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    Our journey began in 1998 with a dream to change the landscape of the cultural 
community in the area. Thanks to the countless people who were with us when 
we opened our doors in 2001 and thousands more who joined us along the way, 
the success of the JBFC vision is bigger than we ever could have imagined. 

And here we are now, celebrating our 15th anniversary. Over the years, we’ve 
enjoyed exceptional film programming, innovative approaches to literacy 
education, deep community engagement, and meaningful dialogue. More about 
our history follows, but first we want to share an important and far-reaching year 
in the life of the Jacob Burns Film Center. 

A highlight of 2015 was the opening of our two new theaters. With a total of 
five screens, we can present so many more dynamic films along with inventive 
programs curated by JBFC staff, international fellows, emerging artists, and 
partnering organizations. On the education front, we moved forward with  
our groundbreaking curriculum Image, Sound, and Story, a series of hands-on 
projects that emphasize process, challenge-based learning, collaboration,  
and reflection. 

On top of all of this, we completed a comprehensive strategic planning process in 
June 2015. The end result is a dynamic representation of the creative, passionate, 
and exceedingly thoughtful efforts of the JBFC community, including staff, board, 
audience members, donors, and professional colleagues from Westchester 
County and beyond. On page 20, you will find a summary of the major goals and 
core strategies we identified as most crucial to our continued success, with a  
link to the strategic plan. 

We hope you enjoy reading all that we accomplished together this past year,  
as well as our plans for the future. Together, we will create the next chapter  
of the JBFC story. 

Thank you for being a part of this very special community,

Hugh Price   Janet Benton   Edie Demas
Chair, Board of Directors  Vice Chair, Board of Directors   Executive Director 
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    It's been only five years since I welcomed longtime friend Steven Spielberg as 
our guest at the Burns' 10th Anniversary Celebration.  In JBFC time, five years 
passes like a heartbeat. 

When I think about the JBFC’s early history, one moment always comes to 
mind—Pleasantville Day 2001. It was a sunny May Saturday, and volunteers for 
the soon-to-be-open theater had set up a popcorn stand down the street in 
Memorial Plaza. We hoped we could spread the word about the new place to any 
interested parties who strolled by on this popular community day.  

So we gave out free Pleasantville Day popcorn. We also distributed free tickets 
to a community screening. We thought we might sign up a few optimists as 
members. The wild hope was that by the end of the first year 500 members 
would have signed on.

Much to our amazement, 200 people joined on that single day. We had more than 
1,000 members by the time our doors opened on June 21. And that film for the 
community screening? Pleasantville, of course. That’s the one in which the world 
suddenly bursts happily from black-and-white into color. It was perfect for the 
occasion. We couldn’t have set the scene for the JBFC’s first 15 years any better.
 
Whether you joined us way back at the beginning or are new to our community, 
you’ll enjoy exploring some of the people, programs, milestones, and projects 
that have shaped and defined the JBFC’s first decade and a half. Take a few 
moments to enjoy our interactive 15th anniversary timeline, which can only begin 
to capture the nonstop amazements we’ve been through together. We’ve come 
so far—yet it feels like we’re just getting started. It’s mind-boggling to wonder 
what milestones and great moments the next five years will hold.

With warmest thanks to the JBFC community,

Janet Maslin
President, Board of Directors

https://burnsfilmcenter.org/timeline/
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I am so grateful for the Remix 
series. The examination into 
the black experience, including 
the persistent and toxic effect 
of racism, is essential if the 
Jacob Burns is to be a vital, 
living, breathing reflection of 
our culture. I appreciate that the 
series brings in new audiences, 
mixed in color, age, and 
experience, to share powerful 
films and conversation. I love that 
people who work day to day to 
bring about social justice join us 
for these programs and that we 
often leave the theater with more 
questions than answers.

— Phyllis Ross 
JBFC member

“
“

FILM
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봉준호The Films of 
       BONG JOON-HO 
                      March 19-April 2, 2015

Q&As with Director Bong 
after each screening 

살인의 추억

괴물

마더

설국열차

Memories of Murder
The Host

Mother
Snowpiercer

This program is made possible through The 
Kathryn W. Davis Fellowship for International
Understanding Through Film with support 
from the National Endowment for the Arts.

각 영화 상영후 봉준호 감독과의 Q&A가 있습니다.  

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER 
364 Manville Road, Pleasantville, NY • Info-line 914.747.5555
Visit burnsfilmcenter.org for tickets and complete film programming 
For information and group sales: 914.773.7663, ext. 6
Exit 30 Saw Mill Pkwy N/Exit 29 S

Sponsored by the Westchester 
Community Foundation and made 
possible through The Rudyard and 
Emanuella Reimss Fund, dedicated 
to promoting Germanic culture in 
Westchester County.

JUNE 23–29
2015

PRESENTED IN CONJUNCTION WITH “THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS,” a series of exhibitions now showing in local museums

The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie
The Garden of Earthly Delights
Into the Woods 
The Last Wave 
The Tribe 
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers 
The Gold Rush

Sponsored by

March 4–25, 2015
The Guitar Mongoloid

Involuntary

Play

Force Majeure

CLICK HERE 
to explore JBFC
film memories—
and more—from 
the past 15 years

Sponsored by The series is supported in part by the Cultural Services of the French Embassy, NY.

  Breakout Roles
SEPT. 17–OCT. 8, 2015

CinemaFrench
Classic

JEANNE MOREAU

PHILIPPE NOIRET

SIMONE SIGNORET 

EMMANUELLE BÉART 

ALAIN DELON 

JEAN-PAUL BELMONDO

BRIGITTE BARDOT

JULIETTE BINOCHE
ISABELLE HUPPERTDANIEL AUTEUIL 

YVES MONTAND
ANOUK AIMÉE 

JEAN GABIN 

CATHERINE DENEUVE 

ISABELLE ADJANI

FOCUS ON
October 8–28, 2015

Focus on Nature is presented in partnership with 
Scenic Hudson and Groundwork Hudson Valley and 
made possible through the generous support of 
the Hoch family and the van Hengel Family Fund.Presented in partnership with

WORKS from 
WESTCHESTERelement

LOCAL

CommunityMatters
sponsored by

local issues  discussion  activism

CommunityMatters
sponsored by

local issues  discussion  activism

CommunityMatters
sponsored by

local issues  discussion  activism

FRAME
 WORKS
 ART ON FILM

2015 

April 1
Exhibition 

April 2 
Levitated Mass

  
April 6

Museum Hours 
 

April 7
Fifi Howls from Happiness 

NEW ROMANIAN
CINEMA

MAKING WAVES

DEC. 3–8
2015

SERIES CURATOR MIHAI CHIRILOV WILL APPEAR AT EVERY SCREENING.

Making Waves is presented by the Romanian Film Institute in partnership 
with the Jacob Burns Film Center and the Film Society of Lincoln Center.

Making Waves is made possible with support from

Emerging Documentary Voices
from the Middle East and North Africa

MAY 1-6, 2015

This series is made possible by  
The Kathryn W. Davis Fellowship for  

International Understanding Through Film.

Remix is a new year-round series examining the legacy of institutional racism 
and the modern black experience in film, media, and art. 

“CULTURE IS FOR EVERYBODY.” 
—Spike Lee

Dance on 
Fi

lm

Oct. 29–Nov. 8, 2

01
5

This series is made possible through 
the generosity of an anonymous donor.

May 6-June 4, 2015

JAZZ SESSIONS 

Sponsored by Adam R. Rose and Peter R. McQuillan

THE GREATS ON CAMERA

CONTEMPORARY 

ARAB CINEMA
SEPT. 9-15, 2015

Guest Curator Lina Matta will  
introduce every screening

Sponsored by 
Janet Maslin and Ben Cheever 
The Lucille and Paul Maslin Foundation

WFUV is the exclusive 
media partner of 
Sounds of Summer.

New Music Documentaries
July 16-Aug. 27, 2015

Featuring the music of: Béla Fleck, Leon Russell, Glen Campbell,  
The Beatles, R.E.M., Afrika Bambaataa & the Soulsonic Force, Elliot Smith,  

The Wrecking Crew, The Who, Bad Brains, Minor Threat, and more.

THE
MEDITATIVE

LIFE

THE
MEDITATIVE

LIFE
JUNE 3-8

2015

MONK WITH A CAMERA
TOM KENYON AND THE POWER OF SOUND
AWAKE: THE LIFE OF YOGANANDA 
THOMAS KEATING: A RISING TIDE OF SILENCE
MANAKAMANA
DEATH BY SHORTS

TOM KENYON

SPONSORED BY    
AJC Westchester / Fairfield    
The David Berg Foundation     
Consulate General of Israel in New York     
Deborah S. Becker    
Joseph & Roberta Rosenblum     
Paul Willensky  & Harriet Blumencranz 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH    
The Jewish Week      

WITH SUPPORT FROM     
Cuddy & Feder LLP     
Ganer + Ganer, PLLC    
Downtown Investment Advisory    
TIGER 21 

Sponsored by

Family Films 

Global Watch 

Science on 
Screen

World Stage  
on Screen

Programmers’ 
Picks   

FRAMING STORIES

UNIQUE T0 2015

FILM

https://burnsfilmcenter.org/timeline/
https://burnsfilmcenter.org/timeline/
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The JBFC is 
a force for 
social change 
disguised as a 
movie theater.
— Jonathan Demme,  

JBFC Board member 2006–15  
and current curator 

A Story for Everyone. 
With 402 films from 
46 countries, there 
was something for 
everyone at the JBFC 
in 2015.

“

“
For a complete list of films, 
CLICK HERE  

https://d21ehp1kf1k9m9.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/19145353/film_list_2015.pdf


SPECIAL GUESTS,  
SPECIAL MOMENTS
Just some of the 217 filmmakers, 
artists, musicians, authors, and others 
who entertained, educated, and moved 
us this year.
Arlene Alda  

Laurie Anderson 2

Noah Baumbach 9

Jon Bowermaster 

Fred “Fab 5 Freddy” 
Brathwaite  

J. C. Chandor 

Michael Chernus  

Jonathan Demme 11

Abigail Disney 5

Jesse Eisenberg 1

Béla Fleck  

Ron Garan  

Nelson George  

Bobcat Goldthwait  

Meg Griffin  

Mark Harris  

Paul Holdengräber  

Tom Hooper 3 

Noah Hutton  

Bong Joon-ho  

Charlie Kaufman 6 

Shola Lynch 7 

Virginia Madsen  

Ivy Meeropol  

Natalie Merchant 8   

Stanley Nelson 

Chazz Palminteri  

Richard Price  

Terrence Rafferty  

Andrew Revkin  

William C. Rhoden  

David O. Russell 4

Bryan Stevenson 10  

Christine Vachon  

Raven Wilkinson  

….and many more!

CLICK HERE to explore special 
moments from the past 15 years

“Thanks to all for a wildly successful 
evening—and to your team for their 
stalwart and delicious support.” 

—Erik Greenberg Anjou, director, Deli Man
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https://burnsfilmcenter.org/timeline/
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VISITING FELLOWS
Through our Visiting Fellows program, filmmakers, educators, artists, and programmers from across 
the country and around the world live, work, and teach on the JBFC campus. Thanks to a generous 2007 
grant from Kathryn Davis, the Jacob Burns Film Center purchased 5 Grant St., a residence adjacent to 
the Media Arts Lab for our Visiting Fellows to call home. 

Sarra Abidi
Tunisia
Spring 2015

Prior to launching her film career, Sarra Abidi studied 
graphic design at the High Institute of Fine Arts in 
Tunis and received a master’s degree in film editing at 
INSAS, in Belgium. Sarra received the Chicken & Egg 
Development Grant at the 2012 Greenhouse forum and 
the prestigious Vision Sud Est award for best promising 
filmmaker from the Maghreb at Vision du Réel film 
festival. While in residence, Sarra worked on her first 
feature film, The Dead Can’t Vote, a documentary about 
chemical pollution in southern Tunisia. She also shared 
and discussed her film with JBFC audiences.  

Bong Joon-ho
South Korea
Spring 2015

Bong Joon-ho is one of the most successful South 
Korean filmmakers ever, with a wide international 
reputation. The LA Times says, “Bong Joon-ho is the 
rare filmmaker who seems to work both within and 
beyond the confines of genre. His brisk, funny, extremely 
well-made movies deliver the familiar pleasures 
of pop entertainment, though often in unfamiliar 
configurations.” He is the award-winning director/
screenwriter of Barking Dogs Never Bite, Memories of 
Murder, The Host, Mother, and Snowpiercer. During his 
time at the JBFC, Director Bong was accompanied by 
producer and Hartsdale native Dooho Choi. Director 
Bong attended screenings of his four most recent films, 
participated in Q&As, and worked on preproduction for 
his upcoming project while he was in residence.

FILM
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My students loved Trumbo 
and were able to make many 
connections between it, The 
Crucible, and current events. We 
continued the discussion in class, 
and the students felt empowered 
by all their newfound knowledge. 
As a teacher for the past 31 
years, I know how much these 
experiences mean to the students, 
and I truly appreciate the JBFC’s 
commitment to fostering learning 
outside the classroom.

—  Barbara Peist 
English Teacher, Thornton High School, Mt. Vernon

“

“

EDUCATION

CLICK HERE to explore JBFC 
education highlights—and  
more—from the past 15 years.
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https://burnsfilmcenter.org/timeline/
https://burnsfilmcenter.org/timeline/
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PROGRAMS FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
The JBFC supports educators with curriculum for innovative literacy education. In our age of visual 
communication, students who are truly college- and career-ready demonstrate skills of critical 
analysis, creative collaboration, and multimedia communication. From pre-K through grade 12, all our 
programs are aligned with the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy. 
Field trips, residencies, and school partnerships give students and teachers an opportunity to engage 
with JBFC’s stellar faculty of mediamakers, storytellers, and educators.

Focus on Nature
Pre-K–Grade 12

Seeing Stories
Pre-K–Grade 2

See Hear Feel Film
Grade 3

Minds in Motion  
Grade 4

School Partnerships
Grade 5–12

Classroom to Screening Room
Grades 5–12

Cinemania
Grades 7–8

CLICK HERE for an overview of 
all programs for schools and 
community groups.

EDUCATION
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https://education.burnsfilmcenter.org/education/for-schools#spy-programs
https://education.burnsfilmcenter.org/education/for-schools#spy-programs
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WE CONTINUE TO INCREASE OUR 
IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY.

Programs for Schools and 
Community Organizations
Total Enrollment: 13,823
Students Fully Subsidized by 
the JBFC: 10,223

The JBFC is in 33 of Westchester  
County’s 45 school districts. We waive  
the participation fee and reimburse 
transportation costs for schools in which 
a minimum of 35% of students qualify  
for free or reduced-price lunch.

2012

58% 69%

2013

% Subsidized by the JBFC

77%

2014

74%

2015
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Hi everybody! My name is Elian Tampus from Mr. Horan’s class and I would like 
to share with you my thoughts.

Fellow students! I know that we all want to thank all the good people here at the 
Jacob Burns Film Center and our awesome volunteers. But, I’ll bet half of you did 
this project just for the popcorn! I was thrilled about it too. But that’s not all of 
it- we also learned many things (more than eating buttery popcorn), we learned 
about movie-making.

You might have thought that this experience was fun, but it was also about 
learning how to be a friend. The way every person was included in the process 
was just ridiculous! And boy, did we work hard! I’ll bet that was the hardest 
anyone here has ever worked! We also learned how to be a team, how to share, 
and how to include everyone.

We know that this was fun. No, not just fun, special. We couldn’t have done 
it without our lead animator, Greg, and the volunteers: CJ, David, and Ms. 
Hernandez. Jacob Burns paid for everything: the supplies, iPads, popcorn, and 
even the bus ride to our red-carpet premiere. It has all been so amazing and I 
think our movies will be too. 

Thank you! 
    

The JBFC provides its 12-week animation program, Minds in Motion, to under-resourced 
schools throughout Westchester County completely free of charge. Elian Tampus, a fourth 
grader at Claremont School in Ossining, read this note at the celebratory premiere that 
capped his participation in the fall of 2015.
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CLICK HERE to watch The Eating Pony, the film Elian worked on

https://vimeo.com/164628651
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Through our professional development opportunities, the JBFC gives educators creative and technical 
experience with digital media, and support and inspiration for innovative approaches to teaching literacy  
in the classroom. Teachers learn to enhance their instruction through digital projects designed to 
integrate creativity, literacy, and technology.

Image, Sound, and Story: Pre-K–Grade 12 Curriculum
JBFC’s new curriculum is a series of hands-on projects that emphasize 
process, challenge-based learning, collaboration, and reflection. Image,  
Sound, and Story provides a scaffolded progression to support learners  
as they develop their visual and aural communication skills. Each  
curricular strand includes 10 projects designed to develop students’  
visual literacy through viewing and discussing curated media; completing  
short activities called View Now Do Nows; capturing and editing images  
and video; and revising and reflecting on their work. All projects are  
aligned with Common Core Standards and the JBFC Learning Framework  
and develop these core literacy concepts. 

   V
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 C
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COURSES AT THE MEDIA ARTS LAB  
FOR KIDS, TEENS, AND ADULTS
Total Enrollment: 851

Students fully subsidized 
by JBFC: 47

In 2015, the Jacob Burns Film 
Center offered innovative 
programs in new media, 
documentary and fiction film 
production, screenwriting, 
animation, and so much
 more for students from 
pre-K through adulthood.

I woke up today with  
such a sense of 
accomplishment and 
promise! Working as we  
did to learn new skills 
and then put them to 
creative use was not only 
incredibly enjoyable and 
satisfying but has given 
me the confidence to 
know that I will be able to 
do this again and again. 
So many stories to tell!

—Crafting the Documentary student

“

“

““

Ta
ra

 C
lu

ne
CLICK HERE to view a complete 
roster of course offerings. 

https://education.burnsfilmcenter.org/education/courses
https://education.burnsfilmcenter.org/education/courses
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JBFC EMERGING ARTISTS

The Jacob Burns Film Center is committed to supporting the development of filmmakers through 
its emerging artist fellowship program. And thanks to the continued and generous support from the 
Westchester Community Foundation, we were pleased to welcome three Valentine and Clark Emerging 
Artist Fellows to the JBFC campus in 2015.

our faculty to create a trailer about the Emerging 
Artist Fellowship. We were thrilled and very 
proud that Tara was selected as a 2016 Sundance 
Ignite Fellow.This new initiative focuses on young 
independent filmmakers, age 18–24. As part 
of her yearlong fellowship, Tara attended the 
2016 Sundance Film Festival, met with filmmakers, 
and received mentorship from Sundance 
Institute alumni.

Tara is continuing her affiliation with the JBFC 
as an instructor for a motion graphics class at
the Media Arts Lab. We’re looking forward to  
the added experience Tara’s new fellowship will 
bring to our community.

JBFC EMERGING ARTIST 
Tara Clune | Jan.–May

Tara received a BA in computer science from 
Columbia University and studied digital filmmaking 
at New York University’s School of Continuing 
Professional Studies. She currently works as a 
freelance motion graphic designer and animator, 
and her work has appeared in music videos, TV 
shows, and commercials. 

During her fellowship, Tara, a Mt. Kisco resident 
and Westchester native, wrote, directed, and 
animated Hourglass, a stop-motion–style short 
about a young girl who struggles making friends, 
and decides to build one from found objects in 
her home. Tara also created a beautiful trailer for 
JBFC’s Deadly SINema series and collaborated with 

EDUCATION
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I wish a hole could be dug through the earth from Pleasantville to Chiang Mai, two 
places which I’ve grown to love, and where the love of the moving image is shared 
by so many on opposite sides of the world.         —Champ Ensminger

JBFC EMERGING ARTIST 
Champ Ensminger | June–Aug.

A Thai-American filmmaker born in Chiang Mai 
and raised in Spokane, WA, Champ stayed in our 
Residence for Visiting Artists during his time at 
the JBFC. After graduating from the University 
of Washington in Seattle with a degree in 
comparative literature and anthropology, Champ 
moved to New York City, where he worked at 
Vimeo and then as a freelancer and production 
assistant at the web agency m ss ng p eces. 

During his fellowship at the JBFC, Champ 
created an experimental short film called US/
Caterpillar Secrets, scored with original music by 
Croton-on-Hudson–born musician Zach Cooper 
and performed by dancer and SUNY Purchase 
graduate Lindsey Jones. While shooting his 
film, Champ invited JBFC students to work on 
set and observe the production process. Champ 
also worked as a Teaching Assistant for a JBFC 
filmmaking course for teenagers from the 
Chappaqua Summer Scholarship Program.

“ “

EDUCATION

JBFC EMERGING ARTIST  
Reweina Tessema |  Sept.–Dec.

A Valhalla native and a recent graduate of the School 
of Film and Media Studies at Purchase College, 
Reweina began working with the JBFC as a Teaching 
Assistant before becoming our fall semester 
Valentine and Clark Fellow. 

During her fellowship, Reweina worked as a TA 
for Image, Sound, and Story for homeschooled 
students, several Creator’s Co-Op workshops, and 
several adult courses. Under the guidance of NYU 
screenwriting professor and JBFC faculty member 
Rob Morton, and JBFC emerging artist mentor 
Sean Weiner, Reweina developed The Roommate, a 
coming-of-age short film about a young college grad 
preparing to boldly step into adulthood. Stylistically 
inspired by indie films like Little Miss Sunshine, 
Reweina spent months creating the script with 
subject matter pulled from her own life. 

We are thrilled that Reweina has remained at the 
JBFC, serving as a teacher for Creator’s Co-Op and 
Experiments in Film and Media.  
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Alice E. Grady Elementary School, Elmsford, NY
Anne M. Dorner Middle School, Ossining, NY
Bedford Road School, Pleasantville, NY
Bethune Junior/Senior High School, 
Dobbs Ferry, NY
Blue Mountain Middle School, 
Cortlandt Manor, NY
Boys & Girls Club of Northern Westchester,
Mt. Kisco, NY
Briarcliff High School, Briarcliff, NY
Briarcliff Middle School, Briarcliff, NY
Brookside Elementary School, Ossining, NY
Casimir Pulaski Elementary School, 
Yonkers, NY
Cecil H. Parker Elementary School, 
Mt. Vernon, NY
Chappaqua Summer Scholarship Program, 
Chappaqua, NY
Charter School of Educational Excellence, 
Yonkers, NY
Church Street Elementary School, 
White Plains, NY
Claremont Elementary School, Ossining, NY
Columbus Elementary School, Mt. Vernon, NY
Convent of the Sacred Heart, Greenwich, CT
Cross Hill Academy, Yonkers, NY
Daniel Webster Elementary School, 
New Rochelle, NY
Dows Lane Elementary School, Irvington, NY
Edgemont Middle /High School, Scarsdale, NY
Edgewood Elementary School, Scarsdale, NY
Edward Williams Elementary School, 
Mt. Vernon, NY
Elm Street Neighborhood Center, Yonkers, NY
Enrico Fermi School of the Performing Arts, 
Yonkers, NY
Eugenio Maria de Hostos MicroSociety School, 
Yonkers, NY
Fairfield Ludlow High School, Fairfield, CT
Fox Lane High School, Bedford, NY
Fox Meadow Elementary School, Scarsdale, NY
George M. Davis Elementary School, New 
Rochelle, NY
George Washington Elementary School, 
White Plains, NY
Girls Prep Bronx Elementary School, Bronx, NY  
Gorton High School, Yonkers, NY
Graham Elementary School, Mt. Vernon, NY

Greenville Elementary School, Scarsdale, NY
Greenwich High School, Greenwich, CT
Hackley School, Tarrytown, NY
Haldane Elementary School, Cold Spring, NY
Heathcote Elementary School, Scarsdale, NY
Hendrick Hudson High School, Montrose, NY
Highlands Middle School, White Plains, NY
Highview Elementary School, Hartsdale, NY
Horace Greeley High School, Chappaqua, NY
Iona Preparatory School, New Rochelle, NY
Irvington Middle School, Irvington, NY
John F. Kennedy Magnet Elementary School, 
Port Chester, NY
John Jay High School, Cross River, NY
Kahlil Gibran Elementary School, Yonkers, NY
King Street Elementary School, 
Port Chester, NY
Lincoln High School, Yonkers, NY
Main Street School, Irvington, NY
Mamaroneck Ave. School, Mamaroneck, NY
Martin Luther King Jr. High School, 
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY
Mary McLeod Bethune High School, 
Greenburgh, NY
Milton School, Rye, NY
Mt. Kisco Elementary School, Mt. Kisco, NY
Mt. Vernon High School, Mt. Vernon, NY
New Rochelle High School, New Rochelle, NY
Oakside Elementary School, Peekskill, NY
Ossining Children’s Center, Ossining, NY
Ossining High School, Ossining, NY
Paideia School 15, Yonkers, NY
Paideia School 24, Yonkers, NY
Palisade Preparatory School, Yonkers, NY
Park Elementary School, Ossining, NY
PEAK Center, Mt. Vernon, NY
PEARLS Hawthorne Elementary School, 
Yonkers, NY
Pelham Preparatory Academy, Bronx, NY
Pierre van Cortlandt Middle School, 
Croton-on-Hudson, NY
Pleasantville Cottage School, Pleasantville, NY
Pleasantville High School, Pleasantville, NY
Pleasantville Middle School, Pleasantville, NY
Pocantico Hills School, Sleepy Hollow, NY
Putnam Valley High School, Putnam Valley, NY

Quaker Ridge Elementary School, Scarsdale, NY
Ridgefield Academy, Ridgefield, CT
Roaring Brook Elementary School, 
Chappaqua, NY
Roosevelt Early College High School, Yonkers, NY
Roosevelt Elementary School, Ossining, NY
Rosemarie Ann Siragusa Elementary School, 
Yonkers, NY
RSHM Life Center, Sleepy Hollow, NY
Rye Middle School, Rye, NY
Scarsdale High School, Scarsdale, NY
Scarsdale Middle School, Scarsdale, NY
School 5, Yonkers, NY
School 16, Yonkers, NY
School 30, Yonkers, NY
Seely Place School, Scarsdale, NY
Sleepy Hollow High School, Sleepy Hollow, NY
Sleepy Hollow Middle School, Sleepy Hollow, NY
Solomon Schechter School of Westchester, 
Hartsdale, NY
Somers High School, Lincolndale, NY
The Little School, Hawthorne, NY
The Masters School, Dobbs Ferry, NY
The Spence School, New York, NY
Theodore D. Young Community Center, 
White Plains, NY
Thomas A. Edison Community School, 
Port Chester, NY
Thornton High School, Mt. Vernon, NY
Todd Elementary School, Briarcliff, NY
Traphagen Elementary School, Mt. Vernon, NY
Trinity Elementary School, New Rochelle, NY
Washington Irving Elementary School, 
Tarrytown, NY
Westchester Hebrew High School, 
Mamaroneck, NY
Westhab Family Center, Elmsford, NY
Westlake Middle School, Thornwood, NY
Westorchard Elementary School, Chappaqua, NY
White Plains Middle School, White Plains, NY
William Holmes Elementary School,  
Mt. Vernon, NY
Woodlands Middle School, Hartsdale, NY
Yonkers Middle School, Yonkers, NY

2015 EDUCATION PARTNERS

EDUCATION
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Please allow me to extend 
my sincerest thanks for your 
most kind invitation to have 
our members join you for the 
viewing of Rockers. It was 
wonderful to see our home 
on the big screen and to fondly 
remember some of the sights 
and sounds of the ’70s. As an 
organization that supports 
and encourages education 
in all forms, we welcome the 
opportunity to share this great 
film with our members.

—  Lesleyann Samuel  
President, Union of Jamaican Alumni  
Associations USA 

“

“

OUTREACH
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The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, 
Ridgefield, CT 
Alliance Française de Greenwich, CT
Alliance Française de Westchester,  
White Plains, NY
Alzheimer’s Association 
ArtsWestchester, White Plains, NY
Blythedale Children’s Hospital, Valhalla, NY
Boys and Girls Clubs of America
Clearwater, Beacon, NY
Community Markets, Ossining, NY
Consulate General of France, New York, NY 
Consulate General of Israel in New York, NY 
Family Services of Westchester 
Girl Scouts of America 
GLSEN 
Ground Glass Photography Group 
Groundwork Hudson Valley 
Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center, 
Purchase, NY
Holy Innocents Church, Pleasantville, NY 
Hudson Link, Ossining, NY  
Hudson River Museum, Yonkers, NY 
Hudson Valley Writers’ Center,  
Sleepy Hollow, NY 
Katonah Museum of Art, Katonah, NY 
The Loft, White Plains, NY 
Manhattanville College Dance and Theatre 
Department, Purchase, NY 
Mercy College, Dobbs Ferry, NY 

Mosaic of Westchester 
Mt. Pleasant Public Library, Mt. Pleasant, NY 
My Second Home/Family Services  
of Westchester 
My Sisters’ Place, White Plains, NY 
Neighbors Link, Mt. Kisco, NY  
Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase, NY
New York Film Festival, New York, NY 
Ossining Children’s Center, Ossining, NY 
Pace University, Pleasantville, NY  
Planned Parenthood, Hawthorne, NY 
Pleasantville Chamber of Commerce 
Pleasantville Cottage School 
Pleasantville Farmers Market 
Pleasantville FOVA (Friends of the Visual Arts) 
Pleasantville Garden Club 
Pleasantville Middle School PTA 
Pleasantville Music Festival 
Pleasantville Recycles 
Pleasantville Senior Citizens Center 
Pleasantville SEPTA (Special Education PTA) 
Pleasantville STRONG 
ReelAbilities, New York, NY  
Rehabilitation Through the Arts, Ossining, NY 
Riverkeeper, Ossining, NY 
Romanian Cultural Institute, New York, NY
Romanian Film Initiative 
RSHM Life Center, Sleepy Hollow, NY 
Saw Mill River Audubon, Chappaqua, NY 
Scenic Hudson, Poughkeepsie, NY 

Steffi Nossen School of Dance, White Plains, NY 
Stone Barns Center for Food and Agriculture, 
Pocantico Hills, NY
SUNY Purchase College 
SUNY Westchester (WCC) 
Teatown Lake Reservation, Ossining, NY 
Union of Jamaican Alumni Associations 
Wave Hill, Bronx, NY  
WESPAC, White Plains, NY
Westchester ARC 
Westchester Children’s Association 
Westchester Community Foundation 
Westchester County African American  
Advisory Board 
Westchester County Department of Corrections 
Westchester County Tourism & Film 
Westchester Jazz Orchestra 
Westchester Jewish Community Services,  
White Plains, NY 
Westchester Library System 
Westchester Martin Luther King, Jr. Institute  
for Nonviolence, White Plains, NY 
Westchester Philharmonic 
WFUV, Bronx, NY  
White Plains Youth Bureau 
World Heritage Cultural Center,  
Pleasantville, NY 
Yonkers Residential Center, Yonkers, NY 
Youth Shelter of Westchester 
Youth Theatre Interactions, Yonkers, NY

Community-building through dialogue 
is at the very core of everything we do.
In 2015, the JBFC partnered with more than 79 
nonprofit organizations. These collaborations 
remain an important component of our mission and 
provide enriching opportunities for our members, 
as well as the community at large. We look forward 
to developing new and strategic partnerships 
throughout Westchester County and beyond. 

2015 OUTREACH PARTNERS

OUTREACH

CLICK HERE to explore highlights 
of our past 15 years.

https://burnsfilmcenter.org/timeline/
https://burnsfilmcenter.org/timeline/


20

We are extremely proud 
that this plan embodies the 
JBFC’s founding belief in 
the unique power of film to 
build community through 
shared experiences.

—  Edie Demas 
JBFC Executive Producer

“
“

THE NEXT CHAPTER: 
VITALITY, INNOVATION, PROMISE 
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PROGRAMS 
Film, education, and community define and 
guide the Jacob Burns Film Center. We are 
deeply committed to fortifying shared film-going 
experiences; creating and implementing innovative 
literacy and media-making programs for people of 
all ages; and nurturing and engaging an inclusive, 
wide-ranging, and diverse community.   

We are also dedicated to improving how these three 
areas function together, across the organization 
and across our campus. Synergy in planning, 
interdepartmental collaboration, and integration of 
our programs and community members are all key 
to our continued success.  

STEWARDSHIP
We identified essential goals to build on JBFC’s 
robust history of leadership and innovation, as 
well as the remarkable generosity of a founding 
generation of supporters. Our challenge is to 
advance our mission and capacity by investing in 
staff, sustainable structures, strong operating 
practices, and mission-driven programmatic 
investments.  

We are extremely proud that this plan embodies the 
JBFC’s founding belief in the unique power of film 
to build community through shared experiences. 
Through this effort, we have laid the groundwork 
for the next five to ten years. Together, we will 
create the next chapter of the JBFC story.

CONTINUING THE JOURNEY

We are profoundly grateful to everyone who 
has been part of the JBFC story—founders, 
donors, members, staff, volunteers, teachers, 
filmmakers, students, community partners—
the list goes on and on. Together, we have 
created a vibrant learning community brought 
together by the power of film. 

While our founding vision has served us 
exceptionally well, we must think boldly to 
identify and implement strategies to ensure 
the continued vitality of our mission and 
programs. In June 2015 we completed an 
intensive strategic planning process to gather 
ideas and insights about JBFC’s challenges 
and opportunities. 

With the steadfast guidance and expertise of 
the consulting firm WolfBrown, we developed 
six goals to shape our planning and progress 
within two distinct areas: 
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STRATEGIC PLAN

CLICK HERE to review the major goals and core 
strategies we identified as most crucial to our 
continued growth and success, as well as several 
exciting new initiatives that bring these strategies 
to life. 

https://d21ehp1kf1k9m9.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/29160357/StrategicPlan_2016_optimized-2.pdf
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My husband claims I 
spend more time at the 
Burns than at home. 
It’s become such an 
important place for so 
many of us. I’ve even 
made a very good friend 
just from seeing her so 
often while waiting in 
line for a movie. Thank 
goodness for the Burns.

—  Bonnie Gale 
JBFC member

“

“

COMMUNITY
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The strength of our community rests  
on the generosity and vision of our  
donors, members, and volunteers.  
We are able to realize dreams, expand 
programs, and open hearts and minds 
through our collective desire to fully 
achieve our mission. While we have  
built a thriving campus where stories 
are shared and created, our learning 
community transcends physical space 
through the power of film and an 
innovative approach to education.

Each year, we depend on our community 
to help raise the $2.5 million needed to 
fulfill our commitment to our audience, 
students, teachers, and partners. 

COMMUNITY

MEMBERS
Through annual contributions, members provide 
a solid base for all of our film, education, and 
outreach initiatives. In grateful appreciation, we 
offer all members ticket discounts and special 
opportunities to engage in our programs. 

SILVER SCREEN CIRCLE
Through their annual support (at levels starting 
at $2,500), Silver Screen Circle members are 
instrumental in helping us build a thriving campus 
filled with people eager to see and hear stories 
from around the world and learn to tell their 
own. We are delighted to provide Silver Screen 
Circle members with exclusive benefits, including 
easy access to tickets, private screenings and 
receptions, and so much more. Silver Screen Circle 
members at all levels are invited to be our guests at 
the annual Silver Screen Circle Dinner.

JBFC PROGRAM FUND
The JBFC Program Fund supports a wide range 
of initiatives, including film series and programs, 
scholarships and fellowships, and program and 
curriculum development. Gifts to the Program 
Fund, which can be restricted or unrestricted, are 
made through individual donations, foundation 
grants, and corporate sponsorships. 

THE JBFC VISION CIRCLE
The Vision Circle is a group of donors who
have made a commitment to the future of the 
Jacob Burns Film Center by including it in their 
estate plans. 

HOW OUR COMMUNITY UPHOLDS THE JBFC MISSION    
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CLICK HERE to learn more about membership

https://burnsfilmcenter.org/membership/join/
https://burnsfilmcenter.org/membership/join/
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Madeleine Accardi
Keir Alexander
Naomi Allen
Nancy Barr
Ann Bastone
Rosalyn Beck
Sherry Beckman
Elliot Bisgier
Irene Bisgier
Michael Bolner
Marsha Brooks
Megan Brown
Anna Burova
Martha Carter
Ann Chao
Pearl Cohen
Betty (Elizabeth) Cowan
Pam Daly 
Renate Daly
Deena Davis
Robin Dellabough
June Devaris
Lynn Doskow
CJ Erlich
Michael Esposito
Pat Esposito
Lisa Feldman
Deborah Frishman
Sandi Fuchs

Julie Gans
Ellen Gold
Ellin Greenstein
David Grossman
Penny Hamlet
Cathy Hildenbrand
Norma Hill
Bernice Hoffman
Maddie Hunter
Bernie Jacobson
Philip Just
Marsha Kanarick
Mercedes Kent
Estelle Kersh
Joyce Kleiman
Beth Klewan
Irv Kofsky
Nancy Kofsky
Susan Kosberg
Evan Kreeger
David Kriveloff
Joan Lang
Larry Lebow
Joanne Lieboff
Meredith Lobsinger
Barbara Mailaender
Kim Maloof
Patricia McCallion
Mike McKiernan

Marty Meth
Anne Molloy
Joan Monk
Perry Morse
Linda Moss
Ally Murphy
Anita Nelson
Damian Nguyen
Gisela O’Brien
John O’Loughlin
Mary Ellen O’Mara
Susan Orand
Susan Pate
Eileen Quinlan
Susan Ravick
Lori Rose
Beth Rubenstein
Lenore Salfian
Mary Ellen Salop
Daliza Sanchez Osorio
Barbara Saravay
Anna Schapiro
Suzanne Schatzle
Anne Schilero
Patrice Schwartz
Pat Seldin
Susan Silver
Elisabeth Sinsabaugh
Denise Sommer

Milan Sova
Margaret Stein
Nicole Swerdloff
Marian Swerdlow
Margaret Stein
Elliot Torres
Diane Trilling
Dawn Weinstein
Jeannie Wheaton Shaw
Ellen Wlody
John Wolf
Marion Wolk
Nancy Woolf
Elise Workman
Yoshikazu Ueki

INTERNS
Maia Buljeta
Cullen Dirgins
Jonah Gelfand
Bradley Goldsmith
Allen Kessman
Danny Mendelson
Michael Price
Dorothea Trufelman
Stacy Zakalik
David Zalasin

SO MUCH OF WHAT WE DO IS MADE POSSIBLE BY OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS 
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Thank you for all that the JBFC 
gives me. Please use this  
gift to support my home away 
from home.

—  Marion Wolk  
JBFC volunteer, member, and donor

“ “

A SALUTE 
TO OUR
DONORS
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$100,000+
The Shelby Cullom Davis  
Charitable Fund
Frog Rock Foundation
Robert T. Keeler Foundation
Janet Maslin & Ben Cheever
The Lucille and Paul Maslin Foundation
The Secunda Family Foundation
David Swope

$40,000+
Anonymous
AJC Westchester/Fairfield
ArtsWestchester
Adam R. Rose & Peter R. McQuillan
Westchester Community Foundation

$20,000+
Anonymous
Joseph & Sophia Abeles Foundation
Janet Benton & David Schunter
Blue Hill
John P. and Constance A. Curran 
Charitable Foundation
Samuel Goldwyn Foundation
Lisina Hoch
The Janey Fund Charitable Trust
David & Katherine Moore 
Family Foundation
National Endowment for
the Arts
New York State Council on the Arts
Hugh & Marilyn Price
van Hengel Family Fund 
Wine Enthusiast

$10,000+ 
Anonymous (2)
Louis & Anne Abrons Foundation
Jon & Nancy Bauer
The David Berg Foundation
Jacob Burns Foundation
Charitybuzz
Club Fit
Con Edison
Eileen and Steve Farbman
First Niagara Bank
Joanne & Ellen Flanagan
Joyce and Irving Goldman Family 
Foundation
Ron & Cheryl Howard Family Foundation 
Marvin Israelow & Dorian Goldman
J.P. Morgan Private Bank   
PepsiCo
Yvonne & Leslie Pollack
Heidi & Richard Rieger
Patrice & Chris Sobecki 
Theodore & Renee Weiler Foundation

$5,000+
Anonymous
Joseph & Joan Cullman Foundation for 
the Arts
Fairfield County Community 
Foundation-Donor Advised Fund
Theresa & Jim Kilman
Didi Kirtley
Doug & Wendy Kreeger
Mark & Peggy Kurland
Dana Lee & Mark Elliott
Carol & Michael Lowenstein
Albert & Tamara Rabil
Reader’s Digest Foundation
The Selz Foundation
Sara Lee & Axel Schupf
Seymour & Kate Weingarten
Ellen Weiss & Kenneth Gerstein
The Zankel Fund

ANNUAL GIVING
The Jacob Burns Film Center 
thanks the thousands of 
individuals, corporations, 
and foundations who support 
our film, education, and 
outreach programs through 
their annual gifts. While we 
deeply appreciate all gifts at 
every level, we are pleased to 
recognize our major supporters.

DONORS
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$2,500+ 
Anonymous
Nancy Argento
Carolyn & Steven Barg  
Dotty & Bob Battel
Deborah Becker
Elizabeth Bracken-Thompson 
& Geoffrey Thompson
Helen & Ted Buerger
William & Rosemary Kane Carlough
Leslie Cecil & Creighton Michael
Chance Family Foundation
Jinx Chapman
Jerome & Audrey Chatzky
Joseph Cosgriff
John & Barbara Eager
Stephen & Suzanne Fields
Ed & Rhea Finkelstein
Howard & Randee Fischer
The Gage Fund
Debbie & Jeff Geller
Joan S. Gilbert
Jodi & Daniel Glucksman
Karen & Paul Goodman
Suzanne & Robert Harwood
Jack Himmelstein & Lauren Friedman
Barbara & Paul Jenkel
Kate & Peter Kend
Stephanie Lynn & Mark Kleiman   
Donald & Nan Leitch
Mark & Cindy Manson
Margery & Edgar Masinter
Dave & Lisa McCullagh
Helene & Henry Morrison
Jeff & Pam Moskowitz
Jean & John Nonna
The Pilzer Family Foundation
Joshua & Roni Podell
Rachel & Kenneth Rader
Sue & Jon Resnick
Abby Rosmarin & David Ross
Joseph Ruffino
Craig & Lauren Safian
Maryellen Salop

Irving & Geraldine Schaffer Foundation  
Simon Schama & Virginia Papaioannou
Warren Schloat & Barbara Stewart
Schonfeld Education and Outreach Fund
Sylvia Smolensky & Steven Silberstang
Flo & Warren Sinsheimer
Nancy & Roger L. Strong, Jr.
Emily & Stew Tabin
Lisa & Josh Tane
Hugh and MaryAnn van Hengel
Lucy R. Waletzky, M.D.
Brian & Elizabeth Harding Weinstein  
Lucille Werlinich
Nancy & Dave Woolf

$750+ 
Anonymous (2)
Carole & Norman Alexander
Jeffrey & Mary Dale Allen
Sharon AvRutick & Joseph Wallace
Alliance Bernstein   
Ira & Mary Lou Alpert
Leonard Aquilino
Neil & Torrey Baron
Beth & Stephen Besen
Stuart W. Berg & Natalie Bowden
Vicki & Rick Birdoff
Harriet Blumencranz 
& Paul Willensky
Caroline Brecker
Shula Brudner
Joseph Carlucci   
Maralyn & Robert Carr
Ben & Gladys Caterinicchio
Gail & Charles Caulkins
Arlene & Mark Comora
Jeanne Donovan Fisher
Katherine Doyle
Joseph Faber
David & Judith Fields
Ken & Maria Fields
Vicki & David Fischer
Nina Freedman & Michael Rosenbaum
Scott Freiman & Allison Fine

Sue & Ken Fuirst
Bonnie Gale & Alan Christenfeld
Goldie Anna Charitable Trust
Sue & Ira Halper
Amy Irving
Denise & Alan Jaffe
Susan & Steven Joenk
Scot & Patricia Karr
Robert & Helen Krasnow
Robert E. and Elizabeth A. 
La Blanc Foundation
Thomas & Susan LaGrotta
John & Bonnie Le Var
Ginny, John, and Emily Loughlin 
Bob Marin
Janis & Alan Menken Foundation
Maureen & Kevin Mirabile
Tommie Pegues & Donald Capoccia
Abby Popper
Steve Rogers
Alexandra Rosen
Joseph & Roberta Rosenblum
Nancy & Paul Ross
Elaine & Larry Rothenberg
Andrew & Melanie Schaffran
Susan & Ari Spar
Mitchell Stein & Barbara Pollard
Marcy Syms
Allison & Lloyd Trufelman
Steve Tulchin & Nicole Clark
Judy & Michael Ward
Nina & Paul Warren
Donald Weisberg & Erin Gathrid

The JBFC is proud to receive support from 

DONORS
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Our two new theaters opened to the public on March 6, 2015. In celebration of a 
generous leadership gift, one has been named the Adam R. Rose and Peter R. 
McQuillan Theater. We are profoundly grateful to the donors who contributed so 
generously to this dynamic and creative expansion.  

Adam R. Rose & Peter R. McQuillan
Arthur & Rebecca Samberg 

Anonymous

Janet Benton & David Schunter
David Swope

Patrice & Chris Sobecki

Janet Maslin & Ben Cheever
The Lucille and Paul Maslin Foundation
Yorke Construction Corporation

David & Fran Alexander
Jacob Burns Foundation
Martin & Virginia Gold
Paul & Barbara Jenkel
Theresa & Jim Kilman

New York State Council on the Arts 
Jeff and Debbie Samberg
Lynn & Eric Sobel
Ellen Weiss & Ken Gerstein

Gary Knell & Kim Larson
Modern Bank

Jon & Nancy Bauer
Joseph P. Carlucci
Ron and Cheryl Howard Family Foundation
Joseph and Roberta Rosenblum
Hugh and MaryAnn van Hengel

BUILDING ON SUCCESS  
FULFILLING A PROMISE TO OUR COMMUNITY
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JBFC SUSTAINERS 

SUSTAIN—
According to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary
1.  To keep in existence; maintain, continue, or prolong
2. To supply with necessities or nourishment;  
 provide for
3. To support the spirits, vitality; encourage
4. To keep from falling or sinking

SUSTAINERS—
According to the Jacob Burns Film Center
A visionary, dedicated, and generous group of  
dear friends who have remained by our side  
each and every year since we began our amazing 
journey together.  

Joseph and Sophia Abeles Foundation/Lucille Werlinich
Louis and Ann Abrons Foundation/Vicki & Fred Feiner
David & Fran Alexander
Stephen Apkon 
Lisa Hertz Apkon
Bob & Dotty Battel
Janet Benton
Helen & Bob Bernstein
Helen & Ted Buerger
Jacob Burns Foundation/Barry Shenkman
Leslie Cecil & Creighton Michael
Joseph Cosgriff
Sabrina Coughlin & Turner Smith
John & Barbara Eager
Eileen & Steve Farbman 
Alan & Florence Fertick
Steve & Sue Fields
Elizabeth Frankel & Charlie Steinhorn 
Debbie & Jeff Geller 
Bob Goldberg & Betsy MacIsaac   
Ron & Cheryl Howard
Marvin Israelow & Dorian Goldman 
Paul & Barbara Jenkel
Nancy Kohlberg 

Peggy & Mark Kurland
Frank & Amy Linde
Edgar & Margery Masinter
Janet Maslin & Ben Cheever 
Dave & Lisa McCullagh
John & Jean Nonna 
PepsiCo
Yvonne & Leslie Pollack
Heidi & Richard Rieger 
Adam R. Rose & Peter R. McQuillan 
Art & Becky Samberg
Warren Schloat & Barbara Stewart
Bernard & Lisa Selz
Patrice & Chris Sobecki
David Swope
Emily & Stew Tabin
Lucy R. Waletzky
Theodore and Renee Weiler Foundation/Richard Kandel
Westchester Community Foundation

In celebration of our 15th anniversary, we are proud and honored to recognize  
the JBFC Sustainers. 

DONORS
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CORPORATE SPONSORS 
The Jacob Burns Film Center’s programming, 
education, and outreach initiatives provide 
corporations with innovative and unique 
sponsorship opportunities. From enhancing brand 
awareness to entertaining clients, the JBFC helps 
bring corporate sponsors together with their 
audiences. We are happy to design a sponsorship 
package tailored to your unique needs and goals. 
Sponsoring our education programs enables 
corporations to further the Film Center’s efforts 
to reach out to children from under-resourced 
school districts and to help us create a model for 
21st century education. 

 

First Niagara
Reader’s Digest Association

MATCHING GIFT PARTNERS 
The JBFC gratefully acknowledges the following 
partners, which generously matched their 
employees’ gifts. 

AllianceBernstein
American Endowment Fund 
Arcus Foundation
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation
The Ford Foundation
Gartner Matching Gift Program
The GE Foundation
The Giving Program Center
HSBC Matching Gift Program
Minerals Technologies, Inc. 
Mutual of America Foundation
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Stanley Black & Decker

Your gift to the Jacob Burns Film Center can go 
even further in supporting our film, education, 
and outreach programs, as many companies 
will double or even triple employee donations. 

Check with your company to see if your gift 
to the Jacob Burns Film Center qualifies for 
matching funds. If you have any questions  
about securing a matching gift please e-mail 
Terry Ann Marshall at  
tmarshall@burnsfilmcenter.org

DONORS

mailto:tmarshall%40burnsfilmcenter.org?subject=
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14TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION:
CREATIVITY AND COMMUNITY

In typical JBFC fashion, our Anniversary 
Celebration is always filled with surprises.  
Our 14th Anniversary Celebration was not  
your typical gala.

The evening began with a special program  
in Theater One when we presented the  
Leadership Award to Andrew and Judith  
Economos and the New Lens Award to  
Noah Hutton. Film shorts highlighted  
JBFC film and education programs and  
John Pizzarelli entertained our guests. A  
buffet dinner followed at the Media Arts  
Lab where guests enjoyed the good company  
of fellow JBFC supporters, while exploring  
inventive media installations created by JBFC 
students and innovators.

The creative spirit of the Media Arts Lab  
came to life with an authentic sense of  
playfulness, community, and joy. Our campus 
practically vibrated with excitement and  
insight into what goes on in our creative  
spaces at the Lab, in our theaters, and in 
classrooms around Westchester and beyond.

We are deeply grateful for the many different  
ways the JBFC community participated and 
supported our Anniversary Celebration, helping  
to make this important event a wonderful success.
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$20,000+
Janet Benton & David Schunter
Andrew & Judith Economos
Agnes & Gerald Hassell
Rebecca & Arthur Samberg

$10,000+
Fran & David Alexander
BNY Mellon
Jacob Burns Foundation
Connie Curran
Jonathan Demme & Joanne Howard
Virgina & Martin Gold
Bob Goldberg & Betsy MacIsaac
Ron & Cheryl Howard
Theresa & Jim Kilman
Janet Maslin & Ben Cheever
Modern Bank
Hugh & Marilyn Price
Chris & Patrice Sobecki
Lynn & Eric Sobel
David Swope
Leslie K. Williams  
& James A. Attwood, Jr. 

$5,000+
Anonymous
Barbara Abeles
Helen & Bob Bernstein
The Glenmede Trust
J.P. Morgan Private Bank
Yvonne & Leslie Pollack
Jeff & Debbie Samberg
Betsy & Wally Stern
Brian & Elizabeth Harding Weinstein

$2,000+
Anonymous
Allen & Florence Fertik
Karen & Paul Goodman
Marvin Israelow & Dorian Goldman
Paul & Barbara Jenkel
Abigail Kirsch
Congresswoman Nita Lowey  
& Stephen Lowey, Esq. 
Stephanie Lynn & Mark Kleiman
Jeff & Pam Moskowitz

Robert Schloss & Emily Sack
Andrew & Ruth Suzman
Nancy & Dave Woolf

$1,000+
Stephen Apkon 
Breeze
William & Rosemary Kane Carlough
Jinx Chapman
Cuddy & Feder LLP
Allen & Florence Fertik
Marcia W. Fosnot
Barbara & Paul Jenkel
Kaeyer, Garment & Davidson, PC
Clay & Susan Lifflander
Helene & Henry Morrison
Jeff & Pam Moskowitz
James & Helen Neuberger
Jean & John Nonna
Anita & Neal Pilzer
Yvonne & Leslie Pollack
SKCG Group
Lynn & Eric Sobel
The Sokoloft Foundation
Lucille Werlinich
Debra Winger & Arliss Howard

$500+
Harry V. Borg
Toby & Lester Crystal
Elaine & Louis Cuglietto
Barbara De George
Julia Della Croce & Nathan Hoyt
Alan & Marion Dienstag
Ron & Frayda Feldman
Jerry & Dorothy Goldstein
Betty Himmel  
Ann & John Kaufman
Lee Kern
Joanne Landau & Fred Schwalb
David M. Oliver
Rafael & Martha Palomino
Karla & Michael Rubinger
Anne Marie Santoro
Flo & Warren Sinsheimer
Joshua & Sara Slocum
Bente Strong

14TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

DONORS
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KEEP THE BUSES ROLLING
Anonymous (2)
Donald & Marie Amoruso
Jamie & Ivy Barr
Jeffrey Berkon
Paulette & Donald Blaufox
Harriet Blumencranz & Paul Wilensky
Joseph Bookmyer
Joanne & Charles Brandt
Hugh Burns
Ella & Yoav Cohen
Maureen Doyle
East Bay Music 
Eleanor Edelstein
Antoinette A. Emerson
Dana & Michael Fenlon
Paul Garrigue & Susan Van Kleeck  
Give Back Foundation
Virginia & Martin Gold
Thomas Guglielmo
Harry Hagendorf
Grace Kulwin
Carol Lasher
Marcia & Mark Leeds
Carol Lieber
Missy & Christopher Lipsett
Ilene & Stephen Morgenroth
Helene & Henry Morrison
Ray Moy
Christine & Edward Napoleon
Eric & Rachel Norfleet
Nancy & Jeff Osborne
Karen & Dutch Pritts
Cecilia Quintero
Lea & William Richardson
Joseph & Roberta Rosenblum

Paula Santacroce
Harald & Billie Jean Sorensen
Amy Stern
Evelyn M. Stock
Susan Thames
Joan & Bob Volin
Florie & Robert Wachtenheim
Lucille Werlinich
Nancy & Dave Woolf
Paula & Jeff Yormack
Margaret & Jeffrey Zelkowitz

SHARE THE POWER OF FILM
Anonymous (2)
Ronnie & Spencer Barback
Brooke & Tyler Beebe
Virginia & Martin Gold
Marie Kish
Carol Lasher
Linda Levine
Stephanie Lynn & Mark Kleiman
Helene & Henry Morrison
Patricia Savage
Nina & Paul Warren

GIVING BACK TO THE JBFC/
YEAR-END GIVING CAMPAIGN 
Anonymous (19)
Barbara Abeles
Jeffrey & Mary Dale Allen
Theresa Altilio
Penny & Robert Apter
Melinda Asman-Krasting
Irene Auerbacher
Sharon AvRutick & Joseph Wallace
Arlette Baker

Amy Balter
Susan & Alan Bandes
Ronnie & Spencer Barback
Annie & William Barnes
Sena Baron
Jamie & Ivy Barr
Dan & Mindy Bass
Theresa Baus & Marilyn Needleman
Jeffrey Berkon
Philip Berkowitz & Mary Ann Quinn
Linda Berman
Linda Bernbach
Robert & Judy Bernstein
Beth & Stephen Besen
Lisa Blanchard
Alan Blayne
Susan Bloom
Deborah & Stuart Blumin
Mary Lou & Gary Boccio
Lynn & Doug Borck
Michael & Betsy Brand
Janis L. Braun & James K. Zimmerman
Nick Brilis
Hugh Burns
Jane & Andy Cahn
Karen & Patrick Callahan
Mary Ann & Robert Cappiello
Ben & Gladys Caterinicchio
Thomas Chu
Joan Coffman
Pearl Cohen
Sara Mills-Cohen & Bob Cohen
David Colson
Patricia Conolly
Alma Cormican
Douglas Cowles

DONORS

SPECIAL INITIATIVES

We gratefully acknowledge the following donors who so generously supported special initiatives in 2015. 
Your additional support helps us continue to offer inspiring and unique film programming to our audiences 
and innovative education initiatives to our students. Thank you for also helping us fulfill our commitment to 
thousands of under-resourced students each year.
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Michael Cushen
Harvey Dann & Joann M. Langham Dann
Lisa & Stephen Davis
Michael Day & Sally Jane Ottochian
Carolyn Delahanty
Audrey & William Demas
Sharon Diamond
Paul Dinter
The Dobkin Family Foundation
Gustavo & Judy Dobles
The Andreé Wildenstein Dormeuil and  
Roger Dormeuil Foundation
Nancy L. Dotlo
Steve Downs
Susan Egginton
Dede Emerson
Phyllis Rotunno & James V. Emmerich
Polina & Yan Erlikh
Cynthia Garcia & Hugh Ettlinger
Judy & Tom Exton
Helga Feder
Selma Feinberg
Brian & Lisa Feldman
Virginia L. Fetscher
Salli & Bruce Figler
Maria Alba-Fisch & Elisha S. Fisch
Patricia & Jeffrey Fisher
Marcia W. Fosnot
Alan Fox & Resa Mestel
Donna Franzese
Deborah Frishman & Richard Siegel
Leonard & Phyllis Fuchs
Elliot Fuhr & Merle Pine
Kathryn Galbraith
Cynthia Garcia & Hugh Ettlinger
Paul Garrigue & Susan Van Kleeck
Magdalen Gaynor
Philip Genty & Judith Waksberg
Alex Gibney & Anne Debevoise
Barbara Gilbert
Bert & Esther Glassberg
Carolyn & Richard Glickstein
Tom Glum & Anne Lowy
Carol Goldman & Joseph Simonetti
Helen Goodman

Bernard & Jan Gordon
Judith Gordon
Irwin & Elizabeth Gotlieb
Wendy Graham
Laurence Greenwald & Karen Adler
Kevin & Susan Groarke
Sally Guzman
Stan & Penny Hamlet
Evie Hantzopoulos
Daniel Harrison
John & Marilyn Heimerdinger
Dan & Jane Hickey
Virginia Higgins
William & Christina Hoff
Barbara Hopkins
Carol Zerbe Hurford & Thomas W. McEnerney
Mark Ipri
Robert & Patti Ivry
Alan & Madeleine Jacobson
Laura Kaplan
Susie & Glenn Kaplan
Bonnie Sue Katz & Ellen Engelson
Louise Katzin
Ellen Kellermann
David & Arleen Kemler
Charles Kerr & Heather Thomas
Debbie & Barry Kerschner
Judith & Barry Kessler
Bridget & Allen Kessman
Abigail Kirsch
Barry & Elyse Klayman
Barbara & Frank Klein
Russell & Tara Klein
Nancy & Irwin Kofsky
Jon & Erica Kolbrener
Steve & Laura Koller
Lisa Kovitz-Paoletti
Doug & Alice Kraus
Grace Kulwin
Trip & Anne Kyle
Holly & Richard Laiks
William Lang & Marina Braun
Carol Lasher
Stephen & Judith Lavenberg

Donald & Nan Leitch
Kent & May Leo
Susan G. Letcher
Linda Levine
Jay Levy & Gina Caspi-Levy
Joanne & Leonard Lieboff
Philip & Susan Likes
Catherine Lisi
Eleanor & Eugene Litwak
Gerald Loev
Madeleine MacIntyre
Christine A. Marchese
Judith & Mike Margulies
Susan & Louis Markatos
Nila Marrone
Bernice Masse
Gerard & Nicole Paulette Mayer
Nancy Mayers
Richard McCune
Ricardo Mesa-Tejada & Amy Mesa-Jonassen
Josh & Wendy Meyer
Bill & Lynn Meyers
Erika Miller
Hope Miller
Charles & Elise Monroe
Joseph Morein
Janet Myers
Therese M. Nagai
Thomas & Carol Neuman
James & Kristin Neuman
Belle & Blake Newton
Susan Ochs Phillips
David M. Oliver
Joan & Jim Oltman
Marilyn L. Ortmann
David & Fay Paget
Stephen & Sue Papish
Lee & Lori Parks
Norm Parton & Ellie Becker
Stanley & Helen Pasternack
Irving & Sharon Picard
Elizabeth Poole & James Challenger
James & Kathleen Pressler
Carolyn Price

DONORS
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Karen & Dutch Pritts
Jack Proehl & Marianne Kelly
David & Jill Proskin
Peter Pucci & Ellen Sirot
Jeremiah & Eileen Quinlan
Lynne Quittell & Eric Skolnick
Karen & Gary Ramuno
Dick & Gloria Raskin
Caren & Alan Raylesberg
Michael Reeber & Nicole Giroux
Lawrence Rich
Betsy & Larry Roadman
Lori & Sadakichi Robbins
Julia & Howard Rosen
Mary Sue & Paul Rosen
Alexandra Rosen
Joseph & Roberta Rosenblum
Suzanne & Victor Rosenzweig
William & Nechama Ross
Eric & Laurie Roth
Barry & Ronnie Rothenhaus
Gail Rubenstein Sider
Mitchell & Leslie Rubin

Nancy Ruffner
David & Deenie Ruzow
Colleen M. Ryan
Francis Ryan
John & Louise Sacci
Herb & Sylvia Saltzstein
Robert Sammon &  
Christopher Wynne
Paula Santacroce
Louis Russo–Joseph Dwyer 
Charitable Foundation
Andrea Schechter
Herman & Janet Schechter
Merryl Schechtman
Marti Schiff & Jim Friend
David & Joan Schulman
Jeff Schwartz & Kathryn Dysart
Elon & Patrice Schwartz
Darrel & Donna Seife
Saskia Shakin
Charles & Patti Shulman
Helen & Elliot Siegal
Jeffrey & Sharon Silver

Janet Silverman
Gary & Bette Slutsky
Gray & Susannah Smith
Ted & Pat Sohn
Alan Solomon & Ellen Donat
Lawrence & Susan Sonders
Louis & Jeannie Sorell
Harald & Billie Jean Sorensen
Celina & Sergio Spodek
Elisabeth & Stanley Starr
Susan Stava
Gloria Stein
Dianne & David Stern
Betty S. Stewart
Carol Stix & Herbert Hochberg
Evelyn M. Stock
Byrna & Michael Sweedler
Michael & Jane Swirsky
Judy & John Taussik
Sandra Tenzer
Maria Tirabasso
Peter & Roberta Tomback
Inge Treser

Diane Trilling
Elizabeth & Herbert Tulchin
Jeff Turkel & Audrey Rabinowitz
Dan & Kim Turner
Stephen Ucko
Susan S. Van Doren
Louisa Velis
John & Phillis Warden
Chris Wedge & Jeanne Markel
Barry & Arlene Weinstein
Andrea Wertheimer
Bob & Rochelle Wien
Barbara Williams
Norman & Vera Winskill
Marion B. Wolk
Twink & Jim Wood
Sophia Yeres
Roger & Martha Yergeau
Jeannie Zusy & John Cote

During our Giving Back 
to the JBFC campaign 
we asked, “What does 
the JBFC give you?”
These are just a few of 
the responses we received, 
along with contributions 
in support of our film, 
education, and outreach 
programs, from members 
of our community.

“Great pleasure.” 
—Sylvia and Herb Saltzstein

“A broader understanding of the world around us.” 
—Patrice Schwartz

“Joy! Amazement! Fulfillment!” 
—Colleen Ryan

“ The opportunity to enjoy wonderful films from many different 
cultures and to expose children less privileged than mine to the 
creative process of making films.” 

—Carol Zerbe Hurford

“ Interesting movies, enlightening film series, comfortable seats, 
and friendly, helpful staff"

—Paula Santacroce
DONORS



36

INCOME
$6,364,569

39% 
Contributions

30% 
Ticket/Concession 
Sales

11% 
Targeted 

Initiatives Fund

11% 
Membership

6% 
Education

3% 
Other

  EXPENSES*
$6,475,117

46% 
Film Programming

37% 
Education

10% 
Development

7% 
Management

FINANCIALS
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Individuals

31% 
Foundations

14% 
Special Events

5% 
Government

4% 
Corporations

For a copy of the 2015 audited financial 
statements, please contact Judy Exton at 
jexton@burnsfilmcenter.org  
or 914.773.7663, ext. 414.
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* Does not include appreciation and amortization.

mailto:jexton%40burnsfilmcenter.org?subject=
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Hugh Price 
Chair 

Janet Benton
Vice Chair

Janet Maslin
President

Damian Kozlowski
Treasurer

Barry Shenkman
Secretary

Stephen Apkon
Founder

Brian Ackerman  
Ex-Officio

David Alexander
David Barber
Caroline Brecker
Joseph P. Carlucci
Elizabeth Frankel
Martin W. Gold
Robert Goldberg
Mark Harris
Ron Howard
Theresa Beach Kilman
Jeff Samberg
Patrice Sobecki
Lynn Sobel
Steven Spielberg
Frank Williams, Jr.

BOARD EMERITI
Lisa Hertz Apkon
JBFC Cofounder

Sabrina Coughlin 
JBFC Cofounder 

Nancy S. Kohlberg

Art Samberg 
Chairman Emeritus

David Swope 
Chairman Emeritus

Richard Abramowitz
William Baldwin
Michael Barker
Glenn Close
Robert Conte
Pat Eisemann
Frederick Elmes
Terry George
Richard Gere
Robert Harris
Arliss Howard 

Mary Beth Hurt
Stephen Lang
Ang Lee
Dan Lindau
Liam Neeson
Chazz Palminteri
John Pierson
Lisa Post
Tim Robbins
Susan Sarandon
Simon Schama 

Paul Schrader
Martin Scorsese
Stanley Tucci
Chris Wedge
Bob Weinstein
Harvey Weinstein
Vanessa Williams
Debra Winger
Andrew Young 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

SENIOR MANAGEMENT
Edie Demas
Executive Director

Brian Ackerman
Founding Director 
of Programming

Dominick Balletta
Managing Director

Judy Exton
Director of Development

Emily Keating
Director of Education

Denise Treco 
Director of Communications 
and Marketing

Media Arts Lab/Executive Offices
405 Manville Rd., Pleasantville, NY 10570
914.773.7663

Theater
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville, NY 10570
914.747.5555

Residence for Visiting Fellows
5 Grant St., Pleasantville, NY 10570

burnsfilmcenter.org

Nonprofit. Film. Education. Community.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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http://burnsfilmcenter.org
https://www.instagram.com/jbfc_pville/
https://www.youtube.com/user/burnsfilmcenter
https://twitter.com/jbfc_ny
https://www.facebook.com/JacobBurnsFilmCenter/

