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SYNOPSIS

DISRUPTION tells the story of the greatest crisis mankind has ever faced and the movement rising to fight it by 
weaving together commentary from the most recognized voices analyzing climate, politics and society today with 
behind-the-scenes footage of the efforts to organize The People’s Climate March - the largest climate rally in history.

Featuring James Hansen, Naomi Oreskes, Van Jones, Bill McKibben, Chris Hayes, Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Naomi Klein, Rajendra Pachauri, Justin Gillis, among others - DISRUPTION makes plain the urgency of the present 
by laying bare the science behind the terrifying tipping points we are threatening to trigger, the failure of our politi-
cal process to prevent these catastrophes and the need for a popular movement to challenge these realities.

Drawing on insights into the power of popular movements to change the character of society from veteran organiz-
ers responsible for the most significant political demonstrations of the last half century, DISRUPTION documents 
the first steps of the fateful battle to bend the course of history.
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DIRECTORS STATEMENT

We could not imagine a more important story than the climate crisis and the movement fighting to meet it.
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CAST AND CREW

Van Jones
Naomi Oreskes

Ricken Patel
Chris Hayes

Keya Chatterjee
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse

Denis Hayes
George Marshall

James Hansen
Heidi Cullen
Bill McKibben
Naomi Klein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Justin Gillis
Leslie Cagan
Rajendra Pachauri

A PF PICTURES PRODUCTION
“DISRUPTION” 

A FILM BY KELLY NYKS AND JARED P. SCOTT

PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY
Kelly Nyks & Jared P. Scott

Additional Footage “HOME” by Yann Arthus-Bertrand © 2009 MY PLANET    ELZEVIR FILMS    Courtesy of Yann Arthus-Bertrand
Additional Footage courtesy of GreenPeace International

Additional Footage courtesy of Dahlman Cook © 2013

FEATURING

PRODUCTION COORDINATOR
Kayci Rothweiler

ADDITIONAL EDITING & 
POST-PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT

Hypatia Porter
ADDITIONAL CINEMATOGRAPHY

Mike McSweeney
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER

Zoe Couacaud

EDITING
 Natalia Lyudin

ORIGINAL MUSIC
Malcolm Francis

ART DIRECTION & ANIMATION
Eve Weinberg

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY
Tad Fettig

AUDIO MIX 
Ian Stynes

COLOR
Jordan Bramlett

ASSISTANT EDITING
Shaheen Nazerali

ADDITIONAL ANIMATION
Hala Alhomoud and Madeline Quinn

RESEARCH COORDINATOR
Andy DeLoach
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THE MOVIE & THE MOVEMENT

THE FILM

THE PREMIERE

THE MARCH

YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIAL JUSTICE FAITH

ADVOCACY COALITION

LABORENERGY HEALTHCARE INT’L/LOCAL POLICY CHANGE

SEPTEMBER 21ST

SEPTEMBER 7TH

THEATERS
HOME 

SCREENINGS
ONLINE WATCH

PARTIES VIEWERSHIP VIRALITYVIEWERSHIP VIRALITY

Seeding The Film In The Network
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Styleguide - AEP template 

197019651955 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2014

328 PPM  |  April 22,1970
First Earth Day – 20 million Americans 
take to the streets. 

320 PPM  |  Feb 08,1965
LBJ gives message to 
Congress on Climate 
Change and CO2 
emissions. 

339 PPM  |  June 20, 1979
Carter puts solar panels on White House Roof.

310 PPM  |  Oct 28, 1956   
First article in NY Times 
mentioning climate change.

315 PPM  |  March 1958
Charles Keeling begins 
measuring CO2 at Manua Loa.

 346 PPM  |  Aug 1986  
Reagan orders Solar panels o� White House Roof. 

353 PPM  |  June 23, 1988 
James Hansen testifies to Congress 
– for the first time the signal on 
climate change is now clearer than 
the noise. 

373 PPM  |  April 5, 2001  
Bush withdraws from Kyoto protocol.
US is no longer signatory to the treaty.

353 PPM  |  Nov 16th, 1990
President George H. W. 

Bush signs Global Change 
Research Act of 1990 into 
law requiring quadrennial 

National Climate Assessment.

364 PPM  |  December  11, 1997
Kyoto protocol establishes legally binding 

reductions in emissions of six “greenhouse 
gases.” US is signatory to the treaty.

381 PPM  |  Oct 12, 2007
IPCC wins Nobel Prize for 

4th assessment.

401 PPM  |  May 2014 
West Antarctic ice 
sheet collapse begins. 

401 PPM  |  May 10, 2014
Obama installs solar panels on 

White House roof.

May 9, 2014

May, 1986

According to scientists, 350 PPM is the level of CO2 
for our planet “on which civilization developed 
and to which life on earth is adapted.”

401 PPM | Sept 21, 2014
Climate March

20mm
203mm

= 1 in 10 Americans
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CO2 PPM Passes 350 PPM

CO2 PPM Passes 400 PPM

HISTORY OF CLIMATE CHANGE
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CAST

Denis Hayes served as national 
coordinator for the first Earth 
Day in 1970 which saw over 
20 million citizens (1 in 10 
Americans) take to the streets 
to demand a sustainable 
environment in the largest 
political rally in American history. 
He directed the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory 
in the Carter Administration and 
served as chair of the Energy 
Foundation and the American 
Solar Energy Society. 

Leslie Cagan’s renowned career 
in activism began with the anti-
war movement in the 1960s 
and has covered organized 
campaigns across a broad range 
of social issues including racial 
equality, gay rights, women’s 
liberation and abortion rights. 
She organized the 1982 Nuclear 
Freeze Protest where one million 
people demonstrated in New 
York City’s Central Park against 
nuclear weapons. She is the 
former national coordinator of 
United for Peace and Justice and 
former chair of Pacifica Radio.

Senator Sheldon Whitehouse 
(RI-D), elected in 2006, is co-
chair and co-founder of both the 
Bicameral Task Force on Climate 
Change and the bipartisan 
Senate Oceans Caucus. His ‘Time 
to Wake Up” speech is given 
weekly to promote urgent action 
in addressing the climate crisis.

Dr. Heidi Cullen serves as the 
chief climatologist for Climate 
Central - a non-profit journalism 
organization. A member of the 
American Geophysical Union, the 
American Meteorological Society, 
the Society of Environmental 
Journalists and the NOAA 
Science Advisory Board, she is 
a visiting lecturer at Princeton 
University and a senior research 
fellow at Wharton. Dr. Cullen 
served as The Weather Channel’s 
first on-air climate expert. 

Naomi Oreskes, professor of 
the History of Science at Harvard 
University, is an internationally 
renowned historian of science and 
author. Her opinion pieces have 
appeared in The Washington 
Post, The Los Angeles Times, The 
Times (London), Nature, 
Science, The New Statesman, 
Frankfurter Allgemeine and 
elsewhere. She is the author of 
numerous titles including The 
Collapse of Western Civilization: 
A View from the Future and 
Merchants of Doubt, How a 
Handful of Scientists Obscured 
the Truth on Issues from Tobacco 
to Global Warming. 

Naomi Klein, an award-winning 
journalist and syndicated columnist, 
is author of the bestselling titles 
The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of 
Disaster Capitalism and No Logo: 
Taking Aim at the Brand Bullies. A 
member of the board of directors 
for 350.org, her writing has 
appeared in The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, Newsweek, 
The Los Angeles Times, The 
Globe and Mail, El Pais, L’Espresso, 
The New Statesman, and elsewhere.

Van Jones, CNN’s Cross-Fire 
host, is a globally recognized, 
award-winning pioneer in human 
rights and a clean energy 
economy. Author of The Green 
Collar Economy and Rebuild 
The Dream, Jones served 
as the green jobs advisor in the 
Obama Administration. He is 
a distinguished visiting fellow 
in the Program in Science, 
Technology and Environmental 
Policy at Princeton.

Ricken Patel is co-founder and 
executive director of Avaaz.
org, the largest global political 
web movement in history 
with nearly 40 million members 
across the globe. Ricken was 
voted “Ultimate Gamechanger 
in Politics” in 2009 by The 
Huffington Post and was named 
a Young Global Leader by the 
Davos World Economic Forum. He 
has worked for the International 
Crisis Group, the Rockefeller 
Foundation, the International Center 
for Transitional Justice and was 
the founding Executive Director 
of ResPublica. 

Chris Hayes hosts “All In with 
Chris Hayes” on MSNBC. His 
essays, articles and reviews have 
appeared in The New York Times 
Magazine, Time, The Nation, The 
American Prospect, The New 
Republic, The Washington 
Monthly, the Guardian, and The 
Chicago Reader. His first 
book, Twilight of the Elites: 
America After Meritocracy, was 
published in June 2012. 

Rajendra Pachauri serves as 
chairman of the IPCC, the panel 
on whose behalf he accepted the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2007, and 
director general of The Energy 
and Resources Institute. Dr. Pachauri 
was the founding director of 
the Yale University Climate and 
Energy Institute. He has been 
awarded the “Padma Vibhushan,” 
India’s second-highest civilian 
honor, for his services in the field 
of science and engineering.
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CAST (CON’T)

Keya Chatterjee is a senior 
director for Renewable Energy 
and Footprint Outreach at 
the World Wildlife Fund. Her 
commentary on climate change 
policy and sustainability issues 
has been quoted in media 
outlets nationwide, including 
USA Today, The New York Times, 
Fox News, The Associated 
Press, The Washington Post, 
and NBC Nightly News. She 
has also served as a climate 
change specialist at the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and 
worked at the NASA Earth 
Science Enterprise. 

Bill McKibben is an author and 
environmentalist. A founder 
of 350.org, his 1989 book The 
End of Nature is regarded as the 
first book for a general audience 
about climate change and has 
been published in 24 languages. 
The Schumann Distinguished 
Scholar in Environmental Studies 
at Middlebury College and a 
fellow of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, he was the 
2013 winner of the Gandhi Prize 
and the Thomas Merton 
Prize. Foreign Policy named him 
to their inaugural list of the 
world’s 100 most important 
global thinkers.

John D. Sterman is the Jay W. 
Forrester Professor in Computer 
Science and the Director of the 
System Dynamics Group at the 
MIT Sloan School of Management. 
He has pioneered the develop-
ment of “management flight 
simulators” of corporate and 
economic systems, which are 
now used by corporations, 
universities and governments 
around the world. 

Dr. James Hansen, formerly 
director of the NASA Goddard 
Institute for Space Studies, is 
adjunct professor at Columbia 
University’s Earth Institute, 
where he directs a program in 
Climate Science, Awareness 
and Solutions. Dr. Hansen is 
best known for his testimony 
on climate change in the 1980s 
that helped raise awareness of 
global warming. He is a member 
of the U.S. National Academy 
of Sciences and has received 
numerous awards including the 
Sophie and Blue Planet Prizes. 

George Marshall is one of the 
leading European experts in 
climate change communications. 
The founder of the UK’s Climate 
Outreach and Information 
Network draws, he has over 25 
years in the environmental 
movement, including senior 
positions for Greenpeace US 
and the Rainforest Foundation. 

Justin Gillis covers environmental 
science with a special focus on 
climate change for The New York 
Times. A former Knight Science 
Journalism fellow, he was 
honored with the John B. Oakes 
award for Distinguished 
Environmental Journalism for his 
ten-part series titled “Temperature 
Rising,” which examined the 
fundamental tenets of manmade 
climate change. 

Senator Barbara Boxer (CA-D) 
is the first woman in US history 
to chair the Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee. 
She also chairs the Senate 
Committee on Ethics, making 
her the only Senator to 
preside over two committees 
simultaneously. She has received 
numerous awards for her 
environmental work. 

Yeb Saňo, climate change 
commissioner for the Philippines, 
advocates for an urgent 
international response to save 
island states from the effects of 
global warming. Prior to his 
appointment as the climate 
change commissioner, Sano was 
the head of the Climate and 
Energy Program of the World 
Wildlife Fund Philippines. 
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Their films have served as the cornerstones of outreach & educational initiatives in partnership with  
organizations including Solve for X, Rock the Vote, The National Council for the Social Studies, mtvU 
and the National Association of Secondary School Principals.

 The US State Department Public Speakers Program, the John Adams Institute and The JFK Institute 
have programmed screening campaigns incorporating SPLIT: A DIVIDED AMERICA and SPLIT: A DEEP-
ER DIVIDE which foster dialogue about democracy in cities around the world including Beijing, Berlin, 
Madrid, Istanbul, Amsterdam, Taipei, Ankara, Bern, Barcelona, Munich, Paris and Valencia, among oth-
ers.

Projects currently in production include REQUIEM FOR THE AMERICAN DREAM - an unflinching look 
at America’s staggering concentration of wealth through the eyes of Noam Chomsky – and the short-
form series LUMINARIES in partnership with the New York Times exploring vanguard visionaries seek-
ing to change the world through innovation.

FILMMAKER BIOS

INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTS
Germany (ZDF) 
Japan (NHK) 
Austria (ORF) 
Spain (MultiCanal) 
Finland (YLE) 
Israel (Channel 8) 
Taiwan (PTS) 
The Netherlands (EO) 
Denmark (DRK)

DOMESTIC BROADCASTS
IFC 
The Documentary Channel 
PBS 
Al-Jazeera America 

FESTIVALS
Sundance 
Tribeca 
Mumbai 
SXSW
Sarasota
 
Best Documentary and Audience 
Favorite Awards – Connecticut FF, 
First Take FF, Riverside Int’l Film 
Festival, IMDB Awards,  
Moving Pictures Awards  
and Hulu Awards 

PF Pictures endeavors to use film as a tool for social action - platforms to 
discuss the most important issues of the day.

Thinking Beyond Big
Luminaries

An award-winning directing and producing team, Kelly and Jared have worked across Europe, Asia and 
the Americas. Titles include:
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Without Struggle, There Is No Progress.

 - Frederick Douglass


