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Using mentor texts is one of the best ways to maximize your
Tfeaching fime. You are able to tfeach multiple skills, subjects,
and topics with just one book!

You will notice that this unit dligns in best practices with my
other resources, so it can easily be incorporated intfo your
plans without breaking stride.

With the monthly mentor text club,
you'll get a unit just like this one every
month during the 2019-2020 school year
for less than $3 a monthl
Youll dlso geT exclusive opporTuniTies like givecwcys of the
book used for the lessons, surveys o provide inpuT on what
books and skills \/OU'd like o see incorpoqued, and immediate

emgdil notifications when each new unit is available. Plus, a
bonus lesson is included that won't be avdilable anywhere

JOIN THE CLUB

If you purchased this as an individual unit; it’s not foo late fo join the clubl

Purchase the club membership bundle, then email me the recejpts for your

individual purchase and the bundle purchase at ideasbyjivey@gmail.com.

:: I will happily refund you the price you paid for the individual unit!

\ N Happy reading! -Jivey e /
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/MENTOR-TEXT-CLUB-by-jivey-for-Grades-3-5-bundle-4742264
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%W 6@ W%Oe Oskar and the Eight Blessings by Richard & Tanya Simon

READING

GRAMMAR

WRITING

Read Oskar and the Eight

Show students the mentor

Students will brainstorm

' ~ings & ciayme tence "¢ e a. ‘o be kind i ‘ifferent
% tuau s  suw ar the |1 73st'  notic bout plac  n their i _home,
> te se n. empha gth choc o0 ur ).
g sin
Students will identify the Students identify the Students will use pre-written
() way Oskar changed through | functions of the words in the | main ideas to organize details
3 the story because of the sentence. Use the interactive | that match info the correct
>I__ blessings. activity fo teach/review paragraph “group.”
g focus skill of similes.
Students will identify the Discuss how the sentence Students will organize their
w yooo 3 o ol ¢ dbe vieca. Lot ~nd  sideasir rhree
% ior” it ar or rc e :ther, allow qrou, oy *-nic d write a
>|__ stt - torevic he ropic * each one.
=T sen “and -+
a
Students will infer Oskar’s Discuss how the sentence Students will practice
% feelings based on events and | can be imitated. Share the drafting introductions using
(=) actions in the text. example and note the specific examples for their
: differences. Students should | kindness writing piece.
g imitate the sentence and
share.
~ th ~ts’ . ctice .u e tu  ts will drc¢  their
Ll de an go “ ting .sessn " (or e | kindl 5 writing :ce with a
E ariz afel th o asa“ac ) all-t ¢ ¢ clusion.
> ithashc « .
=
© jivey




Core Anchor Standards: LI, L2, L.3, LS, W5 | Duration: 15 MINUTES DAILY

Objectives: Students will notice grammar and conventions, revise, and imitate a mentor

sentence Lopp i mitheir S

Material Necd: /ou ar ‘“usin el s¢ nces, L
Mentor = < (Oske o the 1gnt Blese enco geyo Hvisitmyw - id and watch
Mertor ¢ tence = ss. o "he 'ontatio 3 fo easily get

started with Them: MIASTER viENTUK SENTENCES

Student Notebooks

Actions: Each day, students will work with a mentfor sentence in a different way in their
notebook. Discussion is where the learning happens- this should not be center or independent
work! Students will notice what is RIGHT about a sentence (rather than looking at a sentence

full of mistakes) fo apply what they see to their own writing.

Day |- Students should share what they notice about the sentence that makes it an excellent
senfence W the ne eadl e h 1,0t point of  rhe

simile if T sya T ce is| the focu

Day 2: ST enfs sht o wntit the functic  f thap! dain lecen fenc o O the
words help the reader understand what the author is communicaTing? Especially Tocus on
the conjunction, nouns (subjects), and verbs (predicates) fo identify the compound sentence,

but don’t worry if they can't label every single word in the sentence.

Day 3: Students will revise the mentor sentence by adding or changing words without

changing the meaning of the sentence.

Day H: Students will imitate the mentor sentence by keeping the style and structure but
writing ¢ har (oL W o eadd f T¢ he  xomple i 1 ond

allow the udi s Ing’ :\ atisthe| ne ffere fron e origin

Day 9: ST lents wit N awhi thayihave ed witood o occessn

S) © Jivey 200



https://www.ideasbyjivey.com/master-mentor-sentences/mentor-sentences-for-3-5/

Monday - possibilities of things to notice

The city was terri i
compound sentence with three clauses C y S 'l' b |y b g
commas separating clauses )
descriptive —adjectives and adverbs

visualization

proper nouns — Oskar, Broadway

Oskar was terribly small,

Tuesday - label the sentence

The, a —a
city, Oskar ive
was — linki
terribly —a a O S d
big, small
and —conju
stretched
before, lik eposifions
him — pron e a .
ar was terribly small,an

The city was terribly big, Os
Broadway stretchedbefore him like a river.

complete subjects complete predic: NORknr Gnd +he Eigh+ BIGSSings

simple subiects simplepredical " The gjty |,

2 i i Oskar and the g,
Wednesday - possibility of revised sentence E was terr ibly smaqyj y big, Oskar et s

Str
The city was terribly big, Oskar was terribly tiny, and Broadway

stretched before him like a raging river. = Oskar and fhe £} i 3
(changed and added adjectives to create alliteration) ] hf BIGSS,'” s

Thursday - possibility of imitation sentence The cit
Y was terrj
ribl

The boat was terribly cramped, the journey was terribly long, WQ$§ ferribly Small
» and Brogqg
’ way

and the Atlantic roared with waves like jagged mountains. SfrefChed b
efore pj
~ Osko & him

kK a
g
im0 e EaF 0 Bessve

ésmu @nd

Similes comp:
words “like” o
there are thr
pictured on t

The city v
was ferribl) . Circle 4 mistakes in the sentence. Rewrite the sentence correctly:

Stretcheq p, The city was terribly big, Oskar was terribly small, and

~

% Broadway stretched before him like a river.

813

The Cify was 2. What type of sentence is this? How do you know?

bread SNow mittens
was ferribly ‘ simple complex
ngefched bei The sentence is made of three simple sentences
~US " " ¢ "
SIMILES kar and t (or clauses) combined with commas and a conjunction,
Similes compare two things to create an image in the reader’s mind. Similes use the - ;
words “like” or “as”. Cut out the activity and glue it into your notebook, cutting up so In the following 59"."9"935» circle the two words being compared to create an
there are thre nder each e imaaadinitharrocdaric mind,

mittens

sBurssaig Jubi3 auy pup JoNE0
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Core Anchor Standards: RL.2 Duration: 45 MINUTES

Objective: Students will summarize the mentor text.

Material lee 4

Oskar ar Cig sin cha S

N ANc anyc

Summan g Activ

Actions: Read Oskar and the Eight Blessings fo the students for enjoyment.

**\ake sure fo point out the wordless page with the story fold through pictures when
Oskar sees the Macy’s window display. Allow students fo “fell the sfory” of what is
happening. Point out clues if needed (the Macy’s sign, his wide eyes, efc). If you have
used the Balloons Over Broadway Unit; also in the club, remind students that this was a

window display created by Tony Sargl

Show st endt he und ol Activity T he rgjec dor adadinfo | theet ¢ oy giving
them a ¢ by of 1 Sivity emind st s the 0 eren betweer (sharing
all the gp cific de Is) nd izing s in Fpan ¢ e the big
picture of the story). It might be heloful fo fill in the story elements together as a

shared activity, then have them write the information into a short paragraph at the
bottom.

7 © Jivey 200




/ Nome SuggeSt;ed ReSpOTlSeS Date: o :k

" Oskar and the Eight Blessings

Write the sfory elements to help you summarize.

be protected from the Nazis.

Setting He must walk 100 blocks to his
1938, 7™ Day of Hanukkah

(Christmas Eve), New York

aunt’s house before sundown.

Major Events: Result:

-PREVIEW

gestures as he walks

Summarize the story:

In 1938 on the T Day of Hanukkah, Oskar arrived in New York alone

50 escape Nazi Europe. He must walk 100 blocks 0 his aunt's house

© Jvey 200




BRAINSTOR

Core Anchor Standards: RL I, W2, W5, W8 | Duration: 30 MINUTES

ObjectivesStudentswill expand anideas from the tevt in o brainsform list.

Material  les d:
Oskar ar 1ne Eig ~ sssinc oy Kichar. = onanc anyc  mon

Brainsto 1 Activi-

Actions: Review the kindness demonstrated in the book: the ways that others blessed

Oskar, just as his father assured him they would. Some blessings were physical gifts
(the bread, comic book, and mittens) while others were acts of kindness (the whistling

man, The man who helped Oskar up when he falls, Mrs. Roosevelt lets him pass).

Brainstorm with students the ways they can show kindness fo (or bless) others through

gifts an Jh Id el = 3 . tharing v
others, k' nail st sliel ve one canl e,/ mplint Tingl hers), st bol(vid g up a
piece of onin eVt wien itd L ours) omel iy (do nes after
dinner, b Hing Gr{ i by mmeave,  aking e Smmw), el

(donating clothes or toys, cleaning up a park), efc.

Moake note of how important the acts that don't cost any money are- being kind is free

and makes an impact on those who receive it, as seen in the character changes activity.

9 © Jivey 200
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AN | J A .D

Core Anchor Standards: RL.3, RL./ Duration: 30 MINUTES

Objective: Students will analyze character changes over time.

Material ee d:
Oskar ar __ig _sin chai
Charact: Change A vity

S onanc anyc

Actions: If you have not read the Author’s Note to the sfudents, read it today. Discuss
the word optimism, and how Oskar saw the good in others even when he had faced
terrible horrors ot home that led him fo be in New York alone. Ask students o reflect
on the ways Oskar changed in the fext. The graphic organizer can be done fogether as
the mini-lesson or can be given for students to complete after the discussion. Discuss
with students how the blessings (the events listed on the activity) helped Oskar continue
pushing to his goal of gefting fo his aunt before sundown.

Link this =tid 0 7 ndt en ot readil o nall gb ups kb aaving st Henta i = the
way a cl ‘acter | ir ow ook (cur or pre ously :ad) char : story.

They cot write | s s e 1 e yo c the |

[ © Jivey 200




/- N _SUEBESted RESDONSES _ pae N

Oskar and the Eight BleSsIngs

How did each event affect or change Oskar?

r to k

ssed minds

IS TaTher’s words.

A wo a a

loaf

It gav | him

keep walking: him o

Oskar sees the Macy’s window | A man whistled with Oskar.
display.

He is mesmerized by the He had his first conversation in

beau .
A boy ives hi milien le pasS.

They warm his hands, and he | This helps keep him on time tfo

shares the comic blessing with | arrive before sundown.

the boy o show gratitude.

A rman helps Oskar up when he | Aunt Esther recognizes Oskar

falls. .
It s be
. fathl s w i

\ can be good. . /

12 © Jvey 2000
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Core Anchor Standards: W2, WH, W5 Duration: 30 MINUTES

Objectives: Students will practice organizing details by main idea.

Material  les d:
Topic Or  nizer

Menorat  etails

Actions: Give students the organizer page. Point out the topics listed in each main idea

box. Discuss with students how important it is fo stay on topic within a paragraph, so

each of the details under those fopics should fit with the main idea.

Give students the Menorah Details. Read each senfence fogether and decide if it best
fits in paragraph | (fells the history of the holiday) or paragraph 2 (gives details of the

menorahdslllow studonts tasaunnas tlaxplaingthainmana 2N
Student: Jc glu of 1= ¢ fence itot ectl ol e
organize You col ¢ fe  tfogether dllow tHn fol molete it ckit

afterwaoras, or do ine entire acrivity fogether i1 paragrapn organization is new, or a

weaokness, for students.

W/g@ /W 2 9

Students could write an introduction and a conclusion for the piece, and even publish it.

I3 © Jivey 200




Date:

|/ e _ADSWeP Key

THE HANUKKAH MENORAH

When

miracl

In the lond of Israel, Jewish people would
worship in the Jerusalem Temple, lighting

an oil-burning menorah each evening.

Over two thousand years ago, the Jewish people did not celebrate Hanukkah.

King Antiochus did not want Jewish people

to celebrate or worship, so he ordered his

soldiers to ruin their Temple.

The Jewish people cleaned their Temple

and made a new menorah, but they only
P]D]

The H |<|<Oh ¢

ic ves

candle, called The Shamash.

nd

menorah. One candle is lit each night using the center helper

Miraculously, the tiny jar of oil burned for
eight days, which inspired the eight-day

anukka

b

o d

Before lighting the candles in the
menorah each night after sundown,

special prayers are recited.

The Shamash candle is used to ignite each
of the special Hanukkah candles, for

they’re meant to be looked at, never used

of the holiday to others.

© Jvey 2000



Core Anchor Standards: RL.I, RL.2 Duration: 20 MINUTES

Objective: Students will analyze the symbolism found in the mentor text.

Material '=>d:
Oskar ar the g Ble  n¢ ~vRichc Si nanc onyc  mon
Symbolic  ctivit

Actions:ilmind stiden Chofiisl Sisviou Cay’s 000l Theisgolessii s ine book,
and how they changed Oskar. Then, discuss with students what was learned in the
organizing facts activity done in writing the previous day as well. Ask, ‘Do you think it
was an accident that the author chose the number eight for the blessings Oskar
received?” This will hopefully spark a connection with students that Hanukkah is eight
days because of the miracle oil that burned for eight days, and the menorah has eight
special candles. The number eight is very symbolic for these reasons, so the author

robabl\aahase eight as a fasm.af svabolisne
e ‘ )

Also disc at ary ut 1 \r hcanl |, The ish. T ie h¢ 2r candle
and light' he othe 55 sk th students ink of = w th' condle mic ) oresented
in Jrhe mernror '|'eX'|. \A” Ul '|'l\c pcuple WEr Jrhe (\)l \armusrt 10 USKUI he|pmg }\IIH 'l'O “S'l'Oy

it on his journey- bringing him joy and blessings.)

On the activity, students should write each of the blessings he received or encountered
on his journey as the eight candles of the menorah, and list the helpers as the Shamash.
This could be done as a whole group mini-lesson fo discuss symbolism, or a way for

them to recount/retell the story.

15 © Jivey 200




Date:

L N ome: _SUBBESHEA ReSponses

SYMBOLISM IN
OSKAR AND THE EIGHT BLESSINGS

© Jvey 2000

16




..A .A

Core Anchor Standards: W2, WH, W5 Duration: 45 MINUTES

Objec‘h\/p' Q‘|‘uden+c \/\/i” orgnni7o ‘Hne]r‘ idegs +A graun in'Pormm‘|'inn |omicg|ly~

Material  les d:
Organiz¢  on Plant ge

Complet  Brains® m -t

Actions: Provide students a copy of the planner page. Students are going o focus on
the three body paragraphs only, and organize the details of each. Remind students of

the practice organizing from the previous day- grouping details by topic or main idea.

Ask students to look at their brainstorm activity and think of how they could organize
their ideas for kindness info three “categories” or fopics. My intent was fo have them
set up e Ao The ne cts i Ul la sfi enfs mal see’ it
inadiffc enfl oy st 0 ouif yo wval (tsug  fear cr-direc dorif U waont
fo let th “oe mc eein e way Tt ganize  he 1 —c'cusies - YOu
followed e suggr i, an 1 TTmmnstor, ssso Tloc Vel

horme/family, and community.

When students have their categories of how they will organize, they should write a
couple of words or a short phrase for each detail on the planner page, keeping the

topics grouped by paragraph.

Lastly, lead students fo write each paragraph’s fopic sentence by reminding them to

reflect « 5t id o aral e 1 bu ook af 1 details
fo constt =t S ind o0 haugh t0 v & uld ki U the aindidea ispdbor ow Tthey
grouped eir det bu W also want coura | thel o vary t ,entences

so each | ragrop, loe 2t e sal way > yord. ¢ =d.

[7 © Jivey 200




/ '[.\I;Jme: Sa'mple Date: ’ k

Main Idea #| Topic Sentence:

One place where acts of kindness are always oppreciated is at school.

Detail:

share

Detail: Detail:

write a nofe to your teacher pick up trash in the hall

Main Idea #2 Topic Sentence:

It’s important to make your family feel special with gifts or acts of kindness, too.

Deftail:

do the P R I okiorlr pore‘ ’
Deftail: D

do yardwork share video game with sibling

Moain Idea #3 Topic Sentence:

There are even ways to spread kindness in the community.

Detail:

Detail:

donate

© Jvey 2000




Core Anchor Standards: RLI, RL.3 Duration: 30 MINUTES

Objective: Students will infer how a character feels based on events and actions.

Material lee 4

Oskar ar cig ssinechar S onanc anyc

Inferrin. Activity

Actions: Remind students that when we infer, we are reading between the lines of what
the author shares. For example, we can figure out how a character might feel based on

things that happen without the author actually telling us the emotion.

Complete the inferring activity with students as a mini-lesson, or walk through a couple

ond allow them to work on their own or with a partner to finish.

19 © Jivey 200




/ o Suggested Responses

Date:

T

Infer About Oskar

The Author Says...

had nothing but an
address and a photo of

a woman he didn’t know.

What I Know...

My Inference

with someone you've never
met in a place you've

never been.

frightened to make this

Jjourney.

The man whistled
to Oskar. Oskar whistled

back

firs

Oskar put the
mittens on and felt
the boy’s warmth.

He had something fo
give the boy, foo.

Whistling is something

was cold and snowy.
When someone does

something nice for you, it’s
nice to retfurn the favor.

He had the comic book

from the newsstand.

Oskar felt happy to be
city

Oskar gave him the comic
book because he wanted to

show how grateful he was.

\ washed over him.

20
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RODUCTIO

Core Anchor Standards: W.2, WH, W5 Duration: 45 MINUTES

Objective: Students will develop possible introductions for their kindness piece.

Material lee d:
Practice Dr ge
Types o0 eads L

Organization Planner Page

Actions: Discuss with students the importance of grabbing a reader’s attention so they
want to keep reading what you have to say. Pass out the Types of Leads List. Review
each example with the students. Remind students they should include a summary of
what each of the three paragraphs in the body of their writing will be about. It
shouldn’t give away or repeat all of the information, but it should give the reader the

main idea of the whole writing piece.

Allow sti =t in ol Ok daaft | intre uctio waing th =glety s as they
can in Th Time yc = lef Hllowing ¢ minute o sh = at the "~ Shore a
Quote, v could ¢ U Aw ke T he ¢ el idea

You could also do it in the form of QUICKWRITES: These are good fo get students fo
just put pencil to paper and START drafting. Tell sfudents they are going to work to
beat the clock as they draft some infroductions for their kindness writing. They can
pick any of the five leads fo start with, but they only have five minutes for that lead.
Use a timer so they can see how much fime they have left. Repeat this two more times

(This way, they always have “choice” when decidina which one they will work on next).

They wil ove v Oi ag ney calr ork ithTie egink - eir king ss writ)
formorre S S 1 el Timwrit nf aofts, U mi the 10 1 “clean
up” or ol more - one ey like th it

Give students time to share their favorite with a partner once drafting is done.

2l © Jivey 200
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P 7

PRAGTLIGL LEADS

Practice drafting some introductions for your kindness writing piec

Ask

Provide a Definition

"PREVIEW

Set The Scene

_PREVIEW

Jvey 2019



Core Anchor Standards: RLI, RL.2, RL.3 Duration: 20 MINUTES

Objective: Students will demonstrate understanding of summarizing and inferring.

Material  lee d:

Night Cr = Su _Ing wfer 9 uick Al issm
Actions:| ve stud IS he & maaaizing infepy i aamaamer
Answers:

Write a summary of the sfory. Remember, a summary is the big picturel
Eloise wants fo go crabbing but her mother makes her wait until the moon is high in the
sky. When they finally go down fo the sand, Eloise catches one of what she hopes is

many crabsl!

How wa@@™ mie falimmadt tiw nigof s L | lmw? Use gidence
from th{ tfor

She was g in ot IERed tREE N ause B legi 88 boul v she also
sighed af ! floppelf Ha ot Sedaaanatid Shegaa® am I kabaet, d | Ight ready

to go, foo, even though it’s not time to leave. Finally, it Telt like an efernity before they

were ob|e +O |e©1V€.

Is this Eloise’s first time going night crabbing? How do you know? Use evidence from
the story.
This is not her first time. I can infer this because her mother says, “There’s never been

a crab shortage in dll the years we have vacationed here,” and also says Eloise should

know th m ou - & bs e o > | ininds helio ook
closely @irhadiih BSiseiihsiibne this I o Sk inal B loisfBavs shefllgaing t88et o
new recl S whict ins sbE0s U ceffl i umbert the h§ SCGUGhT b

24 © Jivey 200




Naome: Date:

Night Crabbing

Eloise sat on the sofa in the hotel room, her legs bouncing up

and down. “Can we please go now?” She clutched a net and a bucket
in on n l el aer
, u eady. /e as
is hig he s m. er said, rate
ise pe indo se rely

the ocean. She sighed and flopped onto her back dramatically. “Everyone is going fo

moon

above

catch all the crabs before we even get down therel”
Her mother laughed. “There’s never been a crab shortage in all the years we

have vacationed here. Plus, the crabs like o come out when they can see by the
light of the moon. You know that!”
After what felt like an eternity, Eloise and her mother held hands and walked

out o hot er t l i r their
feet, r when i 0s o
n s loi er ind
have | watch for  hovement: dorn’t il t
nothiry:

wa ss.
Eloise walked carefully, pointing her flashlight at the holes made by the sand

‘An
‘ghost

, you

crabs, watching for any small movement coming out of them.

Suddenly, Eloise shouted, “THERE'S ONEP” She dropped her bucket and took
of f after a crab that was scompering across the sand, keeping the halo of the
flashlight around it. She slapped the net down onto the sand, trapping the crab
underneath. At that moment, her mother arrived with the bucket that Eloise had
dt ully dig

to hurl he

»

set a new recordl
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Naome: Date:

Night Crabbing

Write a summary of the story. Remember, a summary is the big picturel

How was Eloise feeling at the beginning of the story? How do you know? Use

evidence from the story.

Is this Eloise’s first time going night crabbing? How do you know? Use evidence
from the stfory.

PREVIEW

% © jivey




. ) 'DA

Core Anchor Standards: W2, WH, W5 Duration: 45 MINUTES

Objectives: Students will write to convey ideas of kindness clearly.

Material  lee d
Practice _us Dr uge
Organiz¢ on Plani -1 =

Paper or Drafting Page

Actions: Discuss with students: just as it is important fo grab the reader’s attention
with a good introduction, it's also good to wrop up a writing piece so that it feels
complete. For the purpose of this expository piece, a Call to Action is a great type of
ending, or conclusion. Explain to sfudents that this is where the author talks o the
reader in a way that makes them want to foke action or do some of the suggestions
made in the piece Write a few foaether to give them some ideas of ways o conclude

their wri g e

Then, all  them ¢« «ft ¢ Hf their ic nto onl lace  oose one¢ tion from
their Prcdiice Leacd POgoy vaiiidiiieir thile parcy cors, horiiacting Brdin Slntences in

each using the details they listed, and close it with a cadll fo action.

**You may need more time for the drafting- you could carry this over info next week,

especially To get some revision and editing done before publishing **

V%@ Ffa . 2

v

Encoura studeri 1. aclu acimile i ir weit L ast sl ac 4 fe ) und

sentences fo vary the strucfure.
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Cooliler of Uge

Thank you so much for your download!
Feedback and ratings are always appreciated!
Make sure to follow my blog for more
classroom ideas: www.ideasbyjvey.com
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LittleRed’s
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www.littleredstreehouse.com
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