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Southern Europe
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Major Landforms of Southern Europe:
■ The Iberian Peninsula—where Portugal and Spain are 

located 
■ The Cantabrian and the Pyrenees Mountains 
■ The Southern Alps and the Apennines—located on the 

Italian peninsula 
■ Mediterranean islands—including Sicily, Sardinia, 

and Balearic Islands

Section 1  
Physical Geography  
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Major Rivers of Southern Europe:
■ The Ebro River— 
drains into the Mediterranean 
■ The Douro, Tagus, and  
Guadalquivir Rivers 
—flow into the Atlantic 
■ The Po River—Italy’s largest river

Section 1  
Physical Geography  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Plaine-du-P%C3%B4-villes.JPG
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Major climate types and  
resources of Southern Europe:
■ Primarily warm and sunny climate; highland climate 

in the Italian Alps; semiarid and cool, humid climates 
found in areas of Spain 

■ Siroccos blow moisture over Italy in spring and 
summer. 

■ Southern Europe depends on the sea for trade and the 
fishing industry.

Section 1  
Physical Geography  
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Major climate types and  
resources of Southern Europe: (continued)
■ Iron ore, bauxite, chromium, lead, zinc, and marble 

found in the region. 
■ Hydroelectricity is created by falling water. 
■ Climate and natural beauty support tourism.

Section 1  
Physical Geography  
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SECTION 1

Physical Geography

Shared Characteristics:

The Physical Geography of SOUTHERN EUROPE

1. peninsulas   2. mountains   3. rivers   4. climate   5. resources

Spain and Portugal

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

Iberian Peninsula
Cantabrian and 
Pyrenees
several east-west
some semiarid 
climates; northern 
Spain is cool and 
humid
trade, fishing, iron 
ore, beaches

Italy

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

shaped like a boot
southern Alps, 
Apennines
Po and Tiber
sirocco
trade, marble

Greece

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

largest peninsula 
is Peloponnesus
very mountainous
most rivers are 
short
warm and sunny
bauxite, chromium, 
lead, marble, and 
zinc
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Achievements of the  
ancient Greeks include:
■ The first known democracy (Athens) 
■ The invention of theater 
■ Ancient Greek philosophers, artists, architects, and 

writers made important contributions to Western 
civilization.

Section 2  
Greece
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http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefSw4LJJt0EBTGeJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpaWhqZmNtBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1lmd4ch51/EXP=1236546096/**http%3A//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_adv_prop%253Dimage%2526fr%253Dslv8-sbc%2526va%253Dancient%252Bgreece%2526sz%253Dall%26w=500%26h=375%26imgurl=static.flickr.com%252F157%252F340895603_fffa344928.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.flickr.com%252Fphotos%252Fleszekzadlo%252F340895603%252F%26size=94.7kB%26name=Delphi%252C%2BGreece%26p=ancient%2Bgreece%26type=JPG%26oid=c7769da10b658e96%26fusr=LeszekZadlo%26tit=Delphi%252C%2BGreece%26hurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.flickr.com%252Fphotos%252Fleszekzadlo%252F%26no=3%26tt=261,680%26sigr=11jv6hn4q%26sigi=11e3ql4mg%26sigb=131k9fu67%26sigh=1195aanu0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefeX4bJJC60AB1OJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqZjdtb25uBHBvcwMyNgRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1ju18gu14/EXP=1236546327/**http%3A//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_adv_prop%253Dimage%2526va%253Dancient%252Bgreece%2526fr%253Dslv8-sbc%2526xargs%253D0%2526pstart%253D1%2526b%253D19%2526ni%253D18%26w=281%26h=375%26imgurl=www.worldtrek.org%252Fodyssey%252Fmideast%252F030100%252Fimages%252Fgmhorse_bg.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.worldtrek.org%252Fodyssey%252Fmideast%252F030100%252Fgmhorse_bg.html%26size=17.8kB%26name=gmhorse_bg.jpg%26p=ancient%2Bgreece%26type=JPG%26oid=40da4032f29fa976%26no=26%26tt=261,680%26sigr=11vmrphhs%26sigi=11ucjnv2g%26sigb=13mq1rpr5
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Two features of Greek culture are:
■ Religion—98 percent of Greeks are Eastern Orthodox 

Christians.  
■ The arts—ancient Greeks produced buildings, 

sculpture, poetry, plays, pottery, jewelry, and mosaics 
that were influential throughout Europe.

Section 2  
Greece
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Greece Today
■ Economy—Greece lags behind other European countries in 

economic development 
■ Agriculture is the main industry, but old methods are used due to 

the mountainous terrain. Tourism and shipping are also key 
industries. 

■ A lack of natural resources limits industry in Greece. 
■ Economic growth is centered in Athens. 
■ Air pollution damages historical sites and public health in Athens.

Section 2  
Greece
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Greece 11:06
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SECTION 2

Greece

Athens—first
known democracy city-states

Eastern
Orthodox

Christianity
Byzantine Empire

Ancient Greek  
Achievements
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Italy’s Early History
■ 750 B.C.—Rome established by Latin tribe; Romans 

gradually conquered the rest of Italy and surrounding 
lands, establishing the Roman Empire. 

■ Roman influences are found in modern language, law, 
politics, and art. 

■ Christianity began in the Roman province of Judaea. 
■ 1300s—the Renaissance began in Italy

Section 3  
Italy
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Italy and the World Culture
■ The Roman Catholic church is based at the Vatican in 

Rome. 
■ Artists and scholars from the Italian Renaissance 

include Leonardo Da Vinci, Galileo Galilei, Francesco 
Petrarch, and Christopher Columbus. 

■  Italian composers, designers, actors, and filmmakers 
continue to influence world culture.

Section 3  
Italy
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http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefYr5rJJyJcAekuJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqYWdlNjBlBHBvcwMxOARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1j0rbui8s/EXP=1236547499/**http%3A//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_adv_prop%253Dimage%2526fr%253Dslv8-sbc%2526va%253Dleanardo%252Bvinci%2526sz%253Dall%26w=605%26h=790%26imgurl=wshs.wtvl.k12.me.us%252F%257Esocial%252Fw-hist%252Frenaiss%252Fartshow%252FMona_Lisa.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwshs.wtvl.k12.me.us%252F%257Esocial%252Fw-hist%252Frenaiss%252Fartshow%252Fren-art.htm%26size=186.5kB%26name=Mona_Lisa.jpg%26p=leanardo%2Bvinci%26type=JPG%26oid=f24efa536237be44%26no=18%26tt=40%26sigr=125b6codk%26sigi=120vopq8e%26sigb=131bblbpj
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefYr5rJJyJcAa0uJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpaWhqZmNtBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1grpjkssg/EXP=1236547499/**http%3A//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_adv_prop%253Dimage%2526fr%253Dslv8-sbc%2526va%253Dleanardo%252Bvinci%2526sz%253Dall%26w=350%26h=446%26imgurl=engineering.curiouscatblog.net%252Fimages%252Fskeletons.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fengineering.curiouscatblog.net%252Ftag%252Fbooks%26size=42.3kB%26name=skeletons.jpg%26p=leanardo%2Bvinci%26type=JPG%26oid=e9cb13766d62ad3e%26no=3%26tt=40%26sigr=11fue0tro%26sigi=11jk8mlvs%26sigb=131bblbpj
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefSf5rJJiiUBlBSJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1hvqfffkk/EXP=1236547615/**http%3A//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_adv_prop%253Dimage%2526fr%253Dslv8-sbc%2526va%253Dgalileo%252Bgalilei%2526sz%253Dall%26w=1975%26h=2002%26imgurl=www.puskas.hu%252Fttk%252Fcsillag%252Fcsillag%252Feletr%252Fgalilei.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.puskas.hu%252Fttk%252Fcsillag%252Fcsillag%252Feletr%252F48.html%26size=468kB%26name=galilei.jpg%26p=galileo%2Bgalilei%26type=JPG%26oid=5e53009124f9bdf2%26no=1%26tt=27,007%26sigr=11mebi45m%26sigi=11jrq9ue4%26sigb=132nrn5c7
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Born: 15 February 1564  
Birthplace: Pisa, Italy  
Died: 8 January 1642  
Best Known As: The inventor of the astronomical telescope  
Galileo was an Italian scientist whose work in the 17th century helped unlock many 
secrets of astronomy and natural motion. Galileo's achievements include: building 
the first high-powered astronomical telescope; inventing a horse-powered pump to 
raise water; showing that the velocities of falling bodies are not proportional to 
their weights; describing the true parabolic paths of cannonballs and other 
projectiles; coming up with the ideas behind Newton's laws of motion; and 
confirming the Copernican theory of the solar system. Because he believed that the 
planets revolved around the sun, and not the Earth, Galileo was denounced as a 
heretic by the church in Rome. He faced the Inquisition and was forced to renounce 
those beliefs publicly, though later research, of course, proved his theories correct. 
His works include Sidereus Nuncius (The Sidereal Messenger, 1610), Il saggiatore 
(The Assayer, 1623), and Dialogo sopra i due massimi sistemi del mondo tolemaico, e 
copernicano (Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems, 1632).  
The Vatican officially recognized the validity of Galileo's work in 1993... 

http://www.answers.com/topic/sir-isaac-newton
http://www.answers.com/topic/nicolas-copernicus
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefSf5rJJiiUBlBSJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1hvqfffkk/EXP=1236547615/**http%3A//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_adv_prop%253Dimage%2526fr%253Dslv8-sbc%2526va%253Dgalileo%252Bgalilei%2526sz%253Dall%26w=1975%26h=2002%26imgurl=www.puskas.hu%252Fttk%252Fcsillag%252Fcsillag%252Feletr%252Fgalilei.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.puskas.hu%252Fttk%252Fcsillag%252Fcsillag%252Feletr%252F48.html%26size=468kB%26name=galilei.jpg%26p=galileo%2Bgalilei%26type=JPG%26oid=5e53009124f9bdf2%26no=1%26tt=27,007%26sigr=11mebi45m%26sigi=11jrq9ue4%26sigb=132nrn5c7
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Italy Today
■ Italians are bound by language, the Roman Catholic 

church, and strong family ties. 
■ Grapes are Italy’s most important crop and make Italy 

the world’s largest wine producer. 
■ Tourism is important to the Italian economy. 
■ Northern Italy is more industrialized than the south.

Section 3  
Italy
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http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefYh6rJJUFgAQaSJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpc2VvdmQ2BHBvcwM3BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1lt0m8ml2/EXP=1236548513/**http%3A//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_adv_prop%253Dimage%2526fr%253Dslv8-sbc%2526va%253Ditalian%252Btourism%2526sz%253Dall%26w=500%26h=332%26imgurl=static.flickr.com%252F2346%252F2445911180_60f461fde6.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.flickr.com%252Fphotos%252F13010608%2540N02%252F2445911180%252F%26size=172.7kB%26name=Italian%2Bvilla%26p=italian%2Btourism%26type=JPG%26oid=9d62db0895a1e47a%26fusr=Robert%2BCrum%26tit=Italian%2Bvilla%26hurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.flickr.com%252Fphotos%252F13010608%2540N02%252F%26no=7%26tt=26,990%26sigr=11l3lpvgf%26sigi=11gtncmgm%26sigb=13236hja0%26sigh=11amate9p
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Italy  (4:15) Google Earth
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Renaissance 15:00
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SECTION 3

Italy

• 750 B.C. Rome 
established

• Roman Empire
• Christianity
• Renaissance
• coalition 

governments

• Latin
• Roman Catholic 

Church
• Mediterranean diet
• glassware
• jewelry
• painting
• sculpture

History Culture

The History and Culture of ITALY
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Major events in the  
history of Spain and Portugal:
■ 1492—King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella conquered 

the last Moorish outpost in Spain, Granada. They also 
sponsored Columbus’s voyage to the Americas. 

■ 1490s—Spain and Portugal establish large empires in 
the Americas 

■ 1588—Philip II invades England but is defeated, and 
power begins to decline

Section 4  
Spain and Portugal
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Major events in the  
history of Spain and Portugal: (continued)
■ 1936–1939—The Spanish civil war is fought and won 

by General Francisco Franco. 
■ Today both Spain and Portugal are democracies.

Section 4  
Spain and Portugal
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The Cultures of Spain and Portugal
■ Castilian is the most widely spoken dialect. 
■ Basque separatists use violence to protest Spanish rule. 
■ Spain and Portugal are strongly Roman Catholic. 
■ The diet is typical of the Mediterranean region. 
■ Art reflects African influences. 
■ Spain and Portugal belong to the European Union. 
■ Tourism, agriculture, clothing, and timber are important 

economic industries.

Section 4  
Spain and Portugal
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Spain and Portugal3:00
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Myths and Legends 20:00
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SECTION 4

Spain and Portugal

• olives and olive oil

• limes  • wine  • fish
• wheat
• foods from the 

Americas
• Roman Catholic 

holidays
• bullfights

• European Union
• agricultural 

products: wine, fruit, 
olive oil, olives, and 
cork

• clothing
• timber products
• cars and trucks
• tourism

The Culture of SPAIN and PORTUGAL

• porcelain
• fado singers
• flamenco dancers
• Picasso

Food and Festivals TodayThe Arts


