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Alphabet
Twenty-Three Consonants

Letter Name Pronunciation Transliteration

א Alef (silent) <
ב Bet b as in boy b
ג Gimel g as in God g
ד Dalet d as in day d
ה He h as in hay h
ו Waw w as in way w
ז Zayin z as in Zion z
ח Óet ch as in Bach ˙
ט Tet t as in toy †
י Yod y as in yes y
כ Kaf k as in king k
ל Lamed l as in lion l
מ Mem m as in mother m
נ Nun n as in now n
ס Samek s as in sin s
ע Ayin (silent) >
פ Pe p as in pastor p
צ Tsade ts as in boots ß
ק Qof k as in king q
ר Resh r as in run r
שׂ Sin s as in sin ∞
שׁ Shin sh as in ship ¡

BBH 1.1  1

ת Taw t as in toy t

11



Alphabet
Written from Right to Left

Hebrew is written from right to left,
not left to right as in English

רשׂשׁת צק פ ע ס נ למ כ י ט ח ז ו ה ד ג ב א

BBH 1.3 2



Alphabet
Five Final Forms

Five Hebrew letters have “final” forms. When one of these
letters occurs at the end of a word, it is written differently
than when it appears at the beginning or in the middle of
a word. The changing of a letter’s form does not change its
pronunciation or transliteration.

Regular Final Example Transliteration Translation
Form Form

כ ך דרך drk road, way

מ ם עם >m nation, people

נ ן זקן zqn old man, elder

פ ף כסף ksp money, silver

צ ץ ארץ <rß earth, land

BBH 1.4  3
12



Alphabet
Six Begadkephat Consonants

Six consonants have two possible pronunciations and are
known as begadkephat consonants. To distinguish between
the two pronunciations, a dot called Daghesh Lene is
inserted into the consonant. The presence of Daghesh Lene
indicates a “hard” pronunciation and its absence denotes a
“soft” pronunciation.

Begadkephat Pronunciation Transliteration
Letter

בּ b as in boy b
ב v as in vine ∫

ּ ג g as in God g
ג gh as in aghast ©

דּ d as in day d
ד dh as in the ƒ

כּ k as in king k
כ ch as in Bach ¬

פּ p as in pastor p
פ ph as in alphabet º

תּ t as in toy t

BBH 1.5  4

ת th as in thin ®

13



Alphabet
Four Guttural Consonants and ר

Four Hebrew letters are called gutturals.
They are called gutturals because they are

pronounced in the back of the throat.

ר and sometimes ע ,ח ,ה ,א

BBH 1.6 5



Alphabet
Easily Confused Letters

Hebrew consonants that look similar

1. ב (Bet) כ (Kaf)

2. ג (Gimel) נ (Nun)

3. ה (He) ח (Óet) ת (Taw)

4. שׂ (Sin) שׁ (Shin)

5. ם (final Mem) ס (Samek)

6. ד (Dalet) ר (Resh)

7. צ (Tsade) ע (Ayin)

8. ו (Waw) ז (Zayin)

9. ו (Waw) ן (final Nun)

10. ך (final Kaf) ן (final Nun)

Hebrew consonants that sound alike

1. ט (Tet) תּ (Taw with Daghesh Lene)

2. ק (Qof) כּ (Kaf with Daghesh Lene)

3. ס (Samek) שׂ  (Sin)

BBH 1.7 6



Alphabet
Modern Pronunciation

The pronunciation of modern or Israeli Hebrew differs in
a number of ways from what is considered to be the
traditional or ancient pronunciation. Though many

differences could be observed, the most notable
involve the pronunciation of ת ,ד ,ג and ו

Traditional Modern
Consonant Pronunciation Pronunciation

ג gh as in aghast g as in God

ד dh as in the d as in day

ת th as in thin t as in toy

ו w as in way v as in vine

BBH 1.12 7



Vowels
Consonants with Vowels

Deuteronomy 6:5

consonantal text with no vowel pointing

ואהבת את יהוה אלהיך בכל לבבך

בךְ בָ הוָה אלֱהֹיֶך בכְּלָ לְ בתְָּ אתֵ יְ אהַָ וְ

consonantal text with vowel pointing

BBH 2.1 8

ָ ָ



Vowels
Vowel Chart 1

(Changeable) Long Vowels

Vowel Name Pronunciation Transliteration

a-type בָּ Qamets a as in father å

e-type בֵּ Tsere e as in they ∑

o-type בֹּ Holem o as in role ø

BBH 2.3 9



Vowels
Vowel Chart 2

Short Vowels

Vowel Name Pronunciation Transliteration

a-type בַּ Pathach a as in bat a

e-type בֶּ Seghol e as in better e

i-type בִּ Hireq i as in bitter i

o-type בָּ Qamets Hatuf o as in bottle o

u-type בֻּ Qibbuts u as in ruler u

BBH 2.4 10



Vowels
Vowel Chart 3

Reduced (Hateph) Vowels

Vowel Name Pronunciation Transliteration

a-type בֲּ Hateph Pathach a as in amuse á

e-type בֱּ Hateph Seghol e as in metallic é

o-type בֳּ Hateph Qamets o as in commit ó

BBH 2.5 11



Vowels
Summary Vowel Chart: Long, Short, Reduced

a e i o u

Long בָּ בֵּ בֹּ
Qamets Tsere Holem

Short בַּ בֶּ בִּ בָּ בֻּ
Pathach Seghol Hireq Qamets Qibbuts

Hatuf

Reduced בֲּ בֱּ בֳּ
Hateph Hateph Hateph
Pathach Seghol Qamets

BBH 2.6 12
14



Vowels
Hebrew Vowel Letters 1

Vowel Letters Written with He

Vowel Name Pronunciation Transliteration

a-type בָּה Qamets He a as in father â

e-type בֵּה Tsere He e as in they ê

בֶּה Seghol He e as in better ê

o-type בֹּה Holem He o as in role ô

Vowel letters written with ה
are used only at the end of a word,

as in תּוֹרָה (law) and ֶה .(he will build) יִבְנ

BBH 2.8.1 13



Vowels
Hebrew Vowel Letters 2

Vowel Letters Written with Waw

Vowel Name Pronunciation Transliteration

o-type בּוֹ Holem Waw o as in role ô

u-type בּוּ Shureq u as in ruler û

These vowels are often referred to as
unchangeable long vowels

because they do not

BBH 2.8.2 14

reduce or change.



Vowels
Hebrew Vowel Letters 3

Vowel Letters Written with Yod

Vowel Name Pronunciation Transliteration

e-type בֵּי Tsere Yod e as in they ê

בֶּי Seghol Yod e as in better ê

i-type בִּי Hireq Yod i as in machine ª

These vowels are often referred to as
unchangeable long vowels

because they do not

BBH 2.8.3 15

reduce or change.



Vowels
Summary Vowel Chart: Vowel Letters

a e i o u

Withה בּהָ בּהֵ/בּהֶ בֹּה
Qamets Seghol He/ Holem

He Tsere He He

With ו בּוֹ בּוּ
Holem Shureq
Waw

With י בֵּי/בּיֶ בִּי
Seghol Yod/ Hireq

Tsere Yod Yod

BBH 2.9 16



Vowels
Defective Writing

Full Defective
Writing Writing

בּוֹ ➣ בֹּ Holem Waw to Holem

שׁוֹפָר ➣ שׁפָֹר ram’s horn

בּוּ ➣ בֻּ Shureq to Qibbuts

מַדּוּעַ ➣ מַדּעַֻ why?

בִּי ➣ בִּ Hireq Yod to Hireq

דָּוִיד ➣ דָּודִ David

BBH 2.10 17



Vowels
Shewa

בְּ
This symbol is called Shewa.

It is not listed in the vowel charts because it is not like
any other vowel. The Shewa does not belong to any vowel

class (a, e, i, o, u) nor does it belong to any vowel type
(long, short, reduced). There are two types of Shewa in

Hebrew: Silent Shewa and Vocal Shewa.

BBH 2.11 18



Vowels
Daghesh Forte

בּ
The dot in the ב above is called Daghesh Forte.

It looks exactly like the Daghesh Lene but it is used to
double the consonant in which it occurs. For example, the
Hebrew word הַשָּׁמַיִם (the heavens) has a Daghesh Forte in
the Shin (ּׁש). It is rendered, therefore, as two Shins (ׁשׁש),

ha¡¡åmayim. The Daghesh Forte may occur in any
consonant except the gutturals (ע ,ח ,ה ,א) or ר.

BBH 2.13 19



Vowels
Guttural Consonants and ר

Four Hebrew letters are called gutturals.
They are called gutturals because they are

pronounced in the back of the throat.

ר and sometimes ע ,ח ,ה ,א

Guttural Preferences

1. Gutturals and ר cannot take Daghesh Forte.

2. Gutturals cannot take Vocal Shewa, but may take
reduced (Hateph) vowels. The consonant ר can take
Vocal Shewa. Reduced vowels are always vocal; they
are never silent.

BBH 2.13 20

3. Gutturals prefer a-class vowels.



Syllabification
Two Basic Rules

1. Every syllable must begin with one consonant and have only
one vowel. The following example has two syllables,
each beginning with a consonant and each having only
one vowel.

דָּבָר ➣ דָּ|בָר då-∫år

2. There are only two types of syllables: open and closed. Open
syllables end with a vowel and closed syllables end
with a consonant. In the above example, the syllable ָּד
(då) is open because it ends in a vowel and the syllable
.is closed because it ends in a consonant (år∫) בָר

בָר|דָּ

BBH 3.2 21

Closed
Syllable

Open
Syllable

16



Syllabification
Hebrew Word Accent

Most Hebrew words are accented or stressed
on the last syllable as in the following example.

דּבָָר

Some Hebrew words are not accented on the last syllable.
With these words, the accented syllable is indicated by an

accent mark over the stressed syllable as
in the following example.

סֵ.פֶר

BBH 3.3 22



Syllabification
Syllable Classification

Syllables may be classified with reference to
the placement of the accent.

|בָ|רִים דְּ

Syllables may also be classified without
reference to the accent.

BBH 3.4  23

|בָ|רִים דְּ

ultima penultima antepenultima

tonic pretonic propretonic



Syllabification
Daghesh Forte and Daghesh Lene in a

Begadkephat Consonant

A Daghesh Lene can occur only in a begadkephat
consonant. A Daghesh Forte can occur in any consonant

except the gutturals or ר. This means that begadkephat
letters can take either a Daghesh Forte or a Daghesh Lene.

How can you tell which Daghesh is being used in a
begadkephat letter?

1. The Daghesh in a begadkephat is a Forte if preceded by a

vowel (תּ ,אַתָּה preceded by the vowel Pathach).

2. The Daghesh in a begadkephat is a Lene if preceded by a

consonant (כּ ,מַלְכָּה preceded by ל with Silent Shewa).

You will learn how to distinguish between Vocal and

Silent Shewa in the next chart.

3. A begadkephat letter at the beginning of a word

normally takes a Daghesh Lene unless the previous

word ends in a vowel (דּ ,דָּבָר with Daghesh Lene

begins the word).

BBH 3.5 24



Syllabification
Recognizing Silent Shewa: Three Rules

A Shewa is silent when immediately preceded by a short vowel.
Another way of stating this rule is that Silent Shewa will always

come at the end of a closed syllable.

1. A Shewa is silent when immediately preceded by a short
vowel.

פַּרְעֹה
(par->ô)

2. The first of two contiguous (side-by-side) Shewas within
a word is silent (and the second is vocal).

מִשׁפְְּטֵי
(mi¡-pe-†ê)

3. A Shewa at the end of a word is silent.

כָּתַ.בְתְּ
(kå-®a∫t)

BBH 3.6.1 25



Syllabification
Recognizing Vocal Shewa: Four Rules

1. Initial Shewa is always vocal.

בּרְָכָה
(be-rå-¬â)

2. The second of two contiguous (side-by-side) Shewas
within a word is vocal.

מִשְׁפּטְֵי
(mi¡-pe-†ê)

3. A Shewa under any consonant with Daghesh Forte is
vocal.

הַמּלְָכִים
(ham-me-lå-¬ªm)

4. A Shewa after a long vowel is normally vocal.

כֹּתבְִים
(kø-®e-∫ªm)

BBH 3.6.2 26



Syllabification
Qamets and Qamets Hatuf

Qamets and Qamets Hatuf look exactly alike.
How do you tell the difference?

1. Qamets Hatuf (short o) occurs only in a closed and
unaccented syllable.

חכְָמָה
(̇ o¬-mâ)

2. Qamets (changeable long å) prefers an open, pretonic
syllable or a closed, accented syllable.

דָּברָ
(då-∫år)

3. A Metheg may be used to identify the Qamets. It is a
small vertical line that is placed to the left of the vowel.

בּ>תִּים
(båt-tªm)
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Syllabification
Furtive Pathach

When a word ends in ח or ע, a Pathach may appear
beneath either consonant and it must be pronounced and
transliterated before the guttural. This special use of the

Pathach is called Furtive Pathach. Furtive Pathach is not
considered to be a full vowel nor is it counted in

syllabification.

בֹּרֵחַ bør∑a˙ ➣ בֹּ|רֵחַ bø-r∑a˙

נֹטֵעַ nø†∑a> ➣ נֹ|טֵעַ nø-†∑a>

רָקִיעַ råqªa> ➣ רָ|קִיעַ rå-qªa>

רוּחַ rûa˙ ➣ רוּחַ rûa˙ (monosyllabic)
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Syllabification
Quiescent Alef

When א occurs without a vowel, it is quiescent.
When the א is quiescent, it is not considered to be a

consonant with reference to the rules of syllabification but
it is still an essential part of the spelling.
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Syllabification
Hebrew Diphthong

Diphthong is a grammatical term used to identify sounds
normally distinct but now functioning as a single unit. The
most common Hebrew diphthong is ִי Syllables that .(ayi)בַ.

contain this diphthong are considered to be closed.

שָׁמַ.יִם ¡åmayim ➣ יםִ שָׁ|מַ. ¡å-mayim

בּ.ַיִת bayi® ➣ ַיתִ בּ. bayi® (monosyllabic)
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Syllabification
Vowels and Syllable Preference

A vowel’s preference for a particular type of syllable is
determined by two primary factors: (1) the type of

syllable (open or closed) and (2) the proximity
of the syllable to the accent.

Short vowels prefer closed, unaccented syllables or open,
accented syllables.

עֶ.|בֶד short vowel in a closed, unaccented syllable (בֶד)

עֶ.|בֶד short vowel in an open, accented syllable (.ֶע)

Long vowels prefer closed, accented syllables or open, pretonic
syllables.

|בָר דָּ long vowel in a closed, accented syllable (בָר)

|בָר דָּ long vowel in an open, pretonic syllable (ָּד)

Vocal Shewa and reduced vowels prefer open, propretonic
syllables. Normally, reduced vowels appear with guttural
consonants.

|רִים |בָ דְּ Vocal Shewa in an open, propretonic syllable (ְּד)

|הִים ֹ ל אֱ| reduced vowel in an open, propretonic syllable (ֱא)
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Syllabification
Guttural Consonants and ר

Four Hebrew letters are called gutturals.
They are called gutturals because they are

pronounced in the back of the throat.

ר and sometimes ע ,ח ,ה ,א

Guttural Preferences

1. Gutturals and ר cannot take Daghesh Forte.

2. Gutturals cannot take Vocal Shewa, but may take
reduced (Hateph) vowels. The consonant ר can take
Vocal Shewa. Reduced vowels are always vocal; they
are never silent.
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Nouns
Introduction

With regard to gender, Hebrew
nouns are either masculine or

feminine, though a few nouns are
both masculine and feminine.

With regard to a noun’s number, it
may be either singular, indicating

one; plural, indicating more than one;
or dual, indicating only two.
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Nouns
Inflectional Endings

Endings on Masculine and Feminine Nouns

Masculine Feminine

Singular סוּס horse תּוֹרָה law

Plural סוּסִים horses תּוֹרוֹת laws

Dual סוּסַ.יִם two horses תּוֹרָתַ.יִם two laws

Summary of Noun Endings

Masculine Feminine

Singular endingless וּת/בִית/בֶת/בַת/בָה
Plural בִים וֹת
Dual בַ.יִם יִם/רָתַ.יִם בַ.
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Nouns
Examples of Singular, Plural, and Dual Nouns

Masculine Masculine Feminine Feminine Masc/Fem
Singular Plural Singular Plural Dual

(ms) (mp) (fs) (fp) (md/fd)

סוּס סוּסִים מַלְכָּה מְלָכוֹת יוֹמַ.יִם

מֶ.לֶךְ מְלָכיִם תּוֹרָה תּוֹרוֹת תּוֹרָתַ.יִם

דָּבָר דְּבָרִים חוֹמָה חוֹמוֹת רַגְל.ַיִם

יֶ<לֶד יְלָדִים בַּת בָּנוֹת יָדַ.יִם

יוֹם יָמִים שֶׁת קֶ. קְשָׁתוֹת עֵינַ<יִם
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Nouns
Lexical Form

When looking up a noun in the
lexicon, you must search for its

lexical form. The lexical form for any

noun is the singular form.

For example, the lexical form of סוּסִים
(mp) is סוּס, the masculine singular
form. Likewise, the lexical form of

the feminine ,תּוֹרָה is (fp) תּוֹרוֹת
singular form.
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Nouns
Endingless Feminine Nouns

All masculine singular nouns are endingless but not all
endingless nouns are masculine singular. In a number of instances,

feminine singular nouns are also endingless. The 10 most
common endingless feminine singular nouns in the

Hebrew Bible are listed below.

א.ֶרֶץ land, earth, ground (2,505)

יָד      hand (1,627)

עִיר       city, town (1,088)

נֶ<פֶשׁ       soul, life, person (757)

חֶ.רֶב       sword (413)

א.בֶֶן       stone (276)

רֶ.גֶל       foot (251)

אֵם       mother (220)

כַּף       hand, palm, sole of the foot (195)
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Nouns
Exceptions to Normal Pluralization

In the process of pluralizing nouns, some singular nouns of one
gender take the plural ending of the other gender. Note, however,

that masculine nouns with feminine plural endings are still
masculine in gender and feminine nouns with masculine

plural endings are still feminine in gender.

אָב (ms) father ➣ אָבוֹת (mp) fathers

שֵׁם (ms) name ➣ שֵׁמוֹת (mp) names

שָׁנָה (fs) year ➣ שָׁנִים (fp) years

אִשָּׁה (fs) woman ➣ נָשִׁים (fp) women
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Nouns
Special Dual Nouns

There are three Hebrew words that are always
dual in form but normally singular in translation.

שָׁמַ.יִם
heaven, heavens

מִצְרַ.יִם
Egypt

מַ.יִם
water
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Nouns
Irregular Stem Change

Some Hebrew nouns alter their
(consonantal) stem when the

plural endings are added.

Singular Plural

יוֹם day ➣ יָמִים days

אִישׁ man ➣ אֲנָשִׁים men

אִשָּׁה woman ➣ נָשִׁים women
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Nouns
Defective Spelling of וֹת

The feminine plural ending וֹת may be spelled ֹת (with Holem
rather than Holem Waw). The spelling with Holem represents

defective writing of the Holem Waw.

Singular Plural

עֵדָה congregation ➣ עֵדֹת or עֵדוֹת
מִשְׁפָּחָה family ➣ מִשְׁפָּחֹת or מִשְׁפָּחוֹת

חֻקָּה statute ➣ חֻקֹּת or חֻקּוֹת
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Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: No Change

Some nouns are pluralized simply with the addition of the
masculine or feminine plural ending. Nouns of this type
may be monosyllabic with an unchangeable long vowel.
They may also be composed of two syllables with Shewa
or Hateph Pathach in the first syllable and an unchangeable
long vowel in the second syllable.

שִׁיר song ➣ שִׁירִים songs

אוֹת sign ➣ אוֹתוֹת signs

חֲלוֹם dream ➣ חֲלוֹמוֹת dreams

רְחוֹב street ➣ רְחוֹבוֹת streets
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Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: Propretonic Reduction

Two-syllable nouns accented on the final syllable and having
either Qamets or Tsere in the first or pretonic syllable
experience what is called “propretonic reduction” with the
addition of the plural ending. With the addition of the
plural ending, the Qamets or Tsere is placed in an open,
propretonic syllable. In an open, propretonic syllable, the
Qamets or Tsere will reduce to Shewa. This is called
propretonic reduction.

דָּבָר word ➣ דּבְָרִים words

לֵבָב heart ➣ לבְָבוֹת hearts

עָנָן cloud ➣ ענֲָנִים clouds

חָצֵר courtyard ➣ חצֲֵרוֹת courtyards
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Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: Segholate Nouns

Two-syllable nouns accented on the first syllable (penultima)
are classified as “Segholate” nouns. They are called
Segholate nouns because they frequently have two
Seghol vowels as in ְֶמ.ֶלך (king). Other vowel patterns also
appear in this class, usually with at least one Seghol as in
ֵפרֶ Even though .(seed) ז<ֶרַע and (morning) בּ.ֹקֶר ,(book) ס.
not spelled with a Seghol, the nouns בּ.ַעַל (lord) and נַ<עַר
(young man) are also Segholate nouns because they are
accented on the first syllable. While the vowel pattern of
Segholate nouns will vary in the singular, they will always
have the same vowel pattern in the plural.

מ.ֶלֶךְ king ➣ מלְכִָים kings

ס.ֵפֶר book ➣ ספְרִָים books

נֶ<פֶשׁ life ➣ נפְָשׁוֹת lives

ח.ֶרֶב sword ➣ חרֲָבוֹת swords
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Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: Geminate Nouns

Most Geminate nouns have only two consonants in the
singular as in עַם (people), though originally they had three
consonants. For example, the Hebrew word for “people”
When Geminate nouns .עמם was originally spelled (עַם)
of this type are pluralized, the consonant that originally
appeared twice will now be written once with Daghesh
Forte. The Daghesh Forte represents the “lost” Geminate
consonant.

עַם people ➣ עַמִּים peoples

חֹק statute ➣ חֻקיִּם statutes

חֵץ arrow ➣ חִציִּם arrows
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Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: Irregular Pluralization

A number of nouns are irregular and unpredictable
in their pluralization. Below are some of the

most common examples.

בֵּן son ➣ בָּנִים sons

אִישׁ man ➣ אֲנשִָׁים men

אִשָּׁה woman ➣ נָשִׁים women

עִיר city ➣ עָרִים cities

אָב father ➣ אָבוֹת fathers

בַּ.יִת house ➣ בּ,תִּים houses

בַּת daughter ➣ בָּנוֹת daughters

יוֹם day ➣ יָמִים days
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Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: Summary

1. Pluralization with No Change

שִׁיר song ➣ שִׁירִים songs

חֲלוֹם dream ➣ חֲלוֹמוֹת dreams

2. Pluralization with Propretonic Reduction

דָּבָר word ➣ דּבְָרִים words

עָנָן cloud ➣ ענֲָנִים clouds

3. Pluralization of Segholate Nouns

מ.ֶלֶךְ king ➣ מְלכִָים kings

ס.ֵפֶר book ➣ ספְרִָים books

4. Pluralization of Geminate Nouns

עַם people ➣ עַמּיִם peoples

חֹק statute ➣ חֻקיִּם statutes

5. Irregular Pluralization

בֵּן son ➣ בָּנִים sons
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Nouns
Advanced Information: Rules of Shewa

Rule 1
Hebrew will not allow two contiguous (side-by-side)
Vocal Shewas at the beginning of a word. In such a
circumstance, the first Vocal Shewa becomes Hireq.

לִנבְִיאִים      ➣       לְנבְִיאִים

Rule 2
A Vocal Shewa cannot precede a guttural consonant with

a reduced (Hateph) vowel. In such a circumstance, the
first syllable takes the corresponding short vowel of the

reduced vowel.
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Definite Article
Introduction

1. The Definite Article

Basic Form הַבּ
Translation “the”

2. The Conjunction Waw

Basic Form וְ    
Translation “and”
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Definite Article
Basic Form

In Hebrew, a noun is made definite
by prefixing the definite article, which consists of ַה plus a

Daghesh Forte in the first consonant of the noun.

הַמֶּ.לֶךְ = הַבּ + מ.ֶלֶךְ

Definite Article

לֶךְ הַמֶּ.
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Definite Article
With Begadkephat Consonants

When adding the definite article to words
beginning with a begadkephat consonant with Daghesh

Lene, the Daghesh Lene is replaced by a Daghesh Forte.

Indefinite Noun Definite Noun

בַּ.יִת a house ➣ הַבּ.ַיִת the house

דּ.ֶרֶךְ a road ➣ דּ.ֶרֶךְ הַ the road

גִּבּוֹר a warrior ➣ הַגִּבּוֹר the warrior
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Definite Article
With Guttural Consonants

Compensatory Lengthening
With initial ר ,א and sometimes ע, the guttural rejects the

Daghesh Forte of the article and the Pathach
lengthens to Qamets.

אִישׁ a man ➣ האִָישׁ the man

Virtual Doubling
With initial ה or ח, the guttural rejects the Daghesh Forte

of the article but the Pathach does not lengthen to Qamets.

הֵיכָל a palace ➣ ההֵַיכָל the palace

Irregular Seghol
Before unaccented ָהָ ,ע or ָח ( may also be accented), the חָ

definite article appears with a Seghol and without the
Daghesh Forte.

חָכָם a wise man ➣ החֶָכָם the wise man
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Definite Article
With Initial ְי and ְמ

Words that begin with ְי or ְמ usually give up
the Daghesh Forte that is associated

with the definite article.

יְלָדִים boys ➣ היְַלָדִים the boys

מְרַגְּלִים spies ➣ הַמרְַגְּלִים the spies
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Definite Article
Summary of Possible Spellings

Basic Form הַבּ לֶךְ הַמֶּ.

Begadkephat הַבּ הַבּ.ַיִת

Gutturals א/ע/ר הָ האִָישׁ

Gutturals ה/ח הַ ההֵַיכָל

Gutturals ָהָ/חָ/ע הֶ העֶָנָן

Initial ְי or ְמ הַ היְַלָדִים
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Conjunction Waw
Basic Form

Before most consonants,

the conjunction will appear as ְו

וְעֶ.בֶד and a servant

ואְִשָּׁה and a woman

והְָאִשָּׁה and the woman

ואְִישׁ and a man

והְָאִישׁ and the man
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Conjunction Waw
Spelled As Shureq

Before מ ,ב or פ (the “bump” consonants) the conjunction
is spelled as Shureq.

וְ + מֶ.לֶךְ ➣ וּמ.ֶלֶךְ and a king

וְ + פַּרְעֹה ➣ וּפַרְעֹה and Pharaoh

Before Vocal Shewa the conjunction
is spelled as Shureq.

וְ + סְפָרִים ➣ וּסְפָרִים and books

וְ + שְׁמוּאֵל ➣ וּשְׁמוּאֵל and Samuel
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Conjunction Waw
Spelled with Short Vowels

Before Hateph vowels
the conjunction is spelled with
the corresponding short vowel.

וְ + אֲנָשִׁים ➣ ואֲַנָשִׁים and men

וְ + אֱמֶת ➣ ואֱֶמֶת and truth
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Conjunction Waw
Spelled with Qamets

Before some monosyllabic words or words with
initial accent the conjunction may be

spelled with Qamets.

וְ + צֹאן ➣ וצָֹאן and sheep

וְ + לֶ.חֶם ➣ ולֶָ.חֶם and bread
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Conjunction Waw
Summary of Spellings

Basic Form וְ והְָאִישׁ

Before פ/מ/ב וּ וּמ.ֶלֶךְ

Before Vocal Shewa וּ וּסְפָרִים

Before Hateph Vowels וַ/וֶ/וָ ואֲַנָשִׁים

Before Monosyllables/ וָ וצָֹאן
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Prepositions
Three Types

Independent Prepositions
These prepositions stand alone.

לִפְנֵי הַמּ.ֶלֶךְ before the king

ַחַת הָעֵץ תּ. under the tree

Maqqef Prepositions
These prepositions are joined to their objects with Maqqef.

אֶל–הַהֵיכָל to the temple

מִן–הָא.ָרֶץ from the land

Inseparable Prepositions
These prepositions are prefixed directly to their objects.

בּשְָׂדֶה in a field

כְּמֶ.לֶךְ like a king
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Prepositions
Ten Most Common Independent Prepositions

לִפְנֵי before, in front of (1,102)

עִם with, together with (1,048)

אַחֲרֵי after, behind (718)

בֵּין between (409)

לְמַ.עַן on account of, for the sake of (272)

גֶד נֶ< opposite, in front of (151)

עַד בַּ. behind, through (104)

יַ<עַן on account of, because (100)

א.צֵֶל beside, near (62)

בַּעֲבוּר because of, for the sake of (49)
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Prepositions
Five Most Common Maqqef Prepositions

עַל–
on, upon, on account of, according to

(5,777)

אֶל–
to, toward, in, into

(5,518)

עַד–
until, as far as, during

(1,263)

אֶת–
with, beside

(890)

מִן–
from, out of

(745)
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Prepositions
Three Most Common Inseparable Prepositions

לְ
to, toward, for

(20,321)

בְּ
in, at, with, by, against

(15,559)

כְּ
as, like, according to

(3,053)
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Prepositions
Spelling of Inseparable Prepositions

Before most consonants: Vocal Shewa

בּשְָׂדֶה in a field

לְנַ<עַר for a young man

Before Hateph vowels: corresponding short vowel

כּאֲַנָשִׁים like men

בּאֱֶמֶת in truth

Before consonants with Vocal Shewa: Hireq

כּנְִבִיאִים as prophets

לבְִרִית for a covenant
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Prepositions
Spelling of Inseparable Prepositions

with Nouns that Have the Definite Article

With nouns that have the definite article, the vowel

and Daghesh Forte of the article are retained but

the consonant of the preposition replaces

the ה of the definite article.

דֶה השַָּׂ the field ➣ דֶה בּשַָּׂ in the field

לֶךְ הַמֶּ. the king ➣ לֶךְ כַּמֶּ. like the king

האֵָשׁ the fire ➣ בָּאֵשׁ in the fire
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Prepositions
The Preposition מִן

The preposition מִן occurs both as a Maqqef
preposition and as an inseparable preposition.

Maqqef Preposition

מִן–מֶ.לֶךְ from a king

Inseparable Preposition

1. מִן–מֶ.לֶךְ ➣ לֶךְ מִמּ.ֶ
assimilated נ with Daghesh Forte

2. מִן–בַּ.יִת ➣ מִבַּ.יִת
assimilated נ with Daghesh Lene becoming Daghesh Forte

3. מִן–אִישׁ ➣ מאִֵישׁ
assimilated נ with compensatory lengthening

4. מִן–הָאָ.רֶץ ➣ מֵהָאָ.רֶץ
assimilated נ with compensatory lengthening

5. מִן–חוּץ ➣ מחִוּץ
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Prepositions
Special Uses of the Preposition מִן

Comparative Use

טוֹבָה חָכְמָה מזִָהָּב
Literally – Wisdom is good from gold.

Comparatively – Wisdom is better than gold.

קָשָׁה הָעֲבוֹדָה מהֵָאֲנָשִׁים
Literally – The work is difficult from the men.

Comparatively – The work is too difficult for the men.

Superlative Use

עָרוּם מִכֹּל חַיַּת השַּׂדֶָה
Literally – clever from every living thing of the field

Superlatively – the most clever living thing of the field

Partitive Use

מהֵָאֲנָשִׁים
Literally – from the men

Partitively – some of the men
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Prepositions
Definite Direct Object Marker –אֵת/אֶת

In Hebrew prose, definite direct objects
are usually marked with –אֵת/אֶת.

בָּרָא אֱלֹהִים אֵת הַשָּׁמַ.יִם
God created the heavens.

פֶר לַמּ.ֶלֶךְ נָתַן הַנָּבִיא אֶת–הַסֵּ.
The prophet gave the book to the king.

אָהַב דָּוִד אֶת–יְהוֹנָתָן
David loved Jonathan.

נָתַן הַמּ.ֶלֶךְ אֶת–תּוֹרוֹתָיו לָעָם
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Adjectives
The Inflection of Hebrew Adjectives

Hebrew adjectives are inflected
for gender and number.

Inflected Adjective

Masculine Feminine

Singular טוֹב טוֹבָה
Plural טוֹבִים טוֹבוֹת

Inflectional Endings

Masculine Feminine

Singular טוֹבָה
Plural טוֹבִים טוֹבוֹת
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Adjectives
The Attributive Use of Adjectives

Attributive Use

In the attributive usage, the adjective modifies a noun and
agrees with that noun in gender, number, and

definiteness. In this usage, the adjective follows the noun
that it modifies.

אִישׁ טוֹב a good man

הָאִישׁ הַטּוֹב the good man

אִשָּׁה טוֹבָה a good woman

הָאִשָּׁה הַטּוֹבָה the good woman

אֲנָשִׁים טוֹבִים good men

הָאֲנָשִׁים הַטּוֹבִים the good men

נָשִׁים טוֹבוֹת good women

הַנָּשִׁים הַטּוֹבוֹת the good women
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Adjectives
The Predicative Use of Adjectives

Predicative Use

In the predicative usage, the adjective is used as part of a
verbless clause and agrees with its noun in gender and
number, but not in definiteness. The predicative adjective

never takes the definite article. In this usage, the adjective
may either precede or follow the noun.

הָאִישׁ טוֹב The man is good.

טוֹבָה הָאִשָּׁה The woman is good.

טוֹבִים הָאֲנָשִׁים The men are good.

הַנָּשִׁים טוֹבוֹת The women are good.
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Adjectives
The Substantive Use of Adjectives

Substantive Use

In the substantive usage, an adjective is used
independently as a noun.

הֶחָכָם the wise one (man)

הַטּוֹבָה the good one (woman)

הַגְּדוֹלִים the great ones (men)

הַצַּדִּיקוֹת the righteous ones (women)
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Adjectives
Adjectival Inflection: No Change in Spelling

Certain adjectives do not change their spelling
with the addition of inflectional endings.

ms טוֹב fs טוֹבָה
mp טוֹבִים fp טוֹבוֹת

ms צַדִּיק fs צַדִּיקָה
mp צַדִּיקִים fp צַדִּיקוֹת
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Adjectives
Adjectival Inflection: Propretonic Reduction

When the open, pretonic syllable of the masculine singular
adjective (as in גּדָוֹל) becomes propretonic with the addition of

inflectional endings, a Qamets or Tsere in the propretonic syllable
will reduce to Vocal Shewa or Hateph Pathach.

ms גָּדוֹל fs גּדְוֹלָה
mp גְּדוֹלִים fp גְּדוֹלוֹת

ms זָקֵן fs זקְֵנָה
mp זקְֵנִים fp זקְֵנוֹת

ms יָשָׁר fs ישְָׁרָה
mp ישְָׁרִים fp ישְָׁרוֹת

ms חָכָם fs חכֲָמָה
mp חכֲָמִים fp חכֲָמוֹת
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Adjectives
Adjectival Inflection: Adjectives Ending with ֶה

With adjectives ending in בֶה in the masculine singular (as
in קָשֶׁה), the בֶה ending is dropped when the inflectional

endings are added.

ms קָשֶׁה fs קָשָׁה
mp קָשִׁים fp קָשׁוֹת

ms יָפֶה fs יָפָה
mp יָפִים fp יָפוֹת
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Adjectives
Adjectival Inflection: Geminate Adjectives

Geminate adjectives like רַב will take a Daghesh Forte
in the second consonant with the addition

of inflectional endings.

ms רַב fs רַבָּה
mp רַבִּים fp רַבוֹּת

If the Geminate consonant is a guttural, it rejects the
Daghesh Forte and the Pathach lengthens to

Qamets (compensatory lengthening).

ms רַע fs רָעָה
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Pronouns
Independent Personal Pronouns

Singular Plural

1 com אֲנִי ,אָנֹכִי I ַחְנוּ אֲנ< we

2 masc אַתָּה you אַתֶּם you

2 fem אַתְּ you אַתֵּ.נָה you

3 masc הוּא he/it הֵם ,הֵ.מָּה they

3 fem הִיא ,הִוא she/it הֵן ,הֵ.נָּה they

Notes

1. The independent personal pronoun is labeled
independent because it stands alone and is not
prefixed or suffixed to another word.

2. Independent personal pronouns are subjective,
meaning they are used as the subject of a verb and
never as the object of the verb.

3. Independent personal pronouns may also appear as
the subject of a verbless clause. For this reason, they are
sometimes called subject pronouns.
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Pronouns
The Use of Independent Personal Pronouns

The following examples illustrate how independent
personal pronouns are used with other nouns, adjectives,
or prepositional phrases in a predicative relationship. A
form of the verb “to be” (in the present tense) is supplied

in translation.

אֲנִי יְהוָה I am Yahweh (the Lord).

הוּא נָבִיא צַדִּיק He is a righteous prophet.

אַתָּה מֶ.לֶךְ טוֹב You (2ms) are a good king.

אַחִים אֲנַ<חְנוּ We are brothers.

הִיא אִשָּׁה חֲכָמָה She is a wise woman.

אַתֶּם בָּעִיר הַגְּדוֹלָה You (2mp) are in the great city.
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Pronouns
The Relative Pronoun

אֲשֶׁר
(who, which, that)

The form of this word does not change in order to indicate
the gender or number of its antecedent. It may appear

with or without Maqqef. When functioning as a relative
pronoun introducing a relative clause, it immediately

follows the noun it is modifying.

הָעֵץ אֲשֶׁר בְּתוֹךְ–הַגָּן the tree that (is) in the middle of the
garden

הֶהָרִים אֲשֶׁר–תַּ.חַת הַשָּׁמ.ַיִם the mountains that (are) under the
heavens

הַמֶּ.לֶךְ אֲשֶׁר בְּחַרְתֶּם the king whom you chose

דָּוִד אֲשֶׁר בְּבֵית יְהוָה   David, who (is) in the house of the
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Demonstratives
Paradigm and Notes

Singular Plural

Masc זֶה this אֵ.לֶּה these

Fem זֹאת this אֵ.לֶּה these

Masc הוּא that הֵם ,הֵ.מָּה those

Fem הִיא that הֵן ,הֵ.נָּה those

Notes

1. Demonstratives may be used either as adjectives (this
man, those women) or as pronouns (this is the man,
those are the women).

2. The masculine and feminine singular forms (הוּא and
are identical to the third person masculine and (הִיא
feminine singular independent personal pronouns.

3. The demonstrative לֶּה is both masculine and (these) אֵ.
feminine plural. Remember that the designation for
this phenomenon is “common,” meaning not inflected
for gender.
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Demonstratives
Used As Adjectives

When a demonstrative is functioning as an adjective, it will
follow the noun it modifies and agree in gender, number,
and definiteness. This is comparable to the attributive use

of adjectives.

הָאִישׁ הַזֶּה this man

הָאִשָּׁה הַזֹּאת this woman

הָאִישׁ הַהוּא that man

הָאִשָּׁה הַהִיא that woman

הָאֲנָשִׁים הָאֵ.לּהֶ these men

הַנָּשִׁים הָאֵ.לּהֶ these women

הָאֲנָשִׁים הָהֵם those men

הַנָּשִׁים הָהֵ.נָּה those women
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Demonstratives
Used As Pronouns

When a demonstrative is functioning as a pronoun, it will
precede the noun and agree in gender and number but not
in definiteness. This is comparable to the predicative use

of adjectives.

זֶה הָאִישׁ This is the man.

זֹאת הָאִשָּׁה This is the woman.

הוּא הָאִישׁ That is the man.

הִיא הָאִשָּׁה That is the woman.

אֵ.לֶּה הָאֲנָשִׁים These are the men.

אֵ.לּהֶ הַנָּשִׁים These are the women.

הֵם הָאֲנָשִׁים Those are the men.

הֵ.נָּה הַנָּשִׁים Those are the women.
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Demonstratives
Nouns with a Demonstrative Adjective

and an Attributive Adjective

When a noun is modified by both an attributive adjective
and a demonstrative adjective (as in “this good book”), all
three must agree in gender, number, and definiteness. In
terms of word order, the noun will be first, the attributive

adjective will be second, and the demonstrative
adjective will be last.

הָאִישׁ הַטּוֹב הַזֶּה this good man

הָאִשָּׁה הַטּוֹבָה הַזֹּאת this good woman

הָאִישׁ הַטּוֹב הַהוּא that good man

הָאִשָּׁה הַטּוֹבָה הַהיִא that good woman

הָאֲנָשִׁים הַטּוֹבִים הָאֵ.לּהֶ these good men

הַנָּשִׁים הַטּוֹבוֹת הָאֵ.לּהֶ these good women

הָאֲנָשִׁים הַטּוֹבִים הָהֵם those good men

הַנָּשִׁים הַטּוֹבוֹת הָהֵ.נָּה those good women
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Demonstratives
Nouns with a Demonstrative Pronoun

and an Attributive Adjective

When a noun is modified by both an attributive adjective
and a demonstrative pronoun (as in “this is the good book”),
the demonstrative pronoun will be first (without the definite

article) and the noun will follow. The attributive adjective
will be last and will agree with the noun in

gender, number, and definiteness.

זֶה הָאִישׁ הַטּוֹב This is the good man.

אֵ.לּהֶ הָאֲנָשִׁים הַטּוֹבִים These are the good men.

הִיא הָאִשָּׁה הַטּוֹבָה That is the good woman.
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Interrogatives
Interrogative Pronouns

?Who מִי

?What מָה

Interrogative pronouns are used to ask a question. These
pronouns may appear with or without Maqqef. The

vocalization of מָה may change slightly (מַה or מֶה). When
spelled מַה, a Daghesh Forte will usually appear in the first

consonant of the following word.

מַה–שְּׁמוֹ What (is) his name?

מֶה–עָשִׂ.יתָ What have you done?

מָה הַחֲלוֹם הַזֶּה What (is) this dream?

מִי–אַתָּה Who (are) you?

מִי–הָאִישׁ הַזֶּה Who (is) this man?

מִי הָאֲנָשִׁים הָאֵ.לֶּה Who (are) these men?
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Interrogatives
The Interrogative Particle

הֲ
The interrogative particle is prefixed to the first word of a

sentence. The first sentence below is a statement. The
second sentence is a question because the interrogative

particle has been prefixed to the first word.

שָׁלַח הַמּ.ֶלֶךְ אֶת–הַנָּבִיא The king sent the prophet.

הֲשָׁלַח הַמּ.ֶלֶךְ אֶת–הַנָּבִיא Did the king send the prophet?

The Spelling of the Interrogative Particle

1. before most consonants, as in the above example הֲ

2. before gutturals or any consonant with Shewa הַ

3. before gutturals with Qamets הֶ
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Interrogatives
Confusing the Interrogative Particle

and the Definite Article

To avoid confusing the interrogative particle
and the definite article, remember

the following clues.

1. The Hateph Pathach (ֲה) of the interrogative particle is

not the spelling of the definite article (ּהַב).

2. The interrogative particle does not normally have an

associated Daghesh Forte as does the definite article.

3. The interrogative particle is usually prefixed to a verbal

form. The definite article, of course, will not appear on

a verb.
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Interrogatives
The Ten Most Frequent Interrogatives

הֲ prefixed to the first word of a question (664)

מָה what? also spelled מַה and (571) מֶה

מִי who? (424)

לָ.מָּה why? also spelled (178) לָמָה

מַדּ.וּעַ why? (72)

אֵיךְ how? (61)

אַיֵּה where? (52)

מָתַי when? (43)

אָ.נָה where? נָה how long? (42) עַד–אָ.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Introduction

1. Pronominal suffixes are pronouns that are suffixed to
nouns, prepositions, or the definite direct object
marker (and verbs to be studied later).

2. Pronominal suffixes may be either possessive (my,
your, his, her, our, their) or objective (me, you, him,
her, us, them).

3. When appearing on nouns, pronominal suffixes are
possessive (as in “his book” or “her wisdom”). When
appearing on prepositions or the definite direct object
marker (and verbs), they are objective (as in “to them”
or “them”).

4. All pronominal suffixes have person (first, second,
third), gender (masculine, feminine, common), and
number (singular, plural).

5. In Hebrew, there are two sets of pronominal suffixes:
Type 1 and Type 2. The suffixes of each set have the
same possessive and objective translation values. In
general, Type 1 suffixes occur with singular nouns and
the definite direct object marker. Type 2 suffixes occur
with plural nouns. Prepositions may take either type of
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Translating Pronominal Suffixes

1. When attached to nouns, pronominal suffixes are possessive
as these two examples with סוּס (horse) illustrate.

סוּסךְָ your (ms) horse

סוּס.ֶיךָ your (ms) horses

2. When attached to prepositions, pronominal suffixes are
objective as these two examples with ְל (to) illustrate.

לךְָ to you (ms)

לכֶָם to you (mp)

3. When attached to the definite direct object marker
.pronominal suffixes are objective ,(אֵת/אֶת–)

אֹתוֹ him

אֹתָם them (mp)
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Type 1 and Type 2

Type 1 Type 2 Translation
Suffixes Suffixes Possessive/Objective

1cs ִי ַי my/me

2ms ךָ ֶ.יךָ your/you

2fs ךְ ַ.יִךְ your/you

3ms וֹ ָיו his/him

3fs ָהּ ֶ.יהָ her/her

1cp נוּ .ֵינוּ our/us

2mp כֶם ֵיכֶם your/you

2fp כֶן ֵיכֶן your/you

3mp הֶם ֵיהֶם their/them

3fp הֶן ֵיהֶן their/them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Alternate Type 1 Suffixes

Type 1 Alternate
Suffix Form

1cs ִי ➣ נִי

3ms וֹ ➣ הוּ

3fs ָהּ ➣ הָ

3mp הֶם ➣ ָם

3fp הֶן ➣ ָן
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Distinguishing Between Type 1 and Type 2

There are many similarities between Type 1 and Type 2
suffixes. Note, however, that all Type 2 suffixes have י

(Yod) as part of their spelling. The presence of this י will
enable you to distinguish between the two types.

Type 1 Type 2

סוּס.ֵנוּ סוּס.ֵינוּ
our horse our horses

סוּסכְֶם סוּסֵיכֶם
your (mp) horse your (mp) horses
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Masculine Nouns

Type 1 Suffixes Type 2 Suffixes
Noun ms Noun mp

1cs סוּסִי my horse סוּסַי my horses

2ms סוּסךְָ your horse סוּס.ֶיךָ your horses

2fs סוּסךְֵ your horse סוּס.ַיִךְ your horses

3ms סוּסוֹ his horse סוּסיָו his horses

3fs סוּסָהּ her horse סוּס.ֶיהָ her horses

1cp סוּס.נֵוּ our horse סוּס.ֵינוּ our horses

2mp סוּסכְֶם your horse סוּסֵיכֶם your horses

2fp סוּסכְֶן your horse סוּסֵיכֶן your horses

3mp סוּסָם their horse סוּסֵיהֶם their horses

3fp סוּסָן their horse סוּסֵיהֶן their horses

Note: When pronominal suffixes are added to masculine
plural nouns, the masculine plural ending (דִים) is dropped.
In the absence of this ending, a masculine noun is recogniz-
able as a plural only by the spelling of the Type 2 pronominal
suffix.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Distinguishing Between 1cs Type 1 and Type 2 Suffixes

Be careful to note the important difference in spelling
between the 1cs Type 1 and Type 2 suffixes. The Type 1

suffix is spelled as Hireq Yod; the Type 2 suffix
is spelled as Pathach Yod

סוּסִי סוּסַי
my horse my horses
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Feminine Nouns

Type 1 Suffixes Type 2 Suffixes
Noun fs Noun fp

1cs תּוֹרָתִי my law תּוֹרוֹתַי my laws

2ms תךְָ תּוֹר, your law תּוֹרוֹת.ֶיךָ your laws

2fs תּוֹרָתךְֵ your law תּוֹרוֹת.ַיִךְ your laws

3ms תּוֹרָתוֹ his law תּוֹרוֹתָיו his laws

3fs תּוֹרָתָהּ her law תּוֹרוֹת.ֶיהָ her laws

1cp תּוֹרָת.נֵוּ our law תּוֹרוֹתֵ.ינוּ our laws

2mp תּוֹרַתכְֶם your law תּוֹרוֹתֵיכֶם your laws

2fp תּוֹרַתכְֶן your law תּוֹרוֹתֵיכֶן your laws

3mp תּוֹרָתָם their law תּוֹרוֹתֵיהֶם their laws

3fp תּוֹרָתָן their law תּוֹרוֹתֵיהֶן their laws

Note: When a feminine singular noun ending in בָה(as in
ת is replaced by ה receives a pronominal suffix, the (תּוֹרָה
.before the suffix ( תּוֹרָת becomes תּוֹרָה)
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Identifying a Noun as Feminine Plural

תּוֹרוֹתֶ.יךָ
your (ms) laws

This noun (תּוֹרָה) is easy to identify as a plural. Unlike

masculine plural nouns which drop the diagnostic plural

ending (בִים) with the addition of a pronominal  suffix,

feminine nouns retain the plural ending (וֹת) before a

suffix. Additionally, the ָיך. ֶ  ending is a Type 2 suffix,

which further identifies the noun as plural.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Spelling Changes in Nouns

Most nouns will experience vowel changes with the
addition of pronominal suffixes.

Lexical Nouns with
Form Suffixes Translation

דָּבָר ➣ דְּבָרִי my word

דָּבָר ➣ דִּבְרֵיהֶן their (fp) words

בּ.ַיִת ➣ בֵּיתְךָ your (ms) house

מ.ָוֶת ➣ מוֹתוֹ his death

Despite these vowel changes, you should be able to
identify most nouns with pronominal suffixes if you: (1)

memorize all Type 1 and Type 2 suffixes; (2) build a
frequency vocabulary; and (3) become familiar with the

use of a standard lexicon and the format
of noun and preposition entries.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Monosyllabic Nouns

Type 1 Suffixes Type 2 Suffixes
Noun ms Noun mp

1cs אָחִי my brother אַחַי my brothers

2ms אָח.ִיךָ your brother אַח.ֶיךָ your brothers

2fs אָח.ִיךְ your brother אַח.ַיִךְ your brothers

3ms אָחִיו his brother אֶחָיו his brothers

3fs אָח.ִיהָ her brother אַחֶ.יהָ her brothers

1cp אָח.ִינוּ our brother אַח.ֵינוּ our brothers

2mp אֲחִיכֶם your brother אֲחֵיכֶם your brothers

2fp אֲחִיכֶן your brother אֲחֵיכֶן your brothers

3mp אֲחִיהֶם their brother אֲחֵיהֶם their brothers

3fp אֲחִיהֶן their brother אֲחֵיהֶן their brothers

Note: Certain singular monosyllabic nouns add Hireq Yod
before a pronominal suffix. The addition of the Hireq Yod
to singular nouns with Type 1 suffixes may cause them to
be confused with plural nouns having Type 2 suffixes. The
singular noun paradigm has Hireq Yod (ִָיך .(your brother ,אָח.
The plural noun paradigm varies its vowel but it is never
Hireq Yod (ֶָיך .(your brothers ,אַח.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Prepositions with Pronominal Suffixes

1. When prepositions take pronominal suffixes, they are
objective rather than possessive. In other words, they
usually function as the object of the preposition as in
“with her” or “to them.”

2. Some prepositions take Type 1 suffixes and others take
Type 2.

with Type 1 לְ with Type 2 עַל

לךְָ עָל.ֶיךָ
to you (ms) on you (ms)

3. Don’t be concerned with a preposition’s preference for
Type 1 or Type 2 suffixes. On prepositions, the
translation value is the same for both types.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Prepositions ְל and עַל

Type 1 Suffixes Type 2 Suffixes

1cs לִי to me עָלַי on me

2ms לךְָ to you עָל.ֶיךָ on you

2fs לךְָ to you עָל.ַיִךְ on you

3ms לוֹ to him עָלָיו on him

3fs לָהּ to her עָל.ֶיהָ on her

1cp ל.נָוּ to us עָל.ֵינוּ on us

2mp לכֶָם to you עֲלֵיכֶם on you

2fp לכֶָן to you עֲלֵיכֶן on you

3mp להֶָם to them עֲלֵיהֶם on them

3fp לָהֶן to them עֲלֵיהֶן on them

Note: The prepositions ְל (to, for), ְּב (in, on), עִם (with), and
all take Type 1 suffixes. Prepositions that take (with) אֵת
Type 2 suffixes include: עַל (on, upon), אֶל (to, for), תּ.ַחַת
(under), and אַחֲרֵי (after).
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Prepositions ְּכ and מִן

כְּ מִן
1cs כָּמ.וֹנִי like me מִמּ.ֶנִּי from me

2ms כָּמ.וֹךָ like you מִמְּךָ from you

2fs כָּמוֹךְ like you מִמֵּךְ from you

3ms כָּמ.וֹהוּ like him מִמּ.ֶנּוּ from him

3fs כָּמ.וֹהָ like her מִמֶּ.נָּה from her

1cp כָּמ.וֹנוּ like us מִמֶּ.נּוּ from us

2mp כָּכֶם like you מִכֶּם from you

2fp כָּכֶן like you מִכֶּן from you

3mp כָּהֶם like them מֵהֶם from them

3fp כָּהֶן like them מֵהֶן from them

Note: With the preposition ְּכ, the forms with singular and
1cp suffixes exhibit a longer spelling of the preposition
וֹ) forms with singular and 1cp ,מִן With the preposition .(כָּמ.
suffixes also exhibit a longer spelling of the preposition
.in most forms (מִמּ)
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
The Definite Direct Object Marker –אֵת/אֶת

The object marker –אֵת/אֶת takes Type 1 pronominal
suffixes and it is translated as a personal pronoun in the

objective or accusative case.

זָכַר אֹתָם
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Distinguishing Between the Definite Direct Object

Marker and the Preposition –אֵת/אֶת with Suffixes

Object Marker Preposition

1cs אֹתִי me אִתִּי with me

2ms אֹתְךָ you אִתְּךָ with you

2fs אֹתָךְ you אִתָּךְ with you

3ms אֹתוֹ him אִתּוֹ with him

3fs אֹתָהּ her אִתָּהּ with her

1cp אֹת.ָנוּ us אִתּ.ָנוּ with us

2mp אֶתְכֶם you אִתְּכֶם with you

2fp אֶתְכֶן you אִתְּכֶן with you

3mp אֹתָם them אִתָּם with them

3fp אֹתָן them אִתָּן with them

Note: The object marker with pronominal suffixes is distin-
guished by a Holem with the initial consonant (אֹתִי). The
vowel is Seghol in the 2mp and 2fp forms (אֶתְכֶם). The
preposition is distinguished by Hireq under the initial con-
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
The Preposition עִם and the Noun עַם

עִם עַם
1cs עִמִּי with me עַמִּי my people

2ms עִמְּךָ with you עַמְּךָ your people

2fs עִמָּךְ with you עַמֵּךְ your people

3ms עִמּוֹ with him עַמּוֹ his people

3fs עִמָּהּ with her עַמָּהּ her people

1cp עִמָּ.נוּ with us עַמּ.ֵנוּ our people

2mp עִמָּכֶם with you עַמְּכֶם your people

2fp עִמָּכֶן with you עַמְּכֶן your people

3mp עִמָּם with them עַמָּם their people

3fp עִמָּן with them עַמָּן their people

Note: The preposition has Hireq under the initial consonant
.(my people ,עַמִּי) and the noun has Pathach (with me ,עִמִּי)
Both words take a Daghesh Forte in the מ when pronominal
suffixes are added.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Summary Chart

Type 1 Type 1 Type 2 Translation
Suffixes Alternate Suffixes Possesive/Objective

1cs ִי נִי ַי my/me

2ms ךָ ֶ.יךָ your/you

2fs ךְ ַ.יִךְ your/you

3ms וֹ הוּ ָיו his/him

3fs בָהּ הָ ֶ.יהָ her/her

1cp נוּ .ֵינוּ our/us

2mp כֶם ֵיכֶם your/you

2fp כֶן ֵיכֶן your/you

3mp הֶם בָם ֵיהֶם their/them

BBH 9.16.14  106

3fp הֶן בָן ֵיהֶן their/them
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Construct Chain
Introduction

Hebrew expresses the “of” relationship between two nouns
by what is called the construct chain. This grammatical

(possessive) relationship is created by placing two
or more nouns side by side.

בֶד הַמֶּ.לֶךְ עֶ.
Absolute Noun Construct Noun

“the servant of the king”

The first of the two nouns in the construct chain is called the
construct noun and is said to be in the construct state. The
second of the two nouns is called the absolute noun and

is said to be in the absolute state. The absolute form
of a singular noun is also its lexical form.
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Construct Chain
Examples of Simple Construct Chains

The first noun in each construct chain is
the construct noun. The second of the two
nouns in each chain is the absolute noun.

קוֹל הָאִישׁ the voice of the man

לֶךְ הָא.ָרֶץ מֶ. the king of the land

בֶד הַמֶּ.לֶךְ עֶ. the servant of the king

דְּבַר הַנָּבִיא the word of the prophet

סֵ.פֶר הַתּוֹרָה the book of the law
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Construct Chain
Definiteness and Indefiniteness

Construct chains are either definite (the … of the …) or
indefinite (a … of a …). The definiteness or indefiniteness of
a construct chain is determined by the absolute noun. If the
absolute noun is definite, both nouns in the construct chain
are definite. If the absolute noun is indefinite, both nouns in

the construct chain are indefinite.

Definite Construct Chain

סֵ.פֶר הַנָּבִיא
“the book of the prophet”

Indefinite Construct Chain

סֵ.פֶר נָבִיא
“a book of a prophet”
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Construct Chain
Noun Definiteness

A noun is considered to be definite under
three circumstances:

(1) if it has the definite article as in הַמַּלְכָּה (the queen)

דְּבַר הַמַּלְכָּה
the word of the queen

(2) if it has a pronominal suffix as in אָבִי (my father)

בֵּית אָבִי
the house of my father

(3) if it is a proper noun as in שְׁמוּאֵל (Samuel)

עֶ.בֶד שְׁמוּאֵל
the servant of Samuel
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Construct Chain
Multiple Construct Nouns

A construct chain can have multiple construct nouns but there
can be only one absolute noun. The absolute noun is always

the last noun in the construct chain. Again, the definiteness
of each noun in the construct chain depends on the definite-

ness of the one absolute noun.

בֶד אֲחִי הַמֶּ.לֶךְ עֶ.
the servant of the brother of the king

בֶד בֵּית הַמֶּ.לֶךְ עֶ.
the servant of the house of the king

ֶלֶךְ הָאָ.רֶץ דִּבְרֵי מ.
the words of the king of the land

BBH 10.2.3  111
44



Construct Chain
Construct Nouns with Attributive Adjectives

When an attributive adjective modifies either the
construct noun or the absolute noun, it must

follow the entire chain and it must agree with the
noun it modifies in gender, number, and

definiteness.

ָרֶץ הַטּוֹב לֶךְ הָא. מֶ.
the good king of the land

ָרֶץ הַטּוֹבָה מֶ.לֶךְ הָא.
the king of the good land
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Construct Chain
Possible Ambiguity with Attributive Adjectives

In the following construct chains, the adjective
may modify either the construct noun or the
absolute noun. In ambiguous constructions

like these, context must be your guide.

ֶלֶךְ הַטּוֹב דְּבַר הַמּ.
the good word of the king or

the word of the good king

עֶ.בֶד הַנָּבִיא הָרַע
the evil servant of the prophet or

the servant of the evil prophet
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Construct Chain
Construct Chains with Demonstrative Adjectives

Like attributive adjectives,
demonstrative adjectives must

follow the construct chain.

דִּבְרֵי הַנָּבִיא הָאֵ.לֶּה
these words of the prophet

דִּבְרֵי הַנָּבִיא הַזֶּה
the words of this prophet

דִּבְרֵי הַנָּבִיא הַטּוֹב הַזֶּה
the words of this good prophet

דְּבַר הַנָּבִיא הַזֶּה
the word of this prophet or

this word of the prophet
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Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State: Introduction

With some nouns, the spelling of the singular construct form
is identical to that of the lexical (or absolute) form.

Lexical/Absolute Construct
Spelling Spelling

סוּס horse ➣ סוּס horse of

מֶ.לֶךְ king ➣ מֶ.לֶךְ king of

Most construct nouns, however, are spelled differently
than their lexical (or absolute) form.

Lexical/Absolute Construct
Spelling Spelling

דָּבָר word ➣ דְּבַר word of

תּוֹרָה law ➣ תּוֹרַת law of

אָב father ➣ אֲבִי father of
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Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:
Endingless Nouns (Masculine or Feminine)

In a construct chain, endingless nouns surrender their primary
accent and the following rules of vowel reduction apply.

1. Qamets (and sometimes Tsere) changes to Pathach in a
final closed syllable.

מִשְׁפּטָ judgment ➣ מִשְׁפּטַ judgment of

מִזְבּחֵַ altar ➣ מִזְבּחַ altar of

2. Qamets or Tsere change to Vocal Shewa in an open,
unaccented syllable.

שׁלָוֹם peace ➣ שׁלְוֹם peace of

מקָוֹם place ➣ מקְוֹם place of

3. Both of the rules above may apply to the formation of a
noun in the construct state.

דָּבָר word ➣ דְּבַר word of

לֵבָב heart ➣ לְבַב heart of

4. In monosyllabic nouns with changeable long vowels, the
long vowels reduce to the corresponding short vowel.

בּןֵ son ➣ בּןֶ son of
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Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:

Masculine Plural and Dual

The masculine plural בִים and the dual יִם endings are בַ.

replaced by בֵי (Tsere Yod) in the construct state and
then the second rule of vowel reduction is applied.

אֱלֹהִים God ➣ אֱלֹהֵי God of

בָּנִים sons ➣ בְּניֵ sons of

עֵינַ<יִם (two) eyes ➣ עֵיניֵ (two) eyes of

דְּבָרִים words ➣ דִּבְרֵי words of

In the last example, both propretonic reduction and Rule of
Shewa are applied to produce the construct plural.

➣ דְּבָרִים ➣ דְּבְרֵי  דִּבְרֵי 

BBH 10.5.2  117
46



Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:

Feminine Singular Nouns Ending in ָה

Feminine singular nouns ending in בָה change

this ending to בַת in the construct state and then the
second rule of vowel reduction is applied.

תּוֹרָה law ➣ תּוֹרַת law of

מַלְכָּה queen ➣ מַלְכּתַ queen of

שָׁנָה year ➣ שְׁנתַ year of
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Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:

Feminine Plural

Feminine plural nouns ending in וֹת retain this

plural ending and then the second rule of
vowel reduction is applied.

מַמְלָכוֹת kingdoms ➣ מַמְלְכוֹת kingdoms of

שֵׁמוֹת names ➣ מוֹת שְׁ names of

שָׂדוֹת fields ➣ שׂדְוֹת fields of

בְּרָכוֹת blessings ➣ בִּרְכוֹת blessings of

In the last example, both propretonic reduction and Rule of
Shewa are applied to produce the construct plural.

➣ בְּרָכוֹת ➣ בְּרְכוֹת  בִּרְכוֹת 
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Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:

Certain Monosyllabic Nouns

Certain singular monosyllabic nouns add Hireq Yod to their
stem in the construct state. Do not confuse this Hireq Yod

with the 1cs pronominal suffix (אָבִי “my father”).

אָב father ➣ אֲבִי father of

אָח brother ➣ אֲחִי brother of

The diphthong ִַי יִת as in) ב. changes to (בַּ.
Tsere Yod in the construct state.

בּ.ַיִת house ➣ בֵּית house of

.יִן עַ spring ➣ עֵין spring of
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Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:

Segholate Nouns

The construct spelling of a singular Segholate noun is the
same as its lexical (or absolute) spelling.

מֶ.לֶךְ king ➣ מֶ.לֶךְ king of

סֵ.פֶר book ➣ סֵ.פֶר book of

בֹּ.קֶר morning ➣ בֹּ.קֶר morning of

נַ<עַר boy ➣ נַ<עַר boy of

The plural construct form follows the pattern
of מַלְכֵי (kings of).

מְלָכִים kings ➣ מַלְכֵי kings of

עֲבָדִים servants ➣ עַבְדֵי servants of
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Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:

Nouns Ending in ֶה

Nouns ending in ֶה  (Seghol He) change this ending

to ֵה  (Tsere He) in the construct and then

the second rule of vowel reduction apply.

שָׂדֶה field ➣ שְׂדֵה field of
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Numbers
Introduction

Biblical Hebrew does not have a
separate set of numerical symbols
(1, 2, 3, etc.) as we do in English.

Rather, Hebrew numbers are
written out.

Cardinal numbers are used for
counting (one, two, three, etc.).
Ordinal numbers are used to

indicate position in a series (first,
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Numbers
Cardinal Numbers 1-10

Masculine Feminine
Absolute Construct Absolute Construct

One אֶחָד אַחַד אַחַת אַחַת

Two שְׁנַ<יִם שְׁנֵי שְׁתּ.ַיִם שְׁתֵּי

Three שָׁלשֹׁ שְׁלשֹׁ שְׁלשָֹׁה שֶֹׁת שְׁל.

Four אַרְבַּע אַרְבַּע אַרְבָּעהָ אַרְבַּ.עַת

Five חָמֵשׁ חֲמֵשׁ חֲמִשָּׁה חֲמֵ.שֶׁת

Six שֵׁשׁ שֵׁשׁ שִׁשָּׁה שֵׁ.שֶׁת

Seven שֶׁ.בַע שְׁבַע שִׁבְעָה שִׁבְעַת

Eight שְׁמֹנֶה שְׁמֹנֵה שְׁמֹנָה שְׁמֹנַת

Nine תֵּ.שַׁע תְּשַׁע תִּשְׁעָה תִּשְׁעַת

Ten עֶ.שֶׂר עֶ.שֶׂר עֲשָׂרָה עֲשֶׂ.רֶת
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Numbers
Cardinal Numbers 11-19

With Masculine With Feminine
Nouns Nouns

Eleven אַחַד עָשָׂר אַחַת עֶשְׂרֵה

עַשְׁתֵּי עָשָׂר עַשְׁתֵּי עֶשְׂרֵה

Twelve שְׁנֵי עָשָׂר שְׁתֵּי עֶשְׂרֵה

שְׁנֵים עָשָׂר שְׁתֵּים עֶשְׂרֵה

Thirteen שְׁלשָֹׁה עָשָׂר שְׁלשֹׁ עֶשְׂרֵה

Fourteen אַרְבָּעָה עָשָׂר אַרְבַּע עֶשְׂרֵה

Fifteen חֲמִשָּׁה עָשָׂר חֲמֵשׁ עֶשְׂרֵה

Sixteen שִׁשָּׁה עָשָׂר שֵׁשׁ עֶשְׂרֵה

Seventeen שִׁבְעָה עָשָׂר שְׁבַע עֶשְׂרֵה

Eighteen שְׁמֹנָה עָשָׂר שְׁמֹנֶה עֶשְׂרֵה

Nineteen תִּשְׁעָה עָשָׂר תְּשַׁע עֶשְׂרֵה

שְׁלשֹׁ עֶשְׂרֵה שָׁנָה thirteen years (1 Kgs 7:1)

אַרְבָּעָה עָשָׂר יוֹם fourteen days (Ex 12:6)
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Numbers
Cardinal Numbers 20-99

Twenty עֶשְׂרִים

Thirty שְׁלֹשִׁים

Forty אַרְבָּעִים

Fifty חֲמִשִּׁים

Sixty שִׁשִּׁים

Seventy שִׁבְעִים

Eighty שְׁמֹנִים

Ninety תִּשְׁעִים

עֶשְׂרִים וְאַחַת twenty-one (2 Kgs 24:18)

שִׁבְעִים וְשִׁבְעָה seventy-seven (Gen 4:24)

תִּשְׁעִים וָתֵשַׁע ninety-nine (Gen 17:24)

שְׁנַיִם וּשְׁלֹשִׁים thirty-two (Num 31:40)
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Numbers
Cardinal Numbers 100+

One Hundred מֵאָה

Two Hundred מָאתַ.יִם
Three Hundred שְׁלשֹׁ מֵאוֹת

One Thousand א.ֶלֶף
Two Thousand אַלְפַּ.יִם
Three Thousand שְׁלֹשֶׁת אֲלָפִים

Ten Thousand רְבָבָה

Twenty Thousand רִבּוֹת.ַיִם
Thirty Thousand שְׁלשֹׁ רִבּוֹת
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Numbers
Ordinal Numbers

Masculine Feminine

First רִאשׁוֹן רִאשׁוֹנָה

Second שֵׁנִי שֵׁנִית

Third שְׁלִישִׁי שְׁלִישִׁית

Fourth רְבִיעִי רְבִיעִית

Fifth חֲמִישִׁי חֲמִישִׁית

Sixth שִׁשִּׁי שִׁשִּׁית

Seventh שְׁבִיעִי שְׁבִיעִית

Eighth שְׁמִינִי שְׁמִינִית

Ninth תְּשִׁיעִי תְּשִׁיעִית

Tenth עֲשִׂירִי עֲשִׂירִית

בַּיּוֹם הָרִאשׁוֹן on the first day (Lev 23:7)

בַּיּוֹם הַשְּׁבִיעִי on the seventh day (Gen 2:2)
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Introduction to Verbs
Verbal Root and Derived Forms

Root

מלך

Nouns Verb

מֶ.לךֶ king מלָךַ to reign

מלַכְָּה queen

מלַכְוּת kingdom
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Introduction to Verbs
Person, Gender, and Number

In Hebrew, most verb forms have person, gender, and
number as in כּ>תְבָה (she wrote) and ָּבְת ,Person .(you wrote) כָּתַ.

gender, and number are indicated in Hebrew by distinct
preformatives and sufformatives.

Person First I, we
Second you
Third he, she, it, they

Gender Masculine referring to masculine subjects
Feminine referring to feminine subjects
Common referring to masculine or feminine subjects

Number Singular referring to one person or thing
Plural referring to more than one person or thing
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Introduction to Verbs
Verbal Stems: Names and Spelling

In the Hebrew verbal system, there are seven major stems.
The Qal stem is the basic or simple verbal stem. From the

Qal stem all other verbal stems are formed. For this reason,
the Niphal through Hithpael stems are called “derived”

stems, because their forms are derived or based
on the Qal stem.

English Hebrew Spelling
Spelling Spelling Diagnostics

Qal ➣ קַל unaugmented

Niphal ➣ נִפְעַל prefix; Pathach stem vowel נִ

Piel ➣ פִּעֵל Hireq-Tsere vowel pattern

Pual ➣ פֻּעַל Qibbuts-Pathach vowel pattern

Hiphil ➣ הִפְעִיל prefix; Hireq Yod stem vowel הִ

Hophal ➣ הָפְעַל prefix; Pathach stem vowel הָ

Hithpael ➣ הִתְפַּעֵל prefix; Tsere stem vowel הִת
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Introduction to Verbs
Verbal Stems: Meaning

a

Qal Simple/Active. Qal verbs are primarily active in
voice. The Qal stem exhibits simple action.

Niphal Simple/Passive or Reflexive. The Niphal is the
passive (or reflexive) of the Qal. It is used to
express simple action with either a passive or
reflexive voice.

Piel Intensive/Active. The Piel stem is sometimes
used to express an intensive type of action with
an active voice.

Pual Intensive/Passive. The Pual is the passive of the
Piel. The Pual stem is used to express an
intensive type of action with a passive voice.

Hiphil Causative/Active. The Hiphil stem is used to
express causative action with an active voice.

Hophal Causative/Passive. The Hophal is the passive of
the Hiphil. The Hophal stem is used to express
causative action with a passive voice.

Hithpael Intensive/Reflexive. The Hithpael stem is used
to express an intensive type of action with a
reflexive (or passive) voice.
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Introduction to Verbs
Summary: Stem Meaning and Translation

Simple Intensive Causative
Action Action Action

Active Voice Qal Piel Hiphil

Passive Voice Niphal Pual Hophal

Reflexive Voice Niphal Hithpael

Form Translation

Qal שָׁמַע he heard

Niphal נִשְׁמַע he was heard

Piel שִׁבֵּר he smashed into pieces

Pual שֻׁבַּר he (it) was smashed into pieces

Hiphil הִמְלִיךְ he made (someone) king

Hophal הָמְלַךְ he was made king

Hithpael הִתְחַבֵּא he hid himself
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Introduction to Verbs
Eight Basic Verbal Conjugations

Perfect Completed Action. The Perfect aspect denotes completed
action, whether in the past, present, or future.

Imperfect Incomplete Action. The Imperfect aspect denotes incomplete
action, whether in the past, present, or future.

Imperative 2nd Person Volitional. The Imperative is used primarily to
express direct commands, demanding immediate action from
the one being addressed.

Cohortative 1st Person Volitional. The Cohortative is used to express a
wish, request, or command. It may also be used to express
purpose (in order to) or result (resulting in).

Jussive 3rd Person Volitional. The Jussive conjugation is also used to
express some type of mild command or strong wish.

Infinitive Verbal Noun. Among is several uses, the Infinitive Construct
can function much like an English Infinitive, usually
translated with the preposition “to” plus a verb as in “to
study” or “to learn.”

Infinitive Verbal Noun. The Hebrew Infinitive Absolute has no real
English counterpart. It may be used in conjunction with other
verbs to emphasize or intensify the verbal action. It may also
be used in the place of an Imperative to express a command.

Participle Verbal Adjective. Verbally, the Participle expresses some
type of verbal action such as “studying” or “learning.”
Adjectivally, it is used much like a Hebrew adjective:
attributively, predicatively, or substantively.
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Introduction to Verbs
Summary: Roots, Stems and Conjugations

Root

Perfect
Imperfect

Imperative
Cohortative

Jussive
Inf Construct
Inf Absolute

Participle

 Verbal Conjugations

 Derived Stems

קטל

Qal Stem

Hithpael

הָקְטַלהִתְקַטֵּל
Hiphil

הִקְטִיל
HophalPual

קֻטַּל
Piel

קִטֵּל
Niphal

נִקְטַל

קָטַל
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Jussive
Inf Construct
Inf Absolute
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Introduction to Verbs
Stong and Weak Verb Classification

Hebrew verbs are classified as either strong or weak. Strong
verbs have no weak consonants. Weak verbs have at least

one weak root consonant. The weak consonants are the
gutturals and ר. The consonants י and נ are considered weak
when they appear as the first consonant of the verbal root in

certain conjugations. Biconsonantal and Geminate verbal
roots are also considered to be weak.

I-Guttural עָמַד guttural in first root position

II-Guttural גָּאַל guttural in second root position

III-ע/ח בָּרַח in third root position ע or ח

III-א מָצאָ in third root position א

III-ה בָּנָה in third root position ה

I-י יָשַׁב in first root position י

I-נ נָפַל in first root position נ

Doubly Weak עָלָה I-Guttural and III-ה (as one example)

Biconsonantal קָם only two root consonants

Geminate סָבבַ identical second and third consonants
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Introduction to Verbs
Word Order in a Verbal Sentence

Normal word order for a verbal sentence is
verb-subject-object.

בָּרָא אֱלֹהִים אֵת הַשָּׁמַיִם וְאֵת הָאָרֶץ

God created the heavens and the earth.
(Gen 1:1)

It is not uncommon for the direct object to stand
at the beginning of a sentence
for the purpose of emphasis.

אֶת–יְהוָה אֱלֹהֶיךָ תִּירָא

Yahweh your God you shall fear.
(Deut 10:20)
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Introduction to Verbs
Parsing Hebrew Verbs

Parsing is the process of identifying a verb’s stem,
conjugation, person, gender, number, and lexical form or

verbal root. Note the following example.

נִשְׁמַע 

Niphal Perfect 3ms from שָׁמַע

The lexical form of most triconsonantal verbs is the
Qal Perfect 3ms. Only Biconsonantal verbs have
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Qal Perfect: Strong
Introduction to the Qal Stem

Qal stem verbs are active in voice with simple or unnuanced
action. The simple action of the Qal stem is further divided
into transitive, intransitive, and stative.

–––  Transitive  –––
Transitive verbs can take a direct object. In the example
“the prophet wrote the book,” the verb “wrote” is transitive
because it can take a direct object. In this example, the
word “book” is the direct object of the verb “wrote” because
it receives the verbal action.

–––  Intransitive  –––
Intransitive verbs cannot take a direct object. In the example
“the king perished in the battle,” the verb “perished” cannot
take a direct object.

–––  Stative  –––
Stative verbs are used to describe a state of being. In the
example “the priest is old,” the verbal construction “is old”
describes the state or condition of the subject (the priest).
In English, a stative (or state-of-being) idea is expressed
with a form of the verb “to be” (is) and an adjective (old).
In Hebrew, a stative idea is expressed with various verbs,
such as כָּבֵד (to be heavy) and קָטֹן (to be small). Most stative
verbs are considered to be intransitive.
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Qal Perfect: Strong
Introduction to the Perfect Conjugation

The Perfect conjugation is used to express a completed
action or a state of being, whether in the past,

present, or future.

The Perfect conjugation is sometimes called the “suffix”
conjugation because different inflectional endings or

sufformatives are added to the verbal stem in
order to indicate person, gender,

and number.

In Hebrew, Perfect verbs are most often translated by
the English past tense (I wrote) of the present

perfect tense (I have written).
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Qal Perfect: Strong
Strong Verb Paradigm

Perfect Perfect Translation
Sufformative Paradigm

3ms קָטַל he killed

3fs לָה ק,טְלָה she killed

2ms לתָּ קָטַ.לתְָּ you killed

2fs לתְּ קָטַלתְְּ you killed

1cs לתִּי קָטַ.לתְִּי I killed

3cp לוּ ק,טְלוּ they killed

2mp לתֶּם קְטַלתְֶּם you killed

2fp לתֶּן קְטַלתְֶּן you killed

1cp לנוּ קָטַ.לנְוּ we killed

BBH 13.5  141
55



Qal Perfect: Strong
Other Qal Perfect Strong Verbs

יָשַׁב זָכַר כָּתַב שָׁמַר קָבַץ
to dwell to remember to write to keep to gather

3ms יָשׁבַ זָכרַ כָּתבַ שָׁמרַ קבָץַ

3fs י>שְׁבָה כְרָה ז> כּ>תְבָה שׁ,מְרָה בְצָה ק,

2ms ַבתְָּ יָשׁ. רְתָּ זָכַ. בתְָּ כָּתַ. ַרְתָּ שָׁמ. צתְָּ קָבַ.

2fs יָשַׁבתְְּ זָכַרְתְּ כָּתַבתְְּ שָׁמַרְתְּ קָבַצתְְּ

1cs ַבתְִּי יָשׁ. רְתִּי זָכַ. בתְִּי כָּתַ. ַרְתִּי שָׁמ. צתְִּי קָבַ.

3cp י>שְׁבוּ ז>כְרוּ כּ>תְבוּ שׁ,מְרוּ ק,בְצוּ

2mp יְשַׁבתְֶּם זְכַרְתֶּם כְּתַבתְֶּם שְׁמַרְתֶּם קְבַצתְֶּם

2fp יְשַׁבתְֶּן זְכַרְתֶּן כְּתַבתְֶּן שְׁמַרְתֶּן קְבַצתְֶּן

1cp ַבנְוּ יָשׁ. ַרְנוּ זָכ. בנְוּ כָּתַ. ַרְנוּ שָׁמ. צנְוּ קָבַ.
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Qal Perfect: Strong
Verbal Roots Ending in ת

a

When a verbal root ending in ת receives a Perfect
sufformative beginning with ת, the two identical
consonants become one consonant with Daghesh

Forte (תת ➣ Five of the Perfect .(תּ 
sufformatives begin with ת.

כָּרַ.תתְָּ ➣ כָּרַ.תָּ 2ms you cut

כָּרַתתְְּ ➣ כָּרַתְּ 2fs you cut

כָּרַ.תתְִּי ➣ תִּי כָּרַ. 1cs I cut

כְּרַתתְֶּם ➣ כְּרַתֶּם 2mp you cut

כְּרַתתְֶּן ➣ כְּרַתֶּן 2fp you cut
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Qal Perfect: Strong
Verbal Roots Ending in נ

When a verbal root ending in נ receives a Perfect
sufformative beginning with נ, the two identical

consonants become one consonant with Daghesh Forte
➣ ננ) is the 1cp נ The only sufformative that begins with .(נּ 

of a verbal root may also assimilate into נ The final .(נוּ)
sufformatives ending in נת) ת ➣ .(תּ 

שָׁכ.ַננְוּ ➣ ַנוּּ שָׁכ. 1cp we dwelt

נָת.ַנתְִּי ➣ ַתִּי נָת. 1cs I gave
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Qal Perfect: Strong
Stative Verbs: Introduction

Stative verbs are classified by their stem vowel.
The stem vowel is the vowel that is associated with the second root

consonant. With strong verbs that are transitive, the stem
vowel is Pathach as in שָׁמַר ,קָטַל and זָכַר. With stative

verbs, the stem vowel is variable. There are three classes of
stative verb.

Pathach-Stative Tsere-Stative Holem-Stative

גָּדלַ to be great כָּבדֵ to be heavy קָטןֹ to be small

חָכםַ to be wise זָקןֵ to be old יָכלֹ to be able
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Qal Perfect: Strong
Stative Verbs: Qal Perfect Paradigms

The differences in the spelling of stative verbs, compared
to the Qal Perfect strong verb, are indicated in red.

Pathach- Tsere- Holem-
Stative Stative Stative

3ms גָּדַל כָּבדֵ קָטןֹ

3fs גּ>דְלָה בְדָה כּ> ק,טְנָה

2ms גָּדַ.לְתָּ כָּבַ.דְתָּ קָטֹ.נְתָּ

2fs גָּדַלְתְּ כָּבַדְתְּ קָטנְֹתְּ

1cs גָּדַ.לְתִּי כָּב.ַדְתִּי קָט.ֹנְתִּי

3cp גּ>דְלוּ כּ>בְדוּ ק,טְנוּ

2mp גְּדַלְתֶּם כְּבַדְתֶּם קְטנְָתֶּם

2fp גְּדַלְתֶּן כְּבַדְתֶּן קְטנְָתּןֶ
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Qal Perfect: Strong
Stative Verbs: Corresponding Adjectives

Stative verbs are closely related to
corresponding adjectives. For example, the form זָקֵן is either

the Qal Perfect 3ms stative verb (he is old) or the ms
adjective (old).

Stative Verb Adjective
Qal Perfect 3ms Masculine Singular

כָּבֵד it is heavy כָּבֵד heavy

מָלֵא it is full מָלֵא full

טָמֵא it is unclean טָמֵא unclean

The difference between the two is that one is inflected as a
verb and the other as an adjective.
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Qal Perfect: Strong
Parsing

The parsing of Perfect verbs requires the identification of the
verbal stem, conjugation, person, gender, number, and verbal root.
When parsing, give the required information in the proper

order as the following examples illustrate.

זָכַ.רְתִּי Qal Perfect 1cs זָכַר

שָׁמ.ַרְתְּ Qal Perfect 2fs שָׁמַר
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Qal Perfect: Strong
The Negative Particle לֹא

Perfect verbs are negated
with the particle לֹא, usually translated “not.”

The negative particle may also be spelled לוֹא. It is always
placed immediately before the verb that it governs.

לֹא שְׁמַרְתֶּם אֶת–הַתּוֹרוֹת
You did not observe the laws.

לֹא זָכַ.רְתָּ אֶת–הַבְּרִית
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Qal Perfect: Weak
I-Guttural, II-Guttural and III-ע/ח Verbs

I-Guttural II-Guttural III-ע/ח Strong

3ms עָמַד בָּחַר שָׁמַע קָטַל

3fs ע>מְדָה חרֲָה בּ> שׁ,מְעָה ק,טְלָה

2ms עָמַ.דְתָּ בָּח.ַרְתָּ שָׁמַ.עְתָּ קָטַ.לְתָּ

2fs עָמַדְתְּ בָּחַרְתְּ עתְַּ שָׁמַ. קָטַלְתְּ

1cs עָמַ.דְתִּי בָּחַ.רְתִּי שָׁמַ.עְתִּי קָטַ.לְתִּי

3cp ע>מְדוּ חרֲוּ בּ> שׁ,מְעוּ ק,טְלוּ

2mp עמֲַדְתֶּם בְּחַרְתֶּם שְׁמַעְתֶּם קְטַלְתֶּם

2fp עמֲַדְתֶּן בְּחַרְתֶּן שְׁמַעְתֶּן קְטַלְתֶּן

1cp עָמַ.דְנוּ בָּח.ַרְנוּ שָׁמַ.עְנוּ קָטַ.לְנוּ
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Qal Perfect: Weak
Hateph Pathach in I-Guttural and II-Guttural Verbs

In certain forms of the I-Guttural and II-Guttural
paradigms, Hateph Pathach appears under the guttural

consonant instead of Vocal Shewa. This spelling change is
caused by the fact that gutturals cannot take Vocal Shewa.

I-Guttural II-Guttural

2mp עמֲַדְתֶּם 3fs חרֲָה בּ>

2fp עמֲַדְתֶּן 3cp חרֲוּ בּ>
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Qal Perfect: Weak
III-א Verbs

III-א Strong

3ms מָצאָ קָטַל

3fs מ,צְאָה ק,טְלָה

2ms מָצָ.אתָ קָטַ.לְתָּ

2fs מָצאָת קָטַלְתְּ

1cs מָצָ.אתִי קָטַ.לְתִּי

3cp מ,צְאוּ ק,טְלוּ

2mp מְצאָתֶם קְטַלְתֶּם

2fp מְצאָתֶן קְטַלְתֶּן

1cp מָצָ.אנוּ קָטַ.לְנוּ
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Qal Perfect: Weak
The Spelling of III-א Verbs

With III-א verbs, the א is silent in every form.
III-א verbs exhibit the following pattern in

the 3ms, which is also the lexical form.

Qal Perfect 3ms
III-א

צאָ מָ

1. The stem vowel is Qamets in every form except 3fs and 3cp.

2. The expected Silent Shewa under the third root consonant
of many of the inflected forms is absent (as in ָמָצָ.את).

3. The Daghesh Lene, normally present in the initial
consonant of the five sufformatives beginning with a ת, is
absent. For example, the 1cs sufformative תִּי has become תִי.
This loss of the Daghesh Lene is occasioned by the
quiescing of the א in pronunciation. When this happens, the
is preceded by a vowel sound and, therefore, loses the ת
Daghesh Lene.
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Qal Perfect: Weak
III-ה Verbs

III-ה Strong

3ms בָּנהָ קָטַל

3fs נְתָה בּ> ק,טְלָה

2ms ִ.יתָ בָּנ קָטַ.לְתָּ

2fs בָּניִת קָטַלְתְּ

1cs ִ.יתִי בָּנ קָטַ.לְתִּי

3cp בָּנוּ ק,טְלוּ

2mp בְּניִתֶם קְטַלְתֶּם

2fp בְּניִתֶן קְטַלְתֶּן

1cp ִ.ינוּ בָּנ קָטַ.לְנוּ
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Qal Perfect: Weak
The Spelling of III-ה Verbs

The vowel pattern learned for III-א weak verbs in the 3ms
is the same for III-ה verbs. The irregularities in the

paradigm of this weak verb are occasioned by
the loss of the final ה in every form.

Qal Perfect 3ms
III-א/III-ה

צאָ בּנָהָ/מָ

1. The ה in the 3ms form (בָּנָה) is not the third root consonant
but a vowel letter used for the final vowel of this form.

2. Note the ת in the 3fs form (נְתָה will distinguish ת This .(בּ,
the 3fs from the 3ms.

3. In all second and first person forms, both singular and
plural, the stem vowel is Hireq Yod (for example, ָית It is .(בָּנִ<
helpful to understand that III-ה verbs were originally III-י
and the stem vowel of a form like ָבָּנִ<ית is “reminiscent” of
the original consonant in third root position. In the Qal
conjugation, therefore, the diagnostic Hireq Yod stem
vowel will help to identify the III-ה class of verbs.

4. Lastly, as in the III-א paradigm, the Daghesh Lene in the
sufformatives beginning with ת is absent.
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Qal Perfect: Weak
Doubly Weak Verbs

III-ה/ III-ה/ Strong
II-Gutt I-Gutt Verb

3ms רָאהָ עָלהָ קָטַל

3fs רָאתֲָה ע,לתְָה ק,טְלָה

2ms ִיתָ רָא. יתָ עָלִ. קָטַ.לְתָּ

2fs רָאִית עָלִית קָטַלְתְּ

1cs רָא.ִיתִי עָלִ.יתִי קָטַ.לְתִּי

3cp רָאוּ עָלוּ ק,טְלוּ

2mp רְאִיתֶם עלֲִיתֶם קְטַלְתֶּם

2fp רְאִיתֶן עלֲִיתֶן קְטַלְתֶּן

1cp רָא.ִינוּ עָלִ.ינוּ קָטַ.לְנוּ
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Qal Perfect: Weak
Geminate Verbs

Geminate Geminate Geminate Strong
Strong Weak 1 Weak 2 Verb

3ms סָבַב אָרַר תַּם קָטַל

3fs ס,בְבָה א,רְרָה ַמָּה תּ. ק,טְלָה

2ms סַבּ.וֹתָ אָר.וֹתָ וֹתָ תַּמּ. קָטַ.לְתָּ

2fs סַבּוֹת אָרוֹת תַּמּוֹת קָטַלְתְּ

1cs סַבּ.וֹתִי אָר.וֹתִי וֹתיִ תַּמּ. קָטַ.לְתִּי

3cp ס,בְבוּ א,רְרוּ ַמּוּ תּ. ק,טְלוּ

2mp סַבּוֹתֶם אָרוֹתֶם תַּמּוֹתֶם קְטַלְתֶּם

2fp סַבּוֹתֶן אָרוֹתֶן תַּמּוֹתֶן קְטַלְתֶּן

1cp סַבּ.וֹנוּ אָר.וֹנוּ וֹנוּ תַּמּ. קָטַ.לְנוּ
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Qal Perfect: Weak
The Spelling of Geminate Verbs

סַבּ.וֹתָ

Loss of Holem Waw Assimilated
Daghesh Lene in Connecting Geminate

Sufformative Vowel Consonant

1. The verb אָרַר differs from סָבַב in one way. In the
second and first person forms, singular and plural, the
Geminate consonant of אָרַר rejects the Daghesh Forte
and the Pathach under the א becomes Qamets because
of compensatory lengthening (ָוֹת .(ארָ.

2. With תָּמַם the Geminate consonant has assimilated in
all forms and remains as a Daghesh Forte (except in the
3ms).
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Qal Perfect: Weak
Biconsonantal Verbs

Strong Strong Weak Strong

קוּם שִׂים בּוֹא Verb

3ms קָם שָׂם בָּא קָטַל

3fs ק.ָמָה שָׂ.מָה בּ.ָאָה ק,טְלָה

2ms ק.מְַתָּ שַׂ.מְתָּ בּ.ָאתָ קָטַ.לְתָּ

2fs קמְַתְּ שׂמְַתְּ בָּאת קָטַלְתְּ

1cs קַ.מְתִּי שׂ.ַמְתִּי בָּ.אתִי קָטַ.לְתִּי

3cp ק.ָמוּ מוּ שָׂ. בָּ.אוּ ק,טְלוּ

2mp קמְַתֶּם שַׂמְתֶּם בּאָתֶם קְטַלְתֶּם

2fp קמְַתֶּן שַׂמְתֶּן בּאָתֶן קְטַלְתֶּן

1cp ק.מְַנוּ שׂ.ַמְנוּ בָּ.אנוּ קָטַ.לְנוּ
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Qal Perfect: Weak
The Lexical Form of Biconsonantal Verbs

Biconsonantal verbs are composed of two consonants.
These verbs are also called “Hollow” or II-ו/י verbs.

קָם he arose

שָׂם he set

בָּא  he entered

The lexical or dictionary form of a Biconsonantal verb is
not the Qal Perfect 3ms form. These verbs are listed in
the lexicon under their Infinitive Construct forms with

the vowel letter of their respective classes
(Shureq, Hireq Yod, or Holem Waw).

Qal Perfect Lexical Form
3ms (Infinitive Construct)

קָם קוּם
שָׂם שִׂים
בָּא בּוֹא
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Qal Perfect: Weak
Verbs with Only Two Root Consonants in

Certain Inflected Forms: Paradigms

III-ה Geminate Biconsonantal

3ms בָּנהָ סָבַב קָם

3fs נְתָה בּ> ס,בְבָה ק.ָמָה

2ms ִ.יתָ בָּנ סַבּ.וֹתָ ק.מְַתָּ

2fs בָּניִת סַבּוֹת קמְַתְּ

1cs ִ.יתִי בָּנ סַבּ.וֹתִי קַ.מְתִּי

3cp בָּנוּ ס,בְבוּ ק.ָמוּ

2mp בְּניִתֶם סַבּוֹתֶם קמְַתֶּם

2fp בְּניִתֶן סַבּוֹתֶן קמְַתֶּן

1cp ִ.ינוּ בָּנ סַבּ.וֹנוּ ק.מְַנוּ
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Qal Perfect: Weak
Verbs with Only Two Root Consonants in

Certain Inflected Forms: Identification

1. With III-ה verbs, all second and first person forms have a
Hireq Yod stem vowel (ָית.ִ verbs ה-Remember that III .(בָּנ
were originally III-י and the Hireq Yod is “diagnostic” for this
weak verb class in the Perfect. Identification of the 3ms (בָּנָה)
and 3fs (ה נְתָ forms should present little difficulty. Only the (בּ>
3cp form (ּבָּנו) will be a challenge.

2. With Geminate verbs, all second and first person forms have
a Holem Waw connecting vowel (ָוֹת The Daghesh Forte .(סַבּ.
in the second root consonant also distinguishes this weak
verb class. The third person forms retain all three root letters
בְבוּ ,ס,בְבָה ,סָבַב) .and inflect like the strong verb (ס,

3. With Biconsonantal verbs, there is no distinguishing stem
vowel or connecting vowel. However, the Pathach under the
first root consonant in all second and first person forms will
help in the identification of this weak verb class. In the 3cp
form (ּק.ָמו), the position of the accent distinguishes it from the
III-3 הcp form (ּבָּנו).
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Qal Perfect: Weak
The Verbs נָתַן and הָיָה

נָתַן הָיָה Strong
to give to be Verb

3ms נָתַן הָיָה קָטַל

3fs נ>תְנָה יתְָה ה> ק,טְלָה

2ms נָתַ.תָּ ִיתָ הָי< קָטַ.לְתָּ

2fs נָתַ.תְּ הָייִת קָטַלְתְּ

1cs י תִּ נָתַ. הָי<ִיתִי קָטַ.לְתִּי

3cp נ>תְנוּ הָיוּ ק,טְלוּ

2mp נְתַתֶּם הֱייִתֶם קְטַלְתֶּם

2fp ן נְתַתֶּ היֱיִתֶן קְטַלְתֶּן

1cp ַנוּּ נָת. הָי<ִינוּ קָטַ.לְנוּ
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Qal Perfect: Weak
The Verbs יָרֵא and מוּת

יָרֵא מוּת Strong
to be afraid to die Verb

3ms יָרֵא מֵת קָטַל

3fs י>רְאָה מֵ.תָה ק,טְלָה

2ms יָרֵ.אתָ מַ.תָּה קָטַ.לְתָּ

2fs יָרֵ.את מַתְּ קָטַלְתְּ

1cs יָרֵ.אתִי מַ.תִּי קָטַ.לְתִּי

3cp י>רְאוּ מֵ.תוּ ק,טְלוּ

2mp יְרֵאתֶם מַתֶּם קְטַלְתֶּם

2fp יְרֵאתֶן מַתֶּן קְטַלְתֶּן
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Qal Imperfect: Strong
Introduction to the Imperfect Conjugation

The Imperfect conjugation is used to express an incomplete
action, whether in the past, present, or future.

The Imperfect conjugation is sometimes called the “prefix”
conjugation because different inflectional prefixes or

preformatives are added to the verbal stem in
order to indicate person, gender,

and number.

Imperfect verbs are most often tranlated by the English
future tense or present tense.
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Qal Imperfect: Strong
Strong Verb Paradigm

Suffor- Imperfect Prefor- Translation
mative Paradigm mative

3ms יִקְטֹל יִ he will kill

3fs תִּקְטֹל תִּ she will kill

2ms תִּקְטֹל תִּ you (ms) will kill

2fs בִי תִּקְטְלִי תִּ you (fs) will kill

1cs אֶקְטֹל אֶ I will kill

3mp וּ יִקְטְלוּ יִ they (mp) will kill

3fp נָה תִּקְט.ֹלנְָה תִּ they (fp) will kill

2mp וּ תִּקְטְלוּ תִּ you (mp) will kill

2fp נָה תִּקְט.ֹלנְָה תִּ you (fp) will kill
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1cp נִקְטֹל נִ we will kill
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Qal Imperfect: Strong
Diagnostics and Notes

The following graphic identifies the preformative and
stem vowel that are diagnostic for most forms of

the Qal Imperfect strong verb.

Qal Imperfect
Strong Verb

קְטלֹ יִ
1. In the Qal strong verb, all preformative consonants have

Hireq, except the 1cs form which has Seghol (אֶקְטֹל).

2. The stem vowel is Holem, except in those forms that have
sufformatives that consist of a vowel (2fs, 3mp, and 2mp). In
these forms, the Holem stem vowel reduces to Vocal Shewa.

3. Two sets of forms are identical in the Imperfect paradigm. In
each case, context must suggest the correct identification.

תִּקְטֹל both 3fs and 2ms (“she will kill” or “you will kill”)

תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה both 3fp and 2fp (“they will kill” or “you will kill”)
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Qal Imperfect: Strong
Other Imperfect Strong Verbs

זָכַר כָּתַב שָׁמַר קָבַץ
to remember to write to keep to gather

3ms יִזְכֹּר יִכְתֹּב יִשְׁמֹר יִקְבֹּץ

3fs תִּזְכֹּר תִּכְתֹּב תִּשְׁמֹר תִּקְבֹּץ

2ms תִּזְכֹּר תִּכְתֹּב תִּשְׁמֹר תִּקְבֹּץ

2fs תִּזְכְּרִי תִּכְתְּבִי תִּשְׁמְרִי תִּקְבְִּצִי

1cs אֶזְכֹּר אֶכְתֹּב אֶשְׁמֹר אֶקְבֹּץ

3mp יִזְכְּרוּ יִכְתְּבוּ יִשְׁמְרוּ יִקְבְּצוּ

3fp תִּזְכּ.ֹרְנָה תִּכְתּ.ֹבְנָה תִּשְׁמ.ֹרְנָה תִּקְבּ.ֹצְנָה

2mp תִּזְכְּרוּ תִּכְתְּבוּ תִּשְׁמְרוּ תִּקְבְּצוּ

2fp תִּזְכּ.ֹרְנָה תִּכְתּ.ֹבְנָה תִּשְׁמ.ֹרְנָה תִּקְבּ.ֹצְנָה

1cp נִזְכֹּר נִכְתֹּב נִשְׁמֹר נִקְבֹּץ
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Qal Imperfect: Strong
Stative Verbs

With the Imperfect inflection of stative verbs,
the stem vowel is Pathach regardless

of the stem vowel in the Perfect.

Perfect Imperfect

Pathach-Stative גָּדַל ➣ יִגְדַלּ
Tsere-Stative כָּבֵד ➣ יִכְבּדַ
Holem-Stative קָטֹן ➣ יִקְטןַ
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Qal Imperfect: Strong
Stative Verb Paradigms

גָּדַל כָּבֵד קָטֹן
Pathach Tsere Holem
Stative Stative Stative

3ms יִגְדּלַ יִכְבּדַ יִקְטןַ

3fs תִּגְדּלַ תִּכְבּדַ תִּקְטןַ

2ms תִּגְדּלַ תִּכְבּדַ תִּקְטןַ

2fs תִּגְדְּלִי תִּכְבְּדִי תִּקְטְנִי

1cs אֶגְדּלַ אֶכְבּדַ אֶקְטןַ

3mp יִגְדְּלוּ יִכְבְּדוּ יִקְטְנוּ

3fp תִּגְדּ.לְַנָה תִּכְבּ.דְַנָה תִּקְט.נַָּה

2mp תִּגְדְּלוּ תִּכְבְּדוּ תִּקְטְנוּ

2fp תִּגְדּ.לְַנָה תִּכְבּ.דְַנָה תִּקְט.נַָּה

1cp נִגְדּלַ נִכְבּדַ נִקְטןַ
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Qal Imperfect: Strong
Parsing

Parsing Imperfect verbs requires the identification of the
verbal stem, conjugation, person, gender, number, and

verbal root. When parsing, give the required information
in the proper order as the following examples illustrate.

יִשְׁמְעוּ Qal Imperfect 3mp שָׁמַע

יִמְלֹךְ Qal Imperfect 3ms מָלַךְ

BBH 15.8 171



Qal Imperfect: Strong
The Negative Particles לֹא and אַל

The Imperfect may be negated with לֹא. This negative
particle is always placed immediately before the verb.

It can negate the verb or it may be used with the Imperfect
for an absolute or permanent prohibition

as in the following examples.

לֹא תִּרְצָח
you shall not kill (Ex 20:13)

לֹא תִּנְאָף
you shall not commit adultery (Ex 20:14)

The Imperfect can also be negated with אַל. This negative
particle is used with the Imperfect to express an

immediate, specific, and non-durative prohibition.

אַל–תִּירָא
Do not fear! (Gen 15:1)

אַל–תִּשְׁמְעוּ אֶל–דִּבְרֵי נְבִיאֵיכֶם 
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
II-Guttural and III-ע/ח Verbs

II-Guttural III-ע/ח Strong

3ms יִבְחרַ יִשְׁלחַ יִקְטֹל

3fs תִּבְחרַ תִּשְׁלחַ תִּקְטֹל

2ms תִּבְחרַ תִּשְׁלחַ תִּקְטֹל

2fs תִּבְחֲרִי תִּשְׁלְחִי תִּקְטְלִי

1cs אֶבְחרַ אֶשְׁלחַ אֶקְטֹל

3mp יִבְחֲרוּ יִשְׁלְחוּ יִקְטְלוּ

3fp תִּבְח.רְַנָה תִּשְׁל.חְַנָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

2mp תִּבְחֲרוּ תִּשְׁלְחוּ תִּקְטְלוּ

2fp תִּבְח.רְַנָה תִּשְׁל.חְַנָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

1cp נִבְחרַ נִשְׁלחַ קְטֹל נִ

BBH 16.2-3 173



Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Spelling of II-Guttural and III-ע/ח Verbs

Gutturals prefer a-type vowels. Because of this preference,
the stem vowel in II-Guttural and III-ע/ח verbs is Pathach,

not Holem as in the strong verb paradigm.

יִבְחרַ
יִשְׁלחַ

Gutturals cannot take Vocal Shewa, but take reduced
(Hateph) vowels. In II-Guttural verbs, therefore, the Vocal

Shewa changes to Hateph Pathach in the 2fs, 3mp, and
2mp forms.

תִּבְחֲרִי
יִבְחרֲוּ
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
III-א Verbs

III-א Strong

3ms יִמְצאָ יִקְטלֹ

3fs תִּמְצאָ תִּקְטֹל

2ms תִּמְצאָ תִּקְטֹל

2fs תִּמְצְאִי תִּקְטְלִי

1cs אֶמְצאָ אֶקְטלֹ

3mp יִמְצְאוּ יִקְטְלוּ

3fp תִּמְצ.אֶנָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

2mp תִּמְצְאוּ תִּקְטְלוּ

2fp תִּמְצ.אֶנָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

1cp נִמְצאָ קְטֹל נִ
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Spelling of III-א Verbs

Most of the changes that take place in the Imperfect of this
weak verb class result from the fact that the א in third root

position is quiescent. This quiescent א causes the stem
vowel to change from Pathach to Qamets in

most forms of the paradigm.

יִמְצאָ
תִּמְצאָ
אֶמְצאָ

The identical 3fp and 2fp forms exhibit an unexpected
Seghol stem vowel. This variation is unusual but should
pose no difficulty for the identification of these forms.

תִּמְצ.אֶנָה
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
III-ה Verbs

III-ה Strong

3ms יִבְנהֶ יִקְטֹל

3fs תִּבְנהֶ תִּקְטֹל

2ms תִּבְנהֶ תִּקְטֹל

2fs תִּבְנִי תִּקְטְלִי

1cs אֶבְנהֶ אֶקְטֹל

3mp יִבְנוּ יִקְטְלוּ

3fp ֶ.ינָה תִּבְנ תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

2mp תִּבְנוּ תִּקְטְלוּ

2fp ֶ.ינָה תִּבְנ תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

1cp נִבְנהֶ קְטֹל נִ
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Spelling of III-ה Verbs

Imperfect III-ה verbs have the בֶה ending in those
forms without a sufformative.

יִבְנהֶ
אֶבְנהֶ

Imperfect III-ה verbs with a sufformative
don’t have the final ה.

יִבְנוּ
תִּבְנוּ

The identical 3fp and 2fp forms exhibit a Seghol Yod stem
vowel. This variation is unusual but should pose no

difficulty for the identification of these forms.
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
I-Guttural Verbs

I-Guttural I-Guttural
Type 1 Type 2 Strong

3ms יחֶזֱקַ יעֲַמדֹ יִקְטֹל

3fs תֶּחזֱקַ תַּעֲמדֹ תִּקְטֹל

2ms תֶּחזֱקַ תַּעֲמדֹ תִּקְטֹל

2fs תֶּחזְֶקִי תַּעמְַדִי תִּקְטְלִי

1cs אֶחזֱקַ אֶעֱמדֹ אֶקְטֹל

3mp יחֶזְֶקוּ יַעמְַדוּ יִקְטְלוּ

3fp תּחֱֶזַ<קְנָה תַּעֲמ.דְֹנָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

2mp תּחֶזְֶקוּ תַּעמְַדוּ תִּקְטְלוּ

2fp תּחֱֶזַ<קְנָה תַּעֲמ.דְֹנָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

1cp נחֶזֱקַ נעֲַמדֹ קְטֹל נִ
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Spelling of I-Guttural Verbs

Based on their stem vowels, there are two types of
I-Guttural weak verb in the Imperfect. Type 1 verbs have  a

Pathach stem vowel, a Seghol preformative vowel, and a
Hateph Seghol under the Guttural consonant in first root

position.

יחֱֶזקַ

Type 2 verbs have a Holem stem vowel, a Pathach
preformative vowel and, a Hateph Pathach under the

Guttural consonant in first root position.
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
I-א Verbs

I-א I-א
Type 1 Type 2 Strong

3ms יאֶסֱרֹ יאֹמַר יִקְטֹל

3fs תֶּאסֱרֹ תּאֹמרַ תִּקְטֹל

2ms תֶּאסֱרֹ תּאֹמרַ תִּקְטֹל

2fs תַּאסְַרִי תּאֹמְרִי תִּקְטְלִי

1cs אֶאסֱרֹ אֹמרַ אֶקְטֹל

3mp יאַסְַרוּ יאֹמְרוּ יִקְטְלוּ

3fp תּאֱֶס.רְֹנָה תֹּאמ.רְַנָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

2mp תַּאסְַרוּ תּאֹמְרוּ תִּקְטְלוּ

2fp תּאֱֶס.רְֹנָה תֹּאמ.רְַנָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

1cp נֶאסֱרֹ נאֹמרַ קְטֹל נִ
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Spelling of I-א Verbs

There are two types of I-א verb in the Imperfect. The Type
1 class inflects like the Type 1 class of

I-Guttural verbs (ַיחֶזֱק).

יאֶסֱֹר

Type 2 verbs of the I-א class have a Holem preformative
vowel and a Pathach stem vowel. The א is quiescent in

each form of the paradigm.
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
Geminate Verbs

Geminate Alternate Geminate
Type 1 Type 1 Type 2 Strong

3ms יָסֹב יִסֹּב יֵתַם יִקְטֹל

3fs תָּסֹב תִּסֹּב תֵּתַם תִּקְטֹל

2ms תָּסֹב תִּסֹּב תֵּתַם תִּקְטֹל

2fs תָּסֹ.בִּי תִּסֹּ.בִּי תֵּתַ.מִּי תִּקְטְלִי

1cs אָסֹב אֶסֹּב אֵתַם אֶקְטֹל

3mp יָס.ֹבּוּ יִסּ.ֹבּוּ מּוּ יֵתַ. יִקְטְלוּ

3fp תְּסֻבּ.ֶינָה תְּסֻבּ.ֶינָה תְּתַמּ.ֶינָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

2mp תָּס.ֹבּוּ תִּסּ.ֹבּוּ מּוּ תֵּתַ. תִּקְטְלוּ

2fp תְּסֻבּ.ֶינָה תְּסֻבּ.ֶינָה תְּתַמּ.ֶינָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

1cp נָסֹב נִסֹּב נֵתַם קְטֹל נִ
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Spelling of Geminate Verbs

Type 1 Qal Imperfect Geminate verbs have a Holem stem
vowel and either a Qamets or Hireq preformative vowel

(Vocal Shewa in the two fp forms).

יסָֹב
יסִֹּב

Type 2 Qal Imperfect Geminate verbs have a Pathach stem
vowel and a Tsere preformative vowel (Vocal Shewa

in the two fp forms).
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Classification of Biconsonantal Verbs

Biconsonantal verbs are composed of two rather than
three root consonants. You will recall that this weak verb

class is sometimes designated II-ו/י. It should be clear
from the chart below why this weak class has been called

II-ו/י. With the Imperfect and related conjugations, a
medial vowel letter is found in every form. In the

Imperfect, these Biconsonantal or II-ו/י verbs are further
classified by their medial vowel letter.

Qal Qal Lexical
Perfect 3ms Imperfect 3ms Entry

Class וּ קָם יָקוּם קוּם
he arose he will arise to arise

Class בִי שָׂם יָשִׂים שִׂים
he placed he will place to place

Class וֹ בָּא יָבוֹא בּוֹא
he entered he will enter to enter
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
Biconsonantal Verbs

Class וּ Class בִי Class וֹ

קוּם שִׂים בּוֹא Strong

3ms יקָוּם יָשִׂים יָבוֹא יִקְטֹל

3fs תָּקוּם תָּשִׂים תָּבוֹא תִּקְטֹל

2ms תָּקוּם תָּשִׂים תָּבוֹא תִּקְטֹל

2fs תָּק.וּמִי ִימִי תָּשׂ. תָּב.וֹאִי תִּקְטְלִי

1cs אָקוּם אָשִׂים אָבוֹא אֶקְטֹל

3mp יקָ.וּמוּ יָשׂ.ִימוּ יָב.וֹאוּ יִקְטְלוּ

3fp תְּקוּמֶ.ינָה תְּשִׂימ.ֶינָה וֹאנָה תָּב. תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

2mp תּקָ.וּמוּ תָּשׂ.ִימוּ תָּב.וֹאוּ תִּקְטְלוּ

2fp תְּקוּמֶ.ינָה תְּשִׂימ.ֶינָה וֹאנָה תָּב. תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

1cp נקָוּם נשִָׂים נָבוֹא קְטֹל נִ

BBH 16.14-15  186
73



Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Spelling of Biconsonantal Verbs

In all forms (except 3fp and 2fp) and in each of the three
classes, the preformative vowel is Qamets.

יקָוּם
יָשִׂים
יָבוֹא

The stem vowel in each form is
determined by the Biconsonantal sub-class:

Shureq, Hireq Yod, or Holem Waw.

יקָוּם
יָשִׂים
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
I-י Verbs

Type 1 הָלַךְ Type 2 Strong

3ms ישֵֵׁב ילֵךְֵ ייִרַשׁ יִקְטֹל

3fs תּשֵֵׁב תּלֵךְֵ תִּירַשׁ תִּקְטֹל

2ms תּשֵֵׁב תּלֵךְֵ תִּירַשׁ תִּקְטֹל

2fs תּשְֵׁבִי תּלְֵכִי תִּירְשִׁי תִּקְטְלִי

1cs אשֵֵׁב אלֵךְֵ אִירַשׁ אֶקְטֹל

3mp ישְֵׁבוּ ילְֵכוּ ייִרְשׁוּ יִקְטְלוּ

3fp תֵּשַׁ.בְנָה תּלֵַ.כְנָה שׁנְָה תִּירַ. תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

2mp תּשְֵׁבוּ תּלְֵכוּ תִּירְשׁוּ תִּקְטְלוּ

2fp תֵּשַׁ.בְנָה תּלֵַ.כְנָה שׁנְָה תִּירַ. תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

1cp נשֵֵׁב נלֵךְֵ נִירַשׁ קְטֹל נִ
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Spelling of I-י Verbs

With Type 1 Qal Imperfect I-י verbs, the first consonant of
the verbal root drops in every form and the preformative
vowel is Tsere. The stem vowel is variable between Tsere

and Pathach.

ישֵֵׁב
ישְֵׁבוּ
נשֵֵׁב

With Type 2 Qal Imperfect I-י verbs, the initial י of the
verbal root is seemingly preserved as the vowel letter

Hireq Yod and the stem vowel is Pathach.

ייִרַשׁ
ייִרְשׁוּ
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
I-נ Verbs

Type 1 Type 2 Doubly Weak Strong

3ms יִפּלֹ יִסּעַ יִנחְלַ יִקְטֹל

3fs תִּפּלֹ תִּסּעַ תִּנְחלַ תִּקְטֹל

2ms תִּפּלֹ תִּסּעַ תִּנְחלַ תִּקְטֹל

2fs תִּפּלְִי תִּסְעִי תִּנְחלֲִי תִּקְטְלִי

1cs אֶפּלֹ אֶסּעַ אֶנְחלַ אֶקְטלֹ

3mp יִפּלְוּ יִסְעוּ יִנְחלֲוּ יִקְטְלוּ

3fp תִּפֹּ.לְנָה תִּסַּ.עְנָה תִּנְח.לְַנָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

2mp תִּפּלְוּ תִּסְעוּ תִּנְחלֲוּ תִּקְטְלוּ

2fp תִּפֹּ.לְנָה תִּסַּ.עְנָה תִּנְח.לְַנָה תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

1cp נִפּלֹ נִסּעַ נִנְחלַ קְטֹל נִ

BBH 16.18-19  190
75



Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Spelling of I-נ Verbs

There are two types of I-נ verbs. Type 1 verbs have a
Holem stem vowel and Type 2 verbs have a Pathach stem
vowel. In every form of Type 1 and in most forms of Type

2, the initial root consonant (נ) has assimilated into the
second root consonant and is represented as Daghesh

Forte.

יִפּלֹ
יִסּעַ

I-נ verbs that are also II-Guttural retain the נ in first root
position. The expected assimilation does not occur because

the second root consonant is a guttural,
which cannot take Daghesh Forte.

יִנְחַל
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
Doubly Weak Verbs

עָשָׂה רָאָה הָיָה יָצָא נָשָׂא נָתַן

3ms יַעֲשֶׂה יִרְאֶה יִהְיֶה יֵצֵא יִשָּׂא יִתֵּן

3fs תַּעֲשֶׂה תִּרְאֶה תִּהְיֶה תֵּצֵא תִּשָּׂא תִּתֵּן

2ms תַּעֲשֶׂה תִּרְאֶה תִּהְיֶה תֵּצֵא תִּשָּׂא תִּתֵּן

2fs תַּעֲשִׂי תִּרְאִי תִּהְיִי תֵּצְאִי תִּשְׂאִי תִּתְּנִי

1cs אֶעֱשֶׂה אֶרְאֶה אֶהְיֶה אֵצֵא אֶשּׂאָ אֶתֵּן

3mp יַעֲשׂוּ יִרְאוּ יִהְיוּ יֵצְאוּ יִשְׂאוּ יִתְּנוּ

3fp תַּעֲשׂ.ֶינָה תִּרְאֶ.ינָה תִּהְי<ֶינָה תֵּצֶ.אנָה תִּשֶּׂ.אנָה תִּתּ.ֵנָּה

2mp תַּעֲשׂוּ תִּרְאוּ תִּהְיוּ תֵּצְאוּ תִּשְׂאוּ תִּתְּנוּ

2fp תַּעֲשֶׂ.ינָה תִּרְאֶ.ינָה תִּהְי<ֶינָה תֵּצֶ.אנָה תִּשֶּׂ.אנָה תִּתּ.ֵנָּה

1cp נַעֲשֶׂה נִרְאֶה נִהְיֶה נֵצֵא נִשָּׂא נִתֵּן
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
Verbs with Only Two Consonants in Certain

Inflected Forms: Paradigms

III-ה I-י I-נ Geminate

3ms יִבְנהֶ ישֵֵׁב יִפּלֹ יָסֹב

3fs תִּבְנהֶ תּשֵֵׁב תִּפּלֹ תָּסֹב

2ms תִּבְנהֶ תּשֵֵׁב תִּפּלֹ תָּסֹב

2fs תִּבְנִי תּשְֵׁבִי תִּפּלְִי בִּי תָּסֹ.

1cs אֶבְנהֶ אשֵֵׁב אֶפּלֹ אָסֹב

3mp יִבְנוּ ישְֵׁבוּ יִפּלְוּ יָס.ֹבוּּ

3fp ֶ.ינָה תִּבְנ תֵּשַׁ.בְנָה תִּפֹּ.לְנָה תְּסֻבּ.ֶינָה

2mp תִּבְנוּ תּשְֵׁבוּ תִּפּלְוּ תָּס.ֹבוּּ

2fp ֶ.ינָה תִּבְנ תֵּשַׁ.בְנָה תִּפֹּ.לְנָה תְּסֻבּ.ֶינָה

1cp נִבְנהֶ נשֵֵׁב נִפּלֹ נָסֹב
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
Verbs with Only Two Consonants in Certain

Inflected Forms: Identification

1. With III-ה verbs, the five forms without a sufformative end in
Seghol He (ֶה ֶ.ינָה) The identical 3fp and 2fp forms .(יִבְנ (תִּבְנ
have the unchangeable long vowel Seghol Yod. This is the
most common weak verb class.

2. With I-י verbs and ְהָלַך, the preformative vowel is Tsere (ישֵֵׁב
and ְיֵלֵך ). In the Qal stem, only I-י verbs (and a few Geminate
Type 2 verbs) have a Tsere preformative vowel.

3. With I-נ verbs and לָקַח, the verbal root can be identified by
the Daghesh Forte in the second root consonant of every form
This Daghesh Forte represents the assimilated .(יִקַּח and יִפֹּל)
.(לָקַח of ל or) נ

4. With Geminate verbs, a Daghesh Forte appears in the
Geminate consonant of the five forms that take a sufformative
In those forms without a sufformative, the Qamets .(יָס.ֹבּוּ)
preformative vowel (יסָֹב ) distinguishes this weak verb class
from the other weak verb classes that have only two root
letters in their inflected forms.
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
Summary of Selected Paradigms

II-Guttural III-ע/ח III-א III-ה

3ms יִבְחַר יִשְׁלַח יִמְצָא הֶ יִבְנ

3fs תִּבְחַר תִּשְׁלַח תִּמְצָא תִּבְנהֶ

2ms תִּבְחַר תִּשְׁלַח תִּמְצָא תִּבְנהֶ

2fs תִּבְחֲרִי תִּשְׁלְחִי תִּמְצְאִי תִּבְנִי

1cs אֶבְחַר אֶשְׁלַח אֶמְצָא אֶבְנהֶ

3mp יִבְחֲרוּ יִשְׁלְחוּ יִמְצְאוּ יִבְנוּ

3fp תִּבְח.ַרְנָה תִּשְׁל.ַחְנָה תִּמְצ.ֶאנָה ֶ<ינָה תִּבְנ

2mp תִּבְחֲרוּ תִּשְׁלְחוּ תִּמְצְאוּ תִּבְנוּ

2fp תִּבְח.ַרְנָה תִּשְׁל.ַחְנָה תִּמְצ.ֶאנָה ֶ<ינָה תִּבְנ
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Waw Consecutive
Introduction

In this set of charts, we will study the
Waw Consecutive and consecutive

verbal forms in narrative sequences.

Consecutive verbal forms are
used in narrative primarily to denote
sequences of consecutive actions, either

in the past, present, or future.
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Waw Consecutive
Basic Form with the Qal Imperfect

Qal Imperfect without Qal Imperfect with
Waw Consecutive Waw Consecutive

יִשְׁמֹר ויִַשְׁמֹר
he will observe and he observed

יִזְכֹּר ויִַזְכֹּר
he will remember and he remembered

Imperfect with
Waw Consecutive

ויִַקְטֹל
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Waw Consecutive
Qal Imperfect Paradigm with Waw Consecutive

3ms ויִַקְטֹל and he killed

3fs ותִַקְטֹל and she killed

2ms ותִַקְטֹל and you killed

2fs ותִַקְטְלִי and you killed

1cs ואֶָקְטֹל and I killed

3mp ויִַקְטְלוּ and they killed

3fp ותִַקְט.ֹלְנָה and they killed

2mp ותִַקְטְלוּ and you killed

2fp ותִַקְט.ֹלְנָה and you killed

1cp ונַקְִּטֹל and we killed
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Waw Consecutive
Qal Imperfect Paradigm with Regular Waw

Qal Imperfect with Qal Imperfect with
Waw Consecutive Regular Waw

3ms ויַקְִּטֹל ויְִקְטֹל and he will kill

3fs ותִַּקטְֹל ותְִקְטֹל and she will kill

2ms ותִַּקטְֹל ותְִקְטֹל and you will kill

2fs וַתקִּטְְלִי ותְִקְטְלִי and you will kill

1cs ואֶָקְטֹל ואְֶקְטֹל and I will kill

3mp ויַקְִּטְלוּ ויְִקְטְלוּ and they will kill

3fp ותִַּקְט.ֹלְנָה ותְִקְטֹ.לְנָה and they will kill

2mp ותִַּקטְְלוּ ותְִקְטְלוּ and you will kill

2fp ותִַּקְט.ֹלְנָה ותְִקְטֹ.לְנָה and you will kill

1cp ונַקְִּטֹל ונְִקְטֹל and we will kill
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Waw Consecutive
Spelling Changes in the Consecutive Imperfect

With I-א verbs (of the אָמַר type) and some I-י verbs (as
well as ְהָלַך), the stem vowel changes to Seghol in

consecutive Imperfect forms.

יֹאמרַ he will say ➣ וַיֹּ<אמרֶ and he said

יֵשֵׁב he will dwell ➣ וַיֵּ<שֶׁב and he dwelt

יֵלךְֵ he will go ➣ וַיֵּ<לךְֶ and he went

Biconsonantal and III-ה verbs are “shortened” in
consecutive Imperfect forms without a sufformative

(except the 1cs). With Biconsonantal verbs, the medial
vowel letter is lost. With III-ה verbs, the final אֶה drops off.

יָקוּם he will rise up ➣ וַיָּ<קםָ and he rose up

יָשִׂים he will set ➣ שׂםֶ וַיָּ< and he set

יִבְנֶה he will build ➣ בןֶ וַיִּ< and he built

יִגְלֶה he will reveal ➣ וַיִּ<גלֶ and he revealed
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Waw Consecutive
Uses of the Consecutive Imperfect in Hebrew Narrative

1. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with a Perfect
verb followed by any number of consecutive Imperfect
verbs.

 אֶת–קַיִןוַתֵּלֶד וַתַּהַר אֶת–חַוָּה אִשְׁתּוֹ יָדַעוְהָאָדָם 

And Adam knew Eve his wife, and then she
conceived, and then she bore Cain (Gen 4:1).

2. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with the temporal
modifier וַיְהִי (Qal Imperfect 3ms from הָיָה with Waw
Consecutive) followed by Imperfect verbs with Waw
Consecutive.

 אֱלֹהִים אֶת–יִצְחָק בְּנוֹוַיְבָרֶךְ אַחֲרֵי מוֹת אַבְרָהָם וַיְהִי

And after the death of Abraham
God blessed Isaac his son (Gen 25:11).

3. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with a consecutive
Imperfect followed by other Imperfect verbs with Waw
Consecutive.

 יְהוָה אֵלָיו מֵאֹהֶל מוֹעֵדוַיְדַבֵּר אֶל–מֹשֶׁה וַיִּקְרָא

And he called to Moses and Yahweh spoke to him
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Waw Consecutive
Basic Form with the Qal Perfect

Qal Perfect without Qal Perfect with
Waw Consecutive Waw Consecutive

שָׁמַר ושְָׁמַר
he observed and he will observe

זָכַר וזְָכַר
he remembered and he will remember

Perfect with
Waw Consecutive

וְקָטַל
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Waw Consecutive
Qal Perfect Paradigm with Waw Consecutive

In the Perfect, the regular conjunction ְו and the Waw
Consecutive are identical in form.

Perfect with Waw Consecutive

3ms וְקָטַל and he will kill

3fs וְק,טְלָה and she will kill

2ms וקְָטַלְתָּ. and you will kill

2fs וקְָטַלְתְּ and you will kill

1cs וְקָטַלְתִּ.י and I will kill

3cp וְק,טְלוּ and they will kill

2mp וּקְטַלְתֶּם and you will kill

2fp וּקְטַלְתֶּן and you will kill

1cp וְקָטַ.לְנוּ and we will kill
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Waw Consecutive
Uses of the Consecutive Perfect in Hebrew Narrative

1. The future tense narrative sequence may begin with an
Imperfect verb followed by any number of consecutive
Perfect verbs.

 כָּל–מְלַאכְתֶּךָוְעָשִׂיתָ תַּעֲבֹדשֵׁשֶׁת יָמִים 

Six days you will labor and (you will) do
all your work (Deut 5:13).

2. The temporal modifier וְהָיָה (Qal Perfect 3ms from הָיָה
with Waw Consecutive) may mark the beginning of a
future tense narrative sequence.

 אֶת–קֶשֶׁת יִשְׂרָאֵלוְשָׁבַרְתִּי בַּיּוֹם הַהוּא וְהָיָה

And in that day I will break the
bow of Israel (Hos 1:5).

3. The consecutive Perfect may follow an Imperative verb
and carry the full force of the initial Imperative.

 שָּׁם אֶת–הַדָּבָר הַזֶּהוְקָרָאתָ בְּשַׁעַר בֵּית יְהוָה עֲמֹד
 שִׁמְעוּ דְבַר–יְהוָהוְאָמַרְתָּ

Stand (Imperative) in the gate of Yahweh’s house
and proclaim there this word and say,
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Waw Consecutive
Temporal Modifiers

In Hebrew, temporal modifiers oftentimes mark the
beginning of narrative sequences.

וַיְהִי
(Qal Imperfect 3ms from הָיָה with Waw Consecutive)

may mark the beginning of a
past tense narrative sequence.

וְהָיָה
(Qal Perfect 3ms from הָיָה with Waw Consecutive)

may mark the beginning of a
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Waw Consecutive
Parsing Consecutive Verbal Forms

The parsing of consecutive verbal forms is just like the
parsing of regular Perfect or Imperfect verbs except that

you must identify the prefixed Waw as regular or Consecutive.

וַיִּשְׁמֹר Qal Imperfect 3ms שָׁמַר with Waw Consecutive
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Qal Imperative
Introduction to the Volitional Conjugations

The term “volitional” describes those
conjugations used, as a general rule,
to express some type of command,

wish, or desire.

Imperative
2nd person volitional conjugation

Cohortative
1st person volitional conjugation

Jussive
3rd person volitional conjugation
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Qal Imperative
Strong Verb Paradigm

Imperative Sufformative Translation

2ms קְטֹל (you) kill!

2fs קִטְלִי לִי (you) kill!

2mp קִטְלוּ בוּ (you) kill!

2fp קְט.ֹלנְָה בנָה (you) kill!
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Qal Imperative
The Form of the Qal Imperative

The form of the Qal Imperative is related to the form of
the Qal Imperfect. Remove the preformative (consonant
and vowel) from the four second person Imperfect forms

and the Imperative paradigm remains (Rule of Shewa
applies in the 2fs and 2mp forms).

Imperfect Subtract Imperative
Form Preformative Form

2ms תִּקְטֹל ➣ תִּ|קְטֹל ➣ קְטֹל

2fs תִּקְטְלִי ➣ תִּ|קְטְלִי ➣ קִטְלִי

2mp תִּקְטְלוּ ➣ תִּ|קְטְלוּ ➣ קִטְלוּ

2fp תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה ➣ תִּ|קְט.ֹלְנָה ➣ קְט.ֹלְנָה
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Qal Imperative
The “Lengthened” 2ms Imperative

Qamets He (לָה) may be added to the 2ms form of the
Imperative (242 times in the Hebrew Bible). It is thought

that the lengthened form of the Imperative is either a
polite or emphatic form of the regular Imperative.

Lexical Regular Lengthened
Form Imperative Imperative Translation

קָטַל קְטֹל קָטְלָה you (2ms) kill!

שָׁמַר שְׁמֹר שָׁמְרָה you (2ms) observe!

שָׁפַט שְׁפֹט שָׁפְטָה you (2ms) judge!

שָׁמַע שְׁמַע ה שִׁמְעָ you (2ms) listen!

Note that the vowel in the first syllable of a lengthened
Imperative is Qamets Hatuf as in קָטְלָה. In some verbs,

this vowel is Hireq as in שִׁמְעָה.
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Qal Imperative
The Particle נָא

Imperatives (along with the other volitional
conjugations) may be followed by the
particle נָא (with or without Maqqef)
which can be translated as “please”

or simply left untranslated.

שְׁמֹר נָא
שְׁמָר–נָא

“observe!” or
“please observe!”
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Qal Imperative
Weak Verbs: Part 1

I-Guttural II-Guttural

2ms תֶּחֱזַק ➣ חֲזַק תִּבְחַר ➣ בְּחַר
2fs תֶּחֶזְקִי ➣ חִזְקִי תִּבְחֲרִי ➣ בַּחֲרִי
2mp תֶּחֶזְקוּ ➣ חִזְקוּ תִּבְחֲרוּ ➣ בַּחֲרוּ
2fp תֶּחֱזַ.קְנָה ➣ חֲזַ.קְנָה תִּבְח.ַרְנָה ➣ בְּח.ַרְנָה

I-א Type 1 I-א Type 2

2ms תֶּאֱסֹר ➣ אֱסֹר תֹּאמַר ➣ אֱמֹר
2fs תַּאַסְרִי ➣ אִסְרִי תֹּאמְרִי ➣ אִמְרִי
2mp תַּאַסְרוּ ➣ אִסְרוּ תֹּאמְרוּ ➣ אִמְרוּ
2fp תֶּאֱס.ֹרְנָה ➣ אֱסֹ.רְנָה תֹּאמ.ַרְנָה ➣ אֱמ.ֹרְנָה

III-ע/ח III-א

2ms תִּשְׁלַח ➣ שְׁלַח תִּמְצָא ➣ מְצָא
2fs תִּשְׁלְחִי ➣ שִׁלְחִי תִּמְצְאִי ➣ מִצְאִי
2mp תִּשְׁלְחוּ ➣ שִׁלְחוּ תִּמְצְאוּ ➣ מִצְאוּ
2fp תִּשְׁל.ַחְנָה ➣ שְׁלַ.חְנָה תִּמְצ.ֶאנָה ➣ מְצֶ.אנָה
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Qal Imperative
Weak Verbs: Part 2

III-ה Geminate

2ms תִּבְנֶה ➣ בְּנֵה תָּסֹב ➣ סֹב
2fs תִּבְנִי ➣ בְּנִי תָּסֹ.בִּי ➣ סֹ.בִּי
2mp תִּבְנוּ ➣ בְּנוּ תָּס.ֹבּוּ ➣ ס.ֹבּוּ
2fp תִּבְנֶ<ינָה ➣ בְּנֶ<ינָה תְּסֻבּ.ֶינָה ➣ ס.ֹבְנָה

I-נ Type 1 I-נ Type 2

2ms תִּפֹּל ➣ נְפֹל תִּסַּע ➣ סַע
2fs תִּפְּלִי ➣ נִפְלִי תִּסְעִי ➣ סְעִי
2mp תִּפְּלוּ ➣ נִפְלוּ תִּסְעוּ ➣ סְעוּ
2fp תִּפֹּ.לְנָה ➣ נְפֹ.לְנָה תִּסּ.ַעְנָה ➣ סַ.עְנָה

I-י Type 1 I-י Type 2

2ms תֵּשֵׁב ➣ שֵׁב תִּירַשׁ ➣ רַשׁ
2fs תֵּשְׁבִי ➣ שְׁבִי תִּירְשִׁי ➣ רְשִׁי
2mp תֵּשְׁבוּ ➣ שְׁבוּ תִּירְשׁוּ ➣ רְשׁוּ
2fp תֵּשַׁ.בְנָה ➣ שֵׁ.בְנָה תִּירַ.שְׁנָה ➣ רַ.שְׁנָה
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Qal Imperative
Weak Verbs: Biconsonantal

קוּם שִׂים

2ms תָּקוּם ➣ קוּם תָּשִׂים ➣ שִׂים
2fs תָּק.וּמִי ➣ ק.וּמִי תָּשׂ.ִימִי ➣ שׂ.ִימִי
2mp תָּק.וּמוּ ➣ ק.וּמוּ תָּשׂ.ִימוּ ➣ שׂ.ִימוּ
2fp תְּקוּמֶ.ינָה ➣ קֹ.מְנָה תְּשִׂימ.ֶינָה

בּוֹא

2ms תָּבוֹא ➣ בּוֹא
2fs תָּב.וֹאִי ➣ בּ.וֹאִי
2mp תָּב.וֹאוּ ➣ בּ.וֹאוּ
2fp תָּב.וֹאנָה
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Qal Imperative
Weak Verbs: Irregular and Doubly Weak

(to give) נָתַן (to take) לָקַח

2ms תִּתֵּן ➣ תֵּן תִּקַּח ➣ קַח
2fs תִּתְּנִי ➣ תְּנִי תִּקְחִי ➣ קְחִי
2mp תִּתְּנוּ ➣ תְּנוּ תִּקְחוּ ➣ קְחוּ
2fp תִּתֵּ.נָּה ➣ תּ.ֵנָּה תִּקּ.ַחְנָה ➣ קַ.חְנָה

(to walk) הָלַךְ (to be) הָיָה

2ms תֵּלֵךְ ➣ לֵךְ תִּהְיֶה ➣ הֱיֵה
2fs תֵּלְכִי ➣ לְכִי תִּהְיִי
2mp תֵּלְכוּ ➣ לְכוּ תִּהְיוּ ➣ הֱיוּ
2fp תֵּל.ַכְנָה ➣ ל.ֵכְנָה תִּהְיֶ<ינָה

(to go up) עָלָה (to extend) נָטָה

2ms תַּעֲלֶה ➣ עֲלֵה תִּטֶּה ➣ נְטֵה
2fs תַּעֲלִי ➣ עֲלִי תִּטִּי ➣ נְטִי
2mp תַּעֲלוּ ➣ עֲלוּ תִּטּוּ ➣ נְטוּ
2fp תַּעֲלֶ.ינָה ➣ עֲלֶ.ינָה תִּטֶּ.ינָה ➣ נְטֶ.ינָה
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Qal Imperative
Easily Confused Forms

Some forms of the Imperative are easily confused with other
verb and noun forms. Five sets of the most commonly
confused words are listed below. In some instances,

the different words are identical in form.

1. כּ>תְבָה Qal Perfect 3fs from כָּתַב meaning “she wrote”

כָּתְבָה Qal Imperative 2ms from כָּתַב (with the בָה ending)
meaning “(you) write!”

2. כּ>תְבוּ Qal Perfect 3cp from כָּתַב meaning “they wrote”

כִּתְבוּ Qal Imperative 2mp from כָּתַב meaning “(you) write!”

3. בְּנִי Qal Imperative 2fs from בָּנָה meaning “(you) build!”

בְּנִי Masculine singular noun בֵּן with 1cs pronominal
suffix meaning “my son”

4. בָּנוּ Qal Perfect 3cp from בָּנָה meaning “they built”

.נוּ בָּ Preposition ְּב with 1cp pronominal suffix meaning
“against us”

בְּנוּ Qal Imperative 2mp from בָּנָה meaning “(you) build!”

5. עָלוּ Qal Perfect 3cp from עָלָה meaning “they went up”

עֲלוּ Qal Imperative 2mp from עָלָה meaning “(you) go
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Qal Cohortative
Introduction

The Cohortative is used to express a wish, request, or
command in the first person. The unaugmented form of the
Cohortative is the same as the Imperfect 1cs and 1cp. What
identifies the volitional use of the first person Imperfect is
the position of the Imperfect verb in its clause. When the (non-

consecutive) Imperfect 1cs or 1cp verb is first in its clause, it
is Cohortative. When the Imperfect 1cs or 1cp verb is not

first in its clause, it is not Cohortative but the regular
Imperfect. When translating, use the key words

“let” or “may.”

 אָדָם בְּצַלְמֵנוּנַעֲשֶׂה
Let us make man in our image (Gen 1:26).

נַעֲשֶׂה כֹּל אֲשֶׁר–דִּבֶּר יְהוָה
Everything that Yahweh has spoken we will do (Exod 19:8).

בְּכָל–צֹאנְךָאֶעֱבֹר 
Let me pass through all of your flocks (Gen 30:32).

בְּקִרְבְּךָאֶעֱבֹר כִּי–
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For I will pass through your midst (Amos 5:17).
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Qal Cohortative
The בָה Ending

Approximately 65% of the time, the Cohortative appears
with an בָה ending, as in ָאֶקְטְלה (may I kill) or ָנִקְטְלה (let us

kill). With the addition of this ending, note that the stem
vowel reduces to Vocal Shewa. It may be helpful to think of

this ending as a diagnostic indicator of the Cohortative.

 תּוֹרָתְךָאֶשְׁמְרָה
May I observe your law (Ps 119:44).

 בְרִיתנִכְרְתָה
Let us make (cut) a covenant (Gen 26:28).

דֹּתָיְנָה נֵלְכָה
Let us go to Dothan (Gen 37:17).

בְאָהָלְךָ עוֹלָמִים אָגוּרָה
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May I dwell in your tent forever (Ps 61:5 [4]).
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Qal Cohortative
Negation

Cohortative verbs are negated with אַל.
This construction expresses a negative wish or a milder
form of prohibition than that expressed by לֹא plus the

Imperfect. The particle נָא is sometimes attached to אַל
with Maqqef (אַל–נָא). In most instances, you do not need

to translate the particle נָא. Remember that
Imperative verbs are not negated.

אַל–נָא נֹאבְדָה
Do not let us perish.
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Qal Jussive
Introduction

The Jussive is used to express a wish, request, or
command in the third person. In general, the form of the
Jussive is the same as the Imperfect. What identifies the

volitional use of the third person Imperfect is the
position of the Imperfect verb in its clause. When the (non-

consecutive) Imperfect 3ms, 3fs, 3mp, or 3fp verb is first in
its clause, it is Jussive. When the Imperfect verb is not first

in its clause, it is not Jussive but the regular Imperfect.
When translating, use the key words “let” or “may.”

נָא הַמֶּלֶךְ אֶת–יְהוָה–יִזְכָּר
Let the king remember Yahweh (2 Sam 14:11).

עֲוֹנָם יִזְכֹּרעַתָּה 
Now he will remember their iniquity (Jer 14:10).

 יְהוָה בֵּינִי וּבֵינֶיךָיִשְׁפֹּט
May Yahweh judge between me and between you (Gen 16:5).

תֵּבֵל בְּצֶדֶק–יִשְׁפֹּטוְהוּא 
And he will judge the world with righteousness (Ps 9:9 [8]).
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Qal Jussive
“Short” Forms

Approximately 23% of the time, the spelling of the Jussive
3ms or 3fs is a “shortened” form of the Imperfect. These

shortened forms are most common in the III-ה class of weak
verbs but they also occur in Biconsonantal and Hiphil verbs.

Perfect 3ms Imperfect 3ms Jussive (short) 3ms

בָּנָה he built יִבְנֶה he will build יִ<בֶן let him build

עָשָׂה he made יַעֲשֶׂה he will make יַ<עַשׂ let him make

עָלָה he went up יַעֲלֶה he will go up יַ<עַל let him go up

הָיָה he (it) was יִהְיֶה he (it) will be יְהִי let him (it) be

 אֶת–בֵּית יְהוָהיִבֶןוְ
 the house of Yahweh (Ezra 1:3).let him buildAnd 

בַּיִת לִשְׁמִי–יִבְנֶההוּא 
 a house for my name (2 Sam 7:13).He will build
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Qal Jussive
“Short” Forms with Waw Consecutive

The short Imperfect form is the same form that occurs
when prefixed with the Waw Consecutive (בֶן .(וַיְהִי and וַיִּ<
It is important to remember that when prefixed with the
Waw Consecutive, the short Imperfect form will not be

translated with a volitional nuance.

 נֹחַ מִזְבֵּחַ לַיהוָהוַיִּבֶן
And Noah built an altar to Yahweh (Gen 8:20).

(with Waw Conversive בָּנָה Qal Imperfect 3ms from וַיִּבֶן)

 מֹשֶׁה אֶל–הַר הָאֱלֹהִיםוַיַּעַל
And Moses went up to the mountain of God (Ex 24:13).

(with Waw Conversive עָלָה Qal Imperfect 3ms from וַיַּעַל)
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Qal Jussive
Negation

Like the Cohortative, Jussive verbs are negated with אַל.
This construction expresses a negative wish or a milder
form of prohibition than that expressed by לֹא plus the

Imperfect. The particle נָא is sometimes attached to אַל
with Maqqef (אַל–נָא). In most instances, you do not

need to translate the particle נָא. Remember that
Imperative verbs are not negated.

וְאַל–יִחַר אַפְּךָ בְּעַבְדֶּךָ
Do not let your anger burn against your servant .
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Introduction

When a pronoun is the direct object of a verb, it is
commonly attached to the definite direct object marker

נוּ) There is, however, another way of .(יִשְׁמֹר אֹתָ.
indicating this grammatical construction. The object
pronoun may also be added directly to the verb as a

pronominal suffix (ּנו .(יִשְׁמְרֵ.

יִשְׁמֹר אֹתָ.נוּ he will keep us

נוּ יִשְׁמְרֵ. he will keep us

שָׁפַט אֹתךְָ he judged you

שְׁפ,טךְָ he judged you
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Reviewing Type 1 Suffixes

In general, verbs use Type 1 pronominal suffixes
with an objective translation value.

Type 1 Type 1 Objective
Suffixes Alternate Translation

1cs בִי נִי me

2ms ךָ you

2fs ךְ you

3ms וֹ הוּ him (it)

3fs אָהּ הָ her (it)

1cp נוּ us

2mp כֶם you

2fp כֶן you

3mp הֶם ם them

3fp הֶן ן them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Suffixes Attached to the Qal Perfect 3ms

Qal Perfect 3ms Translation

1cs קְטָל.ַניִ he killed me

2ms קְט>לךְָ he killed you

2fs קְטָלךְֵ he killed you

3ms קְטָלוֹ he killed him (it)

3fs קְטָלהָּ he killed her (it)

1cp קְטָל.נָוּ he killed us

2mp קְט>לכְֶם he killed you

2fp קְט,לכְֶן he killed you

3mp קְטָלָם he killed them

3fp קְטָלָן he killed them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
The Spelling of the Qal Perfect with Pronominal Suffixes

Qal Perfect Qal Perfect
without Suffixes        before Suffixes

3ms קָטַל קטְלָ

3fs ק,טְלהָ קטְלַָ.ת

2ms קָטַ.לְתָּ קטְַלְתּ.

2fs קָטַלְתְּ קטְַלְתִּ.י

1cs קָטַ.לְתִּי קְטַלְתִּ.י

3cp ק,טְלוּ קטְלָ.וּ

2mp קְטַלְתֶּם

2fp קְטַלְתֶּן

1cp קָטַ.לְנוּ קטְַלְנ<וּ
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Understanding the Process of Adding

Suffixes to Qal Perfect Verbs

1. מ,צְאָה (מְצָאַ.ת) + נוּ ➣ תְנוּ מְצָאַ. she (it) found us

2. יָדַ.עְתָּ (יְדַעְתּ.) + וֹ ➣ יְדַעְתּוֹ you knew him

3. נָתַ.תִּי י) (נְתַתִּ. + הָ ➣ יהָ נְתַתִּ. I gave her (it)

4. ס,בְבוּ (סְבָב.ֻ) + נִי ➣ ניִ סְבָבֻ. they surrounded me

5. יָדַ.עְנוּ (יְדַעֲנ<וּ) + ם ➣ יְדַעֲנוּם we knew them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Nun-Suffixes with the Imperfect

In addition to Type 1 and Type 2 pronominal suffixes,
there are three additional suffixes that occur with some
frequency. These suffixes may be called Nun-suffixes

because of their distinctive spelling with Nun.

Type 1 Nun-
Suffix Suffix Example Translation

2ms ךָ בֶ.ךָּ יִלְכְּד.ֶךָּ he will capture you

3ms הוּ/וֹ בֶ.נּוּ יִלְכְּד.ֶנּוּ he will capture him

3fs הָ/בָהּ בֶ.נָּה יִלְכְּד.ֶנָּה he will capture her

In the 2ms form (ָּך has been assimilated and נ the ,(בֶ.
appears as Daghesh Forte in the consonant of the
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
The Spelling of the Qal Imperfect

with Pronominal Suffixes

Qal Imperfect Qal Imperfect

without Suffixes        before Suffixes

3ms יִקְטֹל יִקְטלְ

3fs תִּקְטֹל תִּקְטלְ

2ms תִּקְטֹל תִּקְטלְ

2fs תִּקְטְלִי תִּקְטְלִי

1cs אֶקְטֹל אֶקְטלְ

3mp יִקְטְלוּ יִקְטְלוּ

3fp תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

2mp תִּקְטְלוּ תִּקְטְלוּ

2fp תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה

1cp נִקְטֹל נִקְטלְ
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Understanding the Process of Adding

Suffixes to Qal Imperfect Verbs

1. יִקְטֹל + הוּ ➣ יִקְטְלֵ.הוּ he will kill him

2. יִשְׁמֹר + ךָ ➣ יִשְׁמָרְךָ he will observe you

3. יִשְׁלַח + ךָ ➣ יִשְׁלָחךֲָ he will send you

4. יִרְאֶה + בֶ.נָּה ➣ יִרְאֶ.נָּה  he will see her
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Adding Suffixes to the Qal Imperative

1. The Imperative 2ms form קְטֹל is spelled קטְָל  (with
Qamets Hatuf) before a pronominal suffix.

שְׁמֹר + ם ➣ שָׁמְרֵם (You) observe them!

שְׁפֹט + נִי ➣ נִי שָׁפְטֵ. (You) judge me!

2. The Imperative 2fs (קִטְלִי) and 2mp (ּקִטְלו), both ending in
a vowel, do not change before a pronominal suffix.

תִּפְשׂוּ + ם ➣ תִּפְשׂוּם (You) seize them!

דִּרְשׁוּ + נִי ➣ דִּרְשׁ.וּנִי (You) seek me!

3. Imperatives with a Pathach stem vowel (שְׁמַע) lengthen the

Pathach to Qamets (ָשְׁמע) before a pronominal suffix.

שְׁמַע + נִי ➣ נִי שְׁמָעֵ. (You) hear me!

גְּאַל + ָהּ ➣ גְּאָלָהּ (You) redeem her (it)!

BBH 19.8 232



Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Parsing

When parsing verbs with pronominal suffixes, you must
first parse the verb and then identify the pronominal

suffix in the categories of person, gender, and number.

יךָ נְתַתִּ. Qal Perfect 1cs נָתַן with 2ms suffix

יִלְכְּד.ֶנּוּ Qal Imperfect 3ms לָכַד with 3ms suffix
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Summary of Pronominal Suffixes

on the Perfect

The following chart presents the most frequently attested
spellings of pronominal suffixes on Perfect verbs. In this
chart, connecting vowels are included and suffixes are
placed in one of two categories: (1) those attached to
Perfect forms ending in a consonant; and (2) those

attached to Perfect forms ending in a vowel.

Suffixes after Suffixes after Objective
Consonant Vowel Translation

1cs בַ.נִי/אָ.נִי/נִי נִי me

2ms b ָךָ/בְךָ/בֲך ךָ you

2fs בָךְ/בֵךְ ךְ you

3ms וֹ/ו/הוּ/בָ.הוּ הוּ/וֹ him (it)

3fs בָהּ/בָה הָ her (it)

1cp נוּ/בָ.נוּ נוּ us

2mp כֶם כֶם you

2fp – – you

3mp בַם/בָם ם them

3fp בָן ן them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Summary of Pronominal Suffixes

on the Imperfect

The following chart presents the most frequently attested
spellings of pronominal suffixes on Imperfect verbs. In

this chart, connecting vowels are included.

Type 1 Suffixes Nun-Suffixes Objective
with Imperfect with Imperfect Translation

1cs נִי/בַ.נִי/בֵ.נִי בֶ.נִּי me

2ms b ָךָ/בְךָ/בֲךָ/בֶך בֶ.ךָּ you

2fs ךְ/בֵךְ you

3ms הוּ/בֵ.הוּ בֶ.נּוּ him (it)

3fs בָהּ/בֶ.הָ/הָ בֶ.נָּה her (it)

1cp נוּ/בֵ.נוּ בֶ.נּוּ us

2mp בְכֶם you

2fp you

3mp ם/בֵם them
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Introduction and Basic Form

The Hebrew Infinitive Construct is a verbal noun. It is not
inflected for person, gender, or number. There is, therefore,
only one form. The vowel pattern for this form is consistent
for all strong verbs and even for most weak verbs. Note that
the basic form of the Qal Infinitive Construct is identical to

the Qal Imperative 2ms (קְטֹל).

Qal Infinitive Construct
Strong Verb

טלֹ קְ
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Comparison of Imperative and Infinitive Construct Forms

Imperative Infinitive
2ms Construct

Strong זְכֹר זכְרֹ

I-Gutt עֲזֹב עזֲֹב

I-א אֱמֹר אֱמרֹ

II-Gutt בְּחַר בּחְרֹ

III-ח שְׁלַח שׁלְחַֹ

III-ע שְׁמַע שְׁמעַֹ

III-א קְרָא קרְאֹ
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Qal Infinitive Construct
III-ה Weak Verbs

The Infinitive Construct form of III-ה verbs ends in וֹת.
Remember that Imperfect forms end in בֶה (except in

those forms with sufformatives) and Imperative
forms end in בֵה(2ms).

Summary of III-ה Verbal Endings

Ending Example Translation

Imperfect בֶה יִבְנהֶ he will build

Imperative בֵה בְּנהֵ you (2ms) build!

Infinitive וֹת בְּנוֹת to build, building
Construct
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Examples with III-ה Weak Verbs

With III-ה verbs,  the Infinitive Construct ends in וֹת.
Either Vocal Shewa (or a reduced vowel with gutturals)

will appear under the first root consonant.

Verbal Infinitive
Root Construct Translation

בָּנָה בְּנוֹת to build, building

בָּכָה בּכְוֹת to weep, weeping

עָלָה עלֲוֹת to go up, going up

עָנָה עֲנוֹת to answer, answering

עָשָׂה עֲשׂוֹת to do, doing

הָָיָה הֱיוֹת to be, being

רָאָה רְאוֹת to see, seeing
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Qal Infinitive Construct
The Spelling of I-נ Infinitive Constructs

With I-נ verbs, there are two possible forms of the
Infinitive Construct. The first form conforms to the strong

verb pattern. The second form drops the נ in first root
position and adds ת to the end of the verb.

Verbal Infinitive Alternate
Root Construct Form

with נ with ת

נָסַע נְסֹעַ עתַ סַ.

נָגַע נְגֹעַ עתַ גַּ.

נָטַע נְטֹעַ עתַ טַ.

נָשָׂא נְשׂא שְׂאתֵ

נָגַשׁ שׁתֶ גֶּ.

נָתַן נְתֹן תּתֵ
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Qal Infinitive Construct
The Spelling of I-י Infinitive Constructs

Most I-י verbs drop the י in first root position and add ת
(just like the alternate form of I-נ verbs).

Verbal Infinitive
Root Construct

יָשַׁב שׁ.ֶבתֶ

יָרַשׁ שׁתֶ רֶ.

יָלַד ל.ֶדֶת

יָרַד רֶ.דֶת

יָדַע עתַ דַּ.

יָצָא צֵאת

הָלַךְ ל.ֶכתֶ
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Qal Infinitive Construct
The Spelling of Biconsonantal Infinitive Constructs

The Infinitive Construct form of the Biconsonantal verb is
the lexical form. Note that the basic form of the Infinitive

Construct and the Imperative 2ms are identical in this
weak verb class.

Verbal Infinitive
Root Construct

שׁוּב שׁוּב

מוּת מוּת

בּוֹא בּוֹא

בּוֹשׁ בּוֹשׁ

דִּין דִּין
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Parsing

The Infinitive Construct form is not inflected for person,
gender, or number. When parsing, therefore, only stem,

conjugation, and lexical form are required for
identification.

כְְּתֹב Qal Infinitive Construct כָּתַב
אֱמֹר Qal Infinitive Construct אָמַר

BBH 20.8 243



Qal Infinitive Construct
With Pronominal Suffixes

The Infinitive Construct can take pronominal suffixes that
function as either the subject or object of the verbal idea. In

the chart below, note that the Qamets under
the ק is Qamets Hatuf.

Suffix Suffix Suffix
PGN As Subject As Object

קָטְלִי 1cs my killing killing me

קָטְלךְָ 2ms your killing killing you

קָטְלֵךְ 2fs your killing killing you

קָטְלוֹ 3ms his killing killing him

קָטְלָהּ 3fs her killing killing her

קָטְל.ֵנוּ 1cp our killing killing us

קָטְלכְֶם 2mp your killing killing you

קָטְלכְֶן 2fp your killing killing you

קָטְלָם 3mp their killing killing them

קָטְלָן 3fp their killing killing them
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Qal Infinitive Construct
With Prepositional Prefixes

The inseparable prepositions ְּכְּ ,ב and ְל may be
prefixed to the Infinitive Construct with
a range of uses and translation values.

לזְִכֹּר כּשְִׁמֹר
(in order) to remember when or while observing
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Qal Infinitive Construct
With Prepositional Prefixes and Pronominal Suffixes

Frequently, the Infinitive Construct will take both a prep-
ositional prefix and a pronominal suffix.

כּשְָׁמְעוֹ
when he hears

or
when he heard

 Qal Infinitive Construct of שָׁמַע with
preposition ְּכ and 3ms pronominal suffix
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Negation

The negative particles לֹא and אַל are not used to negate
the Infinitive Construct. Rather, it is negated with בִּלְתִּי or

”.meaning “not” or “in order not לְבִלְתִּי

לְבִלְתִּי קְטֹל

in order not to kill
or

not to kill

BBH 20.11 247



Qal Infinitive Construct
Uses of the Infinitive Construct: (1) Purpose-Result

The Infinitive Construct may be used with ְל to
express purpose, intention, or result. When used in this way,

the key words “to” or “in order to” may be used
in translation.

לִרְאוֹת וְעֵינַיִם לָדַעַתוְלֹא–נָתַן יְהוָה לָכֶם לֵב 

 עַד הַיּוֹם הַזֶּהלִשְׁמֹעַוְאָזְנַיִם 

(But) Yahweh has not given to you a heart to know
or eyes to see or ears to hear until this day.

(Deut 29:3 [English 29:4]).
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Uses of the Infinitive Construct: (2) Inceptive

The Infinitive Construct prefixed with ְל may be used to
denote an action about to take place. This construction

frequently involves the use of הָיָה (to be). When used in
this way, the key words “about to” may be

used in translation.

לִסְגּוֹרוַיְהִי הַשַּׁעַר 

The gate was about to shut.
(Josh 2:5)
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Uses of the Infinitive Construct: (3) Verbal Noun

The Infinitive Construct may function like a
noun, often as the subject or object of the verbal

idea. It may or may not be prefixed with the
preposition ְל when used in this way.

 לַיהוָהלְהֹדוֹתטוֹב 

It is good to praise Yahweh.
(Ps 92:2 [English 92:1])

BBH 20.12.3 250



Qal Infinitive Construct
Uses of the Infinitive Construct: (4) Complementary

The Infinitive Construct may be used to explain, clarify, or
complement a preceding action or statement. It may or may
not be prefixed with the preposition ְל. When used in

this way, you can translate the Infinitive Construct
with “by” plus the “-ing” form of the verb.

 בִּדְרָכָיולָלֶכֶתוְשָׁמַרְתָּ אֶת–מִצְוֹת יְהוָה אֱלֹהֶיךָ 

And you shall observe the commandments of
Yahweh your God by walking in his ways.

(Deut 8:6)
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Uses of the Infinitive Construct: (5) Temporal

When prefixed with the prepositions ְּב or ְּכ, the Infinitive
Construct may be used in a temporal clause. When used in

this way, the prepositions ְּב and ְּכ are translated either
“when” or “while.” Frequently, in this construction, the
Infinitive Construct will also have a pronominal suffix.

 יִשְׂרָאֵל בָּאָרֶץ הַהִואבִּשְׁכֹּןוַיְהִי 

When (while) Israel dwelt in that land …
(Gen 35:22)
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Two Important Facts

There are two important facts about the Infinitive
Construct that the student must understand. First, the

Infinitive Construct is not inflected for person, gender, or
number in order to indicate a verbal subject. Second, the
Infinitive Construct is a tenseless verbal form. Because of
these two facts, temporal value (i.e., past, present, or fu-
ture) and verbal subject (if any) must be taken from con-
text. In the following examples, the temporal modifiers
provide the Infinitive Construct with tense and the pro-

nominal suffixes provide the Infinitive Construct
with a verbal subject.

וַיְהִי כְּשָׁמְעוֹ
and when he heard (past tense)

וְהָיָה כְּשָׁמְעוֹ
and when he hears (present tense)

or
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Introduction and Basic Form

The Infinitive Absolute is also a verbal noun. Like the
Infinitive Construct, the Infinitive Absolute is not inflected

for person, gender, or number. This form is easy to
identify and varies little with weak verbal roots.

Infinitive Absolute
Strong Verb

טוֹל קָ
1. The Qamets – Holem Waw vowel pattern of the strong

verb also occurs in most weak verb types.

2. The Holem Waw stem vowel may be written
defectively as Holem (קטָֹל).

3. Unlike the Infinitive Construct, the Infinitive Absolute
does not occur with prepositional prefixes or
pronominal suffixes.
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Weak Verb Forms

Qal Perfect Infinitive
3ms Absolute

I-Guttural הָלַךְ הלָוֹךְ
I-Guttural עָבַר עָבוֹר
I-א אָכַל אכָוֹל
II-Guttural גָּאַל גּאָוֹל
II-Guttural בָּחַר בּחָוֹר
III-ח שָׁכַח שׁכָוֹחַ
III-ע שָׁמַע שָׁמוֹעַ
III-א יָצָא יָצוֹא
I-נ נָפַל נפָוֹל
I-י יָדַע יָדוֹעַ
Geminate סָבַב סָבוֹב
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
III-ה Verbs

With III-ה verbs, the Infinitive Absolute may
appear in one of two forms.

Verbal Root Infinitive Absolute

עָשָׂה ➣ עָשׂהֹ or עשָׂוֹ

שָׁתָה ➣ שׁתָהֹ or שׁתָוֹ

רָאָה ➣ רָאֹה or רָאוֹ

חָיָה ➣ חָיהֹ or חיָוֹ
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Biconsonantal Verbs

With Biconsonantal verbs, the Infinitive Absolute
appears with a Holem Waw (or Holem)
stem vowel in each of the three classes.

Verbal Root Infinitive Absolute

בּוֹא ➣ בּוֹא or בּאֹ

שִׂים ➣ שׂוֹם

קוּם ➣ קוֹם
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Parsing

The Infinitive Absolute is not inflected for person, gender
or number. When parsing you are required to identify
only stem, conjugation, lexical form, and verbal root.

הָלוֹךְ Qal Infinitive Absolute הָלַךְ
מוֹת Qal Infinitive Absolute מוּת

BBH 21.5 258



Qal Infinitive Absolute
Uses of the Infinitive Absolute: (1) Emphatic

The Infinitive Absolute can precede or follow a Perfect or
Imperfect of the same root in order to emphasize the

verbal meaning.

מוֹת תָּמוּת
you (2ms) will certainly die

(2 Kgs 1:16)

אָמוֹר אָמַרְתִּי
I have surely said (1 Sam 2:30)
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Uses of the Infinitive Absolute: (2) Imperatival

The Infinitive Absolute can stand by itself and
function as an Imperative.

שָׁמוֹר אֶת–יוֹם הַשַּׁבָּת

Observe the Sabbath day!
(Deut 5:12)
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Uses of the Infinitive Absolute: (3) Contemporaneous

Two Infinitive Absolutes can be used together (side-by-side)
with a Perfect or Imperfect verb to express two verbal

actions occurring simultaneously.

וַיֵּלֶךְ הָלוֹךְ ואְָכֹל

(literally)
and he walked, walking and eating

(idiomatically)
and he walked, eating as he went

(Judg 14:9)
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Uses of the Infinitive Absolute: (4) Complementary

The Infinitive Absolute can complement the main verb of
a sentence and carry the temporal value of that main verb.
In this usage, the Infinitive will translate just like a Perfect

or Imperfect even though it is not an inflected form.

רָגוֹם אֹתוֹ בָאֲבָנִים כָּל–הָעֵדָה

All of the congregation shall stone him with stones.
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Qal Participle
Introduction

The Hebrew participle is a verbal adjective. It shares
features in common with both verbs and adjectives.

As a verb, the Participle has stem (Qal) and voice (active
or passive) and expresses some type of verbal action such

as “running” or “studying.”

As an adjective, the Participle has gender (masculine or
feminine) and number (singular or plural) and is used like

an adjective: attributively (the weeping prophet),
predicatively (the prophet is weeping), or substantively (the

one who weeps).

When translating a Participle, begin by using the “-ing”
form of the verb as in “studying”

or “learning.”
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Qal Participle
Strong Verb Paradigm for the Qal Active Participle

The active Participle inflects like an adjective, with both
gender and number. It is not inflected for person.

The inflectional endings of the Participle
are highlighted in red.

Singular Plural

Masculine קֹטֵל קֹטְלִים

Feminine קֹט.ֶלֶת קֹטְלוֹת

Feminine קֹטְלָה
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Qal Participle
Diagnostics for the Qal Active Participle

The Holem in the first syllable of all forms is diagnostic of
the Qal active Participle. The Holem-Tsere vowel pattern

is distinctive of the masculine singular
Qal active Participle.

Qal Active Participle
Strong Verb

קֹטלֵ

The diagnostic Holem may also be
written as Holem Waw.
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Qal Participle
Weak Verbs: Part 1

I-Guttural I-נ

Singular Plural Singular Plural

Masc עֹמדֵ עמְֹדִים נפֹלֵ נפְֹלִים

Fem עֹמֶ.דֶת עמְֹדוֹת נפֶֹ.לֶת נפְֹלוֹת

Fem עמְֹדָה נפְֹלָה

I-י Geminate

Singular Plural Singular Plural

Masc יֹשֵׁב יֹשְׁבִים סֹבֵב סבְֹבִים

Fem יֹשֶׁ.בֶת ישְֹׁבוֹת סֹב.ֶבֶת סבְֹבוֹת

Fem ישְֹׁבָה סבְֹבָה
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Qal Participle
Weak Verbs: Part 2

II-Guttural III-ע/ח

Singular Plural Singular Plural

Masc בֹּחרֵ בּחֲֹרִים שֹׁמעֵַ שׁמְֹעִים

Fem בֹּח.ֶרֶת בּחֲֹרוֹת שׁמַֹ.עַת שׁמְֹעוֹת

Fem בּחֲֹרָה שׁמְֹעָה

III-א

Singular Plural

Masc מֹצאֵ מצְֹאִים

Fem מצֵֹאת מצְֹאוֹת

Fem מצְֹאָה
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Qal Participle
Weak Verbs: Part 3

III-ה Biconsonantal

Singular Plural Singular Plural

Masc בֹּנהֶ בּנִֹים קםָ קמִָים

Fem בֹּנָה בּנֹוֹת קמָָה קמָוֹת

Fem בּנִֹיָּה
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Qal Participle
Uses of the Qal Active Participle: (1) Attributive

In the attributive usage, the Participle modifies a noun. It
will follow the noun it modifies and agree in gender,

number, and definiteness.

הָעָם הַיֹּשֵׁב בָּאָרֶץ
the people who dwell (who are dwelling) in the land

(Num 13:28)

יְהוָה אֱלֹהֶיךָ אֵשׁ אֹכְלָה
Yahweh your God is a consuming fire

(Deut 4:24).
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Qal Participle
Uses of the Qal Active Participle: (2) Predicative

In the predicative usage, the Participle asserts something
about a noun. It will agree with the noun in gender and

number but not in definiteness. With regard to word order,
the Participle may either precede or follow the noun it

modifies.

וְהָהָר בֹּעֵר בָּאֵשׁ
And the mountain was burning with fire.

(Deut 4:11)

וּשְׁמוּאֵל שֹׁכֵב בְּהֵיכַל
And Samuel was lying down in (the) temple.

(1 Sam 3:3)
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Qal Participle
Uses of the Qal Active Participle: (3) Substantive

In the substantive usage, the Participle is used
independently as a noun, indicating the “one who”

performs a certain action. It may function as the subject or
object of a verb, take a definite article, appear in a
construct chain, or take a pronominal suffix or a

prepositional prefix.

וְלֹא יִישָׁן שׁוֹמֵר יִשְׂרָאֵל
(and) the one who keeps Israel will not sleep

(Ps 121:4)
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Qal Participle
Qal Passive Participle: Strong Verb Paradigm

The passive Participle inflects like an adjective, with both
gender and number. It is not inflected for person.

The inflectional endings of the Participle are
highlighted in red.

Singular Plural

Masculine קָטוּל קְטוּלִים

Feminine קְטוּלָה קְטוּלוֹת
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Qal Participle
Diagnostics for the Qal Passive Participle

The diagnostic feature of the Qal passive Participle
is the Qamets-Shureq vowel pattern in the

masculine singular.

Qal Passive Participle
Strong Verb

קָטוּל

The diagnostic Shureq may be
written defectively as Qibbuts.
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Qal Participle
Passive Participle: Most Weak Verbs

In the following weak verb passive Participles (ms),
the strong verb vowel pattern is

preserved in every form.

עזָוּב abandoned פָּתוּחַ opened

שָׂנוּא hated ידָוּעַ known

שׁאָוּל asked נטָוּעַ planted

שָׁחוּט slaughtered ארָוּר cursed

אכָוּל eaten יָעוּץ advised
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Qal Participle
Passive Participle Weak Verbs: III-ה

The forms of the III-ה passive Participle are quite unusual
at first glance. In every form, the consonant י stands in the
place of the third root consonant. This is reminiscent of the

fact that III-ה verbs were originally III-י. This י is
indicative of the III-ה class of weak verbs.

Knowing this will help in the reconstruction
of the lexical form of the verb.

Singular Plural

Masculine בָּנוּי בְּנוּיִים

Feminine בְּנוּיָה בְּנוּיוֹת
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Qal Participle
Three Uses of the Qal Passive Participle

––––––––––  Attributive Usage  ––––––––––
The passive Participle follows the noun it modifies and

agrees in gender, number, and definiteness.

הַבְּרִית הַכְּתוּבָה בְּסֵפֶר הַתּוֹרָה הַזֶּה

the covenant written in this book of the law (Deut 29:20)

––––––––––  Predicative Usage  ––––––––––
The passive Participle either precedes or follows the noun

it modifies and agrees in gender and number but
not in definiteness.

בָּרוּךְ יְהוָה לְעוֹלָם

Blessed is Yahweh forever (Ps 89:53).

––––––––––  Substantive Usage  ––––––––––
The passive Participle can be used independently as a

noun, indicating the “one who” exists in a described state.

וְתַחַת הֲרוּגִים יִפֹּלוּ
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Qal Participle
Parsing

Like a verb, the Participle has stem and voice. Like an
adjective, it is inflected for gender and number. When

parsing you will be required to identify stem,
conjugation (with voice), gender,

number, and lexical form.

יֹשֵׁב Qal active Participle ms יָשַׁב
בָּרוּךְ Qal passive Participle ms בָּרַךְ
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Qal Participle
Participles with Prefixes and Suffixes

Because Participles can behave like nouns, they may take
the definite article, prepositional prefixes, or pronominal

suffixes. They may also be used in the
construct state.

הַהֹלֵךְ בַּשָּׂדֶה
the one who walks in the field

(Participle ms prefixed with the definite article)

לְשֹׁמְרֵי בְרִיתוֹ
to those who keep his covenant

(Participle mp in the construct state
with preposition ְל)

אֲנִי יְהוָה רֹפְאֶךָ
I am Yahweh who heals you
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Sentence Syntax
Normal Word Order in a Verbal Sentence

In Hebrew, normal word order for a verbal sentence is
verb (v) - subject (s) - object (o).

וַיִּזְכֹּר אֱלֹהִים אֶת–נֹחַ
(And) God remembered Noah.

(Gen 8:1)

וַיַּחֲלֹם יוֹסֵף חֲלוֹם
(And) Joseph dreamed a dream.

(Gen 37:5)

וַיִּקְרָא מֹשֶׁה אֶל–כָּל–יִשְׂרָאֵל
(And) Moses called to all Israel.

(Deut 5:1)
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Hebrew Verb: Part 1

In the syntax of a verbal sentence, the verb is
normally at the beginning of the sentence.

 מֶלֶךְ–חָדָשׁ עַל–מִצְרָיִםוַיָּקָם
(And) a new king arose over Egypt.

(Ex 1:8)

 בְחֶסֶד–אֱלֹהִים עוֹלָם וָעֶדבָּטַחְתִּי
I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever.

(Ps 52:10 [English 52:8])

 לַיהוָה שִׁיר חָדָשׁשִׁירוּ
Sing to Yahweh a new song.

(Ps 96:1)
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Verb: Part 2

In a verbal sentence, the verb may be preceded by an adverb of
time, an adverbial phrase, הִנֵּה (behold), a temporal modifier

an expression that provides context or ,(וְהָיָה or וַיְהִי)
circumstantial information, an independent personal pronoun,

or a negative particle.

 יָדַעְתִּי כִּי–גָדוֹל יְהוָה מִכָּל–הָאֱלֹהִיםעַתָּה
Now I know that Yahweh is greater

than all gods (Ex 18:11).

 הָיָה דְבַר–יְהוָה אֶל–אַבְרָםאַחַר הַדְּבָרִים הָאֵלֶּה
After these things, the word of Yahweh

came (was) to Abram (Gen 15:1).

 נָפְלוּ אֲבוֹתֵינוּ בֶּחָרֶבוְהִנֵּה
And behold, our fathers have fallen

by the sword (2 Chr 29:9).

 וַיָּקָם קַיִן אֶל–הֶבֶל אָחִיו וַיַּהַרְגֵהוּוַיְהִי בִּהְיוֹתָם בַּשָּׂדֶה
When they were in the field, Cain rose up against

 Abel his brother and he killed him (Gen 4:8).

 תִּהְיוּ–לִי מַמְלֶכֶת כֹּהֲנִיםוְאַתֶּם
And you will be to me a kingdom

of priests (Ex 19:6).
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Subject: Part 1

In the syntax of a verbal sentence, the verb is normally
followed immediately by its subject if one is specified.

 אֶל–הָאִשָּׁההַנָּחָשׁוַיֹּאמֶר 
The serpent said to the woman.

(Gen 3:4)

 עַל–הַר סִינַיכְּבוֹד–יְהוָהוַיִּשְׁכֹּן 
The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai.

(Ex 24:16)
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Subject: Part 2

In a verbal sentence, the verb may be preceded by its
subject for the purpose of emphasis, though there are

other reasons for this type of variation in syntax.

 יִמְלֹךְ לְעֹלָם וָעֶדיְהוָה
The LORD will reign forever and ever.

(Ex 15:18)

 עָלָה אֶל–הָאֱלֹהִיםמֹשֶׁהוּ 
And Moses went up to God.

(Ex 19:3)

 מָצָא חֵן בְּעֵינֵי יְהוָהנֹחַוְ 
And Noah found favor in the eyes of Yahweh.

(Gen 6:8)
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Object: Indirect Object

An indirect object is the person or thing that is indirectly
affected by the action of the verb. It is usually marked

with either the preposition ְל (to, for) or –אֶל (to, for) and
may either precede or follow the direct object (if any).

 אֶת–הָאָרֶץלָכֶםיָדַעְתִּי כִּי–נָתַן יְהוָה 
I know that the LORD has given to you the land.

(Josh 2:9)

אֶל–כָּל–יִשְׂרָאֵלוַיִּקְרָא מֹשֶׁה 
(And) Moses called to all Israel.

(Deut 5:1)
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Object: Direct Object

A direct object will frequently stand immediately after the
verb or its subject (if any).  It may either precede or follow

an indirect object.

 הָאָרֶץ וְאֵתהַשָּׁמַיִםבָּרָא אֱלֹהִים אֵת  
God created the heavens and the earth.

(Gen 1:1)

The verb may be preceded by a direct object for the
purpose of emphasis, though there are other reasons for

this syntax.

 תִּירָאאֶת–יְהוָה אֱלֹהֶיךָ
The Lord your God you shall fear.

(Deut 10:20)
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Perfect

Perfect
A regular (unaugmented) Perfect verb is not normally

the first word in its clause.

 יְהוָה אֶת–אַבְרָם בְּרִיתכָּרַתבַּיּוֹם הַהוּא 
In that day, Yahweh made (cut) a covenant

with Abram (Gen 15:18).

 אֱלֹהִים אֵת הַשָּׁמַיִם וְאֵת הָאָרֶץבָּרָאבְּרֵאשִׁית 
In the beginning, God created the heavens

and the earth (Gen 1:1).

Consecutive Perfect
The consecutive Perfect verb is

the first word in its clause.

 אֵת יְהוָה אֱלֹהֶיךָוְאָהַבְתָּ
And you will love Yahweh your God (Deut 6:5).

 אֶת–בְּרִיתִיוְזָכַרְתִּי
And I will remember my covenant (Gen 9:15).
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Imperfect

Imperfect
A regular (unaugmented) Imperfect verb is not normally

the first word in its clause.

 לְעֹלָם וָעֶדיִמְלֹךְיְהוָה 
Yahweh will reign forever and ever (Exod 15:18).

Consecutive Imperfect
The consecutive Imperfect verb is

first in its clause.

 יְהוּדָה אִשָּׁה לְעֵר בְּכוֹרוֹוַיִּקַּח
And Judah took a wife for Er, his firstborn (Gen 38:6).

Volitional Imperfect
The volitional Imperfects (Cohortative and Jussive) are

normally the first word in their clause.

 אָדָם בְּצַלְמֵנוּנַעֲשֶׂה
Let us make man in our image (Gen 1:26).
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Sentence Syntax
Verbal Sequences with Volitional Verbs

1. Multiple Imperatives may occur in succession. Context will
usually indicate whether or not they are related
consequentially or sequentially.

עֲלֵה וּקְבֹר אֶת–אָבִיךָ
Go up and bury your father (Gen 50:6).

2. An Imperative may be followed by a Perfect verb with Waw
Consecutive. In this construction, the Perfect verb may carry
the full force of the preceding Imperative.

לֵךְ וְאָמַרְתָּ אֶל–עַבְדִּי
Go and say to my servant (2 Sam 7:5)

3. An Imperative may be followed by an Imperfect or Cohortative, a
construction that will create a purpose or result clause. The
Imperfect will be marked with the conjunction ְו and is
translated as “so that.”

רְדוּ–שָׁמָּה וְשִׁבְרוּ–לָנוּ מִשָּׁם וְנִחְיֶה
Go down there and buy grain for us from

there so that we might live (Gen 42:2).
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Sentence Syntax
Conditional Clauses in Hebrew

A conditional sentence consists of two clauses. The first
clause states the condition and is called the protasis (“if-

clause”). The second clause states the consequence of the
condition and is called the apodosis (“then-clause”). The

protasis will often begin with אִם (if) but it may also
begin with הֵן ,כִּי or אֲשֶׁר followed by a Perfect,

Imperfect, or Participle.

וַיֹּאמֶר אֵלֶיהָ בָּרָק
הָלָכְתִּי וְ–תֵּלְכִי עִמִּיאִם
–לֹא תֵלְכִי עִמִּי לֹא אֵלֵךְוְאִם

Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, then I will go;
but if you will not go with me, (then) I will not go.”

(Judg 4:8)

Condition (Protasis) Consequence (Apodosis)

“if (אִם) you will go” “then (ְו) I will go”

“but if (וְאִם) you will not go” “(then) I will not go”
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Sentence Syntax
Additional Clause Types: Part 1

Causal Clause
A causal clause provides the reason or “cause” for an action or

situation expressed in a main clause. Causal clauses
often begin כִּי or אֲשֶׁר.

 קָדוֹשׁ אֲנִיכִּיקְדֹשִׁים תִּהְיוּ 
You will be holy because I am holy (Lev 19:2).

Purpose Clause
A purpose clause states the goal or purpose of another clause.
Purpose clauses often begin with עַן or ,בִּלְתִּי ,אֲשֶׁר ,בַּעֲבוּר ,לְמַ.
,followed by an Imperative וְ They can also begin with .פֶּן

Cohortative, or Jussive.

נָפוּץ עַל–פְּנֵי כָל–הָאָרֶץ–פֶּןנַעֲשֶׂה–לָּנוּ שֵׁם 
Let us make a name for ourselves lest we become scattered

over the face of all the earth (Gen 11:4).
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Sentence Syntax
Additional Clause Types: Part 2

Result Clause
A result clause states what happens as a consequence of
another clause. Result clauses often begin with a Waw

Consecutive verb or with כִּי (so, that).

וַיָּקֻמוּוַיֹּאמֶר יוֹאָב יָקֻמוּ 
And Joab said, “Let them arise!”

So they arose (2 Sam 2:14-15).

Concessive Clause
A concessive clause states something that does not cause or

prevent something, even though it would be expected to do so.
Concessive clauses are often marked with כִּי ,וְ ,גַּם כִּי ,גַּם ,אִם,

or עַל, all of which can be translated “although” or “even
though” in this construction.

–אֵלֵךְ בְּגֵיא צַלְמָוֶת לֹא–אִירָא רָעגַּם כִּי
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow

of death, I will not fear evil (Ps 23:4).
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Sentence Syntax
Disjunctive Waw: Introduction

A conjunctive Waw is prefixed to a verb and links
clauses sequentially, temporally, logically, and

often consequentially.

A disjunctive Waw is prefixed to a non-verbal form
and is non-sequential, that is, it introduces some
kind of a break or interruption in the narrative. A

disjunctive Waw may be used in a number of
different ways. Four of the major uses are:
parenthetical, circumstantial, contrastive,

and introductory.
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Sentence Syntax
Disjunctive Waw: (1) Parenthetical Use

In this usage, a disjunctive clause interrupts the narrative
flow in order to provide some explanatory information that

is important for understanding the narrative.

הֵם לֹא יָדְעוּ כִּי שֹׁמֵעַ יוֹסֵףוְ
כִּי הַמֵּלִיץ בֵּינֹתָם

Now they did not know that Joseph was understanding
them because there was an interpreter between them.

(Gen 42:23)

The disjunctive Waw on the independent personal
pronoun (וְהֵם) introduces a parenthetical comment that
explains why Joseph’s brothers spoke openly with one

another.
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Sentence Syntax
Disjunctive Waw: (2) Circumstantial Use

In this usage, a disjunctive clause introduces or identifies
circumstantial information that relates to the main action of the

narrative. These disjunctive clauses are often helpful for
understanding or visualizing the action of the narrative.

וַיְהִי כְּהַיּוֹם הַזֶּה וַיָּבֹא הַבַּיְתָה לַעֲשׂוֹת מְלַאכְתּוֹ
אֵין אִישׁ מֵאַנְשֵׁי הַבַּיִת שָׁם בַּבָּיִתוְ

(And) one day, he went into the house to do his work and
none of the household servants were there in the house.

(Gen 39:11)

The disjunctive Waw on (ואְֵין) אֵין introduces a
circumstantial comment that is important by way of

setting up the attempted seduction of Joseph by
Potiphar’s wife.
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Sentence Syntax
Disjunctive Waw: (3) Contrastive Use

In this usage, a disjunctive Waw introduces a contrastive
idea and is often translated with “but.”

וַיִּשַׁע יְהוָה אֶל–הֶבֶל וְאֶל–מִנְחָתוֹ
אֶל–קַיִן וְאֶל–מִנְחָתוֹ לֹא שָׁעָהוְ

The LORD looked favorably on Abel and his offering but on Cain
and his offering he did not look favorably (Gen 4:4b-5a).

The disjunctive Waw on (ואְֶל–קַיִן) אֶל–קַיִן contrasts the LORD’s
response to the two men and their offerings.
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Sentence Syntax
Disjunctive Waw: (4) Introductory Use

In this usage, a disjunctive Waw may begin a new narrative
or introduce a new idea or theme within a narrative.

הַנָּחָשׁ הָיָה עָרוּם מִכֹּל חַיַּת הַשָּׂדֶהוְ
אֲשֶׁר עָשָׂה יְהוָה אֱלֹהִים

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the creatures
that the LORD God had made (Gen 3:1).

The disjunctive Waw on ׁ(והְַנָּחָשׁ) הַנָּחָש introduces the
temptation narrative of Adam and Eve.
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Sentence Syntax
Hebrew Adverbs

An adverb is a word that is used to modify, limit, or
qualify a verb, adjective, or another adverb. Adverbs are
generally divided into four categories: adverbs of time

(then, now), place (here, there), degree (very, extremely),
and manner (swiftly, gently).

–––– Adverb of Time ––––

 יָדַעְתִּי כִּי–יְרֵא אֱלֹהִים אַתָּהעַתָּה
Now I know that you fear God (Gen 22:12).

–––– Adverb of Place ––––

 אֶת–הָאָדָם אֲשֶׁר יָצָרשָׁםוַיָּשֶׂם 
And he placed there the man whom he had formed (Gen 2:8).

–––– Adverb of Degree ––––

 אֶל–יְהוָהתָּמִידעֵינַי 
My eyes are continually on the LORD (Ps 25:15).

–––– Adverb of Manner ––––

פִּתְאֹםוַיָּבֹא אֲלֵיהֶם יְהוֹשֻׁעַ 

BBH 23.14 297

And Joshua came upon them suddenly (Josh 10:9).



Niphal Strong
Names of the Derived Stems

The six derived stems have names that are constructed
on the verbal root פָּעַל, inflecting each in its Perfect 3ms form.

Niphal ➣ נפְִעלַ

Piel ➣ פּעִלֵ

Pual ➣ פּעֻלַ

Hiphil ➣ הִפְעִיל

Hophal ➣ הפְָעלַ

Hithpael ➣ הִתְפּעַלֵ
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Niphal Strong
Statistics for the Niphal Stem in the Hebrew Bible

Total Occurrences 4,142

In the Perfect 1,434

In the Imperfect 1,545

In the Imperative 118

In the Infinitive Construct 206

In the Infinitive Absolute 36

In the Participle 803
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Niphal Strong
The Ten Most Frequent Verbs in the Niphal Stem

לָחַם (Q, Ni) to fight, do battle with (167x in the
Niphal)

שָׁבַע (Ni) to swear, swear (take) an oath, adjure (154x
in the Niphal)

מָצָא (Q) to find (out), reach, obtain, achieve; (Ni) be
found, be found sufficient (142x in the Niphal)

רָאָה (Q) to see, perceive, understand; (Ni) appear,
become visible (101x in the Niphal)

עָשָׂה (Q) to do, make, create, acquire, prepare, carry
out; (Ni) be done, be made (99x in the Niphal)

שָׁאַר (Ni) to remain, be left over, survive (94x in the
Niphal)

נָבָא (Ni) to prophesy, be in a state of prophetic
ecstasy (87x in the Niphal)

נָתַן (Q) to give, put, set; (Ni) be given (83x in the
Niphal)

אָסַף (Q) to gather (in), take in, take away; (Ni) be
gathered, be taken away (81x in the Niphal)

יָתַר (Ni) to be left over, remain (81x in the Niphal)
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Niphal Strong
Meaning of the Niphal Stem

1. Passive נִשְׁמַע
Niphal Perfect 3ms
He was heard

2. Reflexive נִשְׁמַע
Niphal Perfect 3ms
He heard himself

3. Reciprocal נִשְׁמְעוּ
Niphal Perfect 3cp
They heard one another
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Niphal Strong
Qal and Niphal Perfect: Form and Translation

קָטַ.לְתָּ Qal Perfect 2ms
You killed

נִקְטַ.לְתָּ Niphal Perfect 2ms
You were killed
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Niphal Strong
Qal and Niphal Imperfect: Form and Translation

תִּקְטֹל Qal Imperfect 2ms
You will kill

תִּקָּטֵל Niphal Imperfect 2ms
You will be killed
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Niphal Strong
The Nun of the Niphal: Perfect, Participle,

and Infinitive Absloute

In the Perfect, Participle, and one
form of the Infinitive Absolute, the

Nun of the Niphal is written.

Perfect 3ms נִקְטַל

Participle ms נִקְטָל

Infinitive Absolute נִקְטוֹל
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Niphal Strong
The Nun of the Niphal: Imperfect, Imperative,

and Infinitive Absolute

In the Imperfect, Imperative, and one
form of the Infinitive Absolute, the

Nun of the Niphal is assimilated and
represented as Dagheh Forte in the

first root consonant.

Imperfect 3ms יִקטֵָּל

Imperative ms הִקטֵָּל

Infinitive Absolute הִקטָּוֹל
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Niphal Strong
Perfect

Niphal Perfect
Strong Verb

נִקְטלַ
Qal Niphal Translation

3ms קָטַל נִקְטלַ he was killed

3fs טְלָה ק, נקְִטְלָה she was killed

2ms קָטַ.לְתָּ נִקְטַ.לְתָּ you were killed

2fs קָטַלְתְּ נִקְטלְַתְּ you were killed

1cs קָטַ.לְתִּי נִקְט.לְַתִּי I was killed

3cp טְלוּ ק, נקְִטְלוּ they were killed

2mp קְטַלְתֶּם נִקְטלְַתֶּם you were killed

2fp קְטַלְתֶּן נִקְטלְַתֶּן you were killed

1cp קָטַ.לְנוּ נִקְטַ.לְנוּ we were killed
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Niphal Strong
Imperfect

Niphal Imperfect
Strong Verb

יִקטֵָּל
Qal Niphal Translation

3ms יִקְטֹל יִקטֵָּל he will be killed

3fs תִּקְטֹל תִּקטֵָּל she will be killed

2ms תִּקְטֹל תִּקטֵָּל you will be killed

2fs תִּקְטְלִי תּקִּ,טְלִי you will be killed

1cs אֶקְטֹל אֶקטֵָּל I will be killed

3mp יִקְטְלוּ יִקּ,טְלוּ they will be killed

3fp תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה תִּקטָּ.ַלְנָה they will be killed

2mp תִּקְטְלוּ תִּקּ,טְלוּ you will be killed

2fp תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה תִּקטָּ.ַלְנָה you will be killed
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Niphal Strong
Imperative

Niphal Imperative
Strong Verb

הִקטֵָּל
Qal Niphal Translation

2ms קְטֹל הִקטֵָּל be killed!

2fs קִטְלִי הקִּ,טְלִי be killed!

2mp קִטְלוּ הִקּ,טְלוּ be killed!

2fp קְט.ֹלְנָה הִקטַָּ.לְנָה be killed!
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Niphal Strong
Infinitive Construct and Infinitive Absolute

Niphal Infinitive
Construct

הִקטֵָּל

Niphal Infinitive
Absolute

נקְִטוֹל
הִקטָּוֹל
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Niphal Strong
Participle

Niphal Participle
Strong Verb

נִקְטלָ
Qal Niphal Translation

ms קֹטֵל נִקְטלָ being killed

fs קֹט.ֶלֶת נִקְט.ֶלֶת being killed

mp קֹטְלִים נִקְטלִָים being killed

fp קֹטְלוֹת נִקְטלָוֹת being killed
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Niphal Strong
The Participle Prefix in the Derived Stems

Stem Prefix Example

Niphal נִ נִקְטלָ

Piel מְ מְקַטֵּל

Pual מְ מְקֻטָּל

Hiphil מַ מקְַטִיל

Hophal (u-class) מֻ מֻקְטָל

              (o-class) מָ מָקְטָל
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Niphal Strong
Summary of Niphal Strong Verb Diagnostics

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

נִקְטלַ יִקטֵָּל הִקטֵָּל הִקטֵָּל נקְִטוֹל נִקְטלָ
הִקָּטוֹל

נִקְטַל יִקָּטֵל הִקָּטֵל הִקָּטֵל נִקְטוֹל נִקְטָל

נִקְטְלָה תִּקָּטֵל הִקּ,טְלִי הִקָּטוֹל נִקְט.ֶלֶת

נִקְטַ.לְתָּ תִּקָּטֵל הִקּ,טְלוּ נִקְטָלִים

נִקְטַלְתְּ תִּקּ,טְלִי הִקָּטַ.לְנָה נִקְטָלוֹת

נִקְט.ַלְתִּי אֶקָּטֵל

נִקְטְלוּ יִקּ,טְלוּ

נִקְטַלְתֶּם תִּקָּט.ַלְנָה

נִקְטַלְתֶּן תִּקּ,טְלוּ

נִקְטַ.לְנוּ תִּקָּט.ַלְנָה

נִקָּטֵל
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Niphal Strong
Distinguishing Between the Niphal Imperfect and Imperative

1. תּקִּ,טְלִי Niphal Imperfect 2fs
You will be killed

הקִּ,טְלִי Niphal Imperative fs
Be killed

2. תִּקּ,טְלוּ Niphal Imperfect 2mp
You will be killed

הִקּ,טְלוּ Niphal Imperative mp
Be killed

3. תּקִָּט.ַלְנָה Niphal Imperfect 2fp
You will be killed

הקִָּטַ.לְנָה Niphal Imperative fp
Be killed
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Niphal Strong
Forms with Identical Spelling in the Niphal Stem

1. נִקְטְלָה Niphal Perfect 3fs
or
Niphal Participle fs

2. הִקָּטֵל Niphal Imperative ms
or
Niphal Infinitive Construct
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Niphal Strong
Easily Confused Forms

נִקְטלַ Niphal Perfect 3ms
He was killed

נִקְטלֹ Qal Imperfect 1cp
We will kill

נִקְטלָ Niphal Participle ms
being killed
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Niphal Weak
III-א Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

נִמְצָא צֵא ימִָּ צֵא המִָּ צֵא המִָּ נִמְצוֹא נִמְצאָ

נִמְצָא יִמָּצֵא הִמָּצֵא הִמָּצֵא נִמְצוֹא נִמְצָא

נִמְצְאָה תִּמָּצֵא הִמּ>צְאִי נִמְצָאָה

אתָ נִמְצֵ. תִּמָּצֵא הִמּ>צְאוּ נִמְצָאִים

נִמְצֵאת תִּמּ>צְאִי הִמָּצ.ֶאנָה נִמְצָאוֹת

נִמְצ.אֵתִי אֶמָּצֵא

נִמְצְאוּ יִמּ>צְאוּ

נִמְצֵאתֶם תִּמָּצ.ֶאנָה

נִמְצֵאתֶן תִּמּ>צְאוּ

נִמְצ.ֵאנוּ תִּמָּצ.ֶאנָה

נִמָּצֵא
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Niphal Weak
III-ה Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

נִבְנהָ יִבָּנהֶ הִבָּנהֵ הבִָּנוֹת נִבְנֹה נִבְנהֶ
נבְִנֵ<יתָ הִבָּנהֵ

נִבְנָה יִבָּנֶה הִבָּנֵה הִבָּנוֹת נִבְנֹה נִבְנֶה

נִבְנְתָה תִּבָּנֶה הִבָּנִי הִבָּנֵה נִבְנָה

נִבְנֵ.יתָ תִּבָּנֶה הִבָּנוּ נִבְנִים

נִבְנֵית תִּבָּנִי הִבָּנֶ.ינָה נִבְנוֹת

נִבְנֵ.יתִי אֶבָּנֶה

נִבְנוּ יִבָּנוּ

נִבְנֵיתֶם תִּבָּנֶ.ינָה

נִבְנֵיתֶן תִּבָּנוּ

נִבְנֵ.ינוּ תִּבָּנֶ.ינָה

נִבָּנֶה
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Niphal Weak
Diagnostic Endings for III-ה Verbs in All Stems

Conjugation Ending

Perfect (3ms) בָה

Imperfect בֶה

Imperative (ms) בֵה

Infinitive Construct בוֹת

Participle (ms) בֶה
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Niphal Weak
I-Guttural Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

נעֱֶזבַ יעֵָזֵב העֵָזֵב העֵָזֵב נַעזֲוֹב נעֱֶזבָ
הֵעזָוֹב

נֶעֱזַב יֵעָזֵב העֵָזֵב העֵָזֵב נַעזֲוֹב נֶעֱזָב

נֶעֶזְבהָ תּעֵָזֵב ע>זְביִ הֵ עזָוֹב הֵ בתֶ נֶעזֱֶ<

בתְָּ נֶעזֱַ< תּעֵָזֵב העֵ>זְבוּ נֶעֱזָביִם

נֶעֱזַבתְְּ ע>זְביִ תֵּ בנְָה עזַָ< הֵ נֶעזֱָבוֹת

תּיִ בְ נֶעזֱַ< אעֵָזֵב

נֶעזְֶבוּ יֵע>זְבוּ

תּםֶ נֶעֱזַבְ נהָ בְ עזַָ< תֵּ

נֶעֱזַבתְּןֶ זבְוּ תּעֵ>

בנְוּ נֶעזֱַ< נהָ בְ עזַָ< תֵּ

נֵעָזֵב
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Niphal Weak
The Nun of the Niphal in I-Guttural Verbs:
Perfect, Participle, and Infinitive Absolute

In the Perfect, Participle, and one form of the
Infinitive Absolute of I-Guttural verbs, the

Nun of the Niphal is written.

Perfect 3ms נעֱֶזַב

Participle ms נעֱֶזָב

Infinitive Absolute נעֲַזוֹב
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Niphal Weak
The Nun of the Niphal in I-Guttural Verbs:

Imperfect, Imperative, and the Two Infinitives

In the Imperfect, Imperative, Infinitive
Construct, and one form of the Infinitive

Absolute, the Nun of the Niphal is rejected by
the guttural in first root position resulting in
compensatory lengthening (Hireq to Tsere).

Imperfect 3ms יעֵָזֵב

Imperative ms העֵָזֵב

Infinitive Construct העֵָזֵב

Infinitive Absolute העֵָזוֹב

BBH 25.6-7 321



Niphal Weak
I-נ Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

נִצַלּ יִנצֵָּל הִנצֵָּל הִנצֵָּל הִנצֵָּל נִצָלּ
נִצוֹּל

נִצַּל יִנָּצֵל הִנָּצֵל הִנָּצֵל הִנָּצלֵ נִצָּל

נִצְּלָה תִּנָּצֵל הִנּ>צְלִי נִצּוֹל נִצּ.ֶלֶת

נִצַּ.לְתָּ תִּנָּצֵל הִנּ>צְלוּ נִצָּלִים

נִצַּלְתְּ תִּנּ>צְלִי הִנָּצ.ַלְנָה נִצָּלוֹת

נִצַּ.לְתִּי אֶנָּצֵל

נִצְּלוּ יִנּ>צְלוּ

נִצַּלְתֶּם תִּנָּצ.ַלְנָה

נִצַּלְתֶּן תִּנּ>צְלוּ

נִצּ.ַלְנוּ תִּנָּצ.ַלְנָה

נִנָּצֵל
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Niphal Weak
Understanding the Daghesh Forte in

Niphal I-נ Verbs (נָצַל)

Forms with assimilated first root consonant

Perfect 3ms נִצַל

Infinitive Absolute נִצוֹל

Participle ms נִצָל

Forms with assimilated Nun of the Niphal

Imperfect 3ms יִנָצֵל

Imperative ms הִנָצֵל

Infinitive Construct הִנָצֵל

Infinitive Absolute הִנָצֵל
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Niphal Weak
I-י Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

נוֹשׁבַ יִוּשֵָׁב הִוּשֵָׁב הִוּשֵָׁב נוֹשׁבָ

נוֹשַׁב יִוָּשֵׁב הִוָּשֵׁב הִוָּשֵׁב נוֹשָׁב

נוֹשְׁבָה תִּוָּשֵׁב הִוּ>שְׁבִי נוֹשׁ.ֶבֶת

נוֹשׁ.ַבְתָּ תִּוָּשֵׁב הִוּ>שְׁבוּ נוֹשָׁבִים

נוֹשַׁבְתְּ תִּוּ>שְׁבִי הִוָּשׁ.ַבְנָה נוֹשָׁבוֹת

נוֹשׁ.ַבְתִּי אִוָּשֵׁב

נוֹשְׁבוּ יִוּ>שְׁבוּ

נוֹשַׁבְתֶּם תִּוָּשׁ.ַבְנָה

נוֹשַׁבְתֶּן תִּוּ>שְׁבוּ

נוֹשַׁ.בְנוּ תִּוָּשׁ.ַבְנָה

נִוָּשֵׁב
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Niphal Weak
Recognizing Niphal  I-י Verbs in the

Perfect and Participle

Most of the verbs that we identify as I-י
were originally I-ו.

Perfect 3ms נוֹשַׁב

Participle ms נוֹשָׁב

In these forms, the Nun is the Nun of the
Niphal. The Holem Waw reflects the original

spelling of this verb class.
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Niphal Weak
Recognizing Niphal I-י Verbs in the Imperfect,

Imperative, and Infinitive Construct

Most of the verbs that we identify as I-י
were originally I-ו.

Imperfect 3ms יִוּשֵָׁב

Imperative ms הִוּשֵָׁב

Infinitive Construct הִוּשֵָׁב

The Waw with the Daghesh Forte (ּו) is
the original Waw with the assimilated

Nun of the Niphal stem. Note that
this is not a Shureq.
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Niphal Weak
Summary of Niphal Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Strong נִקְטלַ יִקטֵָּל הִקטֵָּל הִקטֵָּל נקְִטוֹל נִקְטלָ
הִקטָּוֹל

I-Gutt נעֱֶזבַ יעֵָזֵב העֵָזֵב העֵָזֵב נַעזֲוֹב נעֱֶזבָ
הֵעזָוֹב

III-א נִמְצָא צֵא ימִָּ צֵא המִָּ צֵא המִָּ נִמְצוֹא נִמְצאָ

III-ה נִבְנהָ יִבָּנהֶ הִבָּנהֵ הבִָּנוֹת נִבְנֹה נִבְנהֶ
נבְִנֵ<יתָ הִבָּנֵה

I-נ נִצַלּ יִנצֵָּל הִנצֵָּל הִנצֵָּל הִנצֵָּל נִצָלּ
נִצוֹּל
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I-י נוֹשׁבַ יִוּשֵָׁב הִוּשֵָׁב הִוּשֵָׁב נוֹשׁבָ
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Piel Strong
Statistics for the Piel Stem in the Hebrew Bible

Total Occurrences 6,808

In the Perfect 2,215

In the Imperfect 2,565

In the Imperative 444

In the Infinitive Construct 725

In the Infinitive Absolute 85

In the Participle 774
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Piel Strong
Ten Most Frequent Verbs in the Piel Stem

דָּבַר (Q) to speak; (Pi) speak to, with or about
(someone or something) (1,085x in the Piel)

צָוָה (Pi) to command, give an order, charge (487x in
the Piel)

שָׁלַח (Q) to send, stretch out; (Pi) send, stretch out,
send away, expel, let go free (267x in the Piel)

בָּרַךְ (Q Pass Ptc) blessed, praised, adored; (Pi) bless,
praise (233x in the Piel)

בָּקַשׁ (Pi) to seek (to find or obtain), search for, look
for, discover, demand, require (222x in the Piel)

כָּלָה (Q) to (be) complete, be finished, be at an end,
come to an end; (Pi) complete, finish, bring to an
end (141x in the Piel)

כָּסָה (Q) to cover, conceal, hide; (Pi) cover (up),
conceal, clothe (132x in the Piel)

הָלַל (Pi) to praise, sing “hallelujah” (113x in the Piel)

מָלֵא (Q) to be full, fill (up); (Pi) fill, perform, carry out,
consecrate as priest (111x in the Piel)

שָׁרַת (Pi) to minister, serve, attend to the service of
God (98x in the Piel)
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Piel Strong
Meaning of the Piel Stem

1. Intensive - verbal meaning is intensified

In the Qal, שָׁבַר translates “he broke”

In the Piel, שִׁבֵּר translates “he smashed”

2. Factitive - makes an intransitive Qal verb transitive

In the Qal, ׁקָדַש translates “he was holy” (intransitive)

In the Piel, ׁקִדַּש translates “he sanctified” (transitive)

3. Denominative - verbs that are derived from a noun are
often inflected in the Piel

The noun דָּבָר translates “word”

In the (denominative) Piel, דִּבֵּר translates “he spoke”

4. Iterative - expresses the nuance of repeated action

In the Qal, ְהָלַך translates “he went, walked”

In the Piel, ְהִלֵּך translates “he paced, walked around”
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Piel Strong
Perfect

Piel Perfect
Strong Verb

קִטֵּל
Qal Piel Translation

3ms קָטַל קטִֵּל he slaughtered

3fs טְלָה ק, קטְִּלָה she slaughtered

2ms קָטַ.לְתָּ קטִּ.ַלְתָּ you slaughtered

2fs קָטַלְתְּ קטִַּלְתְּ you slaughtered

1cs קטַָ.לְתִּי קטִּ.ַלְתִּי I slaughtered

3cp טְלוּ ק, קטְִּלוּ they slaughtered

2mp קְטַלְתֶּם קִטַּלְתֶּם you slaughtered

2fp קְטַלְתֶּן קטִַּלְתֶּן you slaughtered

1cp קָטַ.לְנוּ קטִַּ.לְנוּ we slaughtered
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Piel Strong
Imperfect

Piel Imperfect
Strong Verb

יְקַטֵּל
Qal Piel Translation

3ms יִקְטֹל יְקטֵַּל he will slaughter

3fs תִּקְטֹל תְּקטֵַּל she will slaughter

2ms תִּקְטֹל תְּקטֵַּל you will slaughter

2fs תִּקְטְלִי תּקְַטְּלִי you will slaughter

1cs אֶקְטֹל אֲקטֵַּל I will slaughter

3mp יִקְטְלוּ יְקטְַּלוּ they will slaughter

3fp תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה תְּקטַּ.ֵלְנָה they will slaughter

2mp תִּקְטְלוּ תְּקטְַּלוּ you will slaughter

2fp תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה תְּקטַּ.ֵלְנָה you will slaughter
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1cp נִקְטֹל נְקטֵַּל we will slaughter
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Piel Strong
Imperative

Piel Imperative
Strong Verb

קַטֵּל
Piel Piel

Imperfect Imperative Translation

2ms תְּקַטֵּל קטֵַּל (you) slaughter!

2fs תְּקַטְּלִי קַטְּלִי (you) slaughter!

2mp תְּקַטְּלוּ קטְַּלוּ (you) slaughter!

2fp תְּקַטּ.ֵלְנָה קטַּ.ֵלְנָה (you) slaughter!
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Piel Strong
Infinitive Construct and Infinitive Absolute

The Piel Infinitive Construct and Infinitive Absolute
are spelled the same.

Piel Infinitive
Construct

קַטֵּל

Piel Infinitive
Absolute

קַטֵּל
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Piel Strong
Participle

Piel Participle
Strong Verb

מְקַטֵּל
Qal Piel Translation

ms קֹטֵל מְקטֵַּל slaughtering

fs קֹט.ֶלֶת מְקטַּ.ֶלֶת slaughtering

mp קֹטְלִים מְקטְַּלִים slaughtering

fp קֹטְלוֹת מְקטְַּלוֹת slaughtering
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Piel Strong
The Participle Prefix in the Derived Stems

Stem Prefix Example

Niphal נִ נִקְטלָ

Piel מְ מְקַטֵּל

Pual מְ מְקֻטָּל

Hiphil מַ מקְַטִיל

Hophal (u-class) מֻ מֻקְטָל

              (o-class) מָ מָקְטָל
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Piel Strong
Summary of Piel Strong Verb Diagnostics

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

קטִֵּל יְקטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל מְקטֵַּל

קִטֵּל יְקַטֵּל קַטֵּל קַטֵּל קַטֵּל מְקַטֵּל

קִטְּלָה תְּקַטֵּל קַטְּלִי מְקַטּ.ֶלֶת

קִטּ.ַלְתָּ תְּקַטֵּל קַטְּלוּ מְקַטְּלִים

קִטַּלְתְּ תְּקַטְּלִי קַטּ.ֵלְנָה מְקַטְּלוֹת

קִטּ.ַלְתִּי אֲקַטֵּל

קִטְּלוּ יְקַטְּלוּ

קִטַּלְתֶּם תְּקַטּ.ֵלְנָה

קִטַּלְתֶּן תְּקַטְּלוּ

קִטַּ.לְנוּ תְּקַטּ.ֵלְנָה

נְקַטֵּל
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Piel Strong
Daghesh Forte as a Diagnostic

All conjugations of the Piel, Pual, and Hithpael
have a Daghesh Forte in the second root consonant

 of the strong verb.

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Participle
Construct

Piel קטִֵּל יְקטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל מְקטֵַּל

Pual קטַֻּל יְקטַֻּל מְקטַֻּל
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Piel Weak
III-ע/ח Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

שִׁלַּח ישְַׁלַּח שַׁלַּח שַׁלַּח שַׁלֵּחַ משְַׁלֵּחַ

שִׁלַּח יְשַׁלַּח שַׁלַּח שַׁלַּח שַׁלֵּחַ מְשַׁלֵּחַ

שִׁלְּחָה תְּשַׁלַּח שַׁלְּחִי מְשַׁלַּ.חַת

שִׁלַּ.חְתָּ תְּשַׁלַּח שַׁלְּחוּ מְשַׁלְּחִים

שִׁלּ.ַחַתְּ תְּשַׁלְּחִי שַׁלּ.ַחְנָה מְשַׁלְּחוֹת

שִׁלַּ.חְתִּי אֲשַׁלַּח

שִׁלְּחוּ יְשַׁלְּחוּ

שִׁלַּחְתֶּם תְּשַׁלּ.ַחְנָה

שִׁלַּחְתֶּן תְּשַׁלְּחוּ

שִׁלּ.ַחְנוּ תְּשַׁלּ.ַחְנָה

נְשַׁלַּח
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Piel Weak
III-א Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

ֵּא מצִ ֵּא יְמצַ ֵּא מצַ ֵּא מצַ ֵּא מצַ ֵּא מְמצַ
ֹּא מצַ

מִצֵּא יְמַצֵּא מַצֵּא מַצֵּא מַצֹּא מְמַצֵּא

מִצְּאָה תְּמַצֵּא מַצְּאִי מְמַצֵּאת

מִצֵּ.אתָ תְּמַצֵּא מַצְּאוּ מְמַצְּאִים

מִצֵּאת תְּמַצְּאִי מַצֶּ.אנָה מְמַצְּאוֹת

מִצּ.ֵאתִי אֲמַצֵּא

מִצְּאוּ יְמַצְּאוּ

מִצֵּאתֶם תְּמַצֶּ.אנָה

מִצֵּאתֶן תְּמַצְּאוּ

מִצּ.ֵאנוּ תְּמַצֶּ.אנָה

BBH 27.4 340

נְמַצֵּא



Piel Weak
III-ה Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

גִּלָּה יְגַלֶּה גַּלֵּה גַּלוֹּת גַּלֵּה מְגַלֶּה
יתָ גִּלִּ.

גִּלָּה יְגַלֶּה גַּלֵּה גַּלּוֹת גַּלֵּה מְגַלֶּה

גִּלְּתָה תְּגַלֶּה גַּלִּי מְגַלָּה

גִּלּ.ִיתָ תְּגַלֶּה גַּלּוּ מְגַלִּים

גִּלִּית תְּגַלִּי גַּלֶּ.ינָה מְגַלּוֹת

גִּלּ.ִיתִי אֲגַלֶּה

גִּלּוּ יְגַלּוּ

גִּלִּיתֶם תְּגַלּ.ֶינָה

גִּלִִּיתֶן תְּגַלּוּ

גִּלּ.ִינוּ תְּגַלּ.ֶינָה

נְגַלֶּה

BBH 27.5 341



Piel Weak
Diagnostic Endings for III-ה Verbs in All Stems

Conjugation Ending

Perfect (3ms) בָה

Imperfect בֶה

Imperative (ms) בֵה

Infinitive Construct בוֹת

BBH 27.5 342

Participle (ms) בֶה



Piel Weak
Geminate Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הִלֵּל יְהַלֵּל הַלֵּל הַלֵּל הַלֵּל מְהַלֵּל

הִלֵּל יְהַלֵּל הַלֵּל הַלֵּל הַלֵּל מְהַלֵּל

הִלְלָה תְּהַלֵּל הַלְלִי מְהַלֶּ.לֶת

הִלַּ.לְתָּ תְּהַלֵּל הַלְלוּ מְהַלְּלִים

הִלַּלְתְּ תְּהַלְלִי הַלּ.ֵלְנָה מְהַלְּלוֹת

הִלּ.ַלְתִּי אֲהַלֵּל

הִלְלוּ יְהַלְלוּ

הִלַּלְתֶּם תְּהַלּ.ֵלְנָה

הִלַּלְתֶּן תְּהַלְלוּ

הִלַּ.לְנוּ תְּהַלּ.ֵלְנָה

נְהַלֵּל

BBH 27.6 343



Piel Weak
II-Guttural Verbs in the Piel Perfect

A guttural consonant (or ר) in the second root position rejects
the Daghesh Forte of the Piel stem, resulting in either virtual

doubling or compensatory lengthening.

Strong Verb - Piel Perfect 3ms

קִטֵּל

II-Guttural with Virtual Doubling
Hireq is retained with virtual doubling.

בּעִֵר

II-Guttural with Compensatory Lengthening
Tsere is the result of compensatory lengthening.

BBH 27.7 344
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Piel Weak
II-Guttural Verbs with Virtual Doubling

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

נחִַם יְנחֵַם נחֵַם נחֵַם נחֵַם מְנחֵַם

נִחַם יְנַחֵם נַחֵם נַחֵם נַחֵם מְנַחֵם

נִחֲמָה תְּנַחֵם נַחֲמִי מְנַח.ֶמֶת

נִחַ.מְתָּ תְּנַחֵם נַחֲמוּ מְנַחֲמִים

נִחַמְתְּ תְּנַחֲמִי נַח.ֵמְנָה מְנַחֲמוֹת

נִחַ.מְתִּי אֲנַחֵם

נִחֲמוּ יְנַחֲמוּ

נִחַמְתֶּם תְּנַח.ֵמְנָה

נִחַמְתֶּן תְּנַחֲמוּ

נִחַ.מְנוּ תְּנַח.ֵמְנָה

נְנַחֵם

BBH 27.8-9 345



Piel Weak
II-Guttural Verbs with Compensatory Lengthening

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

בּרֵֵךְ יְברֵָךְ בּרֵָךְ בּרֵָךְ בּרֵָךְ מְברֵָךְ

בֵּרֵךְ יְבָרֵךְ בָּרֵךְ בָּרֵךְ בָּרֵךְ מְבָרֵךְ

בֵּרְכָה תְּבָרֵךְ בּ>רְכִי מְבָרֶ.כֶת

בֵּרַ.כְתָּ תְּבָרֵךְ בּ>רְכוּ מְב>רְכִים

בֵּרַכְתְּ תְּב>רְכִי בָּרֵ.כְנָה מְב>רְכוֹת

בֵּרַ.כְתִּי אֲבָרֵךְ

בֵּרְכוּ יְב>רְכוּ

בֵּרַכְתֶּם תְּבָרֵ.כְנָה

בֵּרַכְתֶּן תְּב>רְכוּ

בֵּרַ.כְנוּ תְּבָרֵ.כְנָה

נְבָרֵךְ

BBH 27.10-11 346



Piel Weak
Summary of Piel Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Strong קטִֵּל יְקטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל מְקטֵַּל

III-ע/ח שִׁלַּח ישְַׁלַּח שַׁלחַּ שַׁלַּח שַׁלֵּחַ משְַׁלֵּחַ

III-א ֵּא מצִ ֵּא יְמצַ ֵּא מצַ ֵּא מצַ ֵּא מצַ ֵּא מְמצַ
ֹּא מצַ

III-ה גִּלָּה יְגַלֶּה גַּלֵּה גַּלוֹּת גַּלֵּה מְגַלֶּה
יתָ גִּלִּ.

Geminate הִלֵּל יְהַללֵּ הַלֵּל הַללֵּ הַלֵּל מְהַלֵּל

II-Gutt נחִַם יְנחֵַם נחֵַם נחֵַם נחֵַם מְנחֵַם

BBH 27.12  347

II-Gutt בּרֵֵךְ יְברֵָךְ בּרֵָךְ בּרֵָךְ בּרֵָךְ מְברֵָךְ
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Pual Strong
Statistics for the Pual Stem in the Hebrew Bible

Total Occurrences 423

In the Perfect 146

In the Imperfect 85

In the Imperative 0

In the Infinitive Construct 1

In the Infinitive Absolute 1

In the Participle 190

BBH 28.1 348



Pual Strong
The Ten Most Frequent Verbs in the Pual Stem

שָׁדַד (Q) to devastate, ruin, deal violently with; (Pu) be
devastated (20x in the Pual)

צָרַע (Q) to be afflicted with a skin disease; (Pu) be
struck with a skin disease (15x in the Pual)

בָּרַךְ (Q Pass Ptc) blessed, praised, adored; (Pi) bless,
praise; (Pu) be blessed (13x in the Pual)

הָלַל (Pi) to praise, sing “hallelujah”; (Pu) be praised,
be praiseworthy (10x in the Pual)

שָׁלַח (Q) to send, stretch out; (Pi) send, stretch out,
send away; (Pu) be sent away (10x in the Pual)

צָוָה (Pi) to command, give an order; (Pu) be ordered,
receive a command (9x in the Pual)

יָדַע (Q) to know, notice, be(come) acquainted with;
(Pu Ptc) acquaintance, confidant (8x in the Pual)

אָדַם (Q) to be red; (Pu) be reddened, be dyed red (7x
in the Pual)

יָסַד (Q) to found, establish; (Pi) found, appoint,
establish; (Pu) be founded (7x in the Pual)

כָּסָה (Q) to cover, conceal, hide; (Pi) cover (up),
conceal; (Pu) be covered (7x in the Pual)

BBH 28.1 349



Pual Strong
Translating the Piel and Pual

1. Perfect קִטֵּל Piel Perfect 3ms
He slaughtered

קֻטַּל Pual Perfect 3ms
He was slaughtered

2. Imperfect יְקַטְּלוּ Piel Imperfect 3mp
They will slaughter

יְקֻטְּלוּ Pual Imperfect 3mp
They will be slaughtered

3. Participle מְקַטְּלִים Piel Participle mp
slaughtering

מְקֻטְּלִים Pual Participle mp
being slaughtered

BBH 28.2 350



Pual Strong
Comparing the Diagnostics of the Piel and Pual

1. Perfect קטִֵּל Piel Perfect 3ms
He slaughtered

קטַֻּל Pual Perfect 3ms
He was slaughtered

2. Imperfect יְקטְַּלוּ Piel Imperfect 3mp
They will slaughter

יְקטְֻּלוּ Pual Imperfect 3mp
They will be slaughtered

3. Participle מְקטְַּלִים Piel Participle mp
slaughtering

מְקטְֻּלִים Pual Participle mp
being slaughtered

BBH 28.2 351



Pual Strong
Translating the Niphal and Pual

1. Perfect נִקְטַל Niphal Perfect 3ms
He was killed

קֻטַּל Pual Perfect 3ms
He was slaughtered

2. Imperfect יִקּ,טְלוּ Niphal Imperfect 3mp
They will be killed

יְקֻטְּלוּ Pual Imperfect 3mp
They will be slaughtered

3. Participle נִקְטָלִים Niphal Participle mp
being killed

מְקֻטְּלִים Pual Participle mp
being slaughtered

BBH 28.2 352



Pual Strong
Daghesh Forte as a Diagnostic

All conjugations of the Piel, Pual, and Hithpael
have a Daghesh Forte in the second root consonant

 of the strong verb.

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Participle
Construct

Piel קטִֵּל יְקטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל מְקטֵַּל

Pual קטַֻּל יְקטַֻּל מְקטַֻּל

Hithpael הִתקְַטֵּּל ֵל יִתקְַטּּ ל ֵ הִתקְַטּּ ֵל הִתקְַטּּ ֵל מִתקְַטּּ

BBH 28 353



Pual Strong
Perfect

Pual Perfect
Strong Verb

קֻטַּל
Piel Pual Translation

3ms קִטֵּל קטַֻּל he was slaughtered

3fs קִטְּלָה קטְֻּלָה she was slaughtered

2ms קִטּ.ַלְתָּ קטֻּ.ַלְתָּ you were slaughtered

2fs קִטַּלְתְּ קטַֻּלְתְּ you were slaughtered

1cs קִטּ.ַלְתִּי קטֻּ.ַלְתִּי I was slaughtered

3cp קִטְּלוּ קטְֻּלוּ they were slaughtered

2mp קִטַּלְתֶּם קֻטַּלְתֶּם you were slaughtered

2fp קִטַּלְתֶּן קטַֻּלְתֶּן you were slaughtered

1cp קִטַּ.לְנוּ קטַֻּ.לְנוּ we were slaughtered

BBH 28.3-4  354
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Pual Strong
Imperfect

Pual Imperfect
Strong Verb

יְקֻטַּל
Piel Pual Translation

3ms יְקַטֵּל יְקטֻּלַ he will be slaughtered

3fs תְּקַטֵּל תְּקטַֻּל she will be slaughtered

2ms תְּקַטֵּל תְּקטַֻּל you will be slaughtered

2fs תְּקַטְּלִי תּקְֻטְּלִי you will be slaughtered

1cs אֲקַטֵּל אֲקטַֻּל I will be slaughtered

3mp יְקַטְּלוּ יְקטְֻּלוּ they will be slaughtered

3fp תְּקַטּ.ֵלְנָה תְּקטֻּ.ַלְנָה they will be slaughtered

2mp תְּקַטְּלוּ תְּקטְֻּלוּ you will be slaughtered

2fp תְּקַטּ.ֵלְנָה תְּקטֻּ.ַלְנָה you will be slaughtered

BBH 28.5-6  355

1cp נְקַטֵּל נְקטַֻּל we will be slaughtered
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Pual Strong
Participle

Pual Participle
Strong Verb

מְקֻטַּל
Piel Pual Translation

ms מְקַטֵּל מְקטֻּלַ being slaughtered

fs מְקַטּ.ֶלֶת מְקטֻּ.ֶלֶת being slaughtered

mp מְקַטְּלִים מְקטְֻּלִים being slaughtered

fp מְקַטְּלוֹת מְקטְֻּלוֹת being slaughtered

BBH 28.7-8  356
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Pual Strong
The Participle Prefix in the Derived Stems

Stem Prefix Example

Niphal נִ נִקְטלָ

Piel מְ מְקַטֵּל

Pual מְ מְקֻטָּל

Hiphil מַ מקְַטִיל

Hophal (u-class) מֻ מֻקְטָל

              (o-class) מָ מָקְטָל

BBH 28.7-8 357
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Pual Strong
Summary of Pual Strong Verb Diagnostics

Perfect Imperfect Participle

קטַֻּל יְקטַֻּל מְקטַֻּל

קֻטַּל יְקֻטַּל מְקֻטָּל

קֻטְּלָה תְּקֻטַּל מְקֻטֶּ.לֶת

קֻטַּ.לְתָּ תְּקֻטַּל מְקֻטָּליִם

קֻטַּלְתְּ תְּקֻטְּלִי מְקֻטָּלוֹת

קֻטַּ.לְתִּי אֲקֻטַּל

קֻטְּלוּ יְקֻטְּלוּ

קֻטַּלְתֶּם תְּקֻטַּ.לְנָה

קֻטַּלְתֶּן תְּקֻטְּלוּ

קֻטַּ.לְנוּ תְּקֻטַּ.לְנָה

BBH 28.9  358

נְקֻטַּל
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Pual Weak
III-א Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Participle

מצֻאָּ יְמצֻאָּ ָּא מְמצֻ

מֻצָּא יְמֻצָּא מְמֻצּאָ

מֻצְּאָה תְּמֻצָּא מְמֻצָּאָה

מֻצֵּ.אתָ תְּמֻצָּא מְמֻצָּאִים

מֻצֵּאת תְּמֻצְּאִי מְמֻצָּאוֹת

מֻצֵּ.אתִי אֲמֻצָּא

מֻצְּאוּ יְמֻצְּאוּ

מֻצֵּאתֶם תְּמֻצֶּ.אנָה

מֻצֵּאתֶן תְּמֻצְּאוּ

מֻצֵּ.אנוּ תְּמֻצֶּ.אנָה

נְמֻצָּא

BBH 29.3 359



Pual Weak
III-ה Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Participle

גֻּלָּה יגְֻלֶּה מגְֻלֶּה
יתָ גֻּלֵּ.

גֻּלָּה יְגֻלֶּה מְגֻלֶּה

גֻּלְּתָה תְּגֻלֶּה מְגֻלָּה

גֻּלּ.ֵיתָ תְּגֻלֶּה מְגֻלִּים

גֻּלֵּית תְּגֻלִּי מְגֻלּוֹת

גֻּלּ.ֵיתִי אֲגֻלֶּה

גֻּלּוּ יְגֻלּוּ

גֻּלֵּיתֶם תְּגֻלּ.ֶינָה

גֻּלֵּיתֶן תְּגֻלּוּ

גֻּלֵּ.ינוּ תְּגֻלּ.ֶינָה

נְגֻלֶּה

BBH 29.4 360



Pual Weak
Diagnostic Endings for III-ה Verbs in All Stems

Conjugation Ending

Perfect (3ms) בָה

Imperfect בֶה

Imperative (ms) בֵה

Infinitive Construct בוֹת

Participle (ms) בֶה

BBH 29.4 361



Pual Weak
II-Guttural Verbs in the Pual Perfect

A guttural consonant (or ר) in the second root position rejects
the Daghesh Forte of the Pual stem, resulting in either virtual

doubling or compensatory lengthening.

Strong Verb - Pual Perfect 3ms

קֻטַּל

II-Guttural with Virtual Doubling
Qibbuts is retained with virtual doubling.

נחַֻם

II-Guttural with Compensatory Lengthening
Holem is the result of compensatory lengthening.

BBH 29.5 362

בּרַֹךְ



Pual Weak
II-Guttural Verbs in the Pual Imperfect

Strong Verb - Pual Imperfect 3ms

יְקֻטַּל

II-Guttural with Virtual Doubling
Qibbuts is retained with virtual doubling.

ינְחַֻם

II-Guttural with Compensatory Lengthening
Holem is the result of compensatory lengthening.

BBH 29.5 363

יְברַֹךְ



Pual Weak
II-Guttural Verbs in the Pual Participle

Strong Verb - Pual Participle ms

מְקטָֻּל

II-Guttural with Virtual Doubling
Qibbuts is retained with virtual doubling.

מנְחָֻם

II-Guttural with Compensatory Lengthening
Holem is the result of compensatory lengthening.

BBH 29.5 364

מְברָֹךְ



Pual Weak
II-Guttural Verbs with Virtual Doubling:

Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Participle

נחַֻם יְנחַֻם מְנחָֻם

נֻחַם יְנֻחַם מְנֻחָם

נֻחֲמָה תְּנֻחַם מְנֻחֶ.מֶת

נֻחַ.מְתָּ תְּנֻחַם מְנֻחָמִים

נֻחַמְתְּ תְּנֻחֲמִי מְנֻחָמוֹת

נֻח.ַמְתִּי אֲנֻחַם

נֻחֲמוּ יְנֻחֲמוּ

נֻחַמְתֶּם תְּנֻחַ.מְנָה

נֻחַמְתֶּן תְּנֻחֲמוּ

נֻח.ַמְנוּ תְּנֻחַ.מְנָה

נְנֻחַם
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Pual Weak
II-Guttural Verbs with Compensatory Lengthening:

Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Participle

בּרַֹךְ יְברַֹךְ מְברָֹךְ

בֹּרַךְ יְבֹרַךְ מְבֹרָךְ

בֹּרְכָה תְּבֹרַךְ מְבֹרֶ.כֶת

בֹּרַ.כְתָּ תְּבֹרַךְ מְבֹרָכִים

בֹּרַכְתְּ תְּבֹרְכִי מְבֹרָכוֹת

בֹּרַ.כְתִּי אֲבֹרַךְ

בֹּרְכוּ יְבֹרְכוּ

בֹּרַכְתֶּם תְּבֹרַ.כְנָה

בֹּרַכְתֶּן תְּבֹרְכוּ

בֹּרַ.כְנוּ תְּבֹרַ.כְנָה

נְבֹרַךְ
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Pual Weak
Summary of Pual Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect Imperfect Participle

Strong קֻטַּל יקְֻטַּל מְקֻטָּל

III-א מֻצאָּ יְמֻצאָּ ָּא מְמֻצ

III-ה גּלָֻּה יְגלֶֻּה מְגלֶֻּה
יתָ גּלֵֻּ.

II-Gutt נחַֻם ינְחַֻם מנְחָֻם

BBH 29.10  367

II-Gutt בּרַֹךְ יְברַֹךְ מְברָֹךְ
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Hiphil Strong
Statistics for the Hiphil Stem in the Hebrew Bible

Total Occurrences 9,483

In the Perfect 2,680

In the Imperfect 4,058

In the Imperative 741

In the Infinitive Construct 948

In the Infinitive Absolute 221

In the Participle 835

BBH 30.1 368



Hiphil Strong
The Ten Most Frequent Verbs in the Hiphil Stem

בּוֹא (Q) to go in, enter, come to; (Hi) bring (in), come
(in) (557x in the Hiphil)

נָכָה (Hi) to strike, smite, beat, strike dead, destroy,
injure (482x in the Hiphil)

שׁוּב (Q) to turn back, return, go back; (Hi) cause to
return, bring back, give back (364x in the Hiphil)

נָגַד (Hi) to tell, announce, report, declare, inform
(336x in the Hiphil)

יָצָא (Q) to go (come) out, go (come) forth; (Hi) cause
to go (come) out, bring forth (282x in the Hiphil)

עָלָה (Q) to go up, ascend; (Hi) bring or lead up or out,
offer up (sacrifice); (260x in the Hiphil)

נָצַל (Hi) tear from, take away, deliver from (191x in
the Hiphil)

יָשַׁע (Hi) help, save, deliver, rescue, come to the aid of
(184x in the Hiphil)

קָרַב (Q) to approach, draw near; (Hi) bring (near),
present, offer a sacrifice (177x in the Hiphil)

יָלַד (Q) to bear (children), give birth, beget; (Hi)

BBH 30.1 369

beget, become the father of (176x in the Hiphil)



Hiphil Strong
Meaning of the Hiphil Stem

1. Causative - causative type of action with an active voice

In the Qal, זָכַר translates “he remembered”

In the Hiphil, הִזְכִּיר translates “he caused to remember” or 
“he reminded”

2. Simple Action - preserves the simple action of the Qal

In the Qal, שָׁכַם translates “he arose early”

In the Hiphil, הִשְׁכִּים translates “he arose early”

3. Declarative - the subject of the verb declares someone or
something to be in a certain condition or state of being

In the Qal, רָשַׁע translates “he was guilty”

In the Hiphil, ַהִרְשִׁיע translates “he declared guilty”

4. Factitive - makes an intransitive Qal verb transitive

In the Qal, גָּדַל translates “he was great”

In the Hiphil, הִגְדִּיל translates “he made (someone) great”

BBH 30.2 370



Hiphil Strong
Perfect

Hiphil Perfect
Strong Verb

ִיל הִ / ַ.לְתָּ הִ

Qal Hiphil Translation

3ms לַטָ ק ִיל הִ he caused to kill

3fs הָלטְ ק, .ִילָה הִ she caused to kill

2ms ָתְּל . ַטָקָתְּל .ַ הִ you caused to kill

2fs ַ הִ you caused to kill

1cs יִתְּל ַטָ. ק י ִתְּל .ַ הִ I caused to kill

3cp וּלטְ ק, ִ.ילוּ הִ they caused to kill

2mp םֶתְּלַ ֶתְּל ַ הִ you caused to kill

2fp ןֶתְּלַ ֶתְּל ַ הִ you caused to kill

1cp וּנְל . ַטָ ק ַ.לְנוּ הִ we caused to kill

BBH 30.3-4 371
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Hiphil Strong
Imperfect

Hiphil Imperfect
Strong Verb

יקְַטִיל
Qal Hiphil  Translation

3ms ל יִ ִיל יַ he will cause to kill

3fs ל תִּ ִיל תַּ she will cause to kill

2ms ל תִּ ִיל תַּ you will cause to kill

2fs לִי תִּ .ִיליִ תַּ you will cause to kill

1cs ל אֶ ִיל אַ I will cause to kill

3mp לוּ יִ יקַטְִ.ילוּ they will cause to kill

3fp .לְֹנהָ תִּ .לְֵנָה תַּ they will cause to kill

2mp לוּ תִּ ִ.ילוּ תַּ you will cause to kill

2fp .לְֹנהָ תִּ .לְֵנָה תַּ you will cause to kill

1cp ל נִ ִיל נַ we will cause to kill

BBH 30.5-6 372
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Hiphil Strong
Imperative

Hiphil Imperative
Strong Verb

לֵ הַ or ִ.ילִי הַ

Qal Hiphil  Translation

2ms ל ֵ הַ cause to kill!

2fs לִי ִ.ילִ הַ cause to kill!

2mp לוּ ִ.י הַ cause to kill!

2fp .לְֹנהָ ֵ.לנְָ הַ cause to kill!

BBH 30.7-8 373
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Hiphil Strong
The Two Infinitives

In terms of spelling, only the stem vowel will distinguish the
Infinitive Construct from the Infinitive Absolute.

Hiphil Infinitive
Construct

הקְַטִיל

Hiphil Infinitive
Absolute

הַקְטלֵ

BBH 30.9-12 374



Hiphil Strong
Participle

Hiphil Participle
Strong Verb

מקְַטִיל
Qal Hiphil Translation

ms קֹטֵל מַקְטִיל causing to kill

fs קֹט.ֶלֶת מַקְטֶֶ.לתֶ causing to kill

mp קֹטְלִים מַקְטִיליִם causing to kill

fp קֹטְלוֹת מַקְטִילוֹת causing to kill

BBH 30.13-14  375
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Hiphil Strong
The Participle Prefix in the Derived Stems

Stem Prefix Example

Niphal נִ נִקְטלָ

Piel מְ מְקַטֵּל

Pual מְ מְקֻטָּל

Hiphil מַ מקְַטִיל

Hophal (u-class) מֻ מֻקְטָל

              (o-class) מָ מָקְטָל

Hithpael מִתְ מִתְקַטֵּל
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Hiphil Strong
Summary of Hiphil Strong Verb Diagnostics

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הקְִטִיל יקְַטִיל הַקְטלֵ הקְַטִיל הַקְטלֵ מקְַטִיל
הקְִטַ.לְתָּ ילִי הקְַטִ.

הִקְטִיל יקְַטִיל הַקְטֵל הַקְטִיל הַקְטֵל מַקְטִיל

הִקְט.ִילָה תּקְַטִיל יליִ הַקְטִ. לתֶ מַקְטֶֶ.

הִקְטַ.לְתָּ תּקְַטִיל הַקְטִ.ילוּ מַקְטיִליִם

הִקְטַלְתְּ ִיליִ תּקְַט. הַקְטֵ.לְנָה מַקְטִילוֹת

הִקְטַ.לְתִּי אקְַטִיל

הִקְטִ.ילוּ יקְַטִ.ילוּ

הִקְטַלְתֶּם תּקְַט.ֵלְנָה

הִקְטַלְתֶּן תּקְַטִ.ילוּ

הִקְטַ.לְנוּ תּקְַט.ֵלְנָה

BBH 30.15  377

נקְַטִיל
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Hiphil Strong
The ִה and ַה Prefixes in the Hiphil Stem

In certain conjugations of the Hiphil
stem, the ִה and ַה prefixes are the

most important diagnostic features.
It is essential to know in which

conjugations each occurs.

Perfect 3ms הקְִטִיל

Imperative 2ms הַקְטֵל

Infinitive Construct הקְַטִיל

Infinitive Absolute הַקְטֵל

BBH 30 378



Hiphil Strong
The Qal and Hiphil Stems: A Point of Possible

Confusion in the Imperfect

Hiphil Imperfect verbs have Pathach
under the preformative.

יקְַטִיל

I-Guttural (Type 2) Qal Imperfect
verbs have the same preformative

vowel.

יַעֲמדֹ

The stem vowel will distinguish
between the Qal (Holem) and Hiphil

BBH 30 379
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Hiphil Strong
The Niphal and Hiphil Stems: A Point of

Possible Confusion

The ִה prefix is a diagnostic feature of the Hiphil Perfect. It
also marks the Niphal Imperative, Infinitive Construct, and
one form of the Infinitive Absolute. Given that certain Hiphil
and Niphal forms have the ִה prefix in common, other
diagnostic features must be used to distinguish between
them.

Hiphil Perfect 3ms הקְִטִיל

Niphal Imperative ms הִקטֵָּל
and Infinitive Construct

Niphal Infinitive הִקטָּוֹל

BBH 30 380
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Hiphil Weak
I-Guttural Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הֶעֱמִיד יַעֲמִיד הַעֲמדֵ הַעֲמִיד הַעֲמדֵ מַעֲמִיד
הֶעֱמַ.דְתָּ ִידִי הַעֲמ.

הֶעֱמִיד יַעֲמִיד הַעֲמֵד הַעֲמִיד הַעֲמֵד מַעֲמִיד

הֶעֱמִ.ידָה תַּעֲמִיד הַעֲמ.ִידִי מַעֲמֶ.דֶת

הֶעֱמ.ַדְתָּ תַּעֲמִיד הַעֲמ.ִידוּ מַעֲמִידִים

הֶעֱמַדְתְּ תַּעֲמ.ִידִי הַעֲמ.ֵדְנָה מַעֲמִידוֹת

הֶעֱמ.ַדְתִּי אַעֲמִיד

הֶעֱמ.ִידוּ יַעֲמִ.ידוּ

הֶעֱמַדְתֶּם תַּעֲמֵ.דְנָה

הֶעֱמַדְתֶּן תַּעֲמ.ִידוּ

הֶעֱמַ.דְנוּ תַּעֲמֵ.דְנָה

נַעֲמִיד
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Hiphil Weak
III-ע/ח Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הִשְׁלִיחַ יַשְׁלִיחַ השְַׁלחַ הַשְׁלִיחַ השְַׁלחֵַ מַשְׁלִיחַ
הִשְׁלַ.חְתָּ יחִי השְַׁלִ.

הִשְׁלִיחַ יַשְׁלִיחַ הַשְׁלחַ הַשְׁלִיחַ הַשְׁלֵחַ מַשְׁלִיחַ

הִשְׁלִ.יחָה תַּשְׁלִיחַ הַשְׁלִ.יחִי מַשְׁל.ַחַת

הִשְׁלַ.חְתָּ תַּשְׁלִיחַ הַשְׁלִ.יחוּ מַשְׁלִיחִים

הִשְׁלַ.חַתְּ תַּשְׁל.ִיחִי הַשְׁל.ַחְנָה מַשְׁלִיחוֹת

הִשְׁל.ַחְתִּי אַשְׁלִיחַ

הִשְׁלִ.יחוּ יַשְׁלִ.יחוּ

הִשְׁלַחְתֶּם תַּשְׁלַ.חְנָה

הִשְׁלַחְתֶּן תַּשְׁל.ִיחוּ

הִשְׁלַ.חְנוּ תַּשְׁלַ.חְנָה

נַשְׁלִיחַ
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Hiphil Weak
III-א Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הִמְצִיא יַמְצִיא הַמְצאֵ הַמְצִיא הַמְצאֵ מַמְצִיא
אתָ הִמְצֵ. ִיאִי הַמְצ.

הִמְצִיא יַמְצִיא הַמְצאֵ הַמְצִיא הַמְצֵא מַמְצִיא

הִמְצ.ִיאָה תַּמְצִיא הַמְצ.ִיאִי מַמְצֵאת

הִמְצ.ֵאתָ תַּמְצִיא הַמְצ.ִִיאוּ מַמְצִיאִים

הִמְצֵאת תַּמְצ.ִיאִי אנָה הַמְצֶ. מַמְצִיאוֹת

אתיִ הִמְצֵ. אַמְצִיא

הִמְצ.ִיאוּ יַמְצ.ִיאוּ

הִמְצֵאתֶם תַּמְצ.ֶאנָה

הִמְצֵאתֶן תַּמְצ.ִיאוּ

הִמְצ.ֵאנוּ תַּמְצ.ֶאנָה

נַמְציִא
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Hiphil Weak
III-ה Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הגְִלָה יגְַלֶה הגְַלֵה הַגְלוֹת הגְַלֵה מגְַלֶה
יתָ הִגְלִ.

הגְִלָה יַגְלֶה הַגְלֵה הַגְלוֹת הַגְלֵה מַגְלֶה

הִגְלְתָה תַּגְלֶה הַגְלִי מַגְלָה

הִגְל.ִיתָ תַּגְלֶה הַגְלוּ מַגְלִים

הִגְלִית תַּגְלִי הַגְל.ֶינָה מַגְלוֹת

הִגְל.ִיתִי אַגְלֶה

הִגְלוּ יַגְלוּ

הִגְלִיתֶם תַּגְל.ֶינָה

הִגְלִיתֶן תַּגְלוּ

הִגְל.ִינוּ תַּגְל.ֶינָה

נַגְלֶה
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Hiphil Weak
Diagnostic Endings for III-ה Verbs in All Stems

Conjugation Ending

Perfect (3ms) בָה

Imperfect בֶה

Imperative (ms) בֵה

Infinitive Construct בוֹת

Participle (ms) בֶה

BBH 31.8-9 385



Hiphil Weak
I-נ Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

ִּיל הִצ ִּיל יַצ הַצלֵּ ִּיל הַצ הַצלֵּ ִּיל מַצ
ַּ.לְתָּ הִצ ילִי .ִּ הַצ

הִצִּיל יַצִּיל הַצֵּל הַצִּיל הַצֵּל מַצִּיל

הִצִּ.ילָה תַּצִּיל הַצִּ.ילִי מַצֶּ.לֶת

הִצּ.ַלְתָּ תַּצִּיל הַצִּ.ילוּ מַצּיִלִים

הִצַּלְתְּ תַּצִּ.ילִי הַצֵּ.לְנָה מַצִּילוֹת

הִצּ.ַלְתִּי אַצִּיל

הִצִּ.ילוּ יַצִּ.ילוּ

הִצַּלְתֶּם תַּצֵּ.לְנָה

הִצַּלְתֶּן תַּצִּ.ילוּ

הִצַּ.לְנוּ תַּצֵּ.לְנָה

נַצִּיל
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Hiphil Weak
Assimilation of Nun in Hiphil I-נ Verbs

נָצַל

All of the Hiphil strong verb diagnostics are preserved in
I-נ verbs. Note, however, that the first root consonant (נ) is
assimilated into the second root consonant as a Daghesh

Forte in every form of every conjugation.

Perfect 3ms הִצִיל

Imperfect 3ms יַצִיל

Imperative ms הַצֵל

Infinitive Construct הַצִיל

Infinitive Absolute הַצֵל

Participle (ms) מַצִיל

BBH 31.10-11 387
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Hiphil Weak
I-י Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הוֹשִׁיב יוֹשִׁיב הוֹשׁבֵ הוֹשִׁיב הוֹשׁבֵ מוֹשִׁיב
הוֹשַׁ.בְתָּ יבִי הוֹשִׁ.

הוֹשִׁיב יוֹשִׁיב הוֹשֵׁב הוֹשִׁיב הוֹשֵׁב מוֹשִׁיב

הוֹשִׁ.יבָה תּוֹשִׁיב הוֹשִׁ.יבִי מוֹשׁ.ֶבֶת

הוֹשַׁ.בְתָּ תּוֹשִׁיב הוֹשִׁ.יבוּ מוֹשִׁיבִים

הוֹשַׁבְתְּ תּוֹשִׁ.יבִי הוֹשׁ.ֵבְנָה מוֹשִׁיבוֹת

הוֹשַׁ.בְתִּי אוֹשִׁיב

הוֹשׁ.ִיבוּ יוֹשִׁ.יבוּ

הוֹשַׁבְתֶּם תּוֹשׁ.ֵבְנָה

הוֹשַׁבְתֶּן תּוֹשִׁ.יבוּ

הוֹשַׁ.בְנוּ תּוֹשׁ.ֵבְנָה

נוֹשִׁיב
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Hiphil Weak
Identifying Niphal and Hiphil I-י Verbs

Most I-י verbs were originally I-ו. In the Niphal, the original
Waw reappears as either Holem Waw (ֹו) or as consonantal

Waw with the assimilated Nun of the Niphal (ּו).

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

נוֹשַׁב יוִָּשֵׁב הוִָּשֵׁב הוִָּשֵׁב נוֹשָׁב

In the Hiphil, the original Waw reappears as Holem
Waw (ֹו) in every conjugation.

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הוֹשִׁיב יוֹשִׁיב הוֹשֵׁב הוֹשִׁיב הוֹשֵׁב מוֹשִׁיב
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Hiphil Weak
Biconsonantal Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הֵקִים יָקִים הָקםֵ הָקִים הָקםֵ מֵקִים
הֲקִימ.וֹתָ הָקִ.ימִי

הֵקִים יָקִים הָקֵם הָקִים הָקֵם מֵקִים

הֵקִ.ימָה תָּקִים הָקִ.ימִי מְקִימָה

הֲקִימ.וֹתָ תָּקִים הָקִ.ימוּ מְקִימִים

הֲקִימוֹת תָּקִ.ימיִ הָקֵ.מְנָה מְקִימוֹת

הֲקִימ.וֹתִי אָקִים

הֵקִ.ימוּ יָקִ.ימוּ

הֲקִימוֹתֶם תְּקִימֶ.ינָה

הֲקִימוֹתֶן תָּקִ.ימוּ

הֲקִימ.וֹנוּ תְּקִימֶ.ינָה

נָקִים
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Hiphil Weak
Summary of Hiphil Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Strong הקְִטִיל יקְַטִיל הַקְטלֵ הקְַטִיל הַקְטלֵ מקְַטִיל
הקְִטַ.לְתָּ ילִי הקְַטִ.

I-Gutt הֶעֱמִיד יַעֲמִיד הַעֲמדֵ הַעֲמִיד הַעֲמדֵ מַעֲמִיד
הֶעֱמַ.דְתָּ ִידִי הַעֲמ.

III-ע/ח הִשְׁלִיחַ יַשְׁלִיחַ השְַׁלחַ הַשְׁלִיחַ השְַׁלחֵַ מַשְׁלִיחַ
הִשְׁלַ.חְתָּ יחִי השְַׁלִ.

III-א הִמְצִיא יַמְצִיא הַמְצאֵ הַמְצִיא הַמְצאֵ מַמְצִיא
הִמְצֵ.אתָ ִיאִי הַמְצ.

III-ה הגְִלָה יגְַלֶה הגְַלֵה הַגְלוֹת הגְַלֵה מגְַלֶה
יתָ הִגְלִ.

I-נ ִּיל הִצ ִּיל יַצ הַצלֵּ ִּיל הַצ הַצלֵּ ִּיל מַצ
ַּ.לְתָּ הִצ ילִי .ִּ הַצ

I-י הוֹשִׁיב יוֹשִׁיב הוֹשׁבֵ הוֹשִׁיב הוֹשׁבֵ מוֹשִׁיב
הוֹשַׁ.בְתָּ יבִי הוֹשִׁ.

Bicon הֵקִים יָקִים הָקםֵ הָקִים הָקםֵ מֵקִים
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Hophal Strong
Statistics for the Hophal Stem in the Hebrew Bible

Total Occurrences 396

In the Perfect 109

In the Imperfect 163

In the Imperative 2

In the Infinitive Construct 8

In the Infinitive Absolute 6

In the Participle 108

BBH 32.1 392



Hophal Strong
Ten Most Frequent Verbs in the Hophal Stem

מוּת (Q) to die; (Hi) kill, put to death; (Hoph) be killed,
suffer death (69x in the Hophal)

נָגַד (Hi) to tell, announce, report; (Hoph) be told, be
announced, be reported (35x in the Hophal)

בּוֹא (Q) to go in, enter, come to; (Hi) bring (in), come
(in); (Hoph) be brought (24x in the Hophal)

שָׁזַר (Hoph Ptc) twisted; always spelled 21) מָשְׁזָרx in
the Hophal); all in Exod 26–39

נָכָה (Hi) to strike, smite, strike dead, destroy; (Hoph) be
struck down dead, be beaten (16x in the Hophal)

שָׁלַךְ (Hi) to throw (down, into or away), cast; (Hoph) be
thrown, be cast (13x in the Hophal)

יָבַל (Hi) to bring (as gift or tribute), lead; (Hoph) be
brought, be led (11x in the Hophal)

יָצַק (Q) to pour (out); (Hoph) be cast, be poured out, be
emptied out (8x in the Hophal)

פָּקַד (Q) to attend, number, appoint, visit; (Hi) appoint,
entrust; (Hoph) be appointed (8x in the Hophal)

גָּלָה (Q) to uncover, reveal, disclose; (Hi) take into exile;
(Hoph) be deported (7x in the Hophal)
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Hophal Strong
Hiphil and Hophal Perfect: Form and Translation

In general, the Hophal is the passive of the Hiphil. The
Hophal stem, therefore, is used to express

causative action with a passive voice.

הִמְלִיךְ Hiphil Perfect 3ms
He made (someone) king

הָמְלךְַ Hophal Perfect 3ms
He was made king
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Hophal Strong
Perfect

Hophal Perfect
Strong Verb

הקְָטַל or הֻקְטלַ
Hophal Hophal
u-class o-class

3ms הֻקְטלַ הָקְטלַ
3fs הקְֻטְלָה הקְָטְלָה
2ms הֻקְט.לְַתָּ הָקְט.לְַתָּ
2fs הֻקְטלְַתְּ הָקְטלְַתְּ
1cs הֻקְט.לְַתִּי הָקְט.לְַתִּי
3cp הקְֻטְלוּ הקְָטְלוּ
2mp הֻקְטלְַתֶּם הָקְטלְַתֶּם
2fp הֻקְטלְַתֶּן הָקְטלְַתֶּן
1cp הֻקְט.לְַנוּ הָקְט.לְַנוּ
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Hophal Strong
Distinguishing Between Hiphil and Hophal Perfect Verbs

הקְִט.ַלְתָּ Hiphil Perfect 2ms

הקְֻט.ַלְתָּ Hophal Perfect 2ms
(u-class)

הקְָט.ַלְתָּ Hophal Perfect 2ms
(o-class)
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Hophal Strong
Imperfect

Hophal Imperfect
Strong Verb

יקְָטַל or יֻקְטלַ
Hophal Hophal
u-class o-class

3ms יֻקְטלַ יָקְטלַ
3fs תֻּקְטלַ תָּקְטלַ
2ms תֻּקְטלַ תָּקְטלַ
2fs תּקְֻטְלִי תּקְָטְלִי
1cs אֻקְטלַ אָקְטלַ
3mp יֻקְטְלוּ יָקְטְלוּ
3fp תֻּקְטַ.לְנָה תָּקְטַ.לְנָה
2mp תֻּקְטְלוּ תָּקְטְלוּ
2fp תֻּקְטַ.לְנָה תָּקְטַ.לְנָה
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Hophal Strong
Distinguishing Between Hiphil and Hophal Imperfect Verbs

תּקְַטִיל Hiphil Imperfect 2ms

תֻּקְטלַ Hophal Imperfect 2ms
(u-class)

תָּקְטלַ Hophal Imperfect 2ms
(o-class)
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Hophal Strong
Participle

Hophal Participle
Strong Verb

מָקְטלָ or מֻקְטלָ

Hophal Hophal
u-class o-class

ms מֻקְטלָ מָקְטלָ
fs מֻקְטֶ.לֶת מָקְטֶ.לֶת
mp מֻקְטלִָים מָקְטלִָים
fp מֻקְטלָוֹת מָקְטלָוֹת
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Hophal Strong
The Participle Prefix in the Derived Stems

Stem Prefix Example

Niphal נִ נִקְטלָ

Piel מְ מְקַטֵּל

Pual מְ מְקֻטָּל

Hiphil מַ מקְַטִיל

Hophal (u-class) מֻ מֻקְטָל

              (o-class) מָ מָקְטָל

Hithpael מִתְ מִתְקַטֵּל
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Hophal Strong
Distinguishing Between Hiphil and Hophal Participles

מקְַטִילִים Hiphil Participle mp

מקְֻטלִָים Hophal Participle mp
(u-class)

מקְָטלִָים Hophal Participle mp
(o-class)
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Hophal Strong
Summary of Hophal Strong Verb Diagnostics

Perfect Imperfect Participle

u-class o-class u-class o-class u-class o-class

הֻקְטלַ הָקְטלַ יֻקְטלַ יָקְטלַ מֻקְטלָ מָקְטלָ

הֻקְטַל הָקְטַל יֻקְטַל יָקְטלַ מֻקְטָל מָקְטָל

הֻקְטְלָה הָקְטְלָה תֻּקְטַל תָּקְטַל מֻקְטֶ.לֶת מָקְטֶ.לֶת

הֻקְט.ַלְתָּ הָקְט.ַלְתָּ תֻּקְטַל תָּקְטַל מֻקְטָלִים מָקְטָלִים

הֻקְטַלְתְּ הָקְטַלְתְּ תֻּקְטְלִי תָּקְטְלִי מֻקְטָלוֹת מָקְטָלוֹת

הֻקְט.ַלְתִּי הָקְט.ַלְתִּי אֻקְטַל אָקְטלַ

הֻקְטְלוּ הָקְטְלוּ יֻקְטְלוּ יָקְטְלוּ

הֻקְטַלְתֶּם הָקְטַלְתֶּם תֻּקְטַ.לְנָה תָּקְטַ.לְנָה

הֻקְטַלְתֶּן הָקְטַלְתֶּן תֻּקְטְלוּ תָּקְטְלוּ

הֻקְט.ַלְנוּ הָקְט.ַלְנוּ תֻּקְטַ.לְנָה תָּקְטַ.לְנָה
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Hophal Weak
I-Guttural Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

I-Guttural verbs in the Hophal stem prefer Qamets Hatuf
(an o-class vowel) as the prefix or preformative vowel.

Perfect Imperfect Participle

הָעֳמדַ יָעֳמדַ מָעֳמדָ

הָעֳמַד יָעֳמַד מָעֳמָד

הָעָמְדָה תָּעֳמַד מָעֳמֶ.דֶת

הָעֳמ.ַדְתָּ תָּעֳמַד מָעֳמָדִים

הָעֳמַדְתְּ תָּעָמְדִי מָעֳמָדוֹת

הָעֳמַ.דְתִּי אָעֳמַד

הָעָמְדוּ יָעָמְדוּ

הָעֳמַדְתֶּם תָּעֳמַ.דְנָה

הָעֳמַדְתֶּן תָּעָמְדוּ

הָעֳמַ.דְנוּ תָּעֳמַ.דְנָה

נָעֳמַד
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Hophal Weak
III-ה Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

III-ה verbs in the Hophal stem prefer Qamets Hatuf (an
o-class vowel) as the prefix or preformative vowel.

Perfect Imperfect Participle

הגְָלָה יגְָלֶה מגְָלֶה

הגְָלָה יָגְלֶה מָגְלֶה

הָגְלְתָה תָּגְלֶה מָגְלָה

הָגְלֵ.יתָ תָּגְלֶה מָגְלִים

הָגְלֵית תָּגְלִי מָגְלוֹת

הָגְל.ֵיתִי אָגְלֶה

הָגְלוּ יָגְלוּ

הָגְלֵיתֶם תָּגְל.ֶינָה

הָגְלֵיתֶן תָּגְלוּ

הָגְלֵ.ינוּ תָּגְל.ֶינָה

נָגְלֶה
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Hophal Weak
Diagnostic Endings for III-ה Verbs in All Stems

Conjugation Ending

Perfect (3ms) בָה

Imperfect בֶה

Imperative (ms) בֵה

Infinitive Construct בוֹת

BBH 33.4-5 405
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Hophal Weak
Comparing Hiphil and Hophal III-ה Verbs

Perfect Imperfect Participle

Hiphil הגְִלָה יגְַלֶה מגְַלֶה

Hophal הגְָלָה יגְָלֶה מגְָלֶה
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Hophal Weak
I-נ Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

I-נ verbs in the Hophal stem prefer Qibbuts (a u-class
vowel) as the prefix or preformative vowel. Note the
assimilation of the first root consonant (נ) in every

form of each conjugation.

Perfect Imperfect Participle

הֻצּלַ יֻצּלַ מֻצּלָ

הֻצַּל יֻצַּל מֻצָּל

הֻצְּלָה תֻּצַּל מֻצֶּ.לֶת

הֻצַּ.לְתָּ תֻּצַּל מֻצָּלִים

הֻצַּלְתְּ תֻּצְּלִי מֻצָּלוֹת

הֻצַּ.לְתִּי אֻצַּל

הֻצְּלוּ יֻצְּלוּ

הֻצַּלְתֶּם תֻּצּ.ַלְנָה

הֻצַּלְתֶּן תֻּצְּלוּ
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Hophal Weak
נֻצַּל

Assimilation of Nun in Hiphil and Hophal
I-נ Verbs (נָצַל)

Perfect Imperfect Participle

Hiphil הצִִיל יצִַיל מצִַיל

Hophal הצַֻל יצַֻל מצָֻל

BBH 33.6-7 408
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Hophal Weak
I-י Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

I-י verbs in the Hophal stem prefer Shureq (a u-class
vowel) as the prefix or preformative vowel. Remember

that most I-י verbs were originally I-ו (Waw).

Perfect Imperfect Participle

הוּשׁבַ יוּשׁבַ מוּשׁבָ

הוּשַׁב יוּשַׁב מוּשָׁב

הוּשְׁבָה תּוּשַׁב מוּשֶׁ.בֶת

הוּשַׁ.בְתָּ תּוּשַׁב מוּשָׁבִים

הוּשַׁבְתְּ תּוּשְׁבִי מוּשָׁבוֹת

הוּשַׁ.בְתִּי אוּשַׁב

הוּשְׁבוּ יוּשְׁבוּ

הוּשַׁבְתֶּם תּוּשַׁ.בְנָה

הוּשַׁבְתֶּן תּוּשְׁבוּ

הוּשַׁ.בְנוּ תּוּשַׁ.בְנָה

BBH 33.8-9 409
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Hophal Weak
I-י Verbs in the Niphal, Hiphil, and Hophal (יָשַׁב)

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Niphal נוֹשׁבַ יוִָּשׁבֵ הִוָּשׁבֵ הִוָּשׁבֵ נוֹשׁבָ

Hiphil הוֹשִׁיב יוֹשִׁיב הוֹשׁבֵ הוֹשִׁיב הוֹשׁבֵ מוֹשִׁיב

Hophal הוּשׁבַ יוּשׁבַ מוּשׁבָ
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Hophal Weak
Biconsonantal Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

קוּם

Biconsonantal verbs in the Hophal stem prefer Shureq (a
u-class vowel) as the prefix or preformative vowel.

Perfect Imperfect Participle

הוּקםַ יוּקםַ מוּקםָ

הוּקַם יוּקַם מוּקָם

הוּקְמָה תּוּקַם מוּקֶ.מֶת

הוּקַ.מְתָּ תּוּקַם מוּקָמִים

הוּקַמְתְּ תּוּקְמִי מוּקָמוֹת

הוּקַ.מְתִּי אוּקַם

הוּקְמוּ יוּקְמוּ

הוּקַמְתֶּם תּוּקַ.מְנָה

הוּקַמְתֶּן תּוּקְמוּ

הוּקַ.מְנוּ תּוּקַ.מְנָה

נוּקַם
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Hophal Weak
Comparing Hiphil and Hophal Biconsonantal

Verbs with קוּם

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Hiphil הקִֵים יקִָים הקָםֵ הקִָים הקָםֵ מקִֵים

Hophal הוּקםַ יוּקםַ מוּקםָ

BBH 33.10-11 412



Hophal Weak
Geminate Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

סָבַב

Geminate verbs in the Hophal stem prefer Shureq
(a u-class vowel) as the prefix or preformative vowel.

Perfect Imperfect Participle

הוּסבַ יוּסבַ מוּסבָ

הוּסַב יוּסַב מוּסָב

הוּס.ַבָּה תּוּסַב מוּסֶ.בֶת

הוּסַבּ.וֹתָ תּוּסַב מוּסַבִּים

הוּסַבּוֹת תּוּסַ.בִּי מוּסַבּוֹת

הוּסַבּ.וֹתִי אוּסַב

הוּסַ.בּוּ יוּס.ַבּוּ

הוּסַבּוֹתֶם תּוּסַבּ.ֶינָה

הוּסַבּוֹתֶן תּוּסַ.בּוּ

הוּסַבּ.וֹנוּ תּוּסַבּ.ֶינָה

נוּסַב
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Hophal Weak
Summary of Hophal Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect Imperfect Participle

Strong (u) הֻקְטלַ יֻקְטלַ מֻקְטלָ

Strong (o) הָקְטלַ יָקְטלַ מָקְטלָ

I-Gutt הָעֳמדַ יָעֳמדַ מָעֳמדָ

III-ה הגְָלָה יגְָלֶה מגְָלֶה

I-נ הֻצּלַ יֻצּלַ מֻצּלָ

I-י הוּשַׁב יוּשַׁב מוּשָׁב

Bicon הוּקםַ יוּקםַ מוּקםָ

BBH 33.14  414

Geminate הוּסַב יוּסַב מוּסָב
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Hithpael Strong
Statistics for the Hithpael Stem in the Hebrew Bible

Total Occurrences 984

In the Perfect 161

In the Imperfect 491

In the Imperative 78

In the Infinitive Construct 104

In the Infinitive Absolute 3

In the Participle 147

BBH 34.1 415



Hithpael Strong
The Ten Most Frequent Verbs in the Hithpael Stem

פָּלַל (Hith) to pray, make intercession (80x in the
Hithpael)

הָלַךְ (Q) to go, walk; (Hith) walk about, move to and
fro (64x in the Hithpael)

יָצַב (Hith) to take one’s stand, stand firm, station
oneself, resist (48x in the Hithpael)

נָבָא (Hith) speak or behave as a prophet, be in a state
of prophetic ecstasy (28x in the Hithpael)

חָזַק (Q) to be strong, have courage; (Hith) strengthen
oneself (27x in the Hithpael)

קָדַשׁ (Q) to be holy, set apart or consecrated; (Hith)
show or keep oneself holy (24x in the Hithpael)

הָלַל (Pi) to praise, sing “hallelujah”; (Hith) boast (23x
in the Hithpael)

טָהֵר (Q) to be clean, be pure; (Hith) purify or cleanse
oneself (20x in the Hithpael)

יָחַשׂ (Hith) to be enrolled in a genealogical list; (Hith
Inf as noun) genealogy (20x in the Hithpael)

אָבַל (Q) to mourn, lament; (Hith) observe mourning
rites (19x in the Hithpael)
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Hithpael Strong
Meaning of the Hithpael Stem

1. Intensive-Reflexive - used to express an intensive type of
action with a reflexive voice.

Hithpael Perfect 3ms הִתְקַדֵּשׁ
he sanctified himself

2. Reciprocal - expresses the notion of reciprocity

Hithpael Perfect 3cp הִתְרָאוּ
they looked at each other

Hithpael Perfect 3cp הִתְקַשְּׁרוּ
they conspired with each other

3. Iterative - expresses the nuance of repeated action

Hithpael Perfect 3ms הִתְהַלֵּךְ
he walked back and forth

Hithpael Perfect 3ms הִתְהַפֵּךְ
he turned this way and that

BBH 34.2 417



Hithpael Strong
Perfect

Hithpael Perfect
Strong Verb

הִתקְטֵַּל
Qal Hithpael Translation

3ms קָטַל הִתְקטֵַּל he killed himself

3fs טְלָה ק, הִתְקטְְְַּלָה she killed herself

2ms קָטַ.לְתָּ לְתָּ הִתְקטַַּ. you killed yourself

2fs קָטַלְתְּ הִתְקטַַּלְתְּ you killed yourself

1cs קָטַ.לְתִּי לְתִּי הִתְקטַַּ. I killed myself

3cp טְלוּ ק, הִתְקטְַּלוּ they killed themselves

2mp קְטַלְתֶּם הִתקְַטַּלְתֶּם you killed yourselves

2fp קְטַלְתֶּן הִתְקטַַּלְתֶּן you killed yourselves

1cp קָטַ.לְנוּ הִתְקטַּ.ַלְנוּ we killed ourselves

BBH 34.3-4  418
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Hithpael Strong
Imperfect

Hithpael Imperfect
Strong Verb

יִתקְטֵַּל
Qal Hithpael Translation

3ms יִקְטֹל יִתְקטֵַּל he will kill himself

3fs תִּקְטֹל תִּתְקטֵַּל she will kill herself

2ms תִּקְטֹל תִּתְקטֵַּל you will kill yourself

2fs תִּקְטְלִי תִּתקְַטְּלִי you will kill yourself

1cs אֶקְטֹל אֶתְקטֵַּל I will kill myself

3mp יִקְטְלוּ יִתְקטְַּלוּ they will kill themselves

3fp תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה לְנָה תִּתְקטֵַּ. they will kill themselves

2mp תִּקְטְלוּ תִּתְקטְַּלוּ you will kill yourselves

2fp תִּקְט.ֹלְנָה לְנָה תִּתְקטֵַּ. you will kill yourselves

BBH 34.5-6  419

1cp נִקְטֹל נִתְקטֵַּל we will kill ourselves

132



Hithpael Strong
Imperative

Hithpael Imperative
Strong Verb

הִתְקַטֵּל

Qal Hithpael Translation

2ms קְטֹל הִתְקטֵַּל kill yourself!

2fs קִטְלִי לִי הִתקְַטְּ kill yourself!

2mp קִטְלוּ לוּ הִתְקטְַּ kill yourselves!

2fp קְט.ֹלְנָה לְנָה הִתְקטַּ.ֵ kill yourselves!

BBH 34.7-9  420
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Hithpael Strong
Infinitives

The Hithpael Infinitive Construct and Infinitive
Absolute are spelled the same.

Hithpael Infinitive
Construct

הִתְקַטֵּל

Hithpael Infinitive
Absolute

הִתְקַטֵּל

BBH 34.7-9 421



Hithpael Strong
Participle

Hithpael Participle
Strong Verb

מִתְקַטֵּל

Qal Hithpael

ms קֹטֵל מִתְקטֵַּל

fs קֹט.ֶלֶת לֶת מִתְקטַּ.ֶ

mp קֹטְלִים לִים מִתְקטְַּ

fp קֹטְלוֹת לוֹת מִתְקטְַּ

BBH 34.10-11  422
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Hithpael Strong
The Participle Prefix in the Derived Stems

Stem Prefix Example

Niphal נִ נִקְטלָ

Piel מְ מְקַטֵּל

Pual מְ מְקֻטָּל

Hiphil מַ מקְַטִיל

Hophal (u-class) מֻ מֻקְטָל

              (o-class) מָ מָקְטָל

Hithpael מִתְ מִתְקַטֵּל
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Hithpael Strong
Metathesis

“Metathesis” is a term used to describe the transposition of two
contiguous (side-by-side) consonants in order to smooth out a

word’s pronunciation. In Hebrew, whenever the ת of the Hithpael
prefix or preformative precedes verbal roots beginning with

the two ,(sibilant or “s” sound consonants) צ or שׁ ,שׂ ,ס
consonants will switch places.

סָתַר ➣ הִסְתַּתֵּר
שָׂכַר ➣ הִשְׂתַּכֵּר
צָדֵק ➣ הִצְטַדֵּק

When the first consonant of the verbal root is צ, the ת of the
Hithpael prefix will switch places with the first consonant

of the verbal root. Additionally, the ת of the Hithpael

BBH 34.12 424

prefix will change to הִתְצַדֵּק) ט ➣ .(הִצְטַדֵּק 



Hithpael Strong
Assimilation of ת

When the first consonant of a verbal root is ט ,ד ,ז or ת, the
of the Hithpael preformative or prefix will assimilate ת

into the first consonant of the verbal root and
remain as a Daghesh Forte.

דָּבַר ➣ הִדַּבֵּר
טָמֵא ➣ הִטַּמֵּא

BBH 34.13 425



Hithpael Strong
Summary of Hithpael Strong Verb Diagnostics

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הִתְקטֵַּל יִתְקטֵַּל הִתְקטֵַּל הִתְקטֵַּל הִתְקטֵַּל מִתְקטֵַּל

הִתְקַטֵּל יִתְקַטֵּל הִתְקַטֵּל הִתְקַטֵּל הִתְקַטֵּל מִתְקַטּלֵ

הִתְקַטְּלָה תִּתְקַטֵּל הִתְקַטְּלִי מִתְקַטּ.ֶלֶת

הִתְקַטַּ.לְתָּ תִּתְקַטּלֵ הִתְקַטְּלוּ מִתְקַטְּלִים

הִתְקַטַּלְתְּ תִּתְקַטְּלִי הִתְקַטּ.ֵלְנָה מִתְקַטְּלוֹת

הִתְקַטַּ.לְתִּי אֶתְקַטֵּל

הִתְקַטְּלוּ יִתְקַטְּלוּ

הִתְקַטַּלְתֶּם תִּתְקַטֵּ.לְנָה

הִתְקַטַּלְתֶּן תִּתְקַטְּלוּ

הִתְקַטּ.ַלְנוּ תִּתְקַטֵּ.לְנָה

נִתְקַטֵּל

BBH 34.14  426
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Hithpael Strong
Daghesh Forte as a Diagnostic

All conjugations of the Piel, Pual, and Hithpael
have a Daghesh Forte in the second root consonant

 of the strong verb.

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Participle
Construct

Piel קטִֵּל יְקטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל מְקטֵַּל

Pual קטַֻּל יְקטַֻּל מְקטַֻּל

Hithpael הִתְקַטֵּּל יִתְקַטֵּּל הִתְקַטֵּּל הִתְקַטֵּּל מִתְקַטֵּּל

BBH 34 427



Hithpael Strong
Forms with Identical Spelling in the Hithpael

הִתְקַטֵּל
Hithpael Perfect 3ms

Hithpael Imperative ms
Hithpael Infinitive Construct
Hithpael Infinitive Absolute

הִתְקַטְּלוּ
Hithpael Perfect 3cp

BBH 34 428
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Hithpael Weak
Geminate Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הִתְפַּלֵּל יִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל מִתְפַּלֵּל

הִתְפַּלֵּל יִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל מִתְפַּלֵּל

הִתְפַּלְלָה תִּתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלְלִי מִתְפַּלּ.ֶלֶת

הִתְפַּלַ.ּלְתָּ תִּתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלְלוּ מִתְפַּלְלִים

הִתְפַּלַּלְתְּ תִּתְפַּלְלִי הִתְפַּלּ.ֵלְנָה מִתְפַּלְלוֹת

הִתְפַּלַ.ּלְתִּי אֶתְפַּלֵּל

הִתְפַּלְלוּ יִתְפַּלְלוּ

הִתְפַּלַּלְתֶּם תִּתְפַּלֵּ.לְנָה

הִתְפַּלַּלְתֶּן תִּתְפַּלְלוּ

הִתְפַּלַ.ּלְנוּ תִּתְפַּלֵּ.לְנָה

נִתְפַּלֵּל
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Hithpael Weak
III-ה Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הִתְגּלַָּה יִתְגּלֶַּה הִתְגּלֵַּה הִתְגּלַּוֹת מִתְגּלֶַּה

הִתגְַּלָּה יִתְגַּלֶּה הִתְגַּלֵּה הִתְגַּלּוֹת מִתְגַּלֶּה

הִתְגַּלּתְָה תִּתְגַּלֶּה הִתְגַּלִּי מִתְגַּלָּה

הִתְגַּלִּ.יתָ תִּתְגַּלֶּה הִתְגַּלּוּ מִתְגַּלִּים

הִתְגּלִַּית תִּתְגַּלִּי הִתְגַּלּ.ֶינָה מִתְגַּלּוֹת

הִתגְַּלּ.ִיתִי אֶתְגַּלֶּה

הִתגְּלַּוּ יִתְגַּלּוּ

הִתגְּלִַּיתֶם תִּתְגַּלֶּ.ינָה

הִתְגַּלִּיתֶן תִּתְגַּלּוּ

הִתְגַּלּ.ִינוּ תִּתְגַּלֶּ.ינָה

נִתְגַּלֶּה
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Hithpael Weak
Diagnostic Endings for III-ה Verbs in All Stems

Conjugation Ending

Perfect (3ms) בָה

Imperfect בֶה

Imperative (ms) בֵה

Infinitive Construct בוֹת

Participle (ms) בֶה

BBH 35.4-5 431



Hithpael Weak
II-Guttural Verbs in the Hithpael

A guttural consonant (or ר) in the second root position rejects
the Daghesh Forte of the Hithpael stem, resulting in either

virtual doubling or compensatory lengthening.

Strong Verb
Hithpael Perfect 3ms

הִתְגּדֵַּל

II-Guttural with Virtual Doubling
Pathach is retained with virtual doubling.

הִתְנחֵַם

II-Guttural with Compensatory Lengthening
The Qamets is the result of compensatory

lengthening.

הִתְבּרֵָךְ
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Hithpael Weak
II-Guttural Verbs with Virtual Doubling:

Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

נחֵַם הִתְ נחֵַם יִתְ נחֵַם הִתְ נחֵַם הִתְ נחֵַם מִתְ

הִתְנַחֵם יִתְנַחֵם הִתְנַחֵם הִתְנַחֵם הִתְנַחֵם מִתְנַחֵם

הִתְנַחֲמָה תִּתְנַחֵם הִתְנַחֲמִי מִתְנַח.ֶמֶת

הִתְנַחַ.מְתָּ תִּתְנַחֵם הִתְנַחֲמוּ מִתְנַחֲמִים

הִתְנַחַמְתְּ תִּתְנַחֲמִי הִתְנַח.ַמְנָה מִתְנַחֲמוֹת

הִתְנַח.ַמְתִּי אֶתְנַחֵם

הִתְנַחֲמוּ יִתְנַחֲמוּ

הִתְנַחַמְתֶּם תִּתְנַח.ַמְנָה

הִתְנַחַמְתֶּן תִּתְנַחֲמוּ

הִתְנַח.ַמְנוּ תִּתְנַח.ַמְנָה

נִתְנַחֵם
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Hithpael Weak
II-Guttural Verbs with Compensatory Lengthening:

Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הִתְבּרֵָךְ יִתְבּרֵָךְ הִתְבּרֵָךְ הִתְבּרֵָךְ הִתְבּרֵָךְ מִתְבּרֵָךְ

הִתְבָּרֵךְ יִתְבָּרֵךְ הִתְבָּרֵךְ הִתְבָּרֵךְ הִתְבָּרֵךְ מִתְבָּרֵךְ

הִתְבּ>רְכָה תִּתְבָּרֵךְ הִתְבּ>רְכִי מִתְבָּרֶ.כֶת

הִתְבָּרַ.כְתָּ תִּתְבָּרֵךְ הִתְב>ּרְכוּ מִתְבּ>רְכִים

הִתְבָּרַכְתְּ תִּתְבּ>רְכִי הִתְבָּרֵ.כְנָה מִתְבּ>רְכוֹת

הִתְבָּרַ.כְתִּי אֶתְבָּרֵךְ

הִתְבּ>רְכוּ יִתְבּ>רְכוּ

הִתְבָּרַכְתֶּם תִּתְבָּרֵ.כְנָה

הִתְבָּרַכְתֶּן תִּתְבּ>רְכוּ

הִתְבָּרַ.כְנוּ תִּתְבָּרֵ.כְנָה

נִתְבָּרֵךְ
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Hithpael Weak
Summary of Hithpael Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Strong הִתְקטֵַּּל יִתְקטֵַּּל הִתְקטֵַּּל הִתְקטֵַּּל הִתְקטֵַּּל מִתְקטֵַּּל

Gem הִתְפַּלֵּל יִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל מִתְפַּלֵּל

III-ה הִתְגּלַָּה יִתְגּלֶַּה הִתְגּלֵַּה הִתְגּלַּוֹת מִתְגּלֶַּה

II-Gutt נחֵַם הִתְ נחֵַם יִתְ נחֵַם הִתְ נחֵַם הִתְ נחֵַם מִתְ
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II-Gutt הִתְבּרֵָךְ יִתְבּרֵָךְ הִתְבּרֵָךְ הִתְבּרֵָךְ הִתְבּרֵָךְ מִתְבּרֵָךְ
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Selected Particles
The Directional Ending

A special ending may be added to a word in order to express the
idea of motion toward someone or something.

This special ending is the directional ending בָה
(it is always unaccented).

בַּ.יִת house ➣ יְתָה הַבַּ. to the house

עִיר city ➣ ירָה הָעִ. toward the city

שָׁמַ.יִם heaven ➣ יְמָה הַשָּׁמַ. heavenward

מִצְרַ.יִם Egypt ➣ יְמָה מִצְרַ. to Egypt

שָׁם there ➣ מָּה שָׁ. to there

יָם sea ➣ מָּה יָ< toward the sea
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Selected Particles
The Negative Particle לֹא

Perfect and Imperfect verbs are negated
with the particle לֹא, usually translated “not.”

It may also be spelled לוֹא. The negative particle
is always placed immediately before the verb.

לֹא שְׁמַרְתֶּם אֶת–הַתּוֹרוֹת
You did not observe the laws.

לֹא זָכַ.רְתָּ אֶת–הַבְּרִית
You did not remember the covenant.
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Selected Particles
The Negative Particle אַל

Cohortative and Jussive verbs are negated with אַל.
This construction expresses a negative wish or a milder form of
prohibition than that expressed by לֹא plus the Imperfect. The

particle נָא is sometimes attached to אַל with Maqqef (אַל–נָא). In

most instances, the particle נָא is better not translated.
Remember that the Imperative is not negated.

אַל–נָא נֹאבְדָה
Do not let us perish.

(Jonah 1:14)

וְאַל–יִחַר אַפְּךָ בְּעַבְדֶּךָ
Do not let your anger burn against your servant .
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Selected Particles
Form of the Particle הִנֵּה

The word הִנֵּה (also as הֵן and –הֶן) is commonly
translated “behold.” It can stand alone or

take Type 1 pronominal suffixes
as in the following examples.

1cs הִנֵּ<נִי/הִנְנִי 1cp הִנֶּ<נּוּ/הִנְנוּ

2ms הִנְּךָ 2mp הִנְּכֶם

2fs הִנָּךְ 2fp

3ms הִנּוֹ 3mp הִנָּם
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Selected Particles
Three Common Uses of the Particle הִנֵּה

1. It may be used to add emphasis or to stress the importance
of something (demonstrative interjection).

טוֹב מְאֹד–הִנֵּהוַיַּרְא אֱלֹהִים אֶת–כָּל–אֲשֶׁר עָשָׂה וְ

And God saw all that he had made, and
behold, (it was) very good (Gen 1:31).

2. It may be used to indicate the immediate presence of
someone or something.

 אָנֹכִי עִמָּךְהִנֵּהוְ

And behold, I am with you (Gen 28:15).

3. It may be used to introduce a fact or situation upon which
a subsequent statement is based.

וַיֹּאמֶר שְׁמוּאֵל אֶל–כָּל–יִשְׂרָאֵל
 שָׁמַעְתִּי בְקֹלְכֶם לְכֹל אֲשֶׁר–אֲמַרְתֶּם לִיהִנֵּה

וָאַמְלִיךְ עֲלֵיכֶם מֶלֶךְ

And Samuel said to all of Israel, “Behold, I have
listened to all that you have said to me and I have

BBH 13.13 440

caused a king to reign over you” (1 Sam 12:1).



Selected Particles
The Particle נָא

Imperatives (along with the other volitional
conjugations) may be followed by the
particle נָא, which can be translated as

“please” or simply not translated.

שְׁמֹר נָא
שְׁמָר–נָא

“observe!” or
“please observe!”
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Selected Particles
The Particle ׁיֵש

Hebrew can express the existence of someone or
something by using the particle ׁ(יֶשׁ–) יֵש, which

translates either “(there) is” or “(there) are.”

יֵשׁ מֶ.לֶךְ
there is a king or a king is

אָכֵן יֵשׁ יְהוָה בַּמָּקוֹם הַזֶּה
Surely the LORD is in this place (Gen 28:16).

The particle ׁיֵש may also be used to express possession

when followed by the preposition ְל (to).

יֶשׁ–לִי תִקְוָה

Literally: There is to me hope.
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Idiomatically: I have hope (Ruth 1:12).



Selected Particles
The Particle אֵין

Hebrew may express the nonexistence or absence of
someone or something by using the particle יִן) אֵין ,(אַ.

which translates either “(there) is not” or “(there) are not.”

אֵין–יוֹסֵף בַּבּוֹר
Joseph was not in the cistern (Gen 37:29).

וְאֵין–דַּעַת אֱלֹהִים בָּאָרֶץ
And there is no knowledge of God in the land (Hos 4:1).

can appear with pronominal suffixes. It may be used אֵין
to negate a verbless clause or in sentences with Participles

used predicatively.

אֵינםָ יְרֵאִים אֶת–יְהוָה
They do not fear the LORD (2 Kgs 17:34).

אָמַר נָבָל בְּלִבּוֹ אֵין אֱלֹהִים
The fool says in his heart, “There is no God” (Ps 53:2).
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Summary Verb Charts
Qal Strong Verb: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle Participle
Construct Absolute Active Passive

קטָלַ יִקְטלֹ קטְלֹ קטְלֹ קטָוֹל קטֹלֵ קטָוּל

קטָלַ יִקְטלֹ קטֹלֵ קטָוּל

ק,טְלָה תִּקְטלֹ ֶלֶת קטֹ. קְטוּלָה

ַלתְָּ קָט. תִּקְטלֹ קטְלֹ קֹטְלִים קְטוּלִים

קָטַלתְְּ תִּקְטְלִי קִטְלִי קֹטְלוֹת קְטוּלוֹת

לתְִּי קָטַ. אֶקְטלֹ

ק,טְלוּ יִקְטְלוּ

קְטַלתְֶּם תּקְִט.ֹלנְָה

קְטַלתְֶּן תִּקְטְלוּ קִטְלוּ

לנְוּ קָטַ. תּקְִט.ֹלנְָה ֹלנְָה קטְ.

נִקְטלֹ
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Summary Verb Charts
Niphal Strong Verb: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

נִקְטלַ יִקטֵָּל הִקטֵָּל הִקטֵָּל נקְִטוֹל נִקְטלָ
הִקָּטוֹל

נִקְטַל יִקָּטֵל הִקָּטֵל הִקָּטֵל נִקְטוֹל נִקְטָל

נִקְטְלָה תִּקָּטֵל הִקּ,טְלִי הִקָּטוֹל נִקְט.ֶלֶת

נִקְטַ.לְתָּ תִּקָּטֵל הִקּ,טְלוּ נִקְטָלִים

נִקְטַלְתְּ תִּקּ,טְלִי הִקָּטַ.לְנָה נִקְטָלוֹת

נִקְט.ַלְתִּי אֶקָּטֵל

נִקְטְלוּ יִקּ,טְלוּ

נִקְטַלְתֶּם תִּקָּט.ַלְנָה

נִקְטַלְתֶּן תִּקּ,טְלוּ

נִקְטַ.לְנוּ תִּקָּט.ַלְנָה

נִקָּטֵל
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Summary Verb Charts
Niphal Diagnostics: Strong and Weak Verbs

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Strong נִקְטלַ יִקטֵָּל הִקטֵָּל הִקטֵָּל נקְִטוֹל נִקְטלָ
הִקטָּוֹל

I-Gutt נעֱֶזבַ יעֵָזֵב העֵָזֵב העֵָזֵב נַעזֲוֹב נעֱֶזבָ
הֵעזָוֹב

III-א נִמְצָא צֵא ימִָּ צֵא המִָּ צֵא המִָּ נִמְצוֹא נִמְצאָ

III-ה נִבְנהָ יִבָּנהֶ הִבָּנהֵ הבִָּנוֹת נִבְנֹה נִבְנהֶ
נבְִנֵ<יתָ הִבָּנֵה

I-נ נִצַלּ יִנצֵָּל הִנצֵָּל הִנצֵָּל הִנצֵָּל נִצָלּ
נִצוֹּל

I-י נוֹשׁבַ יִוּשֵָׁב הִוּשֵָׁב הִוּשֵָׁב נוֹשׁבָ
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Summary Verb Charts
Piel Strong Verb: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

קטִֵּל יְקטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל מְקטֵַּל

קִטֵּל יְקַטֵּל קַטֵּל קַטֵּל קַטֵּל מְקַטֵּל

קִטְּלָה תְּקַטֵּל קַטְּלִי מְקַטּ.ֶלֶת

קִטּ.ַלְתָּ תְּקַטֵּל קַטְּלוּ מְקַטְּלִים

קִטַּלְתְּ תְּקַטְּלִי קַטּ.ֵלְנָה מְקַטְּלוֹת

קִטּ.ַלְתִּי אֲקַטֵּל

קִטְּלוּ יְקַטְּלוּ

קִטַּלְתֶּם תְּקַטּ.ֵלְנָה

קִטַּלְתֶּן תְּקַטְּלוּ

קִטַּ.לְנוּ תְּקַטּ.ֵלְנָה

נְקַטֵּל
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Summary Verb Charts
Piel Diagnostics: Strong and Weak Verbs

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Strong קטִֵּל יְקטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל מְקטֵַּל

III-ע/ח שִׁלַּח ישְַׁלַּח שַׁלחַּ שַׁלַּח שַׁלֵּחַ משְַׁלֵּחַ

III-א ֵּא מצִ ֵּא יְמצַ ֵּא מצַ ֵּא מצַ ֵּא מצַ ֵּא מְמצַ
ֹּא מצַ

III-ה גִּלָּה יְגַלֶּה גַּלֵּה גַּלוֹּת גַּלֵּה מְגַלֶּה
יתָ גִּלִּ.

Geminate הִלֵּל יְהַללֵּ הַלֵּל הַללֵּ הַלֵּל מְהַלֵּל

II-Gutt נחִַם יְנחֵַם נחֵַם נחֵַם נחֵַם מְנחֵַם

II-Gutt בּרֵֵךְ יְברֵָךְ בּרֵָךְ בּרֵָךְ בּרֵָךְ מְברֵָךְ
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Summary Verb Charts
Pual Strong Verb: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Participle

קטַֻּל יְקטַֻּל מְקטַֻּל

קֻטַּל יְקֻטַּל מְקֻטָּל

קֻטְּלָה תְּקֻטַּל מְקֻטֶּ.לֶת

קֻטַּ.לְתָּ תְּקֻטַּל מְקֻטָּליִם

קֻטַּלְתְּ תְּקֻטְּלִי מְקֻטָּלוֹת

קֻטַּ.לְתִּי אֲקֻטַּל

קֻטְּלוּ יְקֻטְּלוּ

קֻטַּלְתֶּם תְּקֻטַּ.לְנָה

קֻטַּלְתֶּן תְּקֻטְּלוּ

קֻטַּ.לְנוּ תְּקֻטַּ.לְנָה

נְקֻטַּל
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Summary Verb Charts
Pual Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect Imperfect Participle

Strong קֻטַּל יקְֻטַּל מְקֻטָּל

III-א מֻצאָּ יְמֻצאָּ ָּא מְמֻצ

III-ה גּלָֻּה יְגלֶֻּה מְגלֶֻּה
יתָ גּלֵֻּ.

II-Gutt נחַֻם ינְחַֻם מנְחָֻם

II-Gutt בּרַֹךְ יְברַֹךְ מְברָֹךְ
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Summary Verb Charts
Hiphil Strong Verb: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הקְִטִיל יקְַטִיל הַקְטלֵ הקְַטִיל הַקְטלֵ מקְַטִיל
הקְִטַ.לְתָּ ילִי הקְַטִ.

הִקְטִיל יקְַטִיל הַקְטֵל הַקְטִיל הַקְטֵל מַקְטִיל

הִקְט.ִילָה תּקְַטִיל יליִ הַקְטִ. לתֶ מַקְטֶֶ.

הִקְטַ.לְתָּ תּקְַטִיל הַקְטִ.ילוּ מַקְטיִליִם

הִקְטַלְתְּ ִיליִ תּקְַט. הַקְטֵ.לְנָה מַקְטִילוֹת

הִקְטַ.לְתִּי אקְַטִיל

הִקְטִ.ילוּ יקְַטִ.ילוּ

הִקְטַלְתֶּם תּקְַט.ֵלְנָה

הִקְטַלְתֶּן תּקְַטִ.ילוּ

הִקְטַ.לְנוּ תּקְַט.ֵלְנָה

BBH 30 451

נקְַטִיל



Summary Verb Charts
Hiphil Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Strong הקְִטִיל יקְַטִיל הַקְטלֵ הקְַטִיל הַקְטלֵ מקְַטִיל
הקְִטַ.לְתָּ ילִי הקְַטִ.

I-Gutt הֶעֱמִיד יַעֲמִיד הַעֲמדֵ הַעֲמִיד הַעֲמדֵ מַעֲמִיד
הֶעֱמַ.דְתָּ ִידִי הַעֲמ.

III-ע/ח הִשְׁלִיחַ יַשְׁלִיחַ השְַׁלחַ הַשְׁלִיחַ השְַׁלחֵַ מַשְׁלִיחַ
הִשְׁלַ.חְתָּ יחִי השְַׁלִ.

III-א הִמְצִיא יַמְצִיא הַמְצאֵ הַמְצִיא הַמְצאֵ מַמְצִיא
הִמְצֵ.אתָ ִיאִי הַמְצ.

III-ה הגְִלָה יגְַלֶה הגְַלֵה הַגְלוֹת הגְַלֵה מגְַלֶה
יתָ הִגְלִ.

I-נ ִּיל הִצ ִּיל יַצ הַצלֵּ ִּיל הַצ הַצלֵּ ִּיל מַצ
ַּ.לְתָּ הִצ ילִי .ִּ הַצ

I-י הוֹשִׁיב יוֹשִׁיב הוֹשׁבֵ הוֹשִׁיב הוֹשׁבֵ מוֹשִׁיב
הוֹשַׁ.בְתָּ יבִי הוֹשִׁ.

Bicon הֵקִים יָקִים הָקםֵ הָקִים הָקםֵ מֵקִים
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Summary Verb Charts
Hophal Strong Verb: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Participle

u-class o-class u-class o-class u-class o-class

הֻקְטלַ הָקְטלַ יֻקְטלַ יָקְטלַ מֻקְטלָ מָקְטלָ

הֻקְטַל הָקְטַל יֻקְטַל יָקְטלַ מֻקְטָל מָקְטָל

הֻקְטְלָה הָקְטְלָה תֻּקְטַל תָּקְטַל מֻקְטֶ.לֶת מָקְטֶ.לֶת

הֻקְט.ַלְתָּ הָקְט.ַלְתָּ תֻּקְטַל תָּקְטַל מֻקְטָלִים מָקְטָלִים

הֻקְטַלְתְּ הָקְטַלְתְּ תֻּקְטְלִי תָּקְטְלִי מֻקְטָלוֹת מָקְטָלוֹת

הֻקְט.ַלְתִּי הָקְט.ַלְתִּי אֻקְטַל אָקְטלַ

הֻקְטְלוּ הָקְטְלוּ יֻקְטְלוּ יָקְטְלוּ

הֻקְטַלְתֶּם הָקְטַלְתֶּם תֻּקְטַ.לְנָה תָּקְטַ.לְנָה

הֻקְטַלְתֶּן הָקְטַלְתֶּן תֻּקְטְלוּ תָּקְטְלוּ

הֻקְט.ַלְנוּ הָקְט.ַלְנוּ תֻּקְטַ.לְנָה תָּקְטַ.לְנָה

BBH 32 453



Summary Verb Charts
Hophal Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect Imperfect Participle

Strong (u) הֻקְטלַ יֻקְטלַ מֻקְטלָ

Strong (o) הָקְטלַ יָקְטלַ מָקְטלָ

I-Gutt הָעֳמדַ יָעֳמדַ מָעֳמדָ

III-ה הגְָלָה יגְָלֶה מגְָלֶה

I-נ הֻצּלַ יֻצּלַ מֻצּלָ

I-י הוּשַׁב יוּשַׁב מוּשָׁב

Bicon הוּקםַ יוּקםַ מוּקםָ

Geminate הוּסַב יוּסַב מוּסָב

BBH 32-33 454



Summary Verb Charts
Hithpael Strong Verb: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

הִתְקטֵַּל יִתְקטֵַּל הִתְקטֵַּל הִתְקטֵַּל הִתְקטֵַּל מִתְקטֵַּל

הִתְקַטֵּל יִתְקַטֵּל הִתְקַטֵּל הִתְקַטֵּל הִתְקַטֵּל מִתְקַטּלֵ

הִתְקַטְּלָה תִּתְקַטֵּל הִתְקַטְּלִי מִתְקַטּ.ֶלֶת

הִתְקַטַּ.לְתָּ תִּתְקַטּלֵ הִתְקַטְּלוּ מִתְקַטְּלִים

הִתְקַטַּלְתְּ תִּתְקַטְּלִי הִתְקַטּ.ֵלְנָה מִתְקַטְּלוֹת

הִתְקַטַּ.לְתִּי אֶתְקַטֵּל

הִתְקַטְּלוּ יִתְקַטְּלוּ

הִתְקַטַּלְתֶּם תִּתְקַטֵּ.לְנָה

הִתְקַטַּלְתֶּן תִּתְקַטְּלוּ

הִתְקַטּ.ַלְנוּ תִּתְקַטֵּ.לְנָה

נִתְקַטֵּל

BBH 34 455



Summary Verb Charts
Hithpael Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Strong הִתְקטֵַּּל יִתְקטֵַּּל הִתְקטֵַּּל הִתְקטֵַּּל הִתְקטֵַּּל מִתְקטֵַּּל

Gem הִתְפַּלֵּל יִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל הִתְפַּלֵּל מִתְפַּלֵּל

III-ה הִתְגּלַָּה יִתְגּלֶַּה הִתְגּלֵַּה הִתְגּלַּוֹת מִתְגּלֶַּה

II-Gutt נחֵַם הִתְ נחֵַם יִתְ נחֵַם הִתְ נחֵַם הִתְ נחֵַם מִתְ

II-Gutt הִתְבּרֵָךְ יִתְבּרֵָךְ הִתְבּרֵָךְ הִתְבּרֵָךְ הִתְבּרֵָךְ מִתְבּרֵָךְ

BBH 34-35 456



Summary Verb Charts
Strong Verb Diagnostics: Qal and Derived Stems

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

Qal קטָלַ יִקְטלֹ קטְלֹ קטְלֹ קטָוֹל קטֹלֵ

Niphal נִקְטלַ יִקטֵָּל הִקטֵָּל הִקטֵָּל נקְִטוֹל נִקְטלָ

הִקטָּוֹל

Piel קטִֵּל יְקטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל קטֵַּל מְקטֵַּל

Pual קטַֻּל יְקטַֻּל מְקטָֻּל

Hiphil הקְִטִיל יקְַטִיל הַקְטלֵ הקְַטִיל הַקְטלֵ מקְַטִיל

הקְִטַ.לְתָּ ילִי הקְַטִ.

Hophal הֻקְטלַ יֻקְטלַ מֻקְטלָ

הָקְטלַ יָקְטלַ מָקְטלָ

Hithpael הִתְקטֵַּל יִתְקטֵַּל הִתְקטֵַּל הִתְקטֵַּל הִתְקטֵַּל מִתְקטֵַּל

BBH 13-35  457
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Summary Verb Charts
The Participle Prefix in the Derived Stems

Stem Prefix Example

Niphal נִ נִקְטלָ

Piel מְ מְקַטֵּל

Pual מְ מְקֻטָּל

Hiphil מַ מקְַטִיל

Hophal (u-class) מֻ מֻקְטָל

              (o-class) מָ מָקְטָל

Hithpael מִתְ מִתְקַטֵּל

BBH 23-35  458
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Summary Verb Charts
III-ה Verbal Roots: Summary of Endings

Ending Qal Example

Perfect בָה בָּנהָ

Imperfect בֶה יִבְנהֶ

Imperative 2ms בֵה בְּנהֵ

Inf Construct וֹוֹת בְּנוֹת

Participle ms בֶה בֹּנהֶ

BBH 14-35  459
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