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Greetings!

We've had an exciting summer at the Rural Maryland
Council. We have two grant programs that are
currently open for applications. The Maryland
Agricultural Education and Rural Development
Assistance Fund (MAERDAF) has a deadline of

July 15th. The Rural Maryland Prosperity
Investment Fund (RMPIF) grant program is open
until

August 15th.

Governor Hogan stopped by our booth at the
Maryland Municipal League Conference in June, see
the picture below.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsFRVt5jGwGc-ny5tuHygnXNtBQjg247mm-f0mncbezWYc8d2_or2B38WINwQHgoQ_b2Jq26tmSwIXeVW70guJsuXFrlAm9v_QFvQP2AXM6GkvbeqjP3AJzbI2mSXUkGwD5g7ur0hHZEp-oWfDeeP1giLAqLugLK2oO1-Yq-WriTuyJqJOQOQoTtFXFiBaprXUn-DEk-5cSO5rTmi4NABBU6F3sO-rINwFQeuab5gaX_hxfK7r82M4xxlZXIvqpiRIRR3eSSU_b49LMWYpoUCcxM=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsOdlZV4_WKwD1_ntG_VseB5BtGqMbcnV6quzlht-2AupDvJfKszSr_C4CVCMP6uxbcluqJsZQ2MloSYi-vvICEKW77HaQd_oteScSKY3TqiwXZaU_sZtfiFPtuGFEMTf_yNw0Sj2Lr_Nyrwg2DQAs1M=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsDmyiy6ZeyxhkP8wirU3_rgHMnJEuJUrHiMd9rvoJoGqGP53K2ocIHQ5Z2xnXycXJWCwO6hNy7_fZIq-g8pdEAAzJrpGVTYUE2tMAhAYHISsSQW77zCYYhpycY9abia4Wg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsMQvpWQ8NBxtEO4PP8hwWhwJ3EFVdBI_B69vYNoQJpDje8uK99C0ujCrJ15_VRz8EOmCf1gRTe_27gc0RaCSzc2_6VPNSLZeNVKerJrMxYqN3HBYxLiWexYKFQ4DZ0AvvIrDO9foY7AOGzUPTFxK4AM=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsLrx_1m7aBTQ--gTo0oUTzTotuvE6y7nKNa1ubToA8vF0k0Ix3i-9tVacwsefybwcpeo0rOJjykX27CQMjgvuS7ZwFgP45bwP5tSrCMbTTX0UBz_0N0DdaoaCXVcS5VvYcKEZ-3MtA3AH5pH-X5s2rvQ-eY5L-5F46SoqFFvXIMjyJg4gvzrW9fRrT5N8O3YcBw4PtuXTp0gO8NRXS_lnMMoAiS4vYWsuYekNAu5v_XBWFc9e1tuU4xeLqEm2wRNze4YIq7PCsxBEckLmTj10GUfuE3KFFQORAWR93YCd7JV&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsLrx_1m7aBTQ--gTo0oUTzTotuvE6y7nKNa1ubToA8vF0k0Ix3i-9tVacwsefybwcpeo0rOJjykX27CQMjgvuS7ZwFgP45bwP5tSrCMbTTX0UBz_0N0DdaoaCXVcS5VvYcKEZ-3MtA3AH5pH-X5s2rvQ-eY5L-5F46SoqFFvXIMjyJg4gvzrW9fRrT5N8O3YcBw4PtuXTp0gO8NRXS_lnMMoAiS4vYWsuYekNAu5v_XBWFc9e1tuU4xeLqEm2wRNze4YIq7PCsxBEckLmTj10GUfuE3KFFQORAWR93YCd7JV&c=&ch=

FREE "Farmland" Screening - Carroll
County
Webinar: RMPIF Info Session

MD Department of Housing and
Community Development State

Revitalization Programs
Call Before You Cut Program

Chesapeake Regional Foodshed Survey
Preservation Summer School Opportunity
Navigating the "Local Food" Marketplace

2016 MRHA Rural Health Conference
Rural Health Information Hub

Upcoming Events

MAERDAF Open for Grant
Applications
Deadline: July 15, 2016
Learn more

RMPIF Open for Grant Applications
Deadline: August 15, 2016
Learn more

Managing Risk, Meeting Nutrient
Management Requirements' Dairy
Meetings - Garrett County
Garrett College, McHenry
July 14th, 9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Learn more

FREE "Farmland" Screening
Carroll County Public Library -
Mt. Airy Branch
July 21st, 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Learn more

Webinar: RMPIF Grant
Information Session
July 26th, 10:00 am - 11:30 am
Learn more

RMC/RMF Joint Planning and
Development Committee Meeting
August 17th, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Learn more

Maryland Association of Counties
Summer Conference
Ocean City, MD
August 17th - August 20th
Learn more

Maryland State Fair

RMC Executive Director, Charlotte Davis, and Odette Ramos,
Community Development Network of Maryland, with
Governor Larry Hogan

The RMC will be at the Maryland Association of
Counties Conference in Ocean City on August 17th-
20th, stop by booth #203 to visit us!

If I can be of any assistance, please contact me at
charlotte.davis@maryland.gov, or 410.841.5774.

Sincerely,
Charlotte Davis
Executive Director

Message from the Chair

I am excited to announce grant applications for the
Rural Maryland Prosperity Investment Fund (RMPIF)
are now available.

For Fiscal Year 2017, the RMC is particularly
interested in proposals that address the following:
Regional Planning and Development Councils, Rural
Entrepreneurship Development, Regional
Infrastructure Projects, and Rural Health Care
Organizations.

All applications must be received by Monday,
August 15, 2016. Access the guidelines, instructions
and applications here. If youhave any questions about
the RMPIF Grant, please contact us at
rmc.mda@maryland.gov or at 410.841.5772.

Best wishes,



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsAbH3VCB8L6OE1GQkuVl9InEVqYaJ45MdcmbYYayh7viGwDeO2L0CpLBG8LRD1JmqXrxqodqMgsnAG5U1uKAQxspi3oU9JKfed27sTU1YDezqF9uoZ9QYz4-SwxzeyU5fFFhP3kJM2jk87tw1kbAgO962xxXYbOIu4tCP5O4P9P1pnZdCii-tiVclLvDsCbYCTu49Dk88k_X3r3x30yzhUCCIkiupYtMkye_7f_ruUS06Pqf5QkgaVlZt6xPfi1938MEcb30br9FEFgx7Ojls-LYACt2Im6j4U2_xt5bRKKxk6e7Iox05QvqoIaN0AFqIgimFbSVa18dQ97FXDBIHuk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsAbH3VCB8L6OMURRCKw5z5MOaaFEOuaxWCZ3yY5D1-bWbbD8nmxPwFR585LlWTRhOavwQXc-0Lj8TgO49SsX30QaUZkG1-Hnylv5LQ6IUANk8ifyWrsHFR-qZ1NnXFZ1SlgWoFYXOrKSFX3Bah0VHtIp4HGsQoZOaggwzNZj8YoH4lpm0VSJFM7BeCShL_IpQe9CIiBZ9HY8QAFE9Xs-jJuSDXIZxxvJxOhvlRJksQ3nborGPnMgbwqPJU6cyzx28oqBuvuomTFAaujdUAmtEj7K1_xsjkcd_B6wNXUnhiCZ144AW9gkAarAPlBZC0twTJZt3r744qy79j_xOhju_s8=&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsAbH3VCB8L6O6LLQ6D-BzVv48_H7FMX8HDsfp8jmxUD76w4wq4RtYmJUXGhKpf4eIoR_N16YlXfesLiW4I0rQ_rJ9qmKcGOBAHKbAU7OEBuMkeAKEaBFSJJ7VkI30fHenqx7nBprBYZPhXq3ETH8QVZsHaTVLJ0AW4pMTFW2MyTQ20CRbti1hn25ojO-by7I6qmkpKhm2WP61QxPWew2HBlIIUejljrMqs0MO_9DiCUEbVSY4qxziUhrIHPsDcoz_gqJZQ-ueJ0qse-13m_9IKhNQkR3vb9ymX9ufDiAedqYtHPmmyREwzcL85SQ8sL1TicrFwGUk0IbUxXrBHuMilhq3UOvv_b8-v--l751TbYsZLGTWsFCsUo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsKszyaYjREhIX8WNHjc5SbKJBK1la-A6-_aMveL0VgOMXIxIqR-2ozZVj0wjcmgWAyFu_QxxjK17RL34AgJkQFjjSZ6KSU5-KoVR22BBNM5kcgfQbSqKjNDFDkbv-slxiAoXiyQaOULr1PaVeZCplkGsOxK7QPZkhwvMncjwPz6siAmNWIJDnkpjgaCFiJcYZSwl5jw9oCbqRxIqCKboCGTps6pVF5cPJo6tOoB0aUYPdj0gui32nBXFRWuqFFrZDrZ9jAa3nsRVliBOPCSw7pszEEqwVCyErgYxo69KyoEGW-VoW_qdigOY7miogkGzopmlo0dmGGP3CsQ8F_8BMkjYptXAo3TrmA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsAbH3VCB8L6OR4p-Qbkpyj8ojdqcsFXAWGubKwgxMRlpDiSXDLm9UgsfbdxXDk8ch1hHo_MlsppWcmDt5bVXP8cgyl3KzASPULmHiSpXuB7xfR8toXZ-n5Yhyyu8Akwy-oZqrFr45Vpq1u64NmeVYSsK46Pv1ZMdiMo8t_zKVbYj0vALZs24uc-BZm_2aBzSyxqY0KJNdWiZBI4IyCn9DJ5RjmKvV4sQniLD8vD79iNkuFWUhvsULPJXO1A51w803L8tUnSOWZ0mnE9Tquq4BlT5KvYerEI5vAASmnBR2vwmVdi-WhGP4aL9mkgWiwJh2O2WAGEdhalsG_E2hsJ9_9SePOiMMVDHip5rHsiwRacv5JXNqG3UWMI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsAbH3VCB8L6OhDTiOOAl1Jjj-2G3OPg5R1DV6WvdFtLif2Lt7k26pNS8zprO4mCcECzbBL8BlpOOqEMHRwou1IyWVmBbtUbgpjMovj86v48me0V_OMacJ99yQC38BUdX9MSlLFXU_0mjB0Skqocstlt2ny3QVliIZdbVPiwx1t4GC3rN-qQtPjLjMm4nQvMvkv69sC4D0Ncm5xvUZ7Zw4SN2NPZBjTs279QWjbR_IbUNj5vd_OlopH6pnKBM39sMm2t3ZbgyWCoF64HY7k0vOVv0iBGVvx6_gUoYEdjCCJJ1vzkilBGOiPYWi9tEEYek1HYz4O-6SMmkAitYEyMY-mLueewe4nxdPFNdXRCxP-2A&c=&ch=
mailto:charlotte.davis@maryland.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsLrx_1m7aBTQ--gTo0oUTzTotuvE6y7nKNa1ubToA8vF0k0Ix3i-9tVacwsefybwcpeo0rOJjykX27CQMjgvuS7ZwFgP45bwP5tSrCMbTTX0UBz_0N0DdaoaCXVcS5VvYcKEZ-3MtA3AH5pH-X5s2rvQ-eY5L-5F46SoqFFvXIMjyJg4gvzrW9fRrT5N8O3YcBw4PtuXTp0gO8NRXS_lnMMoAiS4vYWsuYekNAu5v_XBWFc9e1tuU4xeLqEm2wRNze4YIq7PCsxBEckLmTj10GUfuE3KFFQORAWR93YCd7JV&c=&ch=
mailto:rmc.mda@maryland.gov

Lutherville-Timonium, MD
August 26th - September 5th
Learn more

RMC
In the News

May 9th
Maryvland Association of Counties

May 13th
Carroll County Times

June 6th
Associated Press - WTOP

June 6th
Delmarva Public Radio

June 21st
The Talbot Spy

June 21st
The Chestertown Spy

Rural Youth Engagement
Call for Interested Jurisdictions

The Rural Maryland Council is requesting a
call for interested jurisdictions to participate
in a Youth Engagement Assessment.

Past Youth Engagement Assessments have
included the Bridges to Opportunity Youth
Assessment Project conducted in Allegany
County, MD under the direction of Nancy
Forlifer of the Western Maryland Health
System. View the final report of the project
and the Bridges to Opportunity Youth
Perspective PowerPoint.

If interested, or to obtain more information,
please contact Charlotte Davis at
410.841.5774 or
charlotte.davis@maryland.gov.

Dairy Financial Risk, Nutrient
Management Workshops Set
for July in Cecil, Washington,

Doris Mason
Chair

Committee Updates

RMC Health Care Committee:

The Health Care Committee recently had several guest
speakers attend its June 7th meeting including Dr.
David Pruitt, Dr. Nicole Wolf, and Ms. Kelly

Coble LCSW-C from the University of Maryland,
School of Medicine to discuss the Maryland Behavioral
Health Integration in Pediatric Primary Care
program. In addition, the Committee has distributed
letters to Local Health Improvement Coalitions
(LHICs), Rural School Superintendents, 132 rural-
serving Pediatricians, and 240 rural-serving Family
Physicians in Maryland regarding the Healthy
Kids/Early Periodic Screening Diagnosis and
Treatment (EPSDT) Program.

Learn more about the RMC Health Care Committee
on our website here, or contact Chairman Tom

McLoughlin.

RMC Legislative Committee:

The RMC Legislative Committee met July 7th to
discuss potential legislation for the 2017 Legislative
Session, including a look at the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC), renewable energy, and rural
manufacturing and economic development.

To learn more about the RMC Legislative Committee,
please contact Chairman Josh Hastings.

RMC/RMF Joint Planning and Development
Committee:

The RMC Committee held a Board Retreat April 27th-
28th to meet with a strategic planning consultant to
work on a strategic plan. The Committee met May
18th to discuss and review the finalized RMC Strategic
Plan. The goals for the RMC outlined in the plan
include:

e Goal #1: Encourage healthy, connected
communities throughout Rural Maryland

e Goal #2: Support the development and growth
of vibrant economies

e Goal #3: Foster stewardship of Maryland's
natural resources

e Goal #4: Maximize RMC outreach, resources and
mission

To learn more about the Committee, please contact



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EzuncT8u--hta0SfE-sGIi_t_unvDKaJAHI0SjolAlbhM016926HsAbH3VCB8L6ONiU2lx4V7Nm3OvAyko7Td_xNJ6jHXyrbL0dZHeIC0fuEH2XXX8bCShasWfWIM9fDR03e9N8jESs6UKppn2bAxYPcfp8C2N6LD1FOResXTuHA_bBymWiK52zVs3Z-nqUQJlUEcux0YOtgTiwhAVD5P-vYUdZGMHALjhSTtbcpfzY4zufxPMUHKBHChHoHZnOpJyAyWZRRYpNE86dYKwFrE8SopQqgGrTyvLecoWWZesXJI7TLv94fT9iwMxu9x5--6wgO4QWjWRdZQAXJcw-tzQ==&c=&ch=
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Maryland Department of Agriculture and its
partners at the University of Maryland
Cooperative Extension will hold three
workshops in July to provide dairy farmers
with financial risk management information
and updates on manure management
requirements beginning this winter.

Presenters from the University of Maryland,
Penn State University, Maryland
Department of Agriculture, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Farm Credit, Maryland
Agricultural and Resource-Based Industry
Development Corp. and others are designed
to provide critical information.

The meetings will be held from 9:30 a.m.
until 2:30 p.m., and lunch is included. The
workshops will be held at the following
locations:

e July 14 - Garrett College, Room
201, Continuing Education Building,
687 Mosser Road, McHenry
(Registration: 301-405-1293).

For more information, call Mark Powell,
Maryland Department of Agriculture, at 410-
841-5775 or Paul Goeringer, University of
Maryland, at 301-405-3541.

LEAD Maryland:
Call for Applications &
Symposium

Join LEAD Maryland Class IX for the third
biennial Image of Agriculture Symposium:

Chairman Mike Thielke.

FREE "Farmland" Screening at
Carroll County Public Library - Mt. Airy

! A 4- A

FROM ACADEMY AWARD" WINNER JAMES MOIL

FARMLAND

Join the Rural Maryland Council, Rural Maryland
Foundation, Mt. Airy Main Street Farmers Market,
and Carroll County Public Library - Mt. Airy

Branch for a screening of "Farmland" the movie and
the short video "Rural Aspirations" on

Thursday, July 21st, 6:30pm-9:00pm at the Carroll
County Public Library - Mt. Airy Branch.

"Farmland", a documentary, takes an intimate look at
the lives of farmers and ranchers and their passion
for a way of life that has been passed down from
generation to generation, yet continues to evolve.

The screening is FREE and open to all! Light
refreshments will be provided. Learn more &

register...

Webinar: RMPIF Information Session

Join a FREE webinar to learn more about the Rural
Maryland Prosperity Investment Fund (RMPIF)
Grant on Tuesday, July 26th at 10am. Join to
learn about eligibility, grant requirements, and more.

Register Here!

If youmissed the MAERDAF Grant Information
Session webinar on Tuesday, June 21st, you can
access the recording and slides on our website here.

Maryland Department of Housing and
Community Development State
Revitalization Programs

The Department of Housing and Community
Development has opened the FY17 application round
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The Many Faces of Maryland Agriculture on
Saturday, November 19, 2016 at the
College Park Marriott Hotel & Conference
Center in College Park, MD.

The Conference will include a focus on four
tracks, including politics of agriculture and
the environment, trends in agricultural
production, emerging markets and career
opportunities, and Maryland's agricultural
communities.

Are you interested in joining the next
LEAD class? The LEAD Maryland
Fellowship Program is accepting
applications until October 1, 2016.
Learn more and apply here.

Carroll County Agricultural
Land Preservation Program
Open for Applications

The Carroll County Agricultural Land
Preservation Program recently opened a
new application cycle for interested
applicants to

apply by August 5, 2016.

The program, which began in 1980, enables
farmland owners to retire the development
potential of their land and invest in their
farm operations, thereby preserving land
for agricultural use in perpetuity. The
county's goal is to preserve 100,000 acres.

For more information, contact Deborah
Bowers, Program Manager, at
410.386.2214. Learn more...

40th Annual J. Millard Tawes
Crab & Clam Bake

Held the third Wednesday in July each year,
the Crab & Clam Bake draws a large crowd
and features all-you-can-eat delicious local
seafood and entertainment.

Join the Bake on July 20th, Noon - 4pm, at
the Somers Cove Marina in Crisfield, MD.
Learn more...

for three of the four available State Revitalization
Programs.

These programs, which include Community Legacy,
Strategic Demolition Fund - Statewide (all non-
Baltimore City) and Baltimore Regional Neighborhood
Initiative, offer funding to support local housing,
community and economic development and
revitalization projects. They are part of the
department's commitment to helping the state's local
governments and nonprofit agencies achieve their
community revitalization and economic development
goals.

Applications are due July 15, 2016. The FY17
application due date for a fourth program, Strategic
Demolition Fund - Project C.O.R.E., will be announced
shortly. Learn more...

Call Before You Cut Program

The Call Before You Cut Program helps woodland
property owners achieve their management goals and
help ensure the health of their forests for the coming
years and future generations.

Whatever the reason for harvesting, a professional
forester is uniquely qualified to assist you with a
timber harvest that accomplishes your needs and
expectations. To request information or to learn more,
visit the Maryland page of the program here.

Chesapeake Regional Foodshed Survey

The Harry R. Hughes Center for Agro-Ecology, the
Town Creek Foundation, and the Chesapeake
Foodshed Network are gathering information and
understanding to better support a thriving regional
farm-to-table food system in the Chesapeake Region.

Is it easy or difficult for farmers in your town, county
or state to produce, add value to, market, or sell local
food products to local consumers ?

Do federal, state and local regulations or policies for
producing, processing, marketing, and selling local
food products help or hinder market access in your
community?

ARE YOU INVOLVED in farming or food industries in
some capacity? DO THESE ISSUES CONCERN YOU?

If so, PLEASE share your knowledge and insights on
these matters! Contribute to the survey here.
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TEDCO Listening Session

The Maryland Technology Development
Corporation (TEDCO) is Maryland's go-to
source for entrepreneurial support,
investment and guidance for seed and early-
stage tech companies engaged in bringing
innovative ideas to market. TEDCO
provides this support through its suite of
funding and mentoring services throughout
Maryland. One of these programs is the
Rural Business Innovation (RBI) Initiative,
which matches business mentors with tech
entrepreneurs in the rural parts of the State.

TEDCO is currently re-evaluating all of its
programs/services to customers in
Maryland and is interested in learning
directly from businesses on how better to
serve them. To that end, TEDCO will be
hosting, in conjunction with the Tri-County
Council for the Lower Eastern Shore of
Maryland and the Economic Development
offices in Somerset, Wicomico and
Worcester counties, a breakfast forum on
Wednesday, July 13th to:

1. Give a brief overview of its current
programs; and,

2. Seek input on how best to assist the
development of tech entrepreneurs in
the rural parts on Maryland.

The meeting will begin at 8:00am with
continental breakfast, registration and
networking, with the presentation/listening
session to start at 8:30am. The meeting will
be held at Headquarters Live located at 115
S Division St, Salisbury. Learn more...

Outreach and Restoration
Grant Program -
Charles County

Charles County Government, in partnership
with the Chesapeake Bay Trust, is pleased to
announce the Outreach and Restoration
Grant Program is now open for applicants.

This grant program encourages outreach and
community engagement activities to
increase stewardship ethic of natural
resources and on-the-ground activities

For questions, or to learn more information, contact
Joe Tassone, Maryland Department of Planning, at
410.767.4547 or joe.tassone@maryland.gov.

Preservation Summer School Opportunity
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Preservation Maryland's Preservation Summer School
is a one-day professional development opportunity
hosted with collegiate and professional partners each
year in a different location within Maryland.
Preservation Summer School explores diverse and
relevant topics, and this year is introducing a basic
and advanced track, while focusing on the technology,
ethics, and issues facing the future of historic
preservation.

Whether you are a historic preservation staff member
or volunteer, a heritage area or main street manager
or a community planner or government employee, you
will leave energized and ready to put the lesson you
learned to work in your community. Students
welcome.

The one-day conference for preservationists will take
place in Frederick, MD on
Thursday, July 21st, 9gam - 4pm. Learn more...

Navigating the "Local Food" Marketplace -
Panel & Discussion

Interested in having your farm raised products sold in
the booming "local food" marketplace? Join a
reception and panel and discussion hosted by the
Maryland Agricultural Law Initiative and Maryland
Farm Bureau on Wednesday, July 27th, 5pm -
8pm, at Chesapeake College in Wye Mills.

Come and listen to a dynamic panel discussion on the
challenges and successes of buying and selling locally
sourced foods in Maryland. The evening will start with
a light reception of locally sourced foods and drinks to
allow for networking of buyers and sellers, followed by
a panel discussion. Register & Learn More...
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| demonstrating restoration techniques and
engaging residents in the restoration and
protection of the Chesapeake Bay and its
rivers.

Non-profit organizations, community
associations, and faith-based organizations
are encouraged to apply. Applications are
due September 28th by 5pm.

Learn more...

Rural Community
Development Initiative
Grants

This program, available through USDA Rural
Development, provides funding to help non-
profit housing and community development
organizations support housing, community
facilities, and community and economic
development projects in rural areas.

Funds may be used to improve housing,
community facilities, and community and
economic development projects in rural
areas. Public bodies, nonprofit organizations,
and Federally recognized tribes are eligible to
apply. Applications are due July

22nd. Learn more...

Small Farm Outreach
Initiative Bus Tour

Although farmers face many challenges
today, there still re-main alternative ways
and strategies to increase farm profits.
Selected tour stops will offer diverse and
practical examples of what farmers can do
to improve their bottom line.

University of Maryland, Eastern Shore is
offering an educational tour to provide
farmers with the opportunity to learn from
successful agricultural entrepreneurs.

Major focuses include: direct marketing,
value-added, agri-tourism, specialty "niche"
crops, sustainable farming practices, wood-
land opportunities, natural resource
conservation and more!

The bus will depart from the Comfort Inn

2016 Maryland Rural Health Conference

Early Bird special prices end July 31st for the
Maryland Rural Health Association 2016 Conference
"Creating a Culture of Health in Rural Maryland",
October 6th-7th, at the Holiday Inn Solomons
Conference Center and Marina.

MRHA Members can attend the conference at a
discount of $220; non-MRHA Mmebers can attend for

$250. Register here.

Learn more about Exhibit and Sponsorship
opportunities here.

Help recognize someone or some deserving
organization in your rural community by nominating
them for a 2016 Maryland Rural Health Award.
Awards will be presented at the upcoming 2016
Maryland Rural Health Conference in Solomons, MD
during the evening Awards Ceremony on October 6th.

MRHA is now accepting nominations for the following
awards:

Outstanding Rural Health Program
Outstanding Rural Health Achievement
Outstanding Rural Health Practitioner
Outstanding Rural Health Volunteer (up to 2
awards)

For descriptions of each of these awards and
information on nominating individuals and
organizations, please click here.

For more information about MRHA, please contact
Lara Wilson, Executive Director, at 410.693.6988 or
larawilson @mdruralhealth.org.

Rural Health Information Hub -
Seeking New Topics

The Rural Health Information Hub (RHIHub) is
currently seeking new topics to add and is asking for
ideas for challenges and/or possible solutions to be
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| Hotel parking lot at 4500 Crain Hwy, Bowie, | sent to this address by July 31, 2016.
MD 20716 on Monday, August 8, 2016
at 8:00am and return at approx. 6:30pm on RHIHub allows rural health practitioners to research

Tuesday, Aug 9th. approaches to community health programs, discover

best practices, learn about common obstacles, connect
For participants who reside on the Eastern with program experts, and evaluate programs to
Shore, provisions are being made for pick- demonstrate impact.
up enroute to Bowie at the Cambridge
Walmart Supercenter parking lot on RHIHub has a variety of online tools, data, and
Monday, August 8, 2016 at 6:30am publications to provide current rural health news,
promptly. funding opportunities, research, and more.

Learn more...

Registration deadline is August 3rd.
Learn more....
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