


STEVEN J. HOLWERDA, CFA 
Managing Director  
Steve Holwerda, CFA, joined Ferguson Wellman in 1989 and serves as managing director of the firm. 
Holwerda is a portfolio manager with clients concentrated in Portland, Vancouver, Eugene and 
Medford.  

Prior to joining Ferguson Wellman, Holwerda was a regional director for the University of Oregon 
athletic department and a national director for the NCAA Volunteers for Youth. Raised in South 
Dakota, Holwerda earned his B.S. in economics from South Dakota State University and an M.B.A. 
from the University of Oregon. He is a member and past president of the Chartered Financial 
Analysts Society of Portland. 

Holwerda has served as president or chairman for numerous community and nonprofit boards 
including the University of Oregon Foundation, Portland Business Alliance, Portland Golf Club and 
Boys and Girls Club of Portland, among others. He was awarded the William S. Naito Service Award 
in 2014 by the Portland Business Alliance for his community leadership. Presently, he serves as a 
board member of the Portland Art Museum and is also a trustee of Pioneer Courthouse Square.  

Steve grew up in South Dakota but has been an Oregonian since 1985. He and his wife, Kasey, live in 
Lake Oswego and have three grown children. He enjoys college athletics, golf, hunting and collecting 
antique mechanical banks. 
 



Steve James Holwerda 
 

 Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
503-226-1444 (work)  (cell) 

 
 
 

EXPERIENCE 
 
JANUARY 1989 to PRESENT 
MANAGING DIRECTOR, FERGUSON WELLMAN CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 
Started my career at Ferguson Wellman as Vice President of marketing and sales. In 1994 I 
became a Sr. Vice President and transitioned to portfolio management working directly with 
clients to meet their investment goals, which I continue to do to this day. My partners and I 
purchased the firm from the founders in 1997 and at that time I became our Chief Operating 
Officer with management duties running our firm. My client facing portfolio management 
responsibilities continued. At the end of 2019 my title was changed to Managing Director with 
the same company management responsibilities.   
 1989 to 1993 – Vice President of Marketing and Sales 
 1994 to 1997 – Sr. Vice President, Portfolio Manager 
 1997 to 2019 – Principal, Chief Operating Officer 
 2020 to present – Managing Director 
 
SEPTEMBER 1985 TO DECEMBER 1988 
REGIONAL DIRECTOR DUCK ATHLETIC FUND, UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 
Hired to establish the first satellite fundraising office for the University of Oregon athletic 
department in Southern Oregon. Recruited potential donors, organized and implemented the 
annual regional fundraising campaign, provided a contact and resource for local Duck fans, and 
created the first golf and auction fundraising event in Southern Oregon. Spent the last two years 
running the Portland satellite office and fulfilling the same responsibilities but on a larger scale.  
 
JUNE 1984 TO AUGUST 1985 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR VOLUNTEERS FOR YOUTH, NCAA 
Volunteers for Youth was a one on one friendship program between student athletes and junior 
high school kids with low self-esteem. There were 43 universities in the country with the 
program, which was run locally by student athletes on campus. Each year the NCAA would 
hire 5 recent graduates who ran a local university program to be national directors. Our job was 
to visit each of the 43 schools for 3 to 5 days, meet their student directors, faculty 
representatives, evaluate their program, assist with their structure and help grow the program. 
 

 
 
 
 



EDUCATION & DESIGNATIONS 
 
MAY 1984 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, COMMERCIAL ECONOMICS, MINOR IN COMPUTER 
SCIENCE, SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
MAY 1991 
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 
 
SEPTEMBER 1994 
CHARTERED FINANCIAL ANALYST 
 
 
ACTIVITES & AWARDS 
 
Portland Society of Financial Analysts, President of the Board, 1999/2000 
Boys & Girls Club, President of the Board, 2000 
Lake Oswego Schools Foundation, President of the Board, 2005 
Portland Business Alliance, Board Chair, 2008/2009 
YPO Oregon, Chapter President, 2009/2010 
Elevate Oregon, President of the Board, 2011/ 2013 
William S. Naito Outstanding Service Award, 2014 
University of Oregon Foundation, Board Chair, 2014/15 & 2015/2016 
Portland Golf Club, President, 2019 
Portland Art Museum, Trustee, 2012 – present 
Pioneer Courthouse Square, Trustee, 2014 to present 
 
 
 






