is the 

largest animal ever known to exist; 

the largest blue whale was over 181 

tons and 31 m long. 

Image source: http://media.npr.org/assets/news/2010/02/05/whale-83211b46cbd3936dfe91f263f0faaaaddfc556b7-s6-c30.jpg 

http://media.npr.org/assets/news/2010/02/05/whale-83211b46cbd3936dfe91f263f0faaaaddfc556b7-s6-c30.jpg


Boodie / Burrowing Bettong 
⧫ Listing: Near Threatened 

⧫ Latin Name: Bettongia lesueur 

⧫ Description: Small, rat-like marsupial 

yellowish-brown in color with a little grey 

underbelly. They have rounded ears and a long 

tail.  

⧫ Diet: Omnivore; mainly seeds, fruits, 

flowers, tubers, termites, roots, fungi, 

grasses. 

⧫ Habitat: Formerly widespread but now thought 

to be extinct on mainland Australia; 

populations on Bernier and Dorre Islands in 

Shark Bary & Barrow Island (Pilbara Coast). A 

subspecies also lives on Barrow Island. 

⧫ Threats: Feral cats, foxes, fire and disease. 

⧫ Fun fact: The boodie lives in burrows and 

sometimes builds a complex underground 

network of tunnels underground. 

 Image source: http://zooinstitutes.com/zoosrating/images/708.jpg 



Brush-tailed Rabbit-rat (Pakooma) 
⧫ Listing: Vulnerable 

⧫ Latin Name: Conilurus penicillatus 

penicillatus 

⧫ Description: A moderately large (150 g), 

nocturnal, partly arboreal species. The rat 

has long ears, brown fur, and a long brush-

tipped tail.  

⧫ Diet: Omnivore; mainly seeds, fruits, flowers, 

termites, grasses, and foliage. 

⧫ Habitat: Primarily resides in tree hollows of 

lowland eucalypt forests and woodlands. Found 

in the Cobourg Peninsula (NT), the Mitchell 

Plateau & Prince Regent National Park (WA). 

Also found in small populations in Papua New 

Guinea. 

⧫ Threats: Changing fire regimes, invasive 

herbivores, & feral cats. 

⧫ Fun fact: The brush-tailed rabbit-rat thrives 

in monsoonal climates. 

 Image source: https://ichef-1.bbci.co.uk/news/624/media/images/80903000/jpg/_80903731_14-17301-small2.jpg 



Fin Whale 
⧫ Listing: Endangered 

⧫ Latin Name: Balaenoptera physalus 

⧫ Description: Incredibly large, second 

only to the blue whale, baleen whale. 

Fin whales can range from brownish to 

dark or light grey with a white 

stomach. They are about 19 m long. 

⧫ Diet: Carnivores; eat zooplankton and 

small fish. 

⧫ Habitat: All oceans but are not usually 

found in the tropics, aside from the 

cool waters of Peru. 

⧫ Threats: Commercial fishing/whaling. 

⧫ Fun fact: The fin whale is one of the 

fastest whales and can reach speeds up 

to 41 km/h although rates of 46 km/h 

have been recorded. 

Image source: http://www.lifegate.com/app/uploads/balenottera-che-salta.jpg 

http://www.lifegate.com/app/uploads/balenottera-che-salta.jpg


Gilbert’s Potoroo (Badaru) 
⧫ Listing: Critically Endangered 

(Australia’s most endangered 

marsupial) 

⧫ Latin Name: Potorous gilbertii 

⧫ Description: Very small, nocturnal, 

brown to gray in color with long 

hind feet, strong claws, and a thin 

pointed snout. 

⧫ Diet: Herbivore; eat a variety of 

truffle-like fungi and sometimes 

berries. 

⧫ Habitat: Dense shrubland on the 

slopes of Mount Gardner. 

⧫ Threats: Foxes, feral cats, fires & 

habitat destruction. 

⧫ Fun fact: There only 30-40 of them 

left in the world. 

Image source: https://ferrebeekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/gilberts-potoroo-zr-298-web-s.jpg 

https://ferrebeekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/gilberts-potoroo-zr-298-web-s.jpg


Golden Bandicoot (Wintarru) 
⧫ Listing: Vulnerable  

⧫ Latin Name: Isoodon auratus auratus & 

Isoodon auratus barrowensis 

⧫ Description: Small (19-30 cm), nocturnal, 

and solitary ground-dwelling marsupials. 

They are golden-brown in color with long 

hind feet and a thin pointed snout. 

⧫ Diet: Omnivore; insects, small mammals & 

reptiles, sea turtle eggs, roots & tubers. 

⧫ Habitat: Limestone caverns/crevices of the 

high rainfall areas of the Kimberley and on 

Barrow and Middle Islands. 

⧫ Threats: Foxes, feral cats & changing fire 

regimes. 

⧫ Fun fact: The golden bandicoot is the 

smallest of its genus. 

Image source: http://www.australianwildlife.org/media/59016/golden-bandicoot-artesian-range-sanctuary-photo-ross-knowles-dsc_7435.jpg 



Hairy Marron (Marron) 
⧫ Listing: Critically Endangered 

⧫ Latin Name: Cherax tenuimanus 

⧫ Description: Large, black or dark 

brown with a serrated spine and its 

characteristic hairy tufts called 

seta. 

⧫ Diet: Omnivore; feeds on dead plants, 

sometimes living ones too, and other 

organic decaying material. 

⧫ Habitat: Deep waters with sandy shores 

and rich vegetation of Margaret River. 

⧫ Threats: Alterations to habitat and 

mating with smooth marron species. 

⧫ Fun fact: It is one of the world’s 

largest crayfish species, weighing up 

to 2.5 kg. The smooth and hairy marron 

were not separated into two species 

until 2002. 
Image sources: http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/5C/5C24C176-8D55-47AA-9187-09939FB8101B/Presentation.Large/hairy-marron-dorsal-view.jpg 

    http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/A7/A746BFC2-EF22-42FF-A0FF-AB0A2E1F0F94/Presentation.Large/hairy-marron-head-close-up.jpg 

http://cdn1.arkive.org/media/5C/5C24C176-8D55-47AA-9187-09939FB8101B/Presentation.Large/hairy-marron-dorsal-view.jpg
http://cdn2.arkive.org/media/A7/A746BFC2-EF22-42FF-A0FF-AB0A2E1F0F94/Presentation.Large/hairy-marron-head-close-up.jpg


Margaret River Burrowing Crayfish (Dil)       
⧫ Listing: Critically Endangered 

⧫ Latin Name: Engaewa pseudoreducta 

⧫ Description: Very small (up to 5 

cm)freshwater crayfish that are semi-

translucent with purple claws and a 

reddish tail.  

⧫ Diet: Omnivores; eats dead and decaying 

plant matter and organic material. 

⧫ Habitat: Swampy, vegetated tributaries of 

the Margaret River. 

⧫ Threats: Alterations to habitat from soil 

compaction, alterations in water 

patterns/removal of water, and 

agriculture. 

⧫ Fun fact: Burrowing crayfish aerate the 

soil which encourages plant growth. 

Image source: https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/documents/plants-animals/threatened-species/recovery_plans/burrowing-crayfish-recovery-plan-41.pdf 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/documents/plants-animals/threatened-species/recovery_plans/burrowing-crayfish-recovery-plan-41.pdf


Night Parrot (Wangawang)  
⧫ Listing: Endangered 

⧫ Latin Name: Pezoporus occidentalis 

⧫ Description: A small, mysterious 

endemic parrot with yellowish 

green and mottled dark brown 

feathers. 

⧫ Diet: Herbivore; seeds of grasses 

and herbs. 

⧫ Habitat: Largely unknown; non-

coastal areas of Triodia grass. 

⧫ Threats: Foxes, feral cats, & 

habitat destruction. 

⧫ Fun fact: They were believed to 

have been extinct because none 

were seen from 1912 to 1979. 

Image source: http://d3lp4xedbqa8a5.cloudfront.net/s3/digital-cougar-assets/AusGeo/2016/08/25/63183/Close-up-of-Night-Parrot-Steve-Murphy.jpg 

http://d3lp4xedbqa8a5.cloudfront.net/s3/digital-cougar-assets/AusGeo/2016/08/25/63183/Close-up-of-Night-Parrot-Steve-Murphy.jpg


Northern Quoll (Quoll) 
⧫ Listing: Endangered 

⧫ Latin Name: Dasyurus hallucatus 

⧫ Description: A predominantly nocturnal, 

marsupial species that is both terrestrial and 

arboreal and is brownish grey in color with 

white spots along its back and a white stomach 

and a long tail. 

⧫ Diet: Primarily carnivorous; eat 

invertebrates, small mammals, birds, lizards, 

snakes, and frogs as well as fleshy fruit 

(like figs). 

⧫ Habitat: Northern Australia in Pilbara, WA, 

the Kimberley region of the Northern 

Territory, and eastern Queensland. They are 

most commonly found in rocky areas and 

eucalyptus forest. 

⧫ Threats: Predation by foxes, dogs and cats; 

disease; land use changes; fire regimes; the 

northern quolls’ consumption of cane toads. 

⧫ Fun fact: A mother northern quoll carries 

about 6 pups at a time! 
Image source: http://www.australianwildlife.org/media/53369/northern-quoll-2.jpg 

http://www.australianwildlife.org/media/53369/northern-quoll-2.jpg


Numbat (Noombat) 
⧫ Listing: Endangered 

⧫ Latin Name: Myrmecobius fasciatus 

⧫ Description: A small-to-medium-sized 

diurnal marsupial with a distinctive 

appearance: bottle brush tail, black and 

white stripes across its back, and a 

black line through the eye. 

⧫ Diet: Carnivore; termites. 

⧫ Habitat: Tree hollows and boroughs in the 

Dryandra Woodland & Perup Nature Reserve 

(WA). 

⧫ Threats: Loss of habitat, predation by 

foxes & cats, & changing fire regimes. 

⧫ Fun fact: The numbat is Western 

Australia’s state animal! 

Image source: http://www.australianwildlife.org/media/66802/numbat.jpg 



Quokka (Quokka) 
⧫ Listing: Vulnerable 

⧫ Latin Name: Setonix brachyurus 

⧫ Description: A nocturnal marsupial that has a 

rounded back and long tail with brown fur. 

⧫ Diet: Herbivore; grasses and leaves. 

⧫ Habitat: South-west WA in low-lying vegetation 

from semi-arid scrub to lush gardens. 

⧫ Threats: Predation by foxes and feral cats, 

changing fire regimes, & habitat loss. 

⧫ Fun fact: Rottnest Island is named after quokka’s 

because when the Dutch explored WA they thought 

that the quokka’s were rats, or “ratte” in Dutch. 

Image source: http://www.natureaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Quokka-%C2%A9-Mathias-Verdon-800x530.jpg 



Rufous Hare-wallaby (Mala) 
⧫ Listing: Vulnerable 

⧫ Latin Name: Lagorchestes hirsutus 

⧫ Description: A small, nocturnal marsupial 

that is rufous (reddish brown) and grey in 

color. 

⧫ Diet: Herbivore; seeds, leaves and herbs. 

⧫ Habitat: Bernier, Dorre, Trimouille, and the 

Montebello Islands. They can be found in 

arid and semi-arid environments in sandy 

plains, dune deserts, and grasslands. 

⧫ Threats: Foxes, feral cats, disease, and 

droughts caused by climate change. 

⧫ Fun fact: The rufous-hare wallaby used to be 

found all over WA and the centre of 

Australia but the only surviving completely 

wild populations (that weren’t relocated) 

are on Bernier and Dorre Islands in Shark 

Bay. 

Image source: http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8398/8712032457_ce8819bbf2_z.jpg 

http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8398/8712032457_ce8819bbf2_z.jpg


Sei Whale  
⧫ Listing: Endangered 

⧫ Latin Name: Balaenoptera borealis 

⧫ Description: A relatively large 

baleen whale that is dark steel gray 

with white markings on the stomach. 

They are, on average, 15 m long. 

⧫ Diet: Carnivore; zooplankton and 

small fish. 

⧫ Habitat: Most seas except for on in 

the polar and tropical zones. 

⧫ Threats: Commercial fishing/whaling. 

⧫ Fun fact: The sei whale is the third 

largest in the baleen family. 

 

Image source: http://assets.worldwildlife.org/photos/340/images/hero_small/HI_257682.jpg?1345519883 

http://assets.worldwildlife.org/photos/340/images/hero_small/HI_257682.jpg?1345519883


Western Quoll / Chuditch (Quoll) 
⧫ Listing: Near Threatened 

⧫ Latin Name: Dasyurus geoffroii 

⧫ Description: Nocturnal marsupial the size 

of a domestic house cat with big dark eyes, 

rounded ears, & a tail. The coloring is 

redish brown with white spots covering the 

back. 

⧫ Diet: Carnivore; large invertebrates, 

reptiles (lizards, snakes, etc.), birds, 

insects, & small mammals. 

⧫ Habitat: Southwest tip of WA in the Jarrah 

forest and surrounding drier woodlands. 

⧫ Threats: Habitat alteration (from clearing 

& changing fire regimes), feral cats & 

foxes. 

⧫ Fun fact: The chuditch is WA’s largest 

endemic mammalian carnivore. 

Image source: http://www.australianwildlife.org/media/59030/chuditch-ali-d.jpg 



Western Ringtail Possum (Ngwayir) 
⧫ Listing: Vulnerable 

⧫ Latin Name: Pseudocheirus occidentalis 

⧫ Description: Nocturnal possum with dark 

grey brown fur and a tail with a 

distinctive white tip. 

⧫ Diet: Herbivores; leaves, shoots, 

flowers, and fruit of jarrah, marri, 

and peppermint trees. 

⧫ Habitat: Mainly eucalyptus forests in 

Southwestern WA. 

⧫ Threats: Foxes & habitat destruction. 

⧫ Fun fact: Lives by itself during the 

day in tree hollows or nests and only 

socializes at night. 

Image source: http://www.abc.net.au/news/image/5971628-1x1-700x700.jpg 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/image/5971628-1x1-700x700.jpg


Western Swamp Turtle (Yarkan)  
⧫ Listing: Critically Endangered  

⧫ Latin Name: Pseudemydura umbrina 

⧫ Description: Short-necked, 

freshwater turtle. They vary in 

color from yellow-brown to almost 

black. 

⧫ Diet: Carnivores; insects, larvae, 

tadpoles, small crustaceans and 

aquatic earthworms. 

⧫ Habitat: Swan Coastal Plain, WA 

Live in the water during 

winter/spring and on land when the 

pools dry. 

⧫ Threats: Habitat destruction 

⧫ Fun fact: They can live for more 

than 50 years! 

Image source: http://www.lochmantransparencies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/western-swamp-tortoise-zn-581-copy.jpg 

http://www.lochmantransparencies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/western-swamp-tortoise-zn-581-copy.jpg


White-Bellied Frog (Kooyar) 
⧫ Listing: Critically Endangered  

⧫ Latin Name: Geocrinia alba 

⧫ Description: Small frog with dark 

brown spots on a lighter brown or 

grey back and a white underside. 

⧫ Diet: Carnivores; small insects. 

⧫ Habitat: Swampy areas by creeks in 

Margaret River; a very small area. 

⧫ Threats: Habitat destruction and 

private land ownership 

⧫ Fun fact: The white-bellied frog was 

only discovered in 1980; only 3,000 

frogs remain! 

 

Image source: http://museum.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/imagecache/wam_v2_page_full_gallery/photo-galleries/256.jpeg 

http://museum.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/imagecache/wam_v2_page_full_gallery/photo-galleries/256.jpeg


Woylie (Walyu)  
⧫ Listing: Critically Endangered 

⧫ Latin Name: Bettongia penicillata 

ogilbyi 

⧫ Description: Very small nocturnal 

macropod light  brown in color with 

long tails, strong claws, and cheek 

pouches for storing Diet 

⧫ Diet: Herbivores; eat a variety of 

fungi, tubers, bulbs, and seeds. 

⧫ Habitat: Open forests and woodlands. 

⧫ Threats: Foxes, feral cats & habitat 

destruction. 

⧫ Fun fact: They have very strong 

tails that they use to carry things 

to their nests 

Image source: http://www.infobarrel.com/media/image/3584_max.jpg 

http://www.infobarrel.com/media/image/3584_max.jpg


For Further Information & The Complete Species List 
• Complete species list - 

• https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/documents/plants-animals/threatened-

species/Listings/Threatened_and_Priority_Fauna_Rankings.pdf 

• More information on threatened species -  

• http://www.iucnredlist.org/ 

• http://www.australianwildlife.org/wildlife.aspx 
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