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"A Jury of Her Peers" reviewed 
After twonty y~t• n$ o f s uppresq I o n, 

n woman married to a cold and cruel 
man who t-ihows no emotion or sensiti­
vi ty and who allOW$> none in her. re­
taliates hy ~trangl lug hor husba1ld 
with a nJpe whit~ he !jlocps. t s thits 
(Ul01.her n ews f.it.o t·y ll k o the one we ;..11 
s aw po rt.r:•y(H1 i n thli:i ycu1·'s m.adtt-fur­
TV film, 'l'ho llurnl ng lled? tlot (IUlt~. 
This is a Hi17, real lTio Incident 
around wh I c.'h Susau GJaa~pcl 1 focuf.ittd ber 
Short story. "A Jury uf llcr Paers. 11 

An cxcell@nt dramaU?.&t. lon o f t his 
compe111na s torl' wa:c:;: prOROntod )J ay 11 -1 7 
in Morgn.nt.<m'tl Old Du 1·ko County Court­
hou~e by WPCC ' ~ Perf.ormi ng At·ts Pro(;l'Um. 

'l'herc n ro somA very c urron t issue~ 
rang ing from justifiablo hOtJIICide to 
spou~e abuso ral~ed by this d~ama. Uut 
thP. ult1mnlO issue ol tho sto~y h~~ 
li t t l e to rlo with murdor. Jn f act, 
the !:>lory doosu ' l dttpend on the murder 
plot a.l. :1 11, but ra th o J' upo n the dramo 
as Crt!atecJ botwoan twcJ women as they 
plAce tneethcr the sto1·y of tbe killing. 
ln so clning, they rcal1:.GO t.he de~peration 
or the accused woman and empa thize wlt.h 
her. consequently , •n lhPir minds, they 
find tlu·t wnnmn not gui l ly uf murder 
but of solf (le f ense. 1'h e characters , 
l i ke th A a udi e nce , p l ny lhe role ot 
1 ~~ rn l ng o.hou l. t h e ~:.d tun tj o n and a £c 
male 's pcrsp~c L ive of it. Perhap6 whnt. 
I~ r e n lJy on trJal h~re is a soclet)• 
that percotva~ lhe fe~le per~pectivo 
as tnconsequcnt.ial or. at hAst., that o r 
a second ctass c i t.i~en. 

l'.'Pcc' R elrama IJt!gins ns t.he neichbor , 
Mrs. fla lv, n robust , farmo )· ' ~ wl h-!, 
flrrivcs u.t. Lhc hou:-:;e of )It r'lnie Po~-:~t.t.tr 
Wright , the wunutn accusod or murder ins: 
her husband. She is accornpan ied by 
the fr;lll nnd llmid Wrs. Potors, the 
sheriff'g wJfc. As the men -- tho 
sheri f 1 ; tho farme r . l-tr . Hale; and tho 
dlstrict attorrloy -- l onk for clueq 
and espcc i.nl l y a motivtt l o explaitl l..ho 
rnurder , the woo1Crl arH l eft. to co llect 
sorne clothes fot· l.linnl+J Jo'ost c r t.o u~o 
in prison wht le 3.\\'aitinr: trial. At~ 
the cffic.tent but lnttensitive men 
search for c lues l.Jy examin ing wJndown . 
barns and ropes, thH women jn lhe k it ­
chen dis~t• t·n the mot.J vo for Minnie 
Posler Wr l r.ht' s k i 11 lng hfi •• h usband . 
Tn the hu.c:k l.t"round , t h e men Axuminc 
upstair':>. than down, all lhe t.ime 
tr.Ondcrin.c. "hV Ulnnle Pos tnr Writ!ht 

might wnut t.o kil l be r husband . As 
they sco.r e h tor a motlve. they joke 
that. the women wouldn't know a cluo 
It thoy s tumbled on 1t. 

U1tima1:.e l y , t he s ucces}:i: of t.ho 
play In commu_nicat:l n,:c e.ht s s.peclll) 
und~r~t.andlng of nn O I) PI'f!!->Sed womu.n 
r et;I..S wlt.h the two fema l e roles. ' l'o­
gathar, they do un 11mnzing .lob of 
ere~:tllng an unforgottahle emotlorul.l 
bond botwcen thems~lve6 and the 
aud loncc. Tbe audience is brought. 
into the ir s ub tle and sensitive world 
of kuuw lng and caring o.boul thii:S 
woulO.Il u.nd her situac.i.o n . tn terf9f.lt.. lng­
ly, tho •nen in the play are exclude d 
f r om tbo tr insJAht. ~. Finally , a.s 
the wotnen di8cover n bird cage wt th 
a broken and manglod door. and then 
in Minnie Fostcr'R sewing basket, a 
dead cnnnry wi th Jl.a neck broken, 
th~ moL I ve for murder beCc)ffie~; .;leur. 
As the men return to t he k i tche L\ to 
co.ll cct. t h e women, Mrr... Hale and Mrti. 
Peters hido the bl1·d. Winn ie Pos ter 
Wright. becomes, not 11 murdere r, but. 
a poroon who heu; had the life and 
song crushed out ur he r by a cold, 
hard, q ui e t o.od insensit ive existence 
j ust a.r.t t.ho ttny c unary has. 

Su s nn Glaspell • s story "I\ Jury 
C)f llc r Poe r·s. ' ' and WPCC's dramati ­
zation u f it, is not. really abou t t.ht 
crln~ or murder at all. Rather. the 
story Ia about bow socleLy, 1n thi s 
case represen t ed ironically by two 
wom~n . must l earn to r~cognizo and 
value a f Aml n l ne porsnactive. 

VnuJ Wardzins k i 

CORRt;(:I'ION: In la"t montb'" article, 
"Woma n wins wage d iscrimination suit.'' 
wo sntd Mnry Dean T4ylor of Worgont.on 
had curru:d $1.200 l <':AA pe r year than 
a man with t ho same joh a.s hc 1·s. 
'l'u.ytor c.;ft rrcc t eU u o nnd ~aid It WlU!I. 

$J.. 000 I .,s;; per yea , .. 
-W~::e~u~n~K~r~N~~~~~r~ .. ~~=.~.s~.~u=.~~=a=.~.-o=p~I.~,~,~b=y~ 

OlTI c ews Quick Copie.• of HorflM[Otl 

Thanks fo1· this issue go to Dawn lln.'t'mon. 
N~ ncy lloin, ,Ja..nct lltH~ nl ck, C..:arol 
1'rivette , Gwen Ve a>:cy , f>nt t y MoffnLL . 
i\nne Jo·l~<.:her, Uelo,·I s ,Jo hnson . Pa ul 
Wardzini'SkJ , and OocJn Wood. 
Write tu us at V .O. l)()x 2512, Morganton. 
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