pariow,
That 1 had wings, could §Ly a0 high;
1'd §8y away o my false thue Loven,
And alf he'd as

"T wish T was some Little &
8

R, T would deny."

Susan Glaspell’s

“A JURY of HER PEERS”




Specdal Thanks To:

The Historic Burke Foundation fon use of
the old Burke County Counthouse.

Steve Carpenten forn explaining the Light-
ing system,

Jim and Mabef Oxgord for donation of the
fuwmniturne and props,

John Carenen, Don Secreast, Paul Wandzinshi,
and Loutse White for inviting theirn classes
Lo aifend these penformances of "A Jury of
Hen Peers.™



WPCC Readers Theatre Class
presents

Susan Glaspell's
"A Jury of Her Peers"

Adapted by
Cheryl Oxford

THE  CAST

MNArraIot i '4e) Sl ta S i iR DA LR b dac ks ot A Lu Davis
Camilla Gallion
LSS T DAREA RS ALY DALD SREEES N + « « . Susan Jennings
ool ) SRR R A LRRGES 8 S KD AR g5 1 RLSERS &% BFE 2S Alan Green
M. HBDOeRSON L b | s bt bidte T LARVISET P s Alan Ellis
MrsL  Patarg ARl LY bt L e s T TR P b L} Jana Powell
SNErITT IREtEYs: 1o L Ly i fa Al Ll sc b gl as Aaron Cook
Andy Fairbanks
Minnde Fastar Wright . &L e eisiitgsg e suzanne Averett
Elizabeth Clark
Rhonda Lowman
Harry iHERS L h 0t Al A g U nd Rt g1t o b, James Hildebrand
Jamie Jamison
Selohg LA PEN SR ERRREN SR RN ¥ RO TR A58 B ,Sharon Stamey
= dAE LR R RS EE i B N REREBE D Pat Harton

THE PRODUCTION CREW
STUOENE ATIYBERar | & Ja cri s Rt ET i Ha DR PR LS R Debra Crisp
TecanicatInyeetar ' A las te i Lrabaa il e iy, Pam Walker
Costumes andimake-lp ... .12 0 oot G bl Sharon Stamey
and the Cast
LIgnEINg S{ baslase I LU L adhs ol s iy e Ledd sy o Alan Ellis
Andy Fairbanks
Pam Walker

Readers Theatre Instructor . . . . . . . . . .Cheryl Oxford
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“A Jury of Her Peers” reviewed

After twenty yeuars of suppression,
a woman married to a eold and cruel
man who shows no emotion or sensitl-
vity and who allows none in her, re-
taliates by strangling her husband
with a rope while he sleeps. Is this
anaother news Story like the one we all
saw portrayed in thls year's made-lor-
TV film, The Burning Bed? Not quite.
This is a 1017, real life incident
around which Susan Glaspell focused her
short sLory, A Jury of Her Poers."
An excellent dramatization of this
compalling story was presented May 11-17
in Morganlon's O01ld Burke County Court-
house by WPCC's Performing Aris Program.

There are some very current issues
ranging from Jjustifiable homicide to
spouse abuse raised by this drama.
the nltimate issue of the story has
little to do with wmorder. In fact,
the story doesn'l depend on the murder
plot at all, but rather upon the drama
as created between Lwo women as they
piece together the story of the killing.
In so0 doing, they realize Lhe desperation
of the accused woman and empathize with
her. Consequently, in their minds, they
find the woman not guilly of murder
but of salf defense. The characters,
like the awdience, play Lhe role of
learning about the situation and a fe
male's perspective ol it. Perhaps what
is really on trial here is a soclely
that perceives Lthe female perspective
as inconsequential or, at best, that of
A4 second class citizen.

WPC('s drama begins as Lhe neighbor,
Mrs. Hale, m robust, farmer's wife,
arrives b the house of Minnie FPoster
Wright, the woman accugad of murdering
her husband., She is accompanied by

Hut

the frail and timid Mrs. Peoters, the
sheriffi's wife. As Lhe men -- the
sheriff; the farmer, Mr. Hale; and the

district attorney —- lonk for ¢lues
and espacinlly a motive Lo explain Lhe
murder, Lthe women are left to collect
some clothes for Minnle Foster (o use
in prison while awaiting trial. As
the efficient but Insensitive men
search for clues by examining windows,
barns and ropes, the women in the kit-
chen discern the motive for Minnie
Foster Wright's killing her busband.
In the background, the men examine
upstairs, then down, wll the time
wondering why Minnie Foster Wrieght

might want to kill her husband. As
they secarch for a motive, they joke
that the women wouldn't know a clue
if they stumbled on it.

UVltimately, Lhe success of the
play In communicating this spacial
undersianding of an oppressed woman
rests with the two female roles. ‘To-
gather, they do an amazing job of
crealing an unforgettable emotional
bond boetween themselves and the
audiecnece. The audience is brought
into thelr subtle and sensitive world
aof knowlng and caring aboul this
woman and her situation. Interestling-
ly, the men in the play are excluded
from thelr insights, Finally, as
the women discover a bird cage with
a broken and mangled door, and then
in Minnie Fostor's sewing basket, a
dead canary with ils neck broken,
the molive for murder becomes clear.
As the men return to the kitchen to
colleel the women, Mrs. flale and Mrs.
Peters hide the bird. Minnie Foster
Wright becomes, not a murderer, bul
a person who has had the life and
song erushed out of her by a cold,
hard, quiet and insensitive existonce
just as the tiny canary has.

Susan Glaspell's story A Jury
of Her Peers," and WPCC's dramati-
zation of it, is not really about Lhe
crime of murder at all. Rather, the
story Is about how soclety, in this
case represented ironically by two
women, must learn Lo recognize and
value a feminine perspective.

Paul Wardzinski

COHRHECTION: 1n last month's artiecle,
"Woman wins wage discrimipation suit,"
wo said Mary Dean Taylor of Morganton
had earncd $1,.200 leas por year than

a man with the same job as hers, .
Taylor corrected us and said it was
$d. 000 less per year,

o BUNKE
I‘%2"«:1111«:I\l-:f:w.w.rs

Thanks for this issue go to Dawn Harmon,
Nancy Reis, Janet Rasnick, Carol
Trivette, Gwen Veazey, Patily Molffatt,
Anne Fischer, Deloris Johnson, Paul
Wardzinski, and Dode Wood.

Write to us at P.0. Box 2512, Hurgnntnni

This I1ssuve was coplad by
(uick Copies of Hnrnnntnni
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