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SKILL DEVELOPMENT

All sets or cards in Reading Manipulatives products are different.
Once students are introduced to the skills and shown how to do the
activity, they work independently. The individualized materials can
be used for seatwork or stations. Students work on needed skills,
and teachers are freed for instruction.

This guide includes a brief summary of the skills that are
targeted by this product. For many skills, additional teaching aids
can be downloaded from the resource section of our web site
(www.readingmanipulatives.com).

ASSEMBLY & PACKAGING

Reading Manipulatives materials are commercially laminated but
must be cut and packaged prior to use. Preparation tips are given,
and coding of the sets is explained.

Store the student sets in zipper bags. Small food storage bags
from the grocery store can be used. Heavier 4 mil zipper bags can
be found online. Amazon often has 4 x 6 or 5 x 8 bags, which are
good sizes for the manipulatives.

STUDENT CHECKLISTS & RECORDKEEPING

Checklists for tracking the materials that have been completed are
important for recordkeeping. The last page of this guide is a master
for a student checklist that can be copied and cut.

Active involvement builds accountability. When feasible,
products have answer keys. Primary materials that necessitate
teacher checking do not take much time to look over. Additionally,
manipulatives encourage cooperative learning, and students
naturally assist one another as a need arises.

Reading Manipulatives, Inc. 1725 E. Mountain View Rd. Phoenix, AZ 85020 888-997-2448 877-997-7685 (F) www.readskill.com



SYLLABICATION

Syllabication, or the breaking down of words into each uninterrupted unit of spoken language, is often
taught in such a fragmented manner in materials that students are unable to pull all components together
into a viable word analysis strategy. Research indicates that readers generally use sounds to determine
syllable division. If this is the case, students must already know what the strategies are intended to teach.

Students who need to use syllabication to decode words must be taught syllabication rules
holistically. When they apply basic rules in steps, they begin to recognize patterns and break down
unknown words. Initially, the rules are applied to two-syllable words, as in this product.

Even those students who read words with ease in context generally improve spelling accuracy if
they become more cognizant of word structure and syllabication patterns.

ASSURE THAT STUDENTS HAVE PREREQUISITE PHONICS SKILLS

Students should possess certain prerequisite skills and concepts before being taught the syllabication
rules. Frequently, it is necessary to review short and long vowels, as well as prefixes/root words/suffixes,
before proceeding with syllabication. You will see why as you review the following foundation concepts.

» Each syllable must contain a sounded vowel. It can be a single vowel sound (i*deea) or used with
one or more consonant sounds (beegin).

* There are two kinds of syllables: open and closed. A closed syllable ends with a consonant and the
vowel is usually short (or a schwa). An open syllable ends with a vowel that is generally long
(cloever, eevent). The vowel may be a y pronounced as /e/ (funeny) or occasionally /i/ (myeself).

» Since the first rule deals with dividing between root words and affixes, students must be familiar
with prefixes, suffixes, and root words.

» Digraphs, or two consonants that make a single sound (ch, sh, th, wh, ng, nk, ng, ck, ...), cannot be
divided (buckele, notheing, casheier, busheel, fursther).

* In some cases, blends are not divided (seecret, miegrate, zesbra). Do not preteach since students
discover this when identifying open vs. closed syllables.

TEACH SYLLABICATION RULES & APPLY IN ORDER

1. PREFIX/ROOT/SUFFIX - Check the word for prefixes and suffixes. The first step is to divide
between affixes and the root word because this rule overrides the others.

2. VC/CV - Check for multiple consonants between vowels. Divide between consonants.

3. V/CV or VC/V - If the word has one consonant between vowels, decide whether the vowel
before the consonant is short or long. If vowel is long, divide after the vowel leaving an open
syllable. Otherwise, divide after the consonant leaving a closed syllable.

When words end in consonant +le, le and the preceding consonant form the second syllable.
Students must be alerted not to divide between the final consonant +le. These words can be fit into the
above categories, and the first syllable will be open or closed.

OPEN SYLLABLE - ta*ble isdle maple fasble bu-gle feeble

CLOSED SYLLABLE - ap*ple fizezle casstle sameple snif<fle  hursdle

EXTEND RULES TO LONGER WORDS

Words used in Syllable Sorts all contain only two syllables. However, once students learn the
patterns, the same rules are used to break down words of three or more syllables. Reading Manipulatives
product 320 Syllabication — Longer Words gives students practice with these. A resource list containing
multisyllabic words is included in this guide.



resource Lst 1 WO-SYLLABLE WORDS

P/R/S
Identify and remove affixes
acteor loud-er
arteist luckey
ask-ing misespell
bash-ful mis-take
besside morn+ing
big-ger noissy
blind+ness nonssense
bold-ly pack-age
book-let pain-less
boss-y part.ly
breath-less pay*ment
bump-y peace-ful
caresful plant-ed
climbring play-ful
clos-est presview
cloud-less quickely
comring rain<y
count:less real-ly
creamey re-fill
crysing respay
darksness resteful
deareest sad-ly
deeprer saltey
disscover sleep+y
dreameing slow-est
drop-per small-er
drownring softely
end-less sog-gy
exsport stop*ping
farmeer sub-way
fearful sweeter
forescast tall-est
fool«ish thank-ful
friend-ly thinksing
furery thirstey
grace-ful thought-ful
hand-y throw«ing
hard-en tracteor
hilley treatsment
hot-ter un-fair
imsprove vastely
itchey want-ed
joyeous warmeest
love-ly windey

VC/CV
Divide between consonants
af-ter hel-lo
ap+ple hel'met
arsrow hurery
athelete kitten
balloon lad-der
bas-ket let-ter
berery lettuce
blis-ter lobester
bot-tle lum-ber

bun<ny mat-tress
but-ter mon-key
but-ton mon-ster
cabrbage nap-kin
cansdle of+fice
can-dy pat-tern
carerot pen-cil
catetle pensny
channel picenic
circle picsture
cof-fee pis-tol
com*mon plas-tic
comepete plen-ty
con-test probelem
con-tract pup*py
cot-ton pump-kin
counccil pureple
curerent rab+bit
cusstom ribbon
den-tist scisesors
dizezy sen-tence
el-bow sig*nal
enjoy silely
fan-cy siseter
fifsteen socecer
fil-ter subsject
fol-low sumemer
for-bid tar-get
for-get thun<der
fran-tic tur-key
funeny whiseper
gen-tle winsdow
gos-sip winster
hamester wissdom
hap+pen woneder

VC/V
First syllable closed (short)
atrom mon-ey
bod-y nickeel
both-er nov-el
buck-et ol-ive
cabrin pantic
cameel ped-al
chap-el pet-al
chisel pitey
citey piveot
civeil plan-et
cleveer pres-ent
clinsic profeit
clos-et propeer
col'umn pun<ish
comeet quiveer
cop*y rad-ish
cred-it rap-id
criteic rebeel
dev-il relsic
dig-it relsish
drageon rigeid
finsish riveer
foreest robein
frag-ile sal-ad
graveel saveage
habrit schol-ar
hon-ey seveen
hon-or sher-iff
im+age shiveer
lem+on shov-el
leveel shriveel
lily stud-y
limeit timeid
linen topric
lizeard tragric
logeic trave-el
mageic tropric
man+age ven+om
med-al vigeor
men-u viseit
met-al viveid
mimeic volrume
min-ute wageon
mod-ern wid-ow

V/CV

First syllable open (long)

baby
bascon
ba-gel
bassic
be-gin
be*hind
carble
cesdar
ce*ment
clismate
closver
co*coa
cra~dle
de-cay
de*mand
desstroy
di-gest
dornate
dosnor
du-ty
easger
ea-sel
e-qual
esven
e-vil
fesver
fienal
flasvor
fo-cus
glo+bal
groecer
he*ro
ho-tel
ho-ly
husmor
i-dle
i'tem
lasbel
la-dy
le-gal
loscate
marjor
mi*nus
mo*ment

mo-tor
muesic
nastion
nostion
orbey
o+dor
o*pen
o-val
pasper
pho-to
piclot
posny
prestend
pri-vate
pu-pil
ra=dar
raszor
reasson
rescess
resgard
ressist
rival
rosbot
ro-tate
rusmor
sescret
sislent
sisren
sosda
so*lo
spisder
stuspid
susper
tasble
tiedy
ti.ger
to-tal
tusna
usnite
vascant
vaspor
vierus
warger
ze*ro



resoUrce LsT SYLLABICATION - LONGER WORDS

asgree'ment
a*maze*ment
abesorb-ing
aceceptra-ble
aceci~den-tal
ad-van-tage
ad-ven-tur-ous
agegrasvatting
agerieculsture
alscorholic
al-ter-a-tion
amebi-tion
an-ti-freeze
applisance
apsprospri-ate
arerange*ment
asssign*'ment
asssumpetion
bakeersy
besloveed
ben-e-fi«cial
boul-esvard
breath-less-ly
but-ter-fly
capri-tal-ize
capetiveisty
cateerspil-lar
cel-e+bra-tion
celslo*phane
chal+lengring
char-ac-ter-ize
circulastion
citsi*zen-ship
clumesi-est
coroprer-a-tion
col+lectri*ble
comefort-a<ble
comepe-tiction
comeplexion

comepli-cat-ed

comeporsistion
comeputeer
consclussion
con-ference
conrsersvastion
conesisstenscy
conestrucetion
conetin-u-al
conetineusous
con-trasdiction
conetraction
contribeute
con-vert-i-ble
cos*metrics
counesel-or
councter-feit
courste*ous
cransbereries
cresastiveisty
cuscumrber
cul-tievateed
cusstomeer
de-fisant:ly
desliveersy
de*mand-ing
de*mol-ish
desparting
de*pend-a+ble
dessir-able
desstrucstion
de-vel-op*ment
demeoscratric
di-agenossis
dif-fer-ence
dis*a*gree*ment
disscour-aged
dis-lo-cat-ed
dis*o*be-di-ent
displeas-ure

disresspect-ful

dis-trac-tion
dizezi*ness
doceurment
du-plisca-tion
eslecstri-fy
emebarerasssing
emrsbracting
emeploy-er
en-dur-ance
encer<gy
en+forcesment
entgage*ment
ensjoy*ment
esesen-tial
estab-lish
extag-gersate
exscellence
exscitesment
ex+plasnastion
fash-ion-asble
faveor-ite
fienan-cial
forsma-tion
forsmalsi-ty
fu-ner-al
fur<i-ous
gencer-astion
gen-usine
glameor-ous
goveern*ment
grascious-ly
graffieti
guar-an-tee
gymenassisum
helsi-cop-ter
hesitat-ed
hid-e*ous
husmid-i-ficer
husmid-i-ty

husmor-ous

hume*ming-bird
hy-dro-gen
hy-phen-a-tion
hys-ter-i-cal
imema-ture
imemac-u-late
imepartient-ly
imeproevis+ing
inscred-isble
in-cu-ba-tor
inede*pend-ent
inedi-vid-u-al
in+dif-ferent
insdustry
in-elei-gi*ble
in*exspen-sive
insfec-tion
in°no-cent
in-tel-li-gent
in-terscep-tion
in*troeduc-tion
inevissisble
joursnalsism
jourenal-ist
kin-der-gar-ten
laveen-der
loscation
masjoreisty
ma-ni-ac
maceasro*ni
mageneteic
me-disum
me-te+or
med-i-ca-tion
mel-o-dy
mem-bersship
mer-chan-dise
messsen-ger
misgrastion

missbe<haveior

mis-er-asble
monestrosi-ty
mos-qui-to
moth-er-hood
neceesssarsy
nu-tri-tious
nursersy
ob*nox-ious
ocecu-pant
op-tion-al
or-phan+age
ox+y*gen
partricoteic
pareticeu-lar
ped-es-tal
penciscil-lin
perssistence
persson-alsi-ty
pharsma-cy
posetery
poleistiscian
posssitble
preshistorsic
preseenta-tion
psyschi-artrist
prosporstion-al
pubslisca-tion
pumeper-nick-el
puncishement
qualsi-fisca-tion
ques-tion*naire
re-alsize
rescy-cle
reslastion+ship
resmem-ber
resplace*ment
ressent'ment
repeusta-tion
ressersva-tion

ressisden-tial

resquirement
scaveentger
scorspison
secerestarsy
semeiscirecle
semeiscoslon
sen+sa-tion-al
sigenasture
sigenifei-cant
slipspersy
sta-tionser-y
ster-e*o-type
stimeu-la-tion
susper-fi-cial
susperssonsic
subescripetion
substracstion
sucsceed+ing
sugegesstion
susepenssion
syl-la+ble
talk-a-tive
techenol-ogy
thersmome-e-ter
tra-di-tion-al
trans<formeer
trivei-al
ul-tra-vi-olet
unsconescious
unspop-uclar
unssus-pectsing
vegrestastion
vicosla-tion
vicoslentely
vig-or-ous-ly
vol-un-tareisly
whereeveer
wilsdersness
win-di-est

wonsdersful



PREPARING, MANAGING & USING MATERIALS

CUTTING & PACKAGING

A rotary trimmer is ideal for cutting laminated materials.
A paper cutter will suffice, but rotary trimmers are more
accurate and easier to use. If your school does not have one,
rotary trimmers can be purchased at art and office supply
stores or at discount warehouse clubs. Large copy centers
often have a rotary trimmer available for customer use.
Make the longest cuts on the trimmer. Scissors can be
used to cut apart the words on the strips and answer keys
once the 11-inch cuts are made. Sharp scissors expedite
preparation as long as cuts can be made with one motion.
Place the headers and words for each set in a zipper bag.
Answer keys will fit in the bags, or you can store them in
another location.

CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION

Select storage containers that hold and display the sets most efficiently. Those that offer high visibility
speed the selection process. Many types and sizes of plastic storage boxes are available. Look at standard
storage tubs, as well as containers for food or office supplies.

Since students will be choosing sets or cards not yet completed, classroom organization is important.
If using multiple sets of these individualized materials, it works best to spread them out in various
locations throughout the classroom. That way, students will not have to congregate in a single area.

CHECKLISTS & STUDENT ACCOUNTABILITY

Make copies of the checklist that follows. Every Reading Manipulatives product contains unique,
individualized activities. Students (or teachers) use the checklists to record work and to select sets or
cards that have not yet done. Since the manipulatives and cards are part of a comprehensive instructional
program, it is imperative to track completed materials.

Consider using student language arts folders as an
organizational tool. Checklists can be glued to the inside
folder, rather than leaving them loose. That way, they are
easy to get at and unlikely to be lost. Students will have
multiple checklists in their folders, one for each series of
manipulatives or skills cards that they are using. They can
also place any written work in their folders.

Each day the teacher can collect the folders containing
assignments and check over every student’s work.

WORKING THE SETS

Students place the header cards at the top. P/R/S should always go first since removing affixes overrides
the other rules. The second column should be VC/CV. In the last two columns, students place V/CV and
VC/V, deciding if the vowel between the consonants is open or closed. Next they sort the words into the
correct columns (9 words for each). When finished, they check their work with the answer keys.

If students are struggling, they may need review of phonics skills listed on the first page.
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