
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 
 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:00 a.m., March 9, 2021 in 

the County Commission Meeting Room. 

 

   

 The meeting was called to order by President Don Smith who invited those present to join 

in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

President Smith then declared the following Commissioners present:   Samantha Stone, 

Dave Price and Don Smith. 

 

  

Also present was Kathy Mace, County Administrator. 

  

 The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:    

              

       Jennifer Graham-Dominion Post  Kathy Plum-PCN&J 

 Louis W. Friend-L&L Auto Truck Repair Rob Kirk-Terra Alta Fire Chief 

 Andy Lipscomb                            Deanna Lively              

                 

   

 

 No one registered prior to the meeting to address the Commission: 

     

 

 

 

Review of Bills 

           Commissioner Stone moved, after reviewing, to authorize payment of all properly presented 

and approved invoices.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

 with Commissioners Stone, Price and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

 

 

Assessor’s Office – Consideration and/or action 

 

 There was no Tax Correction List, Notice of Apportionments, Consolidation of Land or 

County Court Splits. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments 
 
  

9:05 a.m. – Louis Friend, Facilitator for L & L Aut o Truck Repair and Recycle Service –           
Request to Transfer Salvage License 

  Mr. Louis Friend addressed the commission with a request to approve the transfer of 
license, of an auto salvage yard business, owned by Hank Mitter to his son, Lowell Larew, 
so the business can continue to operate. 

  Kathy Mace advised the commissioners to review the permit issued in 1988 and have 
the prosecuting attorney review everything before making a decision. 

  Mr. Friend said the State Department of Transportation has approved the application 
and now requires the county’s approval. 

  Subject to be put on the fast track and revisited. 
  
 
 
 
 
9:15 a.m. – Rob Kirk, Terra Alta Volunteer Fire Department – Regarding vehicle return and 

thank you 
  President Smith introduced Rob Kirk, Fire Chief of Terra Alta Volunteer 

Department, with appreciation and a thank you to the commission, Sheriff’s Department, 
and the county for the use of a Dodge truck given to the Terra Alta Volunteer Fire 
Department several years ago for their use.  He said they maintained the vehicle with body 
work, fixed the fender, back quarter panel and bed and put a new rear bumper on it. 

  The department was able to purchase a new vehicle and would like to return the 
Dodge truck to the county.  Ms. Mace asked Mr. Kirk to give Duane Hamilton a call before 
returning it and to bring the title. 

   
     
 
 
 
   

 Approval of Minutes –  February 2, 2021,  February 9, 2021,  Board of Equalization and  
        Review January 29, 2021, February 4, 10, 12 and 16, 2021 
 
  Commissioner Stone made a motion to approve the minutes of  February 2, 2021 and 
 February 9, 2021.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
 Commissioners Stone, Price and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
  Commissioner Stone made a motion to approve the minutes of  the Board of Equalization 
 and Review for January 29, 2021, February 4, 10, 12, and 16, 2021.  Commissioner Price seconded 
 the motion. A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Price and Smith voting yes.  
 Motion carried. 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 



 

 

 
Proceedings in Vacation – February 25, 2021 through March 3, 2021 
 
Under NEW BUSINESS Commissioner Stone moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on, February 25, 2021 through March 3, 
2021 inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been 
no exception or objections filed thereto.  (See attached.) 
 

 
 

 
Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Price and 
Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 



 

 

 
Estate Settlements -February 23, 2021 thru February 26, 2021 
 
Commissioner Price moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 
 

 

 
 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Stone  
and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner Report – None 
 



 

 

 
Old Business – Consideration and/or action 
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action   
 

 
 
 
 Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 

 President Smith recognized Kathy Mace for the Administrators Report. 
 

A. Friends of the Preston Academy Inc – Funding request 
        Ms. Mace received a letter from Susan Miller with a fund request in the amount of 
  $4,000 to repair the foundation of the Preston Academy which would  allow them to  
  continue their efforts to provide commercial rental space. 
   This request will be considered during budget time. (See attached). 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

B. Records Management and Preservation Board grant award for the office of Assessor 
 Ms. Mace presented a letter received from the Records Management and 
Preservation Board with notification that a grant has been awarded to the Assessor’s 
Office for scanning, personnel cost to scan and index title research documents and to 
purchase a wide format color scanner and four desk top color scanners to digitize 
personal property tax and research documents. 
 She also mentioned that the $1,000 commitment is in the budget and starts July 1, 
2021. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

C. SIEEP Grant February Reimbursement 
 Commissioner Stone made a motion to authorize the President to sign the SIEEP 
Grant reimbursement for February.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll 
call vote was taken with Commissioners Stone, Price and Smith voting yes.  Motion 
carried. (See attached.) 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

D. Budget Revisions – none presented 
 
 
 

 



 

 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 Housekeeping item from when the contract was signed with Keystone 
Waterproofing for repairs to the courthouse.  Second page requires the president’s 
signature. (See attached.) 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

• IT meeting last week went very well 
 

• Presented the books today for the budget. Meetings with elected officials will 
 begin Monday, March 15, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. with a couple of items for general 
 review (job descriptions seen in the past) and also the contract for IT Mindshare. 
 Review and email any questions to Kathy before 4:30 p.m., Thursday, March 11, 
 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 

At 9:31 a.m., Commissioner Stone made a motion to go into Executive Session for a legal 
matter. Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioner 
Stone, Price and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried.   

Those in attendance for the Executive Session were Commissioners Stone, Price and Smith 
and Kathy Mace, Administrator. 

 
 
   EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
                   



 

 

  At 9:41 a.m., Commissioner Price made a motion to come out of Executive Session.             
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners     
Price, Stone and Smith voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 
 President Smith advised no action taken, information only. 
 
 
 
 
 Information 

A. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 

                        
Commissioners Comments 
 
  
 
 
 
  
             
 At 9:45 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Smith 
declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
                                                    
      ____________________________________ 
           Commissioner 
 
                                                                         ____________________________________ 

                          Commissioner 
       

___________________________________   
   Commissioner 
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