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2014 Update 

This is an update to NCSL’s 2010 Technical Report: State Approaches to School Readiness 

Assessment.  

Since 2010, at least 14 states have passed new legislation to establish or amend school readiness 

assessments of young children. Currently, at least 34 states and the District of Columbia have 

some form of school readiness assessment statute or regulation. Typically, states assess children 

at the beginning of the kindergarten year through use of a state-approved assessment.  

Below is a brief summary that includes recent school readiness assessment legislative updates 

since 2010. Also included are an updated chart of state kindergarten readiness assessment actions 

(Appendix A) and an additional chart that provides a list of states with school readiness 

assessment statute and regulation language.   

Why are School Readiness Assessments Important? 

From the NCSL’s 2010 Technical Report: State Approaches to School Readiness Assessment: 

“Academic achievement is a cornerstone of independence, productivity and active citizenship. 

Children who enter kindergarten ready to meet its academic, social and emotional demands are 

more likely to achieve later academic and life success. Likewise, children who enter school 

behind their peers in these areas tend to remain academically behind and at risk for harmful 

behavior in adulthood (e.g., dropping out of school, criminal behavior, unemployment). 

Evidence suggests that more than half the achievement gap found in later school years already is 

present at kindergarten entry. 

A child’s readiness to learn in a formal school is generally attributed to five domains: [1] 

 Physical well-being (e.g., health, motor development); 

 Social and emotional development (e.g. social skills, emotion regulation); 

 Approaches to learning (e.g., ability and inclination to use skills); 

 Language development (e.g., verbal language, emerging literacy skills); and 

 Cognition and general knowledge. 

If readiness in these domains is critical to academic success and productive adulthood, the public 

has a stake in understanding whether children are ready to fully engage in formal learning. 

Assessment of children at kindergarten is one approach to understanding school readiness. 

 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/ncsl-technical-report-state-approaches-to-school.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/ncsl-technical-report-state-approaches-to-school.aspx#_ftn1
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States may choose to assess kindergarten readiness for a number of purposes including to: 

 track gains in the state's kindergarten population; 

 compare readiness across school districts or school; 

 connect readiness data forward to later school performance or backwards to understand the 

impact of early childhood investments. 

Others also have a stake in information gained from the assessment of children in kindergarten. 

Parents may want to better understand a child's capabilities in order to provide additional support 

at home. Teachers may use readiness information to alter curriculum or individualize instruction. 

And schools may use the information to track the impact of curricular or training decisions and 

allocate resources.” 

 

School Readiness Assessments in 2014 

School readiness assessments are part of a host of other assessment and measurement tools that 

are being used across the education continuum. For more information about K-12 assessments, 

please visit NCSL’s Education Program resources.  

States for the most part assess children at the beginning of the kindergarten year through use of a 

common assessment. But some states are employing different approaches with school readiness 

kindergarten assessments. Some states are assessing children before kindergarten as part of their 

K-3 assessment approach while other states are looking to build a more comprehensive 

standards-based assessment system that includes children in preschool settings.   

Recent federal initiatives have bolstered funding for state early childhood assessment initiatives.   

The federal Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) allowed nine states 

(California, Illinois, Massachusetts, Maryland, Minnesota, North Carolina, Ohio, Rhode Island 

and Washington) to put sizeable funding from their RTT-ELC grant into kindergarten entry 

assessment development and implementation and additional states have been phased in 

(Michigan, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, New Jersey and Vermont). Other states also received 

funding through the federal Enhanced Assessment Grants program to develop comprehensive K-

3
rd

 grade assessment systems.  More information can be found on the U.S. Department of 

Education website. 

 

 

 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/standards-and-assessment.aspx
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/index.html
http://www.ed.gov/category/program/enhanced-assessment-grants
http://www.ed.gov/category/program/enhanced-assessment-grants
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Highlights of Recent Legislation  

Kindergarten Entry, K-3 and Other Assessment, Comprehensive, Developmental 

Domains/Inventory and Preschool Assessment Legislative Updates  

 Arizona: Arizona enacted legislation requiring each school district or charter school that 

provides kindergarten and grades one through three to select and administer screening, 

ongoing diagnostic and classroom based instructional reading assessments, including a 

motivational assessment, to monitor student progress. Arizona also established a task 

force on K-3 accountability and assessments within the Department of Education in 2013 

to evaluate best practices and measures of academic gains for schools that provide 

instruction in kindergarten programs and grades one through three.  

 Delaware: In 2012, the General Assembly enacted legislation requiring the state to 

implement a common statewide readiness tool that reviews a child’s readiness for 

learning when they enter kindergarten.  The readiness tool is required to look at the five 

domains. The law allows for implementation of readiness reviews to be phased in with 

statewide implementation on later than fall 2015.   

 Iowa: In 2012, the General Assembly established the Iowa Reading Research Center to 

implement a statewide reading proficiency program for kindergarten to third grade 

students. The law also established a joint planning group between the Department of 

Education and the Early Childhood Iowa State Board to study and select a multi-domain 

universal early childhood assessment to be administered to incoming kindergartners and 

data entered into the state longitudinal data system. The assessment is aligned with state  

early learning standards and preschool programs administer the assessment at the 

beginning and end of school year to all preschool children in school district programs.  

 

As states move forward on implementing school readiness assessments, some key issues 

include:  

 Selecting a valid, reliable assessment tool;  

 Providing training to teachers in how to administer the assessment and report data; 

and  

 Guidance on appropriate and inappropriate reporting and use, and  

 Paying attention to not overloading teachers with too many separate assessment 

mandates and initiatives. 
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 Kentucky: In 2012, Kentucky law directed the Department of Education to adopt a 

statewide common kindergarten entry screener assessment that aligns with state school 

readiness standards; assesses adaptive, cognitive, communication, motor, and social 

emotional skills, is available for English language learners and students with cognitive 

disabilities and produces student-level results.  

 Louisiana: The Legislature passed legislation in 2011 to require that all districts move 

toward a single kindergarten assessment and developmental skills checklist. The checklist 

is aligned with 12 of the prekindergarten standards which are aligned with state Common 

Core standards. In 2012, the legislature established a definition of kindergarten readiness 

as part of creating a prekindergarten accountability system for all programs using child 

assessment and program quality measures.   

 Mississippi: In 2014, Mississippi enacted legislation authorizing the Mississippi 

Department of Education to establish and implement a statewide, mandatory kindergarten 

readiness assessment to be administered prior to students' entry to kindergarten or within 

30 days of enrollment. Assessment results are required to be reported to the state 

Superintendent of Education.  

 New Mexico: In 2014, New Mexico enacted legislation requiring all kindergarten 

students to take the kindergarten entry assessment provided by the Department of 

Education, as well as at least three department approved screening assessments during the 

year.  

 Nevada: In 2013, the Legislature appropriated $1.5 million for a pilot kindergarten 

readiness assessment.  

 Ohio: In 2012, Ohio enacted legislation that required each kindergarten student to take a 

kindergarten readiness assessment provided by the Department of Education.  

 Oklahoma: In 2012, Oklahoma enacted legislation requiring each school district to 

establish a Reading Enhancement and Acceleration Development (READ) Initiative to 

ensure grade level reading proficiency, which includes administering reading assessments 

to measure phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.  

 Oregon: In 2013, the Legislative Assembly created the Early Learning Kindergarten 

Readiness Partnership and Innovation program. The Early Learning Council administers 

the program. The law directs the Early Learning Council and the department of education 

to assist school districts to implement kindergarten readiness assessments.    

 South Carolina: In 2014, the General Assembly passed legislation as part of their First 

Steps to School Readiness Initiative that requires the state to recommend a school  
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readiness assessment for kindergarten and prekindergarten entry by 2015. The research-

based, developmentally appropriate and reliable assessment is required to be conducted at  

the beginning of school entry to evaluate early language and literacy development, 

numeracy skills, physical well-being, social and emotional development, and approaches 

to learning and be aligned with first and second grade English language and math 

standards. The South Carolina State Board of Education is required to support the 

implementation of the assessment, provide professional development to teachers and 

parents as related to the assessment and use aggregate assessment information to establish 

early childhood standards and practices. 

 Texas: In 2013, Texas enacted legislation requiring each school district to administer a 

reading assessment in grades K-2. The assessment must be chosen from a list compiled 

by the Commissioner of Education of reading instruments that diagnose student reading 

development and comprehension. At least two of the instruments on the commissioner’s 

list should be multidimensional assessment tools, meaning a reading instrument and test 

at least three developmental skills, including literacy, or test at least two developmental 

skills, other than literacy, and be administered in conjunction with a separate reading 

instrument. 

 Washington: In 2011, the Legislature appropriated state funds, in conjunction with 

private funding, to implement three components of the kindergarten assessment process – 

family connections, early learning collaboration (where early childhood teachers and 

kindergarten teachers meet) and whole child inventory with three piloted tools— 

Teaching Strategies Gold, work sampling system and developmental skills checklist.  In 

2012, the use of the Washington Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills 

(WAKIDS) was mandatory in state-funded full-day kindergartens.   

Conclusion 

As legislators continue to invest in early childhood education programs, they are increasingly 

aware of research on the importance of early learning and the connection to children’s long-term 

success in school. Therefore, there is a strong interest in understanding the extent to which young 

children are on track for success and are ready to learn when they enter kindergarten.   

Other Resources 

Discussion Guide to Responding to Focused Investment Area (E) (1) and Competitive Priority 3: 

Kindergarten Entry Assessment, Early Learning Challenge Collaborative 

http://www.elccollaborative.org/illinois/doc_view/17-kindergarten-entry-assessment-discussion-guide.html
http://www.elccollaborative.org/illinois/doc_view/17-kindergarten-entry-assessment-discussion-guide.html
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Fast Fact: Information and Resources on Developing State Policy on Kindergarten Entry 

Assessment (KEA), Center on Enhancing Early Learning Outcomes (CEELO) 

Formative Assessment: Guidance for Early Childhood Policy Makers, CEELO Policy Report 

Race to the Top -- Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) Awards 

 Phase 1 

 Phase 2 

 Phase 3 

State Policy Snapshot: State Early Childhood Assessment Policies, CEELO  

Foundation for Excellence in Education: Interactive State Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[1] S. L. Kagan, "Readiness past, present, and future: Shaping the agenda," Young Children 48 

(1992): 48-53. 

http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/KEA_Fast_Fact_Feb_11_2014_2.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/KEA_Fast_Fact_Feb_11_2014_2.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/ceelo_policy_report_formative_assessment.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/awards-phase-1.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/awards-phase-2.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/awards.html
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/CEELO_policy_snapshot_child_assessment_march_2014.pdf
http://excelined.org/state-of-reform/
http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/ncsl-technical-report-state-approaches-to-school.aspx#_ftnref1
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State
1 

Statute or 

Regulation
2
 

Students 

Assessed 

Domains 

Assessed 

Assessment 

Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

Alabama  All Reading Dynamic  

Indicators of  

Basic Early  

Literacy Skills  

(DIBELS) 

To plan 

instruction 

   

Alaska  Alaska Stat.  

14.07.020  

All  7 domains:  

Physical 

WellBeing, 

Health and Motor 

Development,  

Social and  

Emotional  

Development,  

Approaches to  

Learning,  

Cognition and  

General  

Knowledge, 

Communication, 

and Language 

and Literacy  

Revised Alaska  

Developmental  

Profile (RADP)  

Inform state 

policy decisions  

Individual 

student results  

Average 

score on each 

subdomain  

State and 

District  

Arizona*  

 

In 

development 

since 2013 

 

Ariz. Rev. 

Stat. 15-704  

 

Ariz. Rev. 

Stat. § 15-

248.01 

All  Physical and 

motor 

development, 

social and 

emotional 

development, 

Kindergarten 

Development 

Inventory (KDI)  

Inform teachers 

who can plan 

individualized 

educational 

experiences, 

identify 

   

Appendix A: State School Readiness Assessment –2014 Update 

http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/results/results2014.html
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/results/results2014.html
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folioproxy.asp?url=http://wwwjnu01.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/stattx09/query=*/doc/%7bt5996%7d?
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folioproxy.asp?url=http://wwwjnu01.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/stattx09/query=*/doc/%7bt5996%7d?
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#14.07.020
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#14.07.020
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/DevelopmentalProfile/Fall09/Implementation%20Guide_Sept08_2009.pdf
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/DevelopmentalProfile/Fall09/Implementation%20Guide_Sept08_2009.pdf
http://www.azftf.gov/publications/Documents/On%20Track%20-%20Ensuring%20School%20Readiness%20for%20Arizona%E2%80%99s%20Children.pdf
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00704.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00704.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00248-01.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00248-01.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/15/00248-01.htm&Title=15&DocType=ARS
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1 

Statute or 

Regulation
2
 

Students 

Assessed 

Domains 

Assessed 

Assessment 

Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

Arizona*  

(continued) 

approaches to 

learning, 

language 

development and 

cognitive 

development.  

strengths and 

weaknesses, 

teacher 

professional 

development. 

Arkansas  Ark. Stat. 

Ann. § 6-16-

203 

 

Ark. Stat. 

Ann. § 6-15-

404 

All  6 domains: 

General  

Knowledge,  

Oral  

Communication,  

Written  

Language, Math 

Concepts, Work  

Habits, and  

Attentive 

Behavior  

Qualls Early  

Learning  

Inventory 

(QELI), 

Kindergarten 

Readiness 

Indicator 

Checklist 

(KRIC)  

Local reporting, 

including to 

parents, in order 

to target 

instruction at the 

appropriate 

developmental  

level  

Individual 

student results  

    

California Cal. Ed. 

Code § 

60642.6 

 English Language 

Development, 

Self & Social 

Development, 

Self-regulation, 

Language and 

Literacy 

Development, 

and Mathematical 

Development 

Desired Results 

Developmental 

Profile-School 

Readiness© 

(DRDP-SR) 

Measurement of 

development 

and professional 

development 

resource for 

teachers. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colorado  Colo. Rev. All  Literacy, Teaching To plan Individual Percent of State  

http://www.azftf.gov/publications/Documents/On%20Track%20-%20Ensuring%20School%20Readiness%20for%20Arizona%E2%80%99s%20Children.pdf
http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dccece/Pages/KindergartenReadiness.aspx
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.arkansased.org/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Enrollment_and_Attendance/kric_booklet_for_parents.pdf
http://www.arkansased.org/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Enrollment_and_Attendance/kric_booklet_for_parents.pdf
http://www.arkansased.org/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Enrollment_and_Attendance/kric_booklet_for_parents.pdf
http://www.arkansased.org/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Enrollment_and_Attendance/kric_booklet_for_parents.pdf
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/bureau/Publications/Arkansas%20Code/Title%206.pdf
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/bureau/Publications/Arkansas%20Code/Title%206.pdf
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/bureau/Publications/Arkansas%20Code/Title%206.pdf
http://drdpsr.org/about.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=60001-61000&file=60640-60649
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=60001-61000&file=60640-60649
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=60001-61000&file=60640-60649
http://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/kindergarten
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
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1 

Statute or 

Regulation
2
 

Students 

Assessed 

Domains 

Assessed 

Assessment 

Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

Colorado  

(continued) 

Stat. § 22-7-

1014 

  mathematics, 

social studies, 

science, the arts, 

comprehensive 

health and 

physical 

education, 

language 

development, and 

English language 

proficiency. 

Strategies 

GOLD 

 

instruction  student 

results on a 

subset of the 

assessment  

students 

performing at 

or above 

grade level  

Connecticut  Conn. Gen. 

Stat. §10-14n 

 

Connecticut 

Early 

Learning 

Challenge 

(Race to the 

Top 

Application) 

All  6 domains:  

Language,  

Literacy,  

Numeracy,  

Physical/ Motor,  

Creative/  

Aesthetic, and  

Personal/ Social  

Kindergarten  

Entry 

Inventory  

 

**indicates they 

are looking at a 

new assessment 

system** 

Included in 

state’s Results 

Based  

Accountability  

(RBA) 

framework  

and reported at 

the district level  

Individual 

student results  

Draft report 

includes 

percent of 

students with 

emerging, 

inconsistently 

demonstrated, 

and 

consistently 

demonstrated  

skills in each 

domain  

State  

Delaware 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Del. Code tit. 

14, § 151 

All Language and 

literacy 

development; 

cognition and 

general 

knowledge; 

approaches 

Early Learning 

Survey (DE-

ELS) and 

Teaching 

Strategies 

GOLD® tool 

Inform future 

instruction and 

interventions, 

provide data to 

inform policy 

and to plan future 

policy. 

   

http://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/kindergarten
http://www.michie.com/colorado/lpext.dll/cocode/2/34af2/34b5f/352c0/3546b/35485?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2626&q=320740
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_163c.htm#sec_10-14n
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_163c.htm#sec_10-14n
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-earlylearningchallenge/applications/2013-connecticut.pdf
http://www.greatstartsdelaware.com/earlylearnersurvey.html
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title14/c001/sc03/index.shtml
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title14/c001/sc03/index.shtml
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State
1 

Statute or 

Regulation
2
 

Students 

Assessed 

Domains 

Assessed 

Assessment 

Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

Delaware 

(continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

towards learning; 

physical well-

being and motor 

development; and 

social and 

emotional 

development 

District of 

Columbia 

D.C. Stat. § 

38-755-03 

  Teaching 

Strategies 

GOLD© 

Kindergarten-

Entry 

Assessment 

(KEA) 2013-

2014 Pilot 

    

Florida  Fla. Stat. 

1002.69 

All  7 domains:  

Language and  

Literacy,  

Mathematics,  

Social and  

Personal Skills,  

Science, Social  

Studies,  

Physical Health 

and Fitness, and 

Creative Arts  

Florida  

Kindergarten  

Readiness 

Screener 

(FLKRS), 

consisting of  

ECHOS and  

portions of the 

Florida  

Assessment for  

Instruction in  

Reading (FAIR)  

To determine 

statewide 

readiness rates 

and 

prekindergarten 

program 

evaluation  

Individual 

student results  

Percent of 

students ready 

for 

kindergarten 

based on the  

ECHOS  

portion and the 

FAIR portion  

(separately)  

State and 

District  

Georgia  Ga. R. & All  6 domains:  Georgia  To plan Individual     

http://www.greatstartsdelaware.com/earlylearnersurvey.html
http://osse.dc.gov/event/kindergarten-entry-assessment-kea-2013-2014-pilot-0
http://osse.dc.gov/event/kindergarten-entry-assessment-kea-2013-2014-pilot-0
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/providers/provider_resources/florida_kindergarten_readiness_screener.aspx
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.69.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.69.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS.aspx
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
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1 

Statute or 

Regulation
2
 

Students 

Assessed 

Domains 

Assessed 

Assessment 

Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

Georgia  

(continued) 

 

 

 

Regs. 160-3-

1-.07 

 

Ga. Code 

Ann. §20-14-

30 

 

Ga. Code 

Ann. § 20-

14-60 

English  

Language Arts,  

Math, Science, 

Social Studies,  

Personal/Social 

Development, 

and Approaches 

to Learning  

Kindergarten  

Inventory of  

Developing  

Skills (GKIDS)  

instruction and 

help determine  

first grade 

readiness  

student results 

in the English 

Language Arts,  

Mathematics,  

Approaches to  

Learning, and  

Personal/Social 

Development 

domains  

Hawaii  Hawaii Rev. 

Stat. § 302A-

411 

 

2014 HB 

2768 

HSSRA is 

voluntary with  

100%  

participation, 

while 

individual 

school 

readiness 

assessment is 

mandatory 

starting in 

2010-2011  

6 domains:  

Approaches to  

Learning,  

Literacy, Math,  

School  

Behaviors and  

Skills, Social- 

Emotional  

Behaviors, and 

Physical 

Wellbeing  

Hawaii State  

School 

Readiness  

Assessment 

(HSSRA), plus 

a separate 

individual 

school 

readiness 

assessment 

beginning in 

2010-2011  

HSSRA is used  

locally for 

school 

improvement 

plans, school 

transition plans, 

and planning 

instruction, and 

to track results 

statewide, while 

the individual 

readiness 

assessment is 

used to 

determine grade 

placement and 

advancement.  

Class level 

results on the  

HSSRA  

Percent of 

classes 

consistently 

displaying 

skills in each 

(and all) 

domains, and 

each school's 

average score 

on each  

domain and  

each criteria 

within each 

domain  

State, 

Complex  

Area and  

School  

Idaho*  

 

 

Idaho Code § 

33-1614 

All  Reading  Idaho Reading 

Indicator (IRI)  

To guide 

individual 

interventions and 

Individual 

student results  

Percent of 

students 

performing at 

State, District 

and School;  

Race/  

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS.aspx
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/school/hssra/hssra.html
http://arch.k12.hi.us/school/hssra/hssra.html
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol05_Ch0261-0319/HRS0302A/HRS_0302A-0411.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol05_Ch0261-0319/HRS0302A/HRS_0302A-0411.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol05_Ch0261-0319/HRS0302A/HRS_0302A-0411.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2768&year=2014
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2768&year=2014
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/Q&A_HSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/Q&A_HSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/Q&A_HSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/Q&A_HSSRA20100719.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/Statistics/testreports.asp
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/Statistics/testreports.asp
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
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State
1 

Statute or 

Regulation
2
 

Students 

Assessed 

Domains 

Assessed 

Assessment 

Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

Idaho* 

(continued) 

as part of the 

state 

accountability 

system  

the  

"intensive," 

"strategic," and  

"benchmark" 

levels (where 

"benchmark" 

used to be 

reported as "at 

grade level")  

Ethnicity, Title  

1 schools,  

Limited  

English 

Proficiency, 

and Special 

Education  

Iowa  Iowa Code § 

279.60  

All  Social and 

Emotional, 

Language and 

early literacy, 

mathematics, 

physical well-

being and motor 

development 

Districts select  

from: DIBELS; 

Phonological  

Awareness Test  

(PAT); Basic  

Reading  

Inventory; Early  

Literacy  

Assessments;  

Observational  

Survey; Texas  

Primary Reading 

Inventory  

(TPRI); or 

YoppSinger Test 

of  

Phoneme  

Segmentation  

To inform 

state policy 

decisions and 

as a "mild 

accountability 

measure"  

Individual 

student results  

Percent of 

children 

scoring 

proficient on 

DIBELS and  

subsets of the 

PAT; no  

results for 

other 

assessments  

State  

Kansas*  

 

 

Kan. Stat. 

Ann. §72-

9921 

All  Reading and 

Math  

Determined 

locally  

To determine 

a child's level 

of 

Some school 

level data  

    

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/Statistics/testreports.asp
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/Statistics/testreports.asp
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://www.earlychildhoodiowa.org/files/parents/school_readiness_brochure.pdf
http://www.earlychildhoodiowa.org/files/parents/school_readiness_brochure.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2014/279.60.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2014/279.60.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2014/279.60.pdf
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=279.60
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=279.60
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/072_000_0000_chapter/072_099_0000_article/072_099_0021_section/072_099_0021_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/072_000_0000_chapter/072_099_0000_article/072_099_0021_section/072_099_0021_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/072_000_0000_chapter/072_099_0000_article/072_099_0021_section/072_099_0021_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do?number=31345
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do?number=31345


 
 

STATE APPROACHES TO SCHOOL READINESS 
 

www.NCSL.org | Denver (303) 364-7700 | Washington, D.C. (202) 624-5400 

State
1 

Statute or 

Regulation
2
 

Students 

Assessed 

Domains 

Assessed 

Assessment 

Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

Kansas* 

(continued) 

performance 

and guide 

instruction  

Kentucky 704 Ky. 

Admin. 

Regs. 5:070 

 Approaches to 

learning, health 

and physical 

well-being, 

language and 

communication 

development, 

social and 

emotional 

development, and 

cognitive and 

general 

knowledge. 

Kentucky's 

Common 

Kindergarten 

Entry Screener, 

the BRIGANCE 

Early Childhood 

Kindergarten 

Screen III 

To inform 

teachers and 

parents of the 

needs of each 

child. 

   

Louisiana
 

 

*2010 School 

Readiness 

Report   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La. Rev. Stat. 

§ 17:24.4 

 

La. Rev. Stat. 

§ 17:391.11 

All  Literacy, 

mathematics, 

science, history 

and social 

science, 

physical well-

being and motor 

development, 

and personal, 

social/emotional 

and creative 

development.  

Districts may 

use one of: 

Brigance  

K-1, Chicago  

EARLY  

Assessment,  

Developing  

Skills Checklist  

(DSC),  

Developmental  

Indicators for 

the  

Assessment of  

Learning-Third  

Local reporting, 

including to 

parents, for 

“placing 

children within 

a regular 

kindergarten 

classroom 

setting and 

planning their 

instructional 

programs to 

meet identified 

needs”
12

  

School level 

results  

Number of 

students 

scoring 

between the 1
st
 

and 24
th
, 25

th
 

and 49
th
, and 

50
th
 and 99

th
 

percentiles on 

each domain in 

each  

district; not 

aggregated 

above district 

level  

District  

http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do?number=31345
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do?number=31345
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do?number=31345
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/prim/pages/common-kindergarten-entry-screener.aspx
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kar/704/005/070.htm
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kar/704/005/070.htm
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kar/704/005/070.htm
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/early-childhood
http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/searchable/OFS/CCAP/22511_school_readiness_report.pdf
http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/searchable/OFS/CCAP/22511_school_readiness_report.pdf
http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/searchable/OFS/CCAP/22511_school_readiness_report.pdf
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80356
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80356
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927


 
 

STATE APPROACHES TO SCHOOL READINESS 
 

www.NCSL.org | Denver (303) 364-7700 | Washington, D.C. (202) 624-5400 

State
1 

Statute or 

Regulation
2
 

Students 

Assessed 

Domains 

Assessed 

Assessment 

Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

Louisiana
 

(continued) 

Edition (DIAL- 

3), DIAL- 

Revised, Early  

Screening  

Inventory - 

Revised, or 

Screening 

Test for 

Education 

Prerequisite  

Skills (STEPS)  

Maine Me. Rev. 

Stat. Ann. tit. 

20-A, § 4501 

       

Maryland  Code of Md. 

Regs. § 

13a.08.01.02-

3 

All  7 domains:  

Personal and  

Social  

Development, 

Language and  

Literacy,  

Mathematical  

Thinking,  

Scientific  

Thinking, Social 

Studies, the Arts, 

and Physical  

Development  

Maryland 

Model for 

School 

Readiness  

Kindergarten 

Assessment, a 

customized 

version of the 

Work Sampling  

System (WSS)  

To guide 

instruction and 

for an annual 

School 

Readiness 

Report to the 

legislature  

Individual 

student results  

Percent of 

students 

developing 

readiness, 

approaching 

readiness, and 

fully ready in 

each domain 

and composite  

State and  

District; Race/  

Ethnicity,  

Gender, Prior  

Care, Special  

Education,  

English  

Language  

Learners, 

Free and 

Reduced 

Price Meals  

Massachusetts 

 

 

Mass. Gen. 

Laws Ann. 

tit. 15D, §3 

 Social-emotional, 

physical, 

language, 

Massachusetts 

Kindergarten 

Entry 

To guide 

instruction, 

identify further 

   

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/early-childhood
http://www.maine.gov/earlylearning/standards/index.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/20-A/title20-Asec4501.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/20-A/title20-Asec4501.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/20-A/title20-Asec4501.html
http://marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/child_care/early_learning/MMSR.htm
http://marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/child_care/early_learning/MMSR.htm
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/getfile.aspx?file=13a.08.01.02-3.htm
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/getfile.aspx?file=13a.08.01.02-3.htm
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/getfile.aspx?file=13a.08.01.02-3.htm
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/getfile.aspx?file=13a.08.01.02-3.htm
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/edu/birth-grade-12/early-education-and-care/mkea/
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter15D/Section3
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter15D/Section3
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter15D/Section3
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Regulation
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Assessed 
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Assessed 
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Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

Massachusetts 

(continued) 

 

cognition, 

literacy, 

mathematics, 

science and 

technology, social 

studies, the arts, 

English language 

acquisition. 

Assessment 

(MKEA) 

 

Teaching 

Strategies 

GOLD 

intervention 

needs and 

screening. 

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan    Mathematics, 

literacy and 

language, 

approaches 

toward learning, 

social and 

emotional 

development, 

physical well-

being and motor 

development. 

Kindergarten 

Entry 

Assessment 

 

Teaching 

Strategies 

GOLD – 

observation 

based 

assessment 

system. 

To provide 

parents and 

teachers with 

information on 

where the 

children are so 

they can tailor 

curriculum and 

after school 

learning 

opportunities. 

 

**Specifically 

states that it is 

not a 

kindergarten 

screener or 

kindergarten 

readiness 

assessment. 

   

Minnesota  

 

Minn. Stat. § 

124D.141 

Voluntary, 

10% random 

5 domains:  

Physical  

WSS and parent 

survey  

To track the 

proportion of 

Individual 

student results  

Percent of 

students "not 

State; Gender,  

Home  

http://www.mass.gov/edu/birth-grade-12/early-education-and-care/mkea/
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Kindergarten_Entry_Assessment_FAQ_424196_7.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/EarlyLearn/SchReadiK/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/EarlyLearn/SchReadiK/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=124D.141
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=124D.141
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
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State
1 

Statute or 

Regulation
2
 

Students 

Assessed 

Domains 

Assessed 

Assessment 

Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

Minnesota 

(continued) 

 

Minn. Stat. § 

124D.162 

sample of 

kindergarten 

students which 

provides a 

sample size of 

about 6,000 

kindergarteners 

each year.  

Development,  

The Arts,  

Personal and  

Social  

Development,  

Mathematical  

Thinking, and  

Language and  

Literacy  

students ready 

for kindergarten 

statewide and to 

make policy 

recommendations 

based on those 

results  

yet," "in 

process," and 

"proficient" 

in each 

domain and 

criteria within 

each domain  

Language,  

Race/  

Ethnicity,  

Parent  

Education,  

Family 

Income,  

Geographical  

Region, and At  

Risk Status  

 

New Mexico  N.M. Admin. 

Code § 

6.30.5.12 

All  Reading  DIBELS  "To determine 

placement at an 

instructional 

level and the 

effectiveness of" 

kindergarten 

programs  

Individual 

student results  

    

North  

Carolina*  

  

N.C. Gen. 

Stat. Ann. § 

115C-83.5  

All  Language and 

literacy, cognition 

and general 

knowledge, 

approaches to 

learning, physical 

well-being and 

motor 

development, 

social/emotional 

development. 

Kindergarten 

Entry 

Assessment  

To guide 

instruction and 

inform parents 

and school and 

district officials 

of student 

progress  

      

North Dakota  N.D. Cent. All  5 Domains of Kindergarten To guide       

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/EarlyLearn/SchReadiK/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/EarlyLearn/SchReadiK/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=124D.162
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=124D.162
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
http://www.nmcpr.state.nm.us/nmac/parts/title06/06.030.0005.htm
http://www.nmcpr.state.nm.us/nmac/parts/title06/06.030.0005.htm
http://www.nmcpr.state.nm.us/nmac/parts/title06/06.030.0005.htm
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://rtt-elc-k3assessment.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/file/view/Read+to+Achieve+chart+for+KEA+-FINAL.pdf
http://rtt-elc-k3assessment.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/file/view/Read+to+Achieve+chart+for+KEA+-FINAL.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-83.5.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-83.5.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-83.5.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-83.5.html
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/EarlyChildhoodEduc/consortium.shtm
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t15-1c21.pdf?20140728103011
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/EarlyChildhoodEduc/project.pdf
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North Dakota 

(continued) 

Code §15.1-

21-23  

Learning: 

Physical well-

being & motor 

development, 

social & 

emotional 

development, 

approaches to 

learning, 

language & 

literacy 

development 

and cognitive 

development & 

general 

knowledge.  

Entry 

Assessment 

instruction and 

give teachers 

and students a 

tool to meet or 

exceed 

standards.  

Ohio  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ohio Rev. 

Code Ann. § 

3301.0715 

 

Starting in 

2014-2015 

school year. 

All  Social Skills 

(including social 

and emotional 

development, 

approaches 

toward learning), 

mathematics, 

science, social 

studies, language 

and literacy, 

physical well-

being and motor 

development. 

Kindergarten  

Readiness  

Assessment  

To provide 

educators with 

an 

understanding of 

students’ entry 

points. 

Individual 

student results  

Percent of 

students with 

composite 

scores in each 

of three bands, 

labeled 

"intense,"  

"targeted," and  

"enriched"  

State and  

District;  

Disability,  

Gender, 

Gifted,  

Homelessness,  

Limited  

English  

Proficiency,  

Longevity,  

Migrant 

Status,  

Race, and  

Economic  

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/EarlyChildhoodEduc/consortium.shtm
http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/67-19-01.pdf
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Guidance-About-Kindergarten/Ohios-New-Kindergarten-Readiness-Assessment
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Guidance-About-Kindergarten/Ohios-New-Kindergarten-Readiness-Assessment
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3301.0715
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3301.0715
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3301.0715
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Media/Press-Kits/Kindergarten-Readiness.pdf.aspx
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Media/Press-Kits/Kindergarten-Readiness.pdf.aspx
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Media/Press-Kits/Kindergarten-Readiness.pdf.aspx
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Media/Press-Kits/Kindergarten-Readiness.pdf.aspx
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Media/Press-Kits/Kindergarten-Readiness.pdf.aspx
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Media/Press-Kits/Kindergarten-Readiness.pdf.aspx
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Ohio  
(continued) 

Disadvantage  

Oklahoma*  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Okla. Stat. 

tit. 70, 

§1210.508C 

All  Reading   Districts must 

use one of  

DIBELS,  

Berkeley  

Evaluation and   

Assessment  

Research  

(BEAR)  

Assessment, or  

Literacy First  

To guide 

instruction 

and 

intervention  

Number of  

students in a 

district 

identified as at 

risk  

    

Oregon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Or. Rev. Stat. 

§ 336.101 

Common 

statewide 

assessment => 

all children or 

voluntary?  

Early literacy, 

early math, 

social-emotional 

development, 

approaches to 

learning and self-

regulation. 

Oregon 

Kindergarten 

Readiness 

Assessment 

To provide 

parents, 

teachers and 

early 

childhood 

providers 

with 

information 

on what 

children 

know and 

the skills 

they have 

before 

entering 

school. 

Provide a 

statewide 

   

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Guidance-About-Kindergarten/Ohios-New-Kindergarten-Readiness-Assessment
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Guidance-About-Kindergarten/Ohios-New-Kindergarten-Readiness-Assessment
http://ok.gov/sde/early-childhood-and-family-education#Kinder
http://www.oklegislature.gov/tsrs_os_oc.aspx
http://www.oklegislature.gov/tsrs_os_oc.aspx
http://www.oklegislature.gov/tsrs_os_oc.aspx
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os70.rtf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os70.rtf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os70.rtf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os70.rtf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os70.rtf
http://oregonearlylearning.com/kindergarten-assessment/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/lawsstatutes/2013ors336.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/lawsstatutes/2013ors336.html
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Oregon 
(continued) 

perspective 

to track 

progress 

over time. 

Pennsylvania  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pennsylvania 

Kindergarten 

Entry 

Inventory 

Pilot 

In 

Development 

 Social and 

emotional 

development, 

language and 

literacy, 

mathematics, 

approaches to 

learning, and 

health wellness 

and physical 

development. 

Pennsylvania 

Kindergarten 

Entry Inventory  

Provides a report 

to parents, guide 

teacher 

instruction and 

inform policy. 

   

Rhode Island Kindergarten 

Entry 

Assessment 

 

In 

Development 

   To determine 

entry status of 

children starting 

kindergarten and 

to guide 

instruction 

   

Tennessee  Tenn. R. & 

Regs. 0520-

01-03-.05 

 

Tenn. Code 

Ann § 49-1-

614 

All  Varies based on 

the assessment 

selected  

Locally 

determined; 

must be  

"comprehensive"  

To guide 

instruction  

      

Texas*  

 

Tex. Ed. 

Code 

All  Reading  Kindergarten 

Readiness 

To evaluate 

prekindergarten 

Individual 

student and 

    

http://oregonearlylearning.com/kindergarten-assessment/
http://www.ocdelresearch.org/Reports/Kindergarten%20Entry%20Inventory%20%28KEI%29/2013%20KEI%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.ocdelresearch.org/Reports/Kindergarten%20Entry%20Inventory%20%28KEI%29/2013%20KEI%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.ocdelresearch.org/Reports/Kindergarten%20Entry%20Inventory%20%28KEI%29/2013%20KEI%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.ocdelresearch.org/Reports/Kindergarten%20Entry%20Inventory%20%28KEI%29/2013%20KEI%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.ocdelresearch.org/Reports/Kindergarten%20Entry%20Inventory%20%28KEI%29/2013%20KEI%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.ocdelresearch.org/Reports/Kindergarten%20Entry%20Inventory%20%28KEI%29/2013%20KEI%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/EarlyChildhoodAssessment.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/EarlyChildhoodAssessment.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/EarlyChildhoodAssessment.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/EarlyChildhoodAssessment.aspx
http://www.tn.gov/education/early_learning/index.shtml
http://www.tn.gov/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20140430.pdf
http://www.tn.gov/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20140430.pdf
http://www.tn.gov/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20140430.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20100331.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20100331.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20100331.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20100331.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20100331.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20100331.pdf
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=4528
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm#28.006
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm#28.006
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Texas* 

(continued) 

§28.006 System (KRS)  programs, Head 

Start and 

community 

based licensed 

child care 

programs. 

aggregate 

district results 

on most of the 

approved 

assessments  

Utah  Utah Code 

Ann. § 53A-

1-606.7 

Voluntary Literacy and 

Numeracy 

 

 

     

Vermont   Early 

Education: 

Kindergarten 

Readiness 

Voluntary; 

data received 

for 91% of 

students in 

2013-2014 

survey. 

5 domains: Social 

and  

Emotional  

Development,  

Approaches to  

Learning,  

Communication,  

Cognitive 

Development and 

General 

Knowledge, and 

Physical Health 

and  

Development and 

wellness  

Kindergarten 

Readiness 

Survey (KRS)  

To track the 

portion of 

students ready 

for kindergarten 

and for regional 

and state-wide  

planning. 

Results of 

anonymous 

teacher surveys  

Percent of 

students 

"beginning," 

"practicing," 

and  

"performing 

independently" 

on each 

criteria (within 

a domain), and 

the percent of 

students ready 

in each 

domain.  

State  

Virginia*  

 

 

 

 

Virginia 

Performs, 

School 

Readiness 

Voluntary, with 

99% use  

Reading  Phonological  

Awareness  

Literacy  

Screening for 

Kindergarten 

To "identify 

children in need 

of additional 

instruction and to 

provide early 

Individual 

student results  

    

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=4528
http://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/Kindergarten.aspx
http://le.utah.gov/code/TITLE53A/htm/53A01_060607.htm
http://le.utah.gov/code/TITLE53A/htm/53A01_060607.htm
http://le.utah.gov/code/TITLE53A/htm/53A01_060607.htm
http://education.vermont.gov/early-education/kindergarten-readiness
http://education.vermont.gov/early-education/kindergarten-readiness
http://education.vermont.gov/early-education/kindergarten-readiness
http://education.vermont.gov/early-education/kindergarten-readiness
http://education.vermont.gov/early-education/kindergarten-readiness
http://education.vermont.gov/early-education/kindergarten-readiness
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/early_childhood/school_readiness/
http://vaperforms.virginia.gov/indicators/education/schoolReadiness.php
http://vaperforms.virginia.gov/indicators/education/schoolReadiness.php
http://vaperforms.virginia.gov/indicators/education/schoolReadiness.php
http://vaperforms.virginia.gov/indicators/education/schoolReadiness.php
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Virginia*  

 (continued) 

(PALS-K)  intervention 

services to those 

students with 

diagnosed 

needs," and by 

the governor's 

office to track 

kindergarten 

readiness  

Washington  

 

 

 

Wash. Rev. 

Code § 

28A.150.315 

Voluntary Social-emotional, 

physical, 

cognitive, 

language, literacy 

and mathematics 

Teaching 

Strategies 

GOLD: teacher 

assessment tool. 

Provide 

kindergarten 

teachers with 

information 

about the 6 

domains so they 

may tailor their 

instruction to the 

individual needs 

of each child. 

   

West  

Virginia  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WV Pre-K 

Child 

Assessment 

System  

 

Office of 

Early 

Learning: 

School 

Readiness  

 

 10 Key Items: 

Number and 

numerical 

operations, 

classification and 

algebraic 

thinking, 

geometry and 

measurement, 

scientific inquiry, 

self-regulation, 

Early Learning 

Scale (ELS) 

To look at 

growth trends 

across the 

developmental 

domains 

   

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/early_childhood/school_readiness/
http://www.del.wa.gov/development/kindergarten/pilot.aspx
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.315
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.315
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.315
http://wvde.state.wv.us/ready-set-go/doc/School_Readiness_Profile_For_Web.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/ready-set-go/doc/School_Readiness_Profile_For_Web.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/childhood-assessment.php
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/childhood-assessment.php
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/childhood-assessment.php
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/childhood-assessment.php
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/school-readiness.php
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/school-readiness.php
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/school-readiness.php
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/school-readiness.php
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/school-readiness.php
http://static.k12.wv.us/oel/docs/WV%20Pre-K%20Child%20Assessment%20System%20Overview%201%2012.pdf


 
 

STATE APPROACHES TO SCHOOL READINESS 
 

www.NCSL.org | Denver (303) 364-7700 | Washington, D.C. (202) 624-5400 

State
1 

Statute or 

Regulation
2
 

Students 

Assessed 

Domains 

Assessed 

Assessment 

Instrument 

Data Use
3 

Reported to 

State 

State Reports Disaggregated 

by 

West  

Virginia 

(continued) 

Still in 

development 

play, oral 

language, 

phonological 

awareness, print 

awareness, 

writing. 

Wyoming  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wyoming 

Early 

Learning 

Foundations 

for Children 

Ages 3-5 

All  9 domains:  

Representation,  

Language,  

Writing,  

Reading,  

Geometry/  

Algebra,  

Number/  

Operations,  

Scientific 

Thinking, Self-

regulation, and 

Social Problem 

solving  

Instructional  

Foundations for  

Kindergarten 

(IFK)  

To identify "the 

status of young 

students and to 

establish a 

baseline and 

trends for data 

indicators on 

children entering 

kindergarten"  

Individual 

student results  

Percent of 

students 

receiving each 

score (1-5) on 

each domain, 

with a 4 or 5 

considered 

proficient  

State; Gender,  

IEP Status,  

Race/ 

Ethnicity  

 

* The kindergarten assessment is part of a broader K-2 (North Carolina, Texas) or K-3 (Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Oklahoma, Virginia) assessment and intervention 

strategy. 

 

 

________________________________________________________ 

1 
Hyperlink text is to the website where the state’s most recent school readiness report is available.  

2 
Hyperlink text is to the state’s version of the statute or regulation. May be in PDF or RTF format. 

3 
Hyperlink text is to the source of information, if available online. Information without a hyperlink is derived from interviews with state department of education staff.    

http://wvde.state.wv.us/ready-set-go/doc/School_Readiness_Profile_For_Web.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/ready-set-go/doc/School_Readiness_Profile_For_Web.pdf
http://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/standards/early-childhood-readiness/
http://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/standards/early-childhood-readiness/
http://issuu.com/elf3-5/docs/13-align-0001_early_learning_guides?e=8945347/4234966#222222
http://issuu.com/elf3-5/docs/13-align-0001_early_learning_guides?e=8945347/4234966#222222
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http://issuu.com/elf3-5/docs/13-align-0001_early_learning_guides?e=8945347/4234966#222222
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf
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