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English I
Expository Prompt

Read the following quotation.

Don’t walk behind me; I may not lead. Don’t walk in front of 
me; I may not follow. Just walk beside me and be my friend.

—Anonymous

What is the best way to maintain a strong friendship? Think carefully 
about this question. 

Write an essay explaining your definition of a true friendship.

Be sure to —

ll clearly state your thesis
ll organize and develop your ideas effectively
ll choose your words carefully
ll edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling
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Score Point 1

The essay represents a very limited writing performance.

Organization/Progression

lq The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the specific 
demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies that are only 
marginally suited to the explanatory task, or they are inappropriate or not evident 
at all. The absence of a functional organizational structure causes the essay to lack 
clarity and direction.

lq Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the thesis 
statement is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to maintain focus on the 
topic, may include extraneous information, or may shift abruptly from idea to idea, 
weakening the coherence of the essay.

lq The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes causes 
serious disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other times the lack of transitions and 
sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to present ideas in a random or 
illogical way, making one or more parts of the essay unclear or difficult to follow.

Development of Ideas

lq The development of ideas is weak. The essay is ineffective because the writer uses 
details and examples that are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.

lq The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is vague or 
confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked to the prompt. 
In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that demonstrates a lack  
of understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

lq The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no awareness 
of the expository purpose and does not establish a tone appropriate to the task. The 
word choice may impede the quality and clarity of the essay.

lq Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the 
effectiveness of the essay.

lq The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Serious and persistent 
errors create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and sometimes interfere with 
meaning.
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Score Point 1
The writer provides a list of several qualities that could define a strong friendship; however, the ideas presented 
throughout the response are insufficiently developed. As a result, abrupt shifts between different ideas occur 
on a sentence-to-sentence level and even within some sentences (In a strong friendship there’s no lying, and 
there’s the friend you need with an amazing personality). This weak progression of ideas causes the essay to lack 
coherence, and the writer’s definition of true friendship remains unclear. Overall, this essay represents a very 
limited writing performance.
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Score Point 1
In this very limited essay, the absence of a clear thesis divides the focus between a discussion of how to maintain 
a strong friendship and a brief response to the actual writing task (explaining your definition of a true friendship). 
The lack of development within paragraphs and the lack of transitions between them make it difficult for the 
reader to determine the purpose or effectiveness of these ideas. The inclusion of the quotation from the prompt 
page as a final paragraph does not contribute to or detract from the quality of the essay.
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Score Point 1
In this very limited writing performance, the writer provides the idea that close friends “will have ups and downs” 
but maintain their friendship “cause y’all can go through those moments and hug it out.” However, instead of 
developing this idea further, the writer shifts in the second paragraph to a list of qualities a friendship might have, 
such as good communication and knowing everything about each other. The concluding paragraph continues to 
move away from the original thesis to provide a personal example of a “really close” friendship, but the details 
are vague (No matter what me and him are always there for each other; We did a lot of things I can’t explain but 
I know we had a good time) and do not add substance to the student’s explanation of how true friends remain 
close despite the occasional argument.
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Score Point 1
The writer attempts to address the topic of the prompt by explaining how a person can make and then maintain 
a strong friendship. The idea of respect as a key factor in friendship is presented in the first paragraph, but the 
writer has trouble moving beyond repeating the fact that it is necessary (To be a real friend you need to have 
respect. If you respect you get respect back. To get respect you need to be a real respectful person). The same 
issue occurs in the second paragraph when the writer focuses on the need for trust in a friendship without actually 
developing that idea. Because of this repetition and limited word choice, the essay’s progression is seriously 
disrupted, creating a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 2

The essay represents a basic writing performance.

Organization/Progression

lq The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be appropriate 
to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is not always clear 
because the writer uses organizational strategies that are only somewhat suited to 
the expository task.

lq Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the writer’s 
thesis statement is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of an effective thesis or the 
writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information interferes with the focus and coherence of 
the essay.

lq The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled. Sometimes 
repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other 
times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections are too perfunctory or weak 
to support the flow of the essay or show the relationships among ideas.

Development of Ideas

lq The development of ideas is minimal. The essay is superficial because the writer uses 
details and examples that are not always appropriate or are too briefly or partially 
presented.

lq The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt is 
sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner that demonstrates 
only a limited understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

lq The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic awareness of 
the expository purpose but does little to establish a tone appropriate to the task. The 
word choice may not contribute to the quality and clarity of the essay.

lq Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the effectiveness of 
the essay.

lq The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Some distracting errors 
may be evident, at times creating minor disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the 
writing.
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Score Point 2
In the first paragraph of this basic writing performance, the writer offers the somewhat unclear thesis that “true 
friendship . . . is trust and always be there for each other.” The first body paragraph addresses the first part of 
the thesis by discussing the general role of trust in the movie Pinocchio, but the writer is unable to connect the 
example to the idea of trust in friendship (Pinocchio had trusted the red head boy instead of listening to Jiminy 
Cricket). Providing more context for this example would help make it clearer how it is relevant to the writer’s 
explanation. Within the second body paragraph, the writer briefly addresses the “be there for each other” portion 
of the thesis: “no matter what Pinocchio got himself into Jiminy Cricket was right there by his side.” The writer 
attempts to provide some development for this example by stating that “being there for people shows that you 
care about them.” The conclusion merely repeats the ideas from the thesis and does not provide additional 
substance to the response.
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Score Point 2
In the last paragraph of the essay, the writer presents the thesis that “a true friendship is based on the equality 
between everyone involved.” In the main body paragraph, the writer provides two hypothetical examples of how 
the roles in a friendship could become unequal. Although the student/teacher and beggar/help-giver analogies 
are appropriate, they are only superficially developed and end up functioning within the essay the same way. 
Additionally, some awkward phrasing, such as “people can help their friends in need but never do everything for 
them,” causes minor disruptions in the meaning of the writing. The writer attempts to provide clarification but 
only repeats or rewords these ideas, somewhat stalling the progression of the essay. Overall, this essay represents 
a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2
The writer presents the thesis that depending on someone is what takes your friendship a step forward. Some 
attempt is made to further explore this idea in the single body paragraph, but weak sentence-to-sentence 
connections make the explanation difficult to follow in some places. The writer tries to add some detail by 
including hypothetical reasons why friends would need to depend on each other, but the word choice is mostly 
general and therefore does not help establish an expository tone. In the conclusion, although related topically to 
the rest of the essay, the writer introduces a new idea of how dependence works between couples. As a result, the 
conclusion is ineffective and does not add to the quality of this basic response.
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Score Point 2
In this basic writing performance, the writer borrows an idea from the prompt to use as a thesis: “a true friendship 
is one where my friend is my equal, not my leader or my follower.” The idea of the importance of equality in a 
friendship is minimally developed in the opening and second paragraphs of the essay when the writer explains 
that “friendship is a shared thing” that does not “require a leader.” In the third paragraph, the essay moves with 
only a perfunctory transition to the idea of trust being important between friends. However, this idea receives no 
further development, and its relationship to the thesis is never clearly established. Throughout the essay, some 
organizing structure is evident, yet it is not always controlled. The conclusion is brief and only summarizes the 
ideas presented in the response. Holistically, this essay represents a score point 2.



STAAR A English I Expository

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division

March 2016

Score Point 3

The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.

Organization/Progression

lq The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the purpose 
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is clear because 
the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately suited to the expository 
task.

lq The writer establishes a clear thesis statement. Most ideas are related to the thesis 
and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. The essay is coherent, though it 
may not always be unified due to minor lapses in focus.

lq The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the most part, 
transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections are sufficient to 
support the flow of the essay and show the relationships among ideas.

Development of Ideas

lq The development of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and examples 
that are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the essay.

lq The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt is 
original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner that 
demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

lq The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an 
awareness of the expository purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to the task. 
The word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the essay.

lq Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part contributing to the 
effectiveness of the essay.

lq The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Although some errors 
may be evident, they create few (if any) disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and 
they do not affect the clarity of the essay.
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Score Point 3
The writer organizes the essay by contrasting a casual friend with a “best” friend and explaining how the qualities 
of a best friend create the strongest friendships. This strategy allows the writer to maintain focus throughout the 
response. The writer provides some specific examples to help differentiate the two kinds of relationships, adding 
substance to the essay. The essay does reflect some thoughtfulness; for example, the writer states that if people 
“ever lost the person they have [a true friendship] with, it would change their whole lives.” Sentences are varied 
and adequately controlled. Overall, this essay demonstrates a satisfactory understanding of the expository task.
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Score Point 3
The writer presents the idea that friends “must have trust and respect for one another.” The generally logical 
and controlled progression of ideas in this essay and the presence of meaningful transitions support the flow of 
the writer’s explanation and help to clarify the relationships among ideas. The writer provides two appropriate 
examples to support the thesis, one drawn from the movie Peter Pan, the other from an anecdote in actress 
Brittany Murphy’s autobiography. Of the former, the writer speaks of the trust the children in the movie place 
in Peter when he encourages them to fly. The next paragraph describes a rift in Murphy’s relationship with her 
friend Veronica caused by a lack of respect. Both examples include specific details and add to the quality of the 
response. Overall, the essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 3
The logical progression of ideas in this essay, supported by the writer’s largely effective and meaningful sentence-
by-sentence transitions, contributes to this essay representing a satisfactory writing performance. In the first 
sentence of the essay, the writer provides the clear thesis that “the true definition of having a great friendship 
is having trust, loyalty, and having fun.” The writer addresses each of these ideas individually with appropriate 
hypothetical and philosophical examples. Although there are some errors in grammar and sentence boundaries, 
the writer’s word choice, for the most part, is clear and specific and reflects an awareness of the expository 
purpose. Holistically, the essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 3
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer presents the idea that a true friendship is one in which both 
friends support each other “no matter what.” The progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled with a 
personal example used as support for the thesis. The writer moves from specific, relevant details about her friend 
Sally being there for her to a general discussion of how a “strong friendship” requires that both people have 
Sally’s level of dedication to the relationship. The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific 
and reflects an awareness of the expository purpose.
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Score Point 4

The essay represents an accomplished writing performance.

Organization/Progression

lq The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose and 
responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully crafted 
because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly well suited to 
the expository task.

lq The writer establishes a clear thesis statement. All ideas are strongly related to the 
thesis and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. By sustaining this focus, 
the writer is able to create an essay that is unified and coherent.

lq The writer’s progression of ideas is logical and well controlled. Meaningful transitions 
and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of the essay by 
clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the writer’s train of thought 
easy to follow.

Development of Ideas

lq The development of ideas is effective because the writer uses details and examples 
that are specific and well chosen, adding substance to the essay.

lq The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to use his/her unique 
experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing or to connect ideas in 
interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner that demonstrates a 
thorough understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

lq The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen awareness of the 
expository purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the task. The word choice 
strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the essay.

lq Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the effectiveness of 
the essay.

lq The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Although minor errors 
may be evident, they do not detract from the fluency of the writing or the clarity of 
the essay. The overall strength of the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of 
the essay.
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Score Point 4
In the first paragraph, the writer clearly establishes the thesis that “true friendship is only acceptance.” The second 
paragraph effectively develops this thesis by exploring how friendship is the means through which people find 
acceptance in spite of the “different beliefs, customs, styles, etc.” that “set people apart from everybody else.” 
“True friends,” the writer explains, “accept each other for what ever style or belief they might have.” The third 
paragraph further develops this idea by contrasting the notion of acceptance with its opposite, that of “judging 
others.” The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise and contributes to the quality and clarity of the essay. 
The writer’s discussion of human nature and the power of friendship to overcome biases reflects a thoughtful 
perspective. Overall, this essay represents an accomplished writing performance.
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Score Point 4
The writer of this compelling essay thoughtfully considers the quotation provided in the writing prompt in order 
to effectively explain the thesis that a friendship “must always be mutual when it comes to the exchange of ideas 
and support.” The sentence structure is varied and well controlled, and the organizing structure is appropriate to 
the purpose. Before moving to the ideal friendship relationship, the writer considers the pitfalls, both of being a 
follower and of being a leader, as well as the reasons that might cause one to assume these roles in a relationship. 
The writer clearly contrasts these roles and concludes that the best approach is for friends to stand together and to 
assist each other in all endeavors as equals. The writer’s specific word choice and specific imagery enhance the 
quality of the explanation and demonstrate a strong understanding of the expository task. Although some errors 
occur in sentence boundaries and conventions, these errors do not detract from the overall clarity of the essay.
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Score Point 4
The writer of this accomplished essay, defines friendship as “a delicate balance of trust, honesty, compassion, and 
communication.” The writer provides specific support for the thesis, drawing examples from history, literature, 
and personal experience. The writer discusses the friendships Anne Frank and her family formed as they hid 
from Hitler’s army. Next, the writer gives the example of the young rebels in Les Misérables, who form bonds 
of friendship that “endure even through death.” In these quotations and throughout the essay as a whole, the 
writer demonstrates a command of language that greatly contributes to the effectiveness of the essay. The final 
example is personal in nature; the writer speaks of a longtime friendship that eventually ended. In the conclusion, 
the writer thoughtfully expands on the thesis by explaining that “if you value trust, honesty, compassion, and 
communication in a relationship, you can build a friendship that endures all.”
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Score Point 4
In the first paragraph of the essay, the writer describes friendship as “a binding force of society” that allows 
“humans to live and work together.” “However,” the writer continues, “to find ‘true friendship’ is a rarity.” Having 
clearly established the thesis of the essay, the writer presents two examples of true friendship. The first is of a 
service dog who proves his loyalty by seeking aid after his owner is injured in a fall. The second example focuses 
on an elderly man who assumed the care of his wife after she was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. In the 
final paragraph, the writer thoughtfully remarks that “both examples of true friendship show how true friendship 
can overcome any conflict, and not be broken.” Although the transition between the examples is somewhat 
perfunctory, the connection between the examples is evident due to the student’s thorough explanation and clear 
thesis. The progression of ideas, logical organization, and well-chosen support make this essay representative of 
an accomplished writing performance.
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