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Alphabet

Twenty-Three Consonants

Letter Name Pronunciation  Transliteration
N Alef (silent) >
2 Bet b as in boy b
A Gimel g as in God g
T Dalet d as in day d
0 He h as in hay h
1 Waw w as in way w
T Zayin z as in Zion z
M Het ch as in Bach h
9 Tet tas in toy t
K Yod y as inyes y
) Kaf k as in king k
5 Lamed l as in lion [
A Mem m as in mother m
b Nun n as in now n
@) Samek s as in sin S
) Ayin (silent) ¢
D) Pe p as in pastor p
X Tsade ts as in boots s
T Qof k as in king q
0 Resh rasinrun r
7] Sin s as in sin §
v Shin sh as in ship §
n Taw tas in toy t

BBH 1.1



Alphabet

Written from Right to Left

Hebrew is written from right to left,
not left to right as in English

<

NURaAapYsY0INDI°uRTITTIAAN

<

BBH 1.3



Alphabet

Five Final Forms

Five Hebrew letters have “final” forms. When one of these
letters occurs at the end of a word, it is written differently
than when it appears at the beginning or in the middle of
a word. The changing of a letter’s form does not change its
pronunciation or transliteration.

Regular  Final ~ Example Transliteration Translation
Form Form

» -I -Iﬁ-f drk road, way

oy ‘m nation, people

.‘PT zgn old man, elder

W U v O

0
1
A 702 ksp money, silver
v

VIR °rs earth, land

BBH 1.4 a 3



Alphabet

Six Begadkephat Consonants

Six consonants have two possible pronunciations and are
known as begadkephat consonants. To distinguish between
the two pronunciations, a dot called Daghesh Lene is
inserted into the consonant. The presence of Daghesh Lene
indicates a “hard” pronunciation and its absence denotes a
“soft” pronunciation.

Begadkephat ~ Pronunciation  Transliteration

Letter
2 b as in boy b
ml V as in vine [_9
A g as in God g
A gh as in aghast g
T d as in day d
T dh as in the d
D k as in king k
o ch as in Bach k
D p as in pastor p
> ph asin alphabet  p
I tasin toy [
n th as in thin 1

13

BBH 1.5 A
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Alphabet

Four Guttural Consonants and 9

Four Hebrew letters are called gutturals.
They are called gutturals because they are
pronounced in the back of the throat.

N, ﬂ, ﬂ, Y and sometimes )




Alphabet

Easily Confused Letters

Hebrew consonants that look similar

1.

o N o Ok LD

[
I

2 (Bet)
(Gimel)
(He)

(Sin)

(final Mem)
(Dalet)
(Tsade)
(Waw)
(Waw)
(final Kaf)

i s

D

]
N
7
0
L
v
.
1
1

(Kaf)
(Nun)
(Het)
(Shin)
(Samek)
(Resh)
(Ayin)

N (Taw)

(Zayin)
(final Nun)
(final Nun)

Hebrew consonants that sound alike

1.
2.
3.

BBH 1.7

U (Tet)

P (Qof)
O (Samek)

R
o)
7

(Taw with Daghesh Lene)
(Kaf with Daghesh Lene)
(Sin)



Alphabet

Modern Pronunciation

The pronunciation of modern or Israeli Hebrew differs in
a number of ways from what is considered to be the
traditional or ancient pronunciation. Though many

differences could be observed, the most notable

involve the pronunciation of 3, 7, N and ?

Traditional Modern
Consonant Pronunciation Pronunciation
A gh as in aghast g as in God
T dh as in the d as in day
N th as in thin tas in toy
1 w as in way v as in vine

BBH 1.12



Vowels
Consonants with Vowels

Deuteronomy 6:5

consonantal text with no vowel pointing

7225 952 TPP9R 77 DX NAON)

7237 222 PIOR 7T IR N2IRY

consonantal text with vowel pointing

BBH 2.1



Vowels
Vowel Chart 1

(Changeable) Long Vowels

Vowel Name Pronunciation  Transliteration
a-type ; Qamets a as in father a
e-type : Tsere e as in they e
o-type 2 Holem o as in role 0

BBH 2.3



a-type
e-type
i-type
o-type
u-type

BBH 2.4

Vowels
Vowel Chart 2

Short Vowels
Vowel Name Pronunciation  Transliteration
2 Pathach a as in bat a
3. Seghol e as in better e
3. Hireq 1 as in bitter ]
; Qamets Hatuf o as in bottle 0
3. Qibbuts u as in ruler u

10



Vowels
Vowel Chart 3

Reduced (Hateph) Vowels

Vowel Name Pronunciation  Transliteration
a-type ; Hateph Pathach a as in amuse a
e-type 2 Hateph Seghol e as in metallic é
o-type ; Hateph Qamets o as in commit o

BBH 2.5 11



Long

Short

Reduced

BBH 2.6

Vowels
Summary Vowel Chart: Long, Short, Reduced

2

Qamets

2

Pathach

2

Hateph
Pathach

Tsere

2

Seghol

Hateph
Seghol

3 23
Hireq Qamets
Hatuf

Hateph
Qamets

2

Qibbuts

12



Vowels
Hebrew Vowel Letters 1

Vowel Letters Written with He

7)

(Q\N

N>

Vowel Name Pronunciation  Transliteration
a-type ﬂ; Qamets He a as in father
e-type (12 Tsere He e as in they
ﬂ: Seghol He e as in better
o-type 72 Holem He o as in role

Vowel letters written with 7
are used only at the end of a word,

as in Tﬁj.ﬂ (law) and 1 32’ (he will build).

BBH 2.8.1

N
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Vowels
Hebrew Vowel Letters 2

Vowel Letters Written with Waw

Vowel Name Pronunciation Transliteration
o-type 12 Holem Waw  oas inrole 0
u-type 12 Shureq u as in ruler i

These vowels are often referred to as
unchangeable long vowels
because they do not
reduce or change.

BBH 2.8.2 14



Vowels
Hebrew Vowel Letters 3

Vowel Letters Written with Yod

Vowel Name Pronunciation Transliteration

(Q\N

e-type ’: Tsere Yod e as in they

(Q\N

’d  Seghol Yod e as in better

i-type .’3.. Hireq Yod i as in machine i

These vowels are often referred to as
unchangeable long vowels
because they do not
reduce or change.

BBH 2.8.3 15



With 51

With

With ?

BBH 2.9

Vowels

Summary Vowel Chart: Vowel Letters

a e 1 0 u
72 n2/72 73
Qamets  Seghol He/ Holem
He Tsere He He
2 1
Holem Shureq
Waw
’a/°3 73
Seginol Yod/ Hireq
Tsere Yod Yod

16



Vowels

Defective Writing
Full Defective
Writing Writing
2 [] 2 Holem Waw to Holem

n ?1 W ] n ?W ram’s horn

13 O :. Shureq to Qibbuts
Y177 O y 77_3 why?

’3.. [ : Hireq Yod to Hireq
7 ] T David

°T

BBH 2.10

17



Vowels
Shewa

2

This symbol is called Shewa.

It is not listed in the vowel charts because it is not like
any other vowel. The Shewa does not belong to any vowel
class (a, €, i, 0, u) nor does it belong to any vowel type
(long, short, reduced). There are two types of Shewa in
Hebrew: Silent Shewa and Vocal Shewa.

BBH 2.11 18



Vowels
Daghesh Forte

2

The dot in the 2 above is called Daghesh Forte.

It looks exactly like the Daghesh Lene but it is used to
double the consonant in which it occurs. For example, the

Hebrew word 2°2%1] (the heavens) has a Daghesh Forte in
the Shin (¥). It is rendered, therefore, as two Shins (W),
hassamayim. The Daghesh Forte may occur in any

consonant except the gutturals (X, 7, 17, V) or .

BBH 2.13 19



Vowels
Guttural Consonants and M

Four Hebrew letters are called gutturals.
They are called gutturals because they are
pronounced in the back of the throat.

N, ﬂ, ﬂ, Y and sometimes )

Guttural Preferences
1. Gutturals and 9 cannot take Daghesh Forte.

2. Gutturals cannot take Vocal Shewa, but may take

reduced (Hateph) vowels. The consonant 7 can take

Vocal Shewa. Reduced vowels are always vocal; they
are never silent.

3. Gutturals prefer a-class vowels.

BBH 2.13 20



Syllabification

Two Basic Rules

1. Every syllable must begin with one consonant and have only
one vowel. The following example has two syllables,
each beginning with a consonant and each having only
one vowel.

27 0 MAT dasa

T T

2. There are only two types of syllables: open and closed. Open
syllables end with a vowel and closed syllables end
with a consonant. In the above example, the syllable 7
(da) is open because it ends in a vowel and the syllable
12 (bar) is closed because it ends in a consonant.

Rk

7N

Closed Open
Syllable Syllable

16

BBH 3.2 0 21



Syllabification

Hebrew Word Accent

Most Hebrew words are accented or stressed
on the last syllable as in the following example.

137

Some Hebrew words are not accented on the last syllable.
With these words, the accented syllable is indicated by an
accent mark over the stressed syllable as
in the following example.

BBH 3.3

22



BBH 3.4

Syllabification

Syllable Classification

Syllables may be classified with reference to
the placement of the accent.

Siplnly

TN

tonic pretonic propretonic

Syllables may also be classified without
reference to the accent.

D217

A N

ultima penultima  antepenultima

23



Syllabification

Daghesh Forte and Daghesh Lene in a
Begadkephat Consonant

A Daghesh Lene can occur only in a begadkephat
consonant. A Daghesh Forte can occur in any consonant
except the gutturals or 9. This means that begadkephat
letters can take either a Daghesh Forte or a Daghesh Lene.
How can you tell which Daghesh is being used in a
begadkephat letter?

1. The Daghesh in a begadkephat is a Forte if preceded by a
vowel (ANX, N preceded by the vowel Pathach).

2. The Daghesh in a begadkephat is a Lene if preceded by a
consonant (TDT??_J, 3 preceded by ? with Silent Shewa).
You will learn how to distinguish between Vocal and

Gilent Shewa in the next chart.

3. A begadkephat letter at the beginning of a word
normally takes a Daghesh Lene unless the previous
word ends in a vowel (727, T with Daghesh Lene
begins the word).

BBH 3.5

24



Syllabification

Recognizing Silent Shewa: Three Rules

A Shewa is silent when immediately preceded by a short vowel.

Another way of stating this rule is that Silent Shewa will always
come at the end of a closed syllable.

1. A Shewa is silent when immediately preceded by a short
vowel.

Rl
(par-<6)

2. The first of two contiguous (side-by-side) Shewas within
a word is silent (and the second is vocal).

gelslirga
(mis-p°-té)
3. A Shewa at the end of a word is silent.

D?ﬁ?
(ka-tabt)

BBH 3.6.1

25



Syllabification

Recognizing Vocal Shewa: Four Rules

. Initial Shewa is always vocal.
272
(b*-ra-ka)

. The second of two contiguous (side-by-side) Shewas
within a word is vocal.

gelzige
(mis-p1é)

. A Shewa under any consonant with Daghesh Forte is
vocal.

aihyioh
(ham-me-lc%-[cim)

. A Shewa after a long vowel is normally vocal.

°ana
(ko-£-bim)

BBH 3.6.2
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Syllabification

Qamets and Qamets Hatuf

Qamets and Qamets Hatuf look exactly alike.
How do you tell the difference?

1. Qamets Hatuf (short 0) occurs only in a closed and
unaccented syllable.

=iy
(hok-ma)

2. Qamets (changeable long @) prefers an open, pretonic
syllable or a closed, accented syllable.

037
(da-bar)

3. A Metheg may be used to identify the Qamets. Itis a
small vertical line that is placed to the left of the vowel.

o°n3

(bat-tim)

BBH 3.7 27



Syllabification

Furtive Pathach

When a word ends in 11 or ¥, a Pathach may appear
beneath either consonant and it must be pronounced and
transliterated before the guttural. This special use of the
Pathach is called Furtive Pathach. Furtive Pathach is not
considered to be a full vowel nor is it counted in
syllabification.

U ﬁ: boreah [ U ﬁ |: bo-reah
S_JUJ notea“ [ 3_7 U |J no-tea“
S_J’Pj raqia‘ [ 3_7’|7 | j ra-qiac

U 1 j rilah [] U 1 -1 rilah (monosyllabic)

BBH 3.8 28



Syllabification

Quiescent Alef

When X occurs without a vowel, it is quiescent.

When the R is quiescent, it is not considered to be a

consonant with reference to the rules of syllabification but
it is still an essential part of the spelling.

nXLn

BBH 3.9

29



Syllabification

Hebrew Diphthong

Diphthong is a grammatical term used to identify sounds
normally distinct but now functioning as a single unit. The

most common Hebrew diphthong is °_ (ayi). Syllables that
contain this diphthong are considered to be closed.

D’@p Samayim [ D’?_Jup Sa-mayim

N’; bayit O n’; bayit (monosyllabic)

BBH 3.10 30



Syllabification

Vowels and Syllable Preference

A vowel’s preference for a particular type of syllable is
determined by two primary factors: (1) the type of
syllable (open or closed) and (2) the proximity
of the syllable to the accent.

Short vowels prefer closed, unaccented syllables or open,
accented syllables.

73.|f7 short vowel in a closed, unaccented syllable (7;_1)

73|3T7 short vowel in an open, accented syllable (;T_?)

Long vowels prefer closed, accented syllables or open, pretonic
syllables.

72[7 long vowel in a closed, accented syllable (72)
72[7 long vowel in an open, pretonic syllable (7)

Vocal Shewa and reduced vowels prefer open, propretonic
syllables. Normally, reduced vowels appear with guttural
consonants.

D’1|;|7 Vocal Shewa in an open, propretonic syllable (7)
alhil |N reduced vowel in an open, propretonic syllable ()

BBH 3.14 3



Syllabification

Guttural Consonants and M

Four Hebrew letters are called gutturals.
They are called gutturals because they are
pronounced in the back of the throat.

N, ﬂ, ﬂ, Y and sometimes |

Guttural Preferences
1. Gutturals and 7 cannot take Daghesh Forte.

2. Gutturals cannot take Vocal Shewa, but may take

reduced (Hateph) vowels. The consonant 7 can take

Vocal Shewa. Reduced vowels are always vocal; they
are never silent.

3. Gutturals prefer a-class vowels.

BBH 3.14 32



Nouns
Introduction

With regard to gender, Hebrew
nouns are either masculine or
feminine, though a few nouns are

both masculine and feminine.

With regard to a noun’s number, it
may be either singular, indicating
one; plural, indicating more than one;

or dual, indicating only two.

BBH 4.1 33



Nouns
Inflectional Endings

Endings on Masculine and Feminine Nouns

Singular
Plural

Dual

Singular
Plural

Dual

BBH 4.2,4.4

Masculine Feminine
010 horse 0 j 1 N law
D’D‘D horses ﬂﬁm laws

D’éWD two horses D’.ﬁjjn two laws

Summary of Noun Endings

Masculine Feminine
endingless ~ 11_/N_/N_/N° /M
o)) N
) oD /o7

34



Nouns

Examples of Singular, Plural, and Dual Nouns

Masculine  Masculine Feminine Feminine | Masc/Fem
Singular Plural Singular Plural Dual
(ms) (mp) (fs) (fr) (md/fd)
0 20w 292 ndon P
TR oD% A7 niviR ooinin
27 2°727 anin ninim 20oan
LA = v na  nin 0¥
abk 'R’ NWR ninvp ooy

BBH 4.5 35



Nouns
Lexical Form

When looking up a noun in the
lexicon, you must search for its
lexical form. The lexical form for any

noun is the singular form.

BBH 4.6

For example, the lexical form of 2°00
(mp) is 019, the masculine singular
form. Likewise, the lexical form of

ni7in (fp) is 11iA, the feminine

singular form.

36



Nouns

Endingless Feminine Nouns

All masculine singular nouns are endingless but not all
endingless nouns are masculine singular. In a number of instances,
feminine singular nouns are also endingless. The 10 most
common endingless feminine singular nouns in the
Hebrew Bible are listed below.

PR

75
Y
wol
27
12K
Py
ah

A3
TR

BBH 4.7.1

land, earth, ground (2,505)

hand (1,627)

city, town (1,088)

soul, life, person (757)

sword (413)

stone (276)

foot (251)

mother (220)

hand, palm, sole of the foot (195)
ear (188)

37



Nouns
Exceptions to Normal Pluralization

In the process of pluralizing nouns, some singular nouns of one
gender take the plural ending of the other gender. Note, however,
that masculine nouns with feminine plural endings are still
masculine in gender and feminine nouns with masculine
plural endings are still feminine in gender.

ml § (ms) father 0O N '| ml § (mp) fathers
0 W (ms) name O N '| A W (mp) names

ﬂ;@? (fs) year O D’N‘Z_} (fp) years
nWN (fs) woman [ D’W; (fp) women

BBH 4.7.2 38



Nouns
Special Dual Nouns

There are three Hebrew words that are always

dual in form but normally singular in translation.

BBH 4.7.3

mpY

heaven, heavens

apip)de
Egypt

aje

water

39



Nouns
Irregular Stem Change

Some Hebrew nouns alter their
(consonantal) stem when the
plural endings are added.

BBH 4.7.4

Singular Plural

apl day [ ak D: days
W ? N man [ ak W; 8 men
0 t_‘z_; N woman [ ak W; women

40



Nouns
Defective Spelling of N

The feminine plural ending N1 may be spelled N (with Holem

rather than Holem Waw). The spelling with Holem represents
defective writing of the Holem Waw.

Singular Plural

.'l:m congregation [ I“-fy or .n-fy

ANBYN family 7 NiNBYn o NNBYN

HEH statute [ n1|7ﬂ or ﬂPﬂ

BBH 4.7.5
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Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: No Change

Some nouns are pluralized simply with the addition of the
masculine or feminine plural ending. Nouns of this type
may be monosyllabic with an unchangeable long vowel.
They may also be composed of two syllables with Shewa
or Hateph Pathach in the first syllable and an unchangeable
long vowel in the second syllable.

Y song 0 DY songs
NIV sign . NINIR  signs
0971 dream O NINI?N dreams
:ﬁﬂj street [ mﬂ'.li'ﬁ: streets

BBH 4.8.1 a

42



Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: Propretonic Reduction

Two-syllable nouns accented on the final syllable and having
either Qamets or Tsere in the first or pretonic syllable
experience what is called “propretonic reduction” with the
addition of the plural ending. With the addition of the
plural ending, the Qamets or Tsere is placed in an open,
propretonic syllable. In an open, propretonic syllable, the
Qamets or Tsere will reduce to Shewa. This is called
propretonic reduction.

27 wod 0 D27 words
227 heat O DNI22? hearts
WY doud O D221V clouds
X courtyard [ mﬁgi_':f courtyards

BBH 4.8.2 43
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Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: Segholate Nouns

Two-syllable nouns accented on the first syllable (penultima)
are classified as “Segholate” nouns. They are called
Segholate nouns because they frequently have two
Seghol vowels as in 77 (king). Other vowel patterns also
appear in this class, usually with at least one Seghol as in
199 (book), NP2 (morning) and Y7 (seed). Even though
not spelled with a Seghol, the nouns ‘75_7@ (lord) and Vi
(young man) are also Segholate nouns because they are
accented on the first syllable. While the vowel pattern of
Segholate nouns will vary in the singular, they will always
have the same vowel pattern in the plural.

'|77?3 king ] D’J??:J kings
WY book O DO°1OD books
WOl iife 5 MWD tives
2 sword O DNI2M swords

BBH 4.8.3 i 44



Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: Geminate Nouns

Most Geminate nouns have only two consonants in the
singular as in QY (people), though originally they had three
consonants. For example, the Hebrew word for “people”
(QY) was originally spelled QRAY. When Geminate nouns
of this type are pluralized, the consonant that originally
appeared twice will now be written once with Daghesh
Forte. The Daghesh Forte represents the “lost” Geminate

consonant.
OV people [ ak 73 Y peoples
Pﬂ statute [] ak |7 ﬂ statutes
’(‘ ﬂ arrow [] a K ﬂ aArrows
BBH 4.8.4

45



Nouns

Patterns of Noun Pluralization: Irregular Pluralization

A number of nouns are irregular and unpredictable
in their pluralization. Below are some of the
most common examples.

12
woR
YR
Y
AN
n°a
na
alk

BBH 4.8.5

son
man
woman
city
father
house
daughter

day

[]

[]

%13
SRR
0w
0y
NiaR
affgh
313
a)e)

sons
men
women
cities
fathers
houses
daughters

days

46



Nouns
Patterns of Noun Pluralization: Summary

1. Pluralization with No Change
Y song [ DY songs
mbn dream [ mmbn dreams

2. Pluralization with Propretonic Reduction

127 word [ 0°727 words

1d¥ cloud N 0°11Y¥  clouds
3. Pluralization of Segholate Nouns

778 king 0 0’297 kings

799 book 0 090  books

4. Pluralization of Geminate Nouns
QY people [ Q7Y  peoples
P statute [ QP statutes
5. Irregular Pluralization
13 son N 0°12 sons

VR man [ D’W;N men

BBH 4.8



Nouns
Advanced Information: Rules of Shewa

Rule 1
Hebrew will not allow two contiguous (side-by-side)
Vocal Shewas at the beginning of a word. In such a
circumstance, the first Vocal Shewa becomes Hireq.

DR°217 0 DRI

Rule 2
A Vocal Shewa cannot precede a guttural consonant with
a reduced (Hateph) vowel. In such a circumstance, the
first syllable takes the corresponding short vowel of the
reduced vowel.

0i?m2 o oioma

BBH 4.12
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Definite Article

Introduction

1. The Definite Article

Basic Form -y

Translation “the”

2. The Conjunction Waw

Basic Form 1

Translation “and”

BBH 5.1 49



Definite Article

Basic Form

In Hebrew, a noun is made definite

by prefixing the definite article, which consists of i1 plus a
Daghesh Forte in the first consonant of the noun.

Definite Article

nivih

B

BBH 5.2 50



Definite Article
With Begadkephat Consonants

When adding the definite article to words
beginning with a begadkephat consonant with Daghesh
Lene, the Daghesh Lene is replaced by a Daghesh Forte.

Indefinite Noun Definite Noun
M3 ahowse O N3T  the house
77T aroad O TITT theroad

2N awarrior O  2NT  the warrior

BBH 5.3 51



Definite Article

With Guttural Consonants

Compensatory Lengthening

With initial N, 7 and sometimes Y, the guttural rejects the
Daghesh Forte of the article and the Pathach
lengthens to Qamets.

W’x a man [] W’NZ‘ the man

Virtual Doubling
With initial /7 or [, the guttural rejects the Daghesh Forte

of the article but the Pathach does not lengthen to Qamets.

77?’1-‘ a palace [ ‘7;’58 the palace

Irregular Seghol

Before unaccented ¥, ;7 or [7 (T may also be accented), the
definite article appears with a Seghol and without the
Daghesh Forte.

D?U a wise man [ D?Un the wise man

BBH 5.4
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Definite Article
With Initial ’ and 73

Words that begin with ? or 73 usually give up

the Daghesh Forte that is associated
with the definite article.

D’-f?" boys Ll D’-f?’a the boys
D"?M_?D spies L D"'?l‘]?ﬂfi the spies

BBH 5.5 53



Definite Article

Summary of Possible Spellings

Basic Form 0 '[‘775.'(
Begadkephat v nﬁa
Gutturals /3 /R ] W’NZK
Gutturals T/ . 77;’,'{{!
Gutturals 3/73/7] ] 1497
Initial > or 7 2 D"f?jﬂ
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BBH 5.7.1

Conjunction Waw
Basic Form

Before most consonants,

the conjunction will appear as 1

729)
TR
TERT)
w’m
A

and a servant
and a woman
and the woman
and a man

and the man

95



Conjunction Waw
Spelled As Shureq

Before 3, 1 or © (the “bump” consonants) the conjunction
is spelled as Shureq.

'|7773 + 'I O 177731 and a king
TISJWQ + 1 [ TISJWQ'I and Pharaoh

Before Vocal Shewa the conjunction
is spelled as Shureq.

D"ﬁ?D + 1 ] D’ﬁ?D‘ and books
bNVJW + 1 O 5N1DW1 and Samuel

BBH 5.7.2
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BBH 5.7.3

Conjunction Waw
Spelled with Short Vowels

Before Hateph vowels
the conjunction is spelled with
the corresponding short vowel.

D.’W;?{ + 1 0 DOWIRY  and men

. T ==

DDN + 1 [ 1'173&1 and truth

o7



BBH 5.7.4

Conjunction Waw
Spelled with Qamets

Before some monosyllabic words or words with
initial accent the conjunction may be
spelled with Qamets.

'[NE + '| [ TNK:! and sheep
mﬁ + 1 [ Dﬂ’?] and bread
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Conjunction Waw

Summary of Spellings

Basic Form

Before 2/1/5

Before Vocal Shewa

Before Hateph Vowels

Before Monosyllables/
Initial Accent

VY]

o9

/)

1281
ighle}
D°WIR]

TRX)

BBH 5.7
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Prepositions
Three Types

Independent Prepositions
These prepositions stand alone.

-Ibﬁa ’3917 before the king
?3‘7 :‘ ﬂijﬁ under the tree

— Magqqef Prepositions
These prepositions are joined to their objects with Maggef.

'7;’.'!8‘5& to the temple
V1$U-1D from the land

Inseparable Prepositions
These prepositions are prefixed directly to their objects.

ﬂ'ﬂg]: in a field
-[]7733 like a king

27
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BBH 6.2-4

Prepositions

Ten Most Common Independent Prepositions

2197
aly

before, in front of (1,102)

with, together with (1,048)

after, behind (718)

between (409)

on account of, for the sake of (272)
opposite, in front of (151)

behind, through (104)

on account of, because (100)
beside, near (62)

because of, for the sake of (49)
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BBH 6.2-4

Prepositions
Five Most Common Maqqef Prepositions

_173_]

on, upon, on account of, according to
(5,777)

“5N

to, toward,. in, into
(5,518)

until, as far as, during
(1,263)

with, beside
(890)

A
from, out of
(745)
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Prepositions
Three Most Common Inseparable Prepositions

?

to, tow.ard, for
(20,321)

in, at, with,. by, against
(15,559)

as, like, ac.cording to
(3,053)

BBH 6.2-4
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Prepositions
Spelling of Inseparable Prepositions

Before most consonants: Vocal Shewa
n-”éf: in a field
WS_] ;b for a young man

Before Hateph vowels: corresponding short vowel

D"WJN: like men

. T = -

N 73 N:. in truth

Before consonants with Vocal Shewa: Hireq
0°X%21D  as prophets
ﬂ’ﬁlb for a covenant

BBH 6.4.1-3 0
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Prepositions

Spelling of Inseparable Prepositions
with Nouns that Have the Definite Article

With nouns that have the definite article, the vowel
and Daghesh Forte of the article are retained but
the consonant of the preposition replaces
the 1 of the definite article.

.'HI;/U the field [ 7{7@7; in the field
T??SU theking [ -[]773; like the king
WND the fire [] WN ; in the fire

BBH 6.4.4 0 65



Prepositions
The Preposition 772

The preposition 7 occurs both as a Maggef
preposition and as an inseparable preposition.

——— Magqgqef Preposition ——
1]775-173 from a king

Inseparable Preposition

Lo @7 o

assimilated J with Daghesh Forte

S 1) (B u R g ol

assimilated J with Daghesh Lene becoming Daghesh Forte

. WK 0 WORD

assimilated 1 with compensatory lengthening

C PRI 0 YRR

assimilated J with compensatory lengthening

s YW oo Py

assimilated 1 with virtual doubling
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Prepositions
Special Uses of the Preposition 772

Comparative Use

2972 1937 73
Literally — Wisdom is good from gold.
Comparatively — Wisdom is better than gold.

DWIRTD A7 AP

Literally — The work is difficult from the men.
Comparatively — The work is foo difficult for the men.

Superlative Use

ATwD non 9on oy
Literally — clever from every living thing of the field
Superlatively — the most clever living thing of the field

Partitive Use

DI

Literally — from the men
Partitively — some of the men

BBH 6.6 67



Prepositions
Definite Direct Object Marker =nx/nx

In Hebrew prose, definite direct objects
are usually marked with "NX/NY.

DAY NX QPR K12

¢ = = —

God created the heavens

7787 12977NR X237 N1
The prophet gave the book to the king.

]ﬂJﬁ"'ﬂN 717 20N

David loved ]onathcm

oy? 1RINIATIR 7720 103
The kmg gave his laws to the people

BBH 6.7
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Adjectives
The Inflection of Hebrew Adjectives

Hebrew adjectives are inflected
for gender and number.

Inflected Adjective

Masculine Feminine
singuer | 2D 7210
pural | 07270 ighinhle

Inflectional Endings

Masculine Feminine
Singular 0 .
Paural | Q7 ioh

BBH 7.2 0 69



Adjectives
The Attributive Use of Adjectives

Attributive Use

In the attributive usage, the adjective modifies a noun and
agrees with that noun in gender, number, and
definiteness. In this usage, the adjective follows the noun

that it modifies.
210 YR a good man
mhlohy W’Na the good man
ﬂ;‘IU HWN a good woman

72900 TR

0°210 DWIR
0°2117 DWINT

ni2ivy oY)
niaig oo

BBH 7.4.1

the good woman

good men

the good men

good women

the good women
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Adjectives

The Predicative Use of Adjectives

Predicative Use

In the predicative usage, the adjective is used as part of a
verbless clause and agrees with its noun in gender and
number, but not in definiteness. The predicative adjective

never takes the definite article. In this usage, the adjective

may either precede or follow the noun.

mhlo W’Na The man is good.
AWRI 7210 The woman is good.

D’W;NB 0°21Y  The men are good.
M D’W;U The women are good.

BBH 7.4.2 [ 71



BBH 7.4.3

Adjectives
The Substantive Use of Adjectives

Substantive Use

In the substantive usage, an adjective is used
independently as a noun.

D?I:m the wise one (man)
HQ.'IUU the good one (woman)
D"?ﬁ'@f{ the great ones (men)

DI 7X0  the righteous ones (women)

0 72



Adjectives
Adjectival Inflection: No Change in Spelling

Certain adjectives do not change their spelling
with the addition of inflectional endings.

wo PTE s TP
w DPTE p NPT

BBH 7.10.1



Adjectives
Adjectival Inflection: Propretonic Reduction

When the open, pretonic syllable of the masculine singular
adjective (as in ?173) becomes propretonic with the addition of

inflectional endings, a Qamets or Tsere in the propretonic syllable
will reduce to Vocal Shewa or Hateph Pathach.

BBH 7.10.2

ms

mp

ms

mp

ms

mp

ms

mp

2172
079173

1i27
0737

w:
2

)y
SNeRly

fs
fr

fs

12173
Ni?i73

1377
niapT

I
nin”

10

T T~

ninan
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Adjectives
Adjectival Inflection: Adjectives Ending with i1

With adjectives ending in i1  in the masculine singular (as
in .'H?E), the 11 ending is dropped when the inflectional
endings are added.

ms HWE fs I-NTZ)E

wp DD NiD

BBH 7.10.3
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Adjectives
Adjectival Inflection: Geminate Adjectives

Geminate adjectives like A7) will take a Daghesh Forte

in the second consonant with the addition
of inflectional endings.

wp D21 p DiAN

If the Geminate consonant is a guttural, it rejects the
Daghesh Forte and the Pathach lengthens to
Qamets (compensatory lengthening).

ms yj fs mjj
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Pronouns
Independent Personal Pronouns

Singular Plural
Teom | 931X, IR I MR we
2 masc AR you OnR  you
2 fem AR you TR you
3 masc XIT he/it 7B, O they
3 fem XI7, X7 she/it 733, 70 they

Notes

1. The independent personal pronoun is labeled
independent because it stands alone and is not
prefixed or suffixed to another word.

2. Independent personal pronouns are subjective,
meaning they are used as the subject of a verb and
never as the object of the verb.

3. Independent personal pronouns may also appear as
the subject of a verbless clause. For this reason, they are
sometimes called subject pronouns.

35
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Pronouns
The Use of Independent Personal Pronouns

The following examples illustrate how independent
personal pronouns are used with other nouns, adjectives,
or prepositional phrases in a predicative relationship. A
form of the verb “to be” (in the present tense) is supplied

in translation.

JULEE

P>TX R*23 K37
210 772 AN
NI MR
720 YR X7

T T ~

129730 7°Y2 OnX

BBH 8.4

[ am Yahweh (the Lord).
He is a righteous prophet.
You (2ms) are a good king.
We are brothers.

She is a wise woman.

You (2mp) are in the great city.

78



Pronouns
The Relative Pronoun

WWN

(who, Wh1ch that)

The form of this word does not change in order to indicate
the gender or number of its antecedent. It may appear
with or without Maqqgef. When functioning as a relative
pronoun introducing a relative clause, it immediately
follows the noun it is modifying.

1237702 WK Yy
DYAYD NOR™IWR 2700

DNIN2 WK T7BT
T P32 UK N7

BBH 8.8

the tree that (is) in the middle of the
garden

the mountains that (are) under the
heavens

the king whom you chose

David, who (is) in the house of the
LorD
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Demonstratives
Paradigm and Notes

Singular Plural
Masc A7 this ﬂ‘?& these
Fem NRT  this 178  these
Masc X7 that nnid, OO those
Fem X°77  that 730, 10 those

Notes

1. Demonstratives may be used either as adjectives (this
man, those women) or as pronouns (this is the man,
those are the women).

2. The masculine and feminine singular forms (X377 and

N°7) are identical to the third person masculine and
feminine singular independent personal pronouns.

3. The demonstrative .'I'?f{ (these) is both masculine and
feminine plural. Remember that the designation for
this phenomenon is “common,” meaning not inflected
for gender.

B

BBH 8.5-6
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Demonstratives
Used As Adjectives

When a demonstrative is functioning as an adjective, it will

follow the noun it modifies and agree in gender, number,

and definiteness. This is comparable to the attributive use
of adjectives.

aTd W’NU this man

sl mgm;f this woman

X747 W’Na that man
N7 IWRT  that woman
ﬂb&:{ DYWIRT these men

T T

ﬂb&:‘ D’W;U these women

abyhy DYWIRT those men

T T

ﬂ;ﬁa QW17 those women

BBH 8.7.1
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Demonstratives
Used As Pronouns

When a demonstrative is functioning as a pronoun, it will
precede the noun and agree in gender and number but not
in definiteness. This is comparable to the predicative use
of adjectives.

BBH 8.7.2

WORE ]
TYRD NNRT
UORD NI
mm X771

DWIRT 77K
alizg byl
D°WIRT O]

D°W3T 73]

This is the man.

T

T

his is the woman.

hat is the man.

That is the woman.

These are the men.

T

T

hese are tl

ne women.

hose are the men.

Those are the women.
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Demonstratives

Nouns with a Demonstrative Adjective
and an Attributive Adjective

When a noun is modified by both an attributive adjective
and a demonstrative adjective (as in “this good book”), all
three must agree in gender, number, and definiteness. In
terms of word order, the noun will be first, the attributive
adjective will be second, and the demonstrative
adjective will be last.

770 2907 UORD

NRTT A2300 AWK
ShnehlchRval by
N7 12300 TWRE
787 D02 DOWIRT
1787 Niated oowln
ahyylaymilch Rakivatity

nbhiehimhich Rakikhy

BBH 8.7.2

t]

t]

nis good man

his good woman

t

nat good man

t]

t

nat good woman

hese good men

nese good women

hose good men

hose good women
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Demonstratives

Nouns with a Demonstrative Pronoun
and an Attributive Adjective

When a noun is modified by both an attributive adjective
and a demonstrative pronoun (as in “this is the good book”),
the demonstrative pronoun will be first (without the definite

article) and the noun will follow. The attributive adjective

will be last and will agree with the noun in
gender, number, and definiteness.

207 VORI 17 This is the good man.
apmblohy D’W;Na ﬂ‘?f( These are the good men.
727107 AWNRJ X7 That is the good woman.

sk ichy D’WQU ﬂ;ﬁ Those are the good women.
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Interrogatives
Interrogative Pronouns

7 Who?

ﬂ?; What?

Interrogative pronouns are used to ask a question. These
pronouns may appear with or without Maqgqef. The

vocalization of 71 may change slightly (7% or 719). When
spelled 717, a Daghesh Forte will usually appear in the first
consonant of the following word.

ny=nn
nwyin

n10 0Yond
ARR™D

a0 WIRTTN
TR DTN

BBH 8.9

What (is) his name?
What have you done?
What (is) this dream?
Who (are) you?

Who (is) this man?

Who (are) these men?

85



Interrogatives
The Interrogative Particle

The interrogative particle is prefixed to the first word of a
sentence. The first sentence below is a statement. The
second sentence is a question because the interrogative
particle has been prefixed to the first word.

N°2I0"NR 7790 N2YW  The king sent the prophet.
N°2377NN '[b?SU ﬂ]?g?ﬂ Did the king send the prophet?

The Spelling of the Interrogative Particle
1. U before most consonants, as in the above example
2. 1} before gutturals or any consonant with Shewa

3. 1] before gutturals with Qamets
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Interrogatives

Confusing the Interrogative Particle
and the Definite Article

To avoid confusing the interrogative particle
and the definite article, remember
the following clues.

1. The Hateph Pathach (i]) of the interrogative particle is
not the spelling of the definite article (- 7).

2. The interrogative particle does not normally have an

associated Daghesh Forte as does the definite article.

3. The interrogative particle is usually prefixed to a verbal
form. The definite article, of course, will not appear on

a verb.
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Interrogatives

The Ten Most Frequent Interrogatives

BBH 8.12, 14

prefixed to the first word of a question (664)
what? also spelled 1172 and TI?D (571)

who? (424)

why? also spelled ﬂ?g? (178)

why? (72)

how? (61)

where? (52)

when? (43)

where? ﬂ;g("fl_] how long? (42)

where? (33)
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals

BBH 9.1

Introduction

Pronominal suffixes are pronouns that are suffixed to
nouns, prepositions, or the definite direct object
marker (and verbs to be studied later).

Pronominal suffixes may be either possessive (my,
your, his, her, our, their) or objective (me, you, him,
her, us, them).

When appearing on nouns, pronominal suffixes are
possessive (as in “his book” or “her wisdom”). When
appearing on prepositions or the definite direct object
marker (and verbs), they are objective (as in “to them”
or “them”).

All pronominal suffixes have person (first, second,
third), gender (masculine, feminine, common), and
number (singular, plural).

In Hebrew, there are two sets of pronominal suffixes:
Type 1 and Type 2. The suffixes of each set have the
same possessive and objective translation values. In
general, Type 1 suffixes occur with singular nouns and
the definite direct object marker. Type 2 suffixes occur
with plural nouns. Prepositions may take either type of
suffix.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Translating Pronominal Suffixes

1. When attached to nouns, pronominal suffixes are possessive
as these two examples with D10 (horse) illustrate.

:IQHO your (ms) horse
ﬂ’@ﬂb your (ms) horses

2. When attached to prepositions, pronominal suffixes are
objective as these two examples with 77 (to) illustrate.

:|77 to you (ms)
DD? to you (mp)

3. When attached to the definite direct object marker
("NR/NX), pronominal suffixes are objective.

NN him

DI].N them (mp)

BBH 9.1 90



Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals

BBH 9.2

Ics

2ms

2fs

3ms

3fs

Icp
2mp
2y
3mp

3fp

Type 1 and Type 2

Type 1 Type 2 Translation
Suffixes Suffixes Possessive/ Objective
7 7 my /me
7 T, your/you
7 T your/you
) . his/him
" . her/her
12 hel our/us
02 apy your/you
12 12°. your/you
ahy APy their/them
10 [ their/them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals

BBH 9.3.5

1cs

3ms

3fs

3mp

3fp

Alternate Type 1 Suffixes

S Ao
’ "
) !
", i
0] o,
17 }
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Distinguishing Between Type 1 and Type 2

There are many similarities between Type 1 and Type 2
suffixes. Note, however, that all Type 2 suffixes have ’
(Yod) as part of their spelling. The presence of this * will
enable you to distinguish between the two types.

Type 1 Type 2
11010 129910
our horse our horses
alelot]e n2°010
your (mp) horse your (mp) horses

BBH 9.3.3 93



Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Masculine Nouns

Type 1 Suffixes Type 2 Suffixes
Noun ms Noun mp
Ics 00 my horse 010  my horses
2ms | 010 your horse :[’CTHD your horses
2fs 5070  your horse 7°030  your horses
3ms 100  his horse 1°070  his horses
3fs 7IOI0  her horse :PCT_HD her horses
Icp | 1300 our horse 12°030  our horses
2mp | Q2010  your horse 02°910  your horses
2fp | 12010 your horse ]2°010  your horses
3mp | ODI0 their horse 0,7°070  their horses
3fp 1010  their horse 117’070 their horses

Note: When pronominal suffixes are added to masculine
plural nouns, the masculine plural ending (2° ) is dropped.

In the absence of this ending, a masculine noun is recogniz-
able as a plural only by the spelling of the Type 2 pronominal
suffix.

BBH 9.4-5
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Distinguishing Between 1cs Type 1 and Type 2 Suffixes

Be careful to note the important difference in spelling
between the 1cs Type 1 and Type 2 suffixes. The Type 1
suffix is spelled as Hireq Yod; the Type 2 suffix
is spelled as Pathach Yod

Jotle

my horse

BBH 9.4-5

Jotle

my horses
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals

Ics

2ms

2fs

3ms
3fs
Icp
2mp

2fp
3mp

3fp

Note: When a feminine singular noun ending in 7_(as in
17I0) receives a pronominal suffix, the 77 is replaced by N

Feminine Nouns

Type 1 Suffixes
Noun fs

NN
IN7IA
NN
in7in
an7in
ihighl
0on7in
1207in
onan
fapiky

my law
your law
your law
his law

her law

our law

your law
your law
their law

their law

Type 2 Suffixes
Noun fp

akimblo
7°0i7In
7°DI9in
1"NiAIn
7Dinin
11°D379R
02°niNin
12°017R
07°MIn
1°ni7in

(777 becomes NN ) before the suffix.

BBH 9.6-7

my laws
your laws
your laws
his laws

her laws

our laws

your laws
your laws
their laws

their laws

96



Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Identifying a Noun as Feminine Plural

7°DIIR

your (ms) laws

This noun (ﬂ'ﬁﬂ) is easy to identify as a plural. Unlike
masculine plural nouns which drop the diagnostic plural
ending (Q° ) with the addition of a pronominal suffix,
feminine nouns retain the plural ending (1) before a
suffix. Additionally, the :|’< ending is a Type 2 suffix,

which further identifies the noun as plural.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Spelling Changes in Nouns

Most nouns will experience vowel changes with the
addition of pronominal suffixes.

Lexical Nouns with
Form Suffixes Translation
27 0 AT my word

27 0 1377137 their (fp) words
n°a 0 02 your (ms) house
mrS 0 iahle his death

Despite these vowel changes, you should be able to
identify most nouns with pronominal suffixes if you: (1)
memorize all Type 1 and Type 2 suffixes; (2) build a
frequency vocabulary; and (3) become familiar with the
use of a standard lexicon and the format
of noun and preposition entries.

BBH 9.8 98



Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Monosyllabic Nouns

Type 1 Suffixes Type 2 Suffixes
Noun ms Noun mp
1cs X my brother MX  my brothers
2ms ﬂ’ﬁ?} your brother :l’ﬁ}_{ your brothers
2fs '[’ﬁ§ your brother AR your brothers
3ms 1IN his brother OX  his brothers
3fs :Pﬁ?r{ her brother a’ﬁ}_{ her brothers
Icp ﬂl’ﬁ?} our brother AR our brothers
2mp | QIR your brother DJ°TIX  your brothers
2fp | 12°NR your brother 12°NIX  your brothers
3mp | QINIR  their brother QNN their brothers
3fp | TN their brother 10°NR their brothers

Note: Certain singular monosyllabic nouns add Hireq Yod
before a pronominal suffix. The addition of the Hireq Yod
to singular nouns with Type 1 suffixes may cause them to
be confused with plural nouns having Type 2 suffixes. The

singular noun paradigm has Hireq Yod (5’7, your brother).
The plural noun paradigm varies its vowel but it is never
Hireq Yod (:[’ij}_{, your brothers).

BBH 9.9
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Prepositions with Pronominal Suffixes

1. When prepositions take pronominal suffixes, they are
objective rather than possessive. In other words, they
usually function as the object of the preposition as in

“with her” or “to them.”

2. Some prepositions take Type 1 suffixes and others take

Type 2.
? with Type 1
"

to you (ms)

?¥ with Type 2
T

on you (ms)

3. Don’t be concerned with a preposition’s preference for
Type 1 or Type 2 suffixes. On prepositions, the
translation value is the same for both types.

BBH 9.10-11
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals

Ics

2ms

2fs

3ms
3fs
Icp
2mp

2fp
3mp

3

Note: The prepositions 5 (to, for), 2 (in, on), Q¥ (with), and
DR (with) all take Type 1 suffixes. Prepositions that take
Type 2 suffixes include: bV (on, upon), '7& (to, for), NNA
(under), and INK (after).

BBH 9.10-11

Prepositions‘:? and 77.‘\_7

Type 1 Suffixes

Type 2 Suffixes

9
7
17
it
2

17
027
127
nif?
1177

to me

to you
to you
to him

to her

to us

to you
to you
to them

to them

s‘2¥
Ty
172y
e
T
1179V
0272y
12779
D2y
1777y

on me
on you
on you
on him

on her

on us
on you
on you
on them

on them

101



Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals

Ics

2ms

2fs

3ms
3fs
Icp
2mp

2fp
3mp

3fp

Prepositions 2 and 13
D 112
"J'I?B? like me "37373 from me
=h ?3;) like you A@R  from you
nh R like you 3R from you
123 like him A% from him
U'I?S:T) like her 3373?3 from her
-'IJﬁ?B? like us 'IJ?S?J from us
0J2 like you 021  fromyou
122 like you 12R  from you
012  like them 02  from them
102  like them 107 from them

Note: With the preposition 3, the forms with singular and
lcp suffixes exhibit a longer spelling of the preposition
(ﬁ?SQ). With the preposition 17, forms with singular and 1cp
suffixes also exhibit a longer spelling of the preposition

() in most forms.

BBH 9.12-13
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
The Definite Direct Object Marker “N¥X/NN

The object marker "NX/NRX takes Type 1 pronominal
suffixes and it is translated as a personal pronoun in the
objective or accusative case.

OnR 37

He remembered them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals

Distinguishing Between the Definite Direct Object
Marker and the Preposition =NX/NX with Suffixes

lcs

2ms

2fs

3ms

3fs
Icp

2mp

2fp

3mp

3fp

Object Marker Preposition
NR  me AN with me
:lﬂN you AR with you
IR you JIN - with you
R him AR with him
H.D'N her AN with her
MR us NAR  with us
DINX you DINR with you
12N you 12X with you
D.D.N them ORAX  with them
'[.DN them AR with them

Note: The object marker with pronominal suffixes is distin-
guished by a Holem with the initial consonant (°NR). The
vowel is Seghol in the 2mp and 2fp forms (Q2NX). The
preposition is distinguished by Hireq under the initial con-
sonant and Daghesh Forte in the N (°NX).

BBH 9.14
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
The Preposition QY and the Noun QY

QY Qy
Ics MY with me MY  my people
2ms ARy with you 7AY  your people
2fs 48y with you Y your people
3ms Y with him Y  his people
3fs ARy with her ARY  her people
Icp 437:33 with us 3AY  our people
2mp | DAY  with you DINY  your people
2fp 12BY  with you 12RY  your people
3mp 0RY  with them 0RY  their people
3fp 1Y with them 1Y  their people

Note: The preposition has Hireq under the initial consonant
(1Y, with me) and the noun has Pathach (°*»¥, my people).

Both words take a Daghesh Forte in the 22 when pronominal
suffixes are added.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Nominals
Summary Chart

Type 1 Type 1 Type2  Translation

Suffixes Alternate  Suffixes  Possesive/Objective
Ics . °] 7 my / me
2ms 7 Bk ( your/you
2fs T I°. your/you
3ms ) L 17 his/him
3fs " o 7. her/her
Tcp 1 W~ our/us
2mp ap 0J° your/you
% | 1 1. your/you
3mp ahy aly APy their/them
3fp 1 1. [ their/them
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Construct Chain

Introduction

Hebrew expresses the “of” relationship between two nouns
by what is called the construct chain. This grammatical
(possessive) relationship is created by placing two
or more nouns side by side.

1o7A0 72y

Absolute Noun Construct Noun

“the servant of the king”

The first of the two nouns in the construct chain is called the
construct noun and is said to be in the construct state. The
second of the two nouns is called the absolute noun and
is said to be in the absolute state. The absolute form
of a singular noun is also its lexical form.

BBH 10.2.1 il
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Construct Chain
Examples of Simple Construct Chains

The first noun in each construct chain is
the construct noun. The second of the two
nouns in each chain is the absolute noun.

wRT 2P
PIRT 772
T80 723
X°233 737
1730 190

BBH 10.1

t]
t]
t]

t]

ne voice of the man
ne king of the land
he servant of the king

ne word of the prophet

t]

ne book of the law
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Construct Chain
Definiteness and Indefiniteness

Construct chains are either definite (the ... of the ...) or
indefinite (a ... of a ...). The definiteness or indefiniteness of
a construct chain is determined by the absolute noun. If the
absolute noun is definite, both nouns in the construct chain
are definite. If the absolute noun is indefinite, both nouns in
the construct chain are indefinite.

Definite Construct Chain
N°217 7190
“the book of the prophet”

Indefinite Construct Chain
N°21 7190
“a book of a prophet”

43
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Construct Chain
Noun Definiteness

A noun is considered to be definite under
three circumstances:

(1) if it has the definite article as in ﬂ?‘??_ﬂa (the queen)

1377 37

the word of the queen

(2) if it has a pronominal suffix as in AN (my father)

AN NP2

the house of my father

(3) if it is a proper noun as in 581?3!27 (Samuel)
XMWY 123

the servant of Samuel
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Construct Chain
Multiple Construct Nouns

A construct chain can have multiple construct nouns but there
can be only one absolute noun. The absolute noun is always
the last noun in the construct chain. Again, the definiteness
of each noun in the construct chain depends on the definite-
ness of the one absolute noun.

TgRT TR 72

the servant of the brother of the king

1780 1°2 723

the servant of the house of the king

PIRT 772 2037
the words of the king of the land
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Construct Chain
Construct Nouns with Attributive Adjectives

When an attributive adjective modifies either the
construct noun or the absolute noun, it must
follow the entire chain and it must agree with the
noun it modifies in gender, number, and
definiteness.

2187 PR 120
the good king of the land

1eg PINT 1%
the king of the good land
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Construct Chain
Possible Ambiguity with Attributive Adjectives

In the following construct chains, the adjective
may modify either the construct noun or the
absolute noun. In ambiguous constructions
like these, context must be your guide.

2107 7223 137
the good word of the king or
the word of the good king

Y7 X*217 T2Y
the evil servant of the prophet or

the servant of the evil prophet
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Construct Chain
Construct Chains with Demonstrative Adjectives

Like attributive adjectives,
demonstrative adjectives must
follow the construct chain.

7787 X237 9727

these Words of the prophet

717 R°237 °727

the words of this prophet

797 2317 ®°237 *127
the words of this good prophet

A70 X237 27

the word of this prophet or
this word of the prophet
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Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State: Introduction

With some nouns, the spelling of the singular construct form
is identical to that of the lexical (or absolute) form.

Lexical/ Absolute Construct
Spelling Spelling

010 horse N 010 horse of
17773 king [ 17773 king of

Most construct nouns, however, are spelled differently
than their lexical (or absolute) form.

Lexical/ Absolute Construct
Spelling Spelling

1;2 word [ 1;7 word of
lem law [ D']m law of

325 father N ’23 father of

BBH 10.5 115



Construct Chain

The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:
Endingless Nouns (Masculine or Feminine)

In a construct chain, endingless nouns surrender their primary
accent and the following rules of vowel reduction apply.

1. Qamets (and sometimes Tsere) changes to Pathach in a

final closed syllable.
UQW?S judgment [ UQW?J judgment of
021 altar [ na1a  altar of

2. Qamets or Tsere change to Vocal Shewa in an open,
unaccented syllable.

DWITZ?' peace [ Dﬁb[lf peace of
QIPn  place [ DﬁP?Q place of

3. Both of the rules above may apply to the formation of a
noun in the construct state.

127 word O 137 word of
3;17 heart N 3;‘7 heart of

4. In monosyllabic nouns with changeable long vowels, the
long vowels reduce to the corresponding short vowel.

13 son [ 12 son of
73 all n 92 all of
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Construct Chain

The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:
Masculine Plural and Dual

The masculine plural 3 and the dual all) endings are

replaced by > (Tsere Yod) in the construct state and
then the second rule of vowel reduction is applied.

D78 God
0°12 sons
DOV (two) eyes

0°727 words

TR God of
?12  sons of
PV (two) eyes of
’27 words of

b o O 0O

In the last example, both propretonic reduction and Rule of
Shewa are applied to produce the construct plural.

03701370 71T
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Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:
Feminine Singular Nouns Ending in 7 _

Feminine singular nouns ending in i7_ change

this ending to I _ in the construct state and then the
second rule of vowel reduction is applied.

Hj‘ln law [ ﬂj‘ln law of
.'Q‘??_J queen 0 DN ;777_3 queen of
ﬂ.jtg? year U N ;W year of

BBH 10.5.3 iy 118



Construct Chain

The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:
Feminine Plural

Feminine plural nouns ending in N1 retain this

plural ending and then the second rule of
vowel reduction is applied.

NI27MN kingdoms 0 NIJPMR  kingdoms of
NIAY names 0 NINY namesof
MY fields 0 DY fields of
N1D72 blessings O N1372 blessings of

In the last example, both propretonic reduction and Rule of
Shewa are applied to produce the construct plural.

ni3720 Ni372 0 NicT3
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Construct Chain

The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:
Certain Monosyllabic Nouns

Certain singular monosyllabic nouns add Hireq Yod to their
stem in the construct state. Do not confuse this Hireq Yod

with the 1cs pronominal suffix (°2N “my father”).

:§ father N " :8 father of
ﬂ§ brother [] L HN brother of

The diphthong *_ (as in N?3) changes to

Tsere Yod in the construct state.

N’ house O N’ house of
."3_7 spring U 1’57 spring of
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Construct Chain

The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:
Segholate Nouns

The construct spelling of a singular Segholate noun is the
same as its lexical (or absolute) spelling.

15?5 king N 1573 king of
D0 book 0 790 bookof
WA moming O P2 momingof
W3 boy 0 W boyof

The plural construct form follows the pattern
of ’357_3 (kings of).

D’D?D kings U ’3]77_3 kings of
D"f;;] servants L] ’7:3_7 servants of

50
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Construct Chain
The Spelling of Nouns in the Construct State:
Nouns Ending in 7

Nouns ending in /7 _(Seghol He) change this ending

to 11 _(Tsere He) in the construct and then

the second rule of vowel reduction apply.

7TV field 0 7T field of
TIJU@ camp 0 n:”_-f@ camp of
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BBH 11.1

Numbers
Introduction

Biblical Hebrew does not have a
separate set of numerical symbols
(1, 2, 3, etc.) as we do in English.
Rather, Hebrew numbers are

written out.

Cardinal numbers are used for
counting (one, two, three, etc.).
Ordinal numbers are used to
indicate position in a series (first,

second, third, etc.).
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One
Two
Three
Four
Five
Six
Seven
Eight
Nine

Ten

BBH 11.2

Numbers

Cardinal Numbers 1-10

Masculine Feminine
Absolute Construct Absolute Construct
R TOR NOX NOX
il W aloli Y
el WO nl7irdv oY
jnigh joigh AYIIN nyaIxR
van o wRn  Wan  nwan
vy vy aww  nwd
vy yaw 7himli nyavw
kil bt ghlal; ighlali
ilify ywUn  AywR  nywn
W Wy Ay Mgy
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BBH 11.3

Eleven

Twelve

Thirteen
Fourteen
Fifteen
Sixteen
Seventeen
Eighteen

Nineteen

Y ﬂ'\WSJ WbW thirteen years (1 Kgs 7:1)
bl '1@73] ﬂ}];ﬁg fourteen days (Ex 12:6)
]7|7§§7 WE?ST] mgmn fifteen shekels (Lev 27:7)

Numbers
Cardinal Numbers 11-19

With Z\]I\ggizcsuline Witlla\] Fozngénine
Wy IR MWy oX
WyYCRwy AWy nwy
Wyl ey Y
wyoDw o ey onv
Wy gy v
Ty YT ARy VRN
Wy AR Ty wan
Wy TwY Y vy
Ty ayaw My vav
Wy amw AwY
wyaywn o Wy vwr
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BBH 11.4

Numbers
Cardinal Numbers 20-99

Twenty
Thirty
Forty
Fifty
Sixty
Seventy
Eighty
Ninety

N oYY
Y20 DY
ywn) o°ywn
agviplirgRalbl

oy
Qoo
D°Y2N
alely

DWW
D'y
alhfali
D°yYn

twenty-one (2 Kgs 24:18)
seventy-seven (Gen 4:24)
ninety-nine (Gen 17:24)
thirty-two (Num 31:40)
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Numbers
Cardinal Numbers 100+

One Hundred
Two Hundred
Three Hundred
One Thousand
Two Thousand
Three Thousand
Ten Thousand
Twenty Thousand
Thirty Thousand

BBH 11.5

gl

apighia

nixm WoU
28

D878

D°978 NY7Y
==y
apighloly

nian wvov
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BBH 11.6

First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth

Numbers
Ordinal Numbers

Masculine Feminine
TNWRA T@"IW.NW.
1 1w
v e
P73 Yy
LR gy
WY Y
Y20 Py aw
I Ry
YN ywn
VY Yy

TIWRIT 0172 on the first day (Lev 23:7)

’U’JWU 03%2 on the seventh day (Gen 2:2)
a7 plhvyl ﬂ:_IWD. in the fortieth year (1 Chr 26:31)
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Introduction to Verbs
Verbal Root and Derived Forms

Root
airia
Nouns Verb
-Ibﬁ king -I?@ to reign

7290 queen
3“3]77_3 kingdom

BBH 12.2 129



Introduction to Verbs
Person, Gender, and Number

In Hebrew, most verb forms have person, gender, and
number as in 72N3 (she wrote) and n:zj; (you wrote). Person,

gender, and number are indicated in Hebrew by distinct
preformatives and sufformatives.

Person First I, we

Second you
Third he, she, it, they

Gender  Masculine referring to masculine subjects
Feminine referring to feminine subjects

Common  referring to masculine or feminine subjects

Number Singular  referring to one person or thing
Plural referring to more than one person or thing
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Introduction to Verbs
Verbal Stems: Names and Spelling

In the Hebrew verbal system, there are seven major stems.
The Qal stem is the basic or simple verbal stem. From the
Qal stem all other verbal stems are formed. For this reason,
the Niphal through Hithpael stems are called “derived”
stems, because their forms are derived or based
on the Qal stem.

English Hebrew Spelling

Spelling Spelling Diagnostics

Qal 0 R unaugmented

Niphal 0 ‘75_793 J prefix; Pathach stem vowel
Piel 0 ‘73.7 ) Hireq-Tsere vowel pattern
Pual 0 oy 2  Qibbuts-Pathach vowel pattern
Hiphil 0 ‘7’37 2y i1 prefix; Hireq Yod stem vowel

Hophal O oy 97 Jprefix; Pathach stem vowel

Hithpael 0 by‘?ﬂﬂ N1 prefix; Tsere stem vowel
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Qal

Niphal

Piel

Pual

Hiphil

Hophal

Hithpael

BBH 12.7

Introduction to Verbs
Verbal Stems: Meaning

Simple/Active. Qal verbs are primarily active in
voice. The Qal stem exhibits simple action.

Simple/Passive or Reflexive. The Niphal is the
passive (or reflexive) of the Qal. It is used to
express simple action with either a passive or
reflexive voice.

Intensive/Active. The Piel stem is sometimes
used to express an intensive type of action with
an active voice.

Intensive/Passive. The Pual is the passive of the
Piel. The Pual stem is used to express an
intensive type of action with a passive voice.

Causative/Active. The Hiphil stem is used to
express causative action with an active voice.

Causative/Passive. The Hophal is the passive of
the Hiphil. The Hophal stem is used to express
causative action with a passive voice.

Intensive/Reflexive. The Hithpael stem is used
to express an intensive type of action with a
reflexive (or passive) voice.

52
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Introduction to Verbs
Summary: Stem Meaning and Translation

Simple Intensive Causative

Action Action Action
Active Voice Qal Piel Hiphil
Passive Voice Niphal Pual Hophal
Reflexive Voice | Niphal Hithpael

Form Translation
Qal 377_3@7 he heard
Niphal SJ?_DWJ he was heard
DPiel ploli he smashed into pieces
Pual ﬁ;W he (it) was smashed into pieces
Hiphil '["7?3,'! he made (someone) king
Hophal '[‘??DU he was made king
Hithpael NAANT he hid himself

BBH 12.8-9
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Perfect

Imperfect

Imperative

Cohortative

Jussive

Infinitive
Construct

Infinitive
Absolute

Participle

BBH 12.11

Introduction to Verbs
Eight Basic Verbal Conjugations

Completed Action. The Perfect aspect denotes completed
action, whether in the past, present, or future.

Incomplete Action. The Imperfect aspect denotes incomplete
action, whether in the past, present, or future.

2nd Person Volitional. The Imperative is used primarily to
express direct commands, demanding immediate action from
the one being addressed.

1st Person Volitional. The Cohortative is used to express a
wish, request, or command. It may also be used to express
purpose (in order to) or result (resulting in).

3rd Person Volitional. The Jussive conjugation is also used to
express some type of mild command or strong wish.

Verbal Noun. Among is several uses, the Infinitive Construct
can function much like an English Infinitive, usually
translated with the preposition “to” plus a verb as in “to
study” or “to learn.”

Verbal Noun. The Hebrew Infinitive Absolute has no real
English counterpart. It may be used in conjunction with other
verbs to emphasize or intensify the verbal action. It may also
be used in the place of an Imperative to express a command.

Verbal Adjective. Verbally, the Participle expresses some
type of verbal action such as “studying” or “learning.”
Adjectivally, it is used much like a Hebrew adjective:
attributively, predicatively, or substantively.

0 134



Introduction to Verbs
Summary: Roots, Stems and Conjugations

Root
bop

l

Qal Stem
oup

Derived Stems

Niphal Piel Pual Hiphil Hophal Hithpael
20p1 F9p vR URD Jupl P0RnT

Verbal Conjugations

Perfect
Imperfect
Imperative
Cohortative
Jussive
Inf Construct
Inf Absolute
Participle
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Introduction to Verbs
Stong and Weak Verb Classification

Hebrew verbs are classified as either strong or weak. Strong
verbs have no weak consonants. Weak verbs have at least
one weak root consonant. The weak consonants are the
gutturals and 9. The consonants > and 1 are considered weak
when they appear as the first consonant of the verbal root in
certain conjugations. Biconsonantal and Geminate verbal
roots are also considered to be weak.

I-Guttural TAY  guttural in first root position
[I-Guttural ‘7}_{} guttural in second root position
-1/ ¥ M2 N or ¥in third root position

II-NX NX72  Xin third root position

II-77 112 Tin third root position

[-? DW"T Y in first root position

I-] ‘75_)37 J in first root position

Doubly Weak ﬂ?y [-Guttural and I1I-7 (as one example)
Biconsonantal =~ Q77  only two root consonants

Geminate 110  identical second and third consonants
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Introduction to Verbs
Word Order in a Verbal Sentence

Normal word order for a verbal sentence is
verb-subject-object.

object object subject verb

YIRT DX 23 DR 270K K72

- - .o

God created the heavens and the earth.
(Gen 1:1)

BBH 12.14

It is not uncommon for the direct object to stand
at the beginning of a sentence
for the purpose of emphasis.

verb object

XTR T M

Yahweh your God you shall fear.
(Deut 10:20)
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Introduction to Verbs
Parsing Hebrew Verbs

Parsing is the process of identifying a verb’s stem,
conjugation, person, gender, number, and lexical form or
verbal root. Note the following example.

Salrp

Niphal Perfect 3ms from ¥aw

The lexical form of most triconsonantal verbs is the
Qal Perfect 3ms. Only Biconsonantal verbs have
a different lexical form.
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Qal Perfect: Strong

Introduction to the Qal Stem

Qal stem verbs are active in voice with simple or unnuanced
action. The simple action of the Qal stem is further divided
into transitive, intransitive, and stative.

—— Transitive —

Transitive verbs can take a direct object. In the example
“the prophet wrote the book,” the verb “wrote” is transitive
because it can take a direct object. In this example, the
word “book” is the direct object of the verb “wrote” because
it receives the verbal action.

— Intransitive —

Intransitive verbs cannot take a direct object. In the example
“the king perished in the battle,” the verb “perished” cannot
take a direct object.

—— Stative —

Stative verbs are used to describe a state of being. In the
example “the priest is old,” the verbal construction “is old”
describes the state or condition of the subject (the priest).
In English, a stative (or state-of-being) idea is expressed
with a form of the verb “to be” (is) and an adjective (old).
In Hebrew, a stative idea is expressed with various verbs,

such as 722 (to be heavy) and 0P (to be small). Most stative
verbs are considered to be intransitive.
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Qal Perfect: Strong

Introduction to the Perfect Conjugation

The Perfect conjugation is used to express a completed
action or a state of being, whether in the past,
present, or future.

The Perfect conjugation is sometimes called the “suffix”
conjugation because different inflectional endings or
sufformatives are added to the verbal stem in
order to indicate person, gender,
and number.

In Hebrew, Perfect verbs are most often translated by
the English past tense (I wrote) of the present
perfect tense (I have written).
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BBH 13.5

3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs

lcs

3cp

2mp

2fp

Icp

Qal Perfect: Strong

Strong Verb Paradigm

Suformatioe Paveign
'7!_9? he killed
18 ﬂ’?UP she killed
9 nbﬁp you killed
D nbpp you killed

N ’ﬂbﬁp I killed
a 120R  they killed
akg Dﬂ'?UP you killed
0 'm’?UP you killed
1 WOR  wekilled

55
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Qal Perfect: Strong

Other Qal Perfect Strong Verbs

alvg W oA MY PRy

to dwell  to remember  to write to keep to gather
3ms 3(_27: 27 and '1?_3@? (1%
MW, AW TR Ay ¥R
cAUER N c3/A 0 < =) S =1 B <l /A o 7
o MWy MR mny ey nxap

s °Pat>  oA13r cmafa CPAY onedp
3p 1AW 17 e MY 3P
2mp | DPIWY DRI DRAND  ORYQYW DD¥IR
ZiC B AR i = i o <l i S

Ip = 1207 3T Mmh MAY AP
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Qal Perfect: Strong

Verbal Roots Ending in IN

When a verbal root ending in N receives a Perfect

sufformative beginning with N, the two identical
consonants become one consonant with Daghesh
Forte (NN 0 N). Five of the Perfect

sufformatives begin with n.

AN o N2 2ms youcu

ﬂﬂﬁ: [ ﬂﬁD 2fs you cut

"ﬂﬂ‘]? L] ’.ﬂ :l? lcs I cut

Dﬂﬂ -13 [ Dﬂﬁ: 2mp you cut

1nn13 [ 1”13 2fp you cut

BBH 13.8 0
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Qal Perfect: Strong

Verbal Roots Ending in 1

When a verbal root ending in 1 receives a Perfect

sufformative beginning with 1, the two identical
consonants become one consonant with Daghesh Forte
(31 0 2). The only sufformative that begins with 1 is the 1cp

(12). The final 1 of a verbal root may also assimilate into
sufformatives ending in N (N1 0 N).

UJSW [ 135@7 lep we dwelt

<

’nlﬁj [ algh lcs I gave

o o = T e = 7T
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Qal Perfect: Strong

Stative Verbs: Introduction

Stative verbs are classified by their stem vowel.

The stem vowel is the vowel that is associated with the second root

consonant. With strong verbs that are transitive, the stem
vowel is Pathach as in 771_3?, '1?_3@7 and 727. With stative

verbs, the stem vowel is variable. There are three classes of

Pathach-Stative

‘7'_(; to be great

077 to be wise

BBH 13.10

stative verb.

Tsere-Stative

722 to be heavy

7i?] to be old

Holem-Stative

'['UE to be small

17'3: to be able
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The differences in the spelling of stative verbs, compared
to the Qal Perfect strong verb, are indicated in red.

3ms

3fs

2ms
2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2fp

Icp

BBH 13.10

Qal Perfect: Strong

Stative Verbs: Qal Perfect Paradigms

Pathach- Tsere- Holem-
Stative Stative Stative
773 722 Tup
7T 1712 11072
neT P72 nIop
N7 1722 kel
nyl CnT Oniop
1273 172D 1P
o713 DT Dplp
07T 197D e
11972 11722 1P
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Qal Perfect: Strong

Stative Verbs: Corresponding Adjectives

Stative verbs are closely related to
corresponding adjectives. For example, the form 7 is either

the Qal Perfect 3ms stative verb (he is old) or the ms
adjective (old).

Stative Verb Adjective

Qal Perfect 3ms Masculine Singular
7:? it is heavy 7:? heavy
N’??D it is full 877?; full
NDQ it is unclean N?NQ unclean

The difference between the two is that one is inflected as a
verb and the other as an adjective.
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Qal Perfect: Strong

Parsing

The parsing of Perfect verbs requires the identification of the
verbal stem, conjugation, person, gender, number, and verbal root.
When parsing, give the required information in the proper

order as the following examples illustrate.

’ﬂﬁil‘ Qal Perfect 1es 727

D'VSW Qal Perfect 2fs '1?_3!57
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Qal Perfect: Strong

The Negative Particle X7

Perfect verbs are negated
with the particle X?, usually translated “not.”
The negative particle may also be spelled Xi9. It is always
placed immediately before the verb that it governs.

NININTTNR aRnY &Y

You did not observe the laws.

N*23°NKR A737 K7

You did not remember the covenant.
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3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2fp

Icp

BBH 14.2-3

Qal Perfect: Weak

[-Guttural, IT-Guttural and II11-17/Y Verbs

I-Guttural I-Guttural — II-N/Y Strong
TRY W2 yav Yup
ATAY O AMWR WRY a7up
Ny P02 QYAY  DoDp
NTRY P2 QYRY  noup
'NTRY CRN2 CRYRY CRDp
Y 1N Wy aoup
DRTRY ORN2 DRYRY DR7LP
TRV IR0 INYRY 1R70P
WTRY W02 nyAY 10p
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Qal Perfect: Weak

Hateph Pathach in I-Guttural and II-Guttural Verbs

In certain forms of the I-Guttural and II-Guttural
paradigms, Hateph Pathach appears under the guttural
consonant instead of Vocal Shewa. This spelling change is
caused by the fact that gutturals cannot take Vocal Shewa.

[-Guttural
o IDTRY

BBH 14.2-3

[I-Guttural
3% 703
3cp 'lﬁi_'f;
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BBH 14.4-5

Qal Perfect: Weak

3ms

3fs
2ms
2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2fp

Icp

ITI-X Verbs
ITT-R Strong
N1 0P
g AR
a4 B olrdulr
nR¥R  R7Lp
TRER  n70p
R§'9 170P
OORYR - DR7LR
INRZD - IR70R
RO B hiplolr

60
L
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Qal Perfect: Weak

The Spelling of III-X Verbs

With III-X verbs, the X is silent in every form.
I1I-X verbs exhibit the following pattern in
the 3ms, which is also the lexical form.

Qal Perfect 3ms
ITI-N

<Y

1. The stem vowel is Qamets in every form except 3fs and 3cp.

2. The expected Silent Shewa under the third root consonant
of many of the inflected forms is absent (as in nxip)

3. The Daghesh Lene, normally present in the initial
consonant of the five sufformatives beginning with a N, is
absent. For example, the 1cs sufformative >N has become °1.
This loss of the Daghesh Lene is occasioned by the
quiescing of the X in pronunciation. When this happens, the

Nis preceded by a vowel sound and, therefore, loses the
Daghesh Lene.

BBH 14.4-5 153



BBH 14.6-7

Qal Perfect: Weak

3ms

3fs
2ms
2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2fp

Icp

IT1-77 Verbs

117 Strong
143 0P
R AR
w2 R
M2 nyup
o™i noDp
RS il
o2 DnuR
R In7R
D NP
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Qal Perfect: Weak

The Spelling of I1I-3 Verbs

The vowel pattern learned for III-X weak verbs in the 3ms
is the same for I1I-{7 verbs. The irregularities in the
paradigm of this weak verb are occasioned by
the loss of the final i1 in every form.

Qal Perfect 3ms
II-X /11117

x¥R/ 7132

1. The 77 in the 3ms form (7713) is not the third root consonant
but a vowel letter used for the final vowel of this form.

2. Note the N in the 3fs form (71013). This N will distinguish
the 3fs from the 3ms.

3. Inall second and first person forms, both singular and
plural, the stem vowel is Hireq Yod (for example, N°12). It is
helpful to understand that III-] verbs were originally III-’
and the stem vowel of a form like °12 is “reminiscent” of
the original consonant in third root posmon In the Qal
conjugation, therefore, the diagnostic Hireq Yod stem
vowel will help to identify the III-7 class of verbs.

4. Lastly, as in the III-X paradigm, the Daghesh Lene in the
sufformatives beginning with n is absent.
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BBH 14.8-9

3ms

3fs
2ms
2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2fp

Icp

Qal Perfect: Weak

Doubly Weak Verbs
117/ M-/ Strong
II-Gutt I-Gutt Verb
Zh oy 0P
TOXY ANy AR
R %Y noep
XY Y noup
R %Y ORPDp
Ryl VY 7P
OPRY DY DR7R
R Py 1R70p
WRY WOy 1P
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Qal Perfect: Weak

Geminate Verbs

Cooms Wek1  weks ved
sws | 220 TN on - up
TR == 1oy S <) B
ms D130 DR NBR 7P
NiAap NI niep AYupR
s D120 MR niAR R7op
p 1220 MR m™h  17up
onp D120 DN DDA DR7LPR
2 IR0 NI NIRD ID7LR
p MWD WA NAR 10P

BBH 14.10-11
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Qal Perfect: Weak

The Spelling of Geminate Verbs

gl

Loss of Holem Waw Assimilated
Daghesh Lene in Connecting Geminate
Sufformative Vowel Consonant

1. The verb 7R differs from 220 in one way. In the
second and first person forms, singular and plural, the
Geminate consonant of 37X rejects the Daghesh Forte
and the Pathach under the X becomes Qamets because
of compensatory lengthening (D19R).

2. With onn the Geminate consonant has assimilated in
all forms and remains as a Daghesh Forte (except in the
3ms).
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Qal Perfect: Weak

Biconsonantal Verbs

Strong Strong Weak Strong

2w o Xj2 Verb
3ms op ajr7 N2 Dup
3fs oo oY X2 7P
s DRR DRW DR P7OP
s QlaTr S 21 /AN o o N P
s ORRR AR DRI Cnoop
30p mp  mp iR I o)y,
p  DORP  DORW  DDX2 DR7LP
T~ ol /A | o R el
Tep wap b NR2 170

BBH 14.12-13
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Qal Perfect: Weak

The Lexical Form of Biconsonantal Verbs

Biconsonantal verbs are composed of two consonants.
These verbs are also called “Hollow” or II-%/Y verbs.

DE he arose
Dg] he set
N; he entered

The lexical or dictionary form of a Biconsonantal verb is
not the Qal Perfect 3ms form. These verbs are listed in
the lexicon under their Infinitive Construct forms with

the vowel letter of their respective classes
(Shureq, Hireq Yod, or Holem Waw).

Qal Perfect Lexical Form
3ms (Infinitive Construct)
alp Q72
oty Dl
N2 xi3
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Qal Perfect: Weak

Verbs with Only Two Root Consonants in
Certain Inflected Forms: Paradigms

3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2y

Icp

BBH 14.6-13

111 Geminate Biconsonantal
112 120 i
a0aa A240 gia
a2 niao MR
N3 niag alalr,
'3 °niae R
M2 1220 laly
on°12  Oniad onnp
P12 IMap nnp
2 W2 WP
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Qal Perfect: Weak

Verbs with Only Two Root Consonants in
Certain Inflected Forms: Identification

1.  With III-i7 verbs, all second and first person forms have a
Hireq Yod stem vowel (D’j;l). Remember that III-i7 verbs
were originally III-’ and the Hireq Yod is “diagnostic” for this
weak verb class in the Perfect. Identification of the 3ms (713)
and 3fs (s17112) forms should present little difficulty. Only the
3cp form (112) will be a challenge.

2. With Geminate verbs, all second and first person forms have
a Holem Waw connecting vowel (.DWﬁQ) The Daghesh Forte
in the second root consonant also distinguishes this weak

verb class. The third person forms retain all three root letters
(22D, HQJQ, -'D.;IDT) and inflect like the strong verb.

3. With Biconsonantal verbs, there is no distinguishing stem
vowel or connecting vowel. However, the Pathach under the
first root consonant in all second and first person forms will
help in the identification of this weak verb class. In the 3cp
form (’I?Jé), the position of the accent distinguishes it from the

III-1 3cp form (112).
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BBH 14.18

3ms

3fs
2ms
2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2fp

Icp

Qal Perfect: Weak
The Verbs 1N1 and 11

103 7 Strong
to give to be Verb
104 ] 0P
o oama Ay
o D nonp
N N3 noup
'nnl - CnYp CRop
ihigh K I o
aiqlh R o) ity o) alrdolr
ol a I oy B il el
high by B h D
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BBH 14.19

3ms

3fs
2ms
2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2fp

Icp

Qal Perfect: Weak

The Verbs X7 and N7
N7 M Stong
to be afraid to die Verb
Ak o oup
1 M B
XY apn Rnp
nXY? nmo PR
'NRY °na °noop
Ral N 2R
ONXY  DnR DR7p
(EaL LR o< B Folrdilr
N unp o NP
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Qal Imperfect: Strong

Introduction to the Imperfect Conjugation

The Imperfect conjugation is used to express an incomplete
action, whether in the past, present, or future.

The Imperfect conjugation is sometimes called the “prefix”
conjugation because different inflectional prefixes or
preformatives are added to the verbal stem in
order to indicate person, gender,
and number.

Imperfect verbs are most often tranlated by the English
future tense or present tense.

BBH 15.1-2 165



3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics

3mp

3fp

2mp

2

Icp

BBH 15.3

Qal Imperfect: Strong

Strong Verb Paradigm

Suffor- Imperfect  Prefor- Translation
mative Paradigm  mative

PUP° % hewillkil

0P R shewillkil
0PA P you(ms) willkil
. "'7U|7ﬂ N you (fs) will kill
0PX R rwillkl
1 ﬁ’?p?? 7 they (mp) will kill
71 70PN D they (fp) will kil
1 1‘7wpn N you (mp) will kill
71 MIP0PR R you(fp) will kil
0P1 1 wewillkil
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Qal Imperfect: Strong

Diagnostics and Notes

The following graphic identifies the preformative and
stem vowel that are diagnostic for most forms of
the Qal Imperfect strong verb.

Qal Imperfect
Strong Verb

0R

1. In the Qal strong verb, all preformative consonants have
Hireq, except the 1cs form which has Seghol (P0pR).

2. The stem vowel is Holem, except in those forms that have
sufformatives that consist of a vowel (2fs, 3mp, and 2mp). In
these forms, the Holem stem vowel reduces to Vocal Shewa.

3. Two sets of forms are identical in the Imperfect paradigm. In
each case, context must suggest the correct identification.

P0PR both 3fs and 2ms (“she will kill” or “you will kill”)
ﬂ.:l]?ﬁpﬂ both 3fp and 2fp (“they will kill” or “you will kill”)

66
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Qal Imperfect: Strong

Other Imperfect Strong Verbs
T an WY vap

to remember to write to keep to gather
sws DT AR Tewd yap
3 3 2PdR Awn papn
ans | BIA 2NIR WA PapR
% WA AN MYR ¥apE
e BIR MR MR TIRK
sp . TV 2[R MY XA
TP MIIROD AIAYD A18apn
2p DN 12DOD 1MYA IXIPA
2 TIPID MIIROD AIAYD A18Apn
B 3P vl pap
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Qal Imperfect: Strong

Stative Verbs

With the Imperfect inflection of stative verbs,
the stem vowel is Pathach regardless
of the stem vowel in the Perfect.

BBH 15.6

Perfect Imperfect

Pathach-Stative 5 -_@ U ? -_{l’
Tsere-Stative 73? U 7;3 ’
Holem-Stative ]U E L] 1 P’
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BBH 15.6

3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics

3mp

3fp

2mp

2fp

Icp

Qal Imperfect: Strong

Stative Verb Paradigms

273 723 TP

Pathach Tsere Holem
Stative Stative Stative

i SO = L 1)
PT3R 72R URN
PR 72D URN
"PTAR °720R °Iupn
PR TN TUpR
VT 172 NLR
T7TIN MITAN . MI0RE
12730 172OR 1LRR
TIPTM 117220 30PN
7T 721 ol
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Qal Imperfect: Strong

Parsing

Parsing Imperfect verbs requires the identification of the
verbal stem, conjugation, person, gender, number, and
verbal root. When parsing, give the required information
in the proper order as the following examples illustrate.

13-773‘”’ Qal Imperfect 3mp Y 7_3‘12_7

-[]7 73’ Qal Imperfect 3ms -Ib A

BBH 15.8 171



Qal Imperfect: Strong

The Negative Particles X7 and X

The Imperfect may be negated with X?. This negative
particle is always placed immediately before the verb.
It can negate the verb or it may be used with the Imperfect
for an absolute or permanent prohibition
as in the following examples.

n¥In K7
you shall not kill (Ex 20:13)

ARIN X7

you shall not commit adultery (Ex 20:14)

The Imperfect can also be negated with ?X. This negative
particle is used with the Imperfect to express an
immediate, specific, and non-durative prohibition.

N'N=OK
Do not fear! (Gen 15:1)

0I'R°21 "2T79R WAYATIR

Do not listen to the words of ybur pr.oI;hets! (Jer 27:14)
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BBH 16.2-3

3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics

3mp

3fp

2mp

2fp

Icp

Qal Imperfect: Weak

IT-Guttural and I1I-17/Y Verbs

II-Guttural 1I-n/y Strong
My omwr Yo
MR nwn Sopn
MR nwn Sopn
WAR - CMWR OupR
MAX mAwR JupK
Ty SO 4 7A T e[
TN MMWR MI70pR
Tyl OB Inrdivso I [ o
TN MMWR MI70pR
WA Nl Dupl
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

The Spelling of II-Guttural and II1-13/Y Verbs

Gutturals prefer a-type vowels. Because of this preference,
the stem vowel in [I-Guttural and III-17/¥Y verbs is Pathach,
not Holem as in the strong verb paradigm.

my
o

Gutturals cannot take Vocal Shewa, but take reduced
(Hateph) vowels. In II-Guttural verbs, therefore, the Vocal
Shewa changes to Hateph Pathach in the 2fs, 3mp, and
2mp forms.

NN
ﬁi_'j;?
=Y

BBH 16.2-3 174



BBH 16.4-5

Qal Imperfect: Weak

3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics

3mp

3fp

2mp

2

Icp

ITI-X Verbs
ITI-NX Strong
NX7 plolrd
Xgnn o Popn
Xgnn o Popn
RgpR - O70pR
DX PR
WY 1701
TRERA 370N
WYRR - 390pN
TRERA 370N
Xgp1 o U

68
[
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

The Spelling of III-X Verbs

Most of the changes that take place in the Imperfect of this
weak verb class result from the fact that the X in third root
position is quiescent. This quiescent X causes the stem
vowel to change from Pathach to Qamets in
most forms of the paradigm.

Xy
Xya7
XYY

The identical 3fp and 2fp forms exhibit an unexpected
Seghol stem vowel. This variation is unusual but should
pose no difficulty for the identification of these forms.

g

BBH 16.4-5 176



BBH 16.6-7

Qal Imperfect: Weak

3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics

3mp

3fp

2mp

2fp

Icp

I1I-77 Verbs
I11-7 Strong
112> 2R
132N plolrdo
132N plolrdo
120 27Upn
TR PupR
112 1701
arian nI0pF
ihint R ielrd o
arian Ar7dpn
1121 20p1

69
[
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

The Spelling of I1I-3 Verbs

Imperfect Il verbs have the 1 ending in those
forms without a sufformative.

133
JEE

Imperfect I1I-77 verbs with a sufformative
don’t have the final 1.

12>
halg

The identical 3fp and 2fp forms exhibit a Seghol Yod stem
vowel. This variation is unusual but should pose no
difficulty for the identification of these forms.

riar

BBH 16.6-7 178



BBH 16.8-9

3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
1cs

3mp

3fp

2mp

2fp

Icp

[-Guttural Verbs

Qal Imperfect: Weak

el ez stong
P TRy 20R”
PR Tayn Yupn
PR Tayn Yupn
PR CTRYR OURF
PR TR JLRR
WIS TRy R
TPINN MITAYD 7I0pN
PIID YTEYR 3pen
TPINN MITAYD 7I0pN
ik TAY1 ol

70
L
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

The Spelling of I-Guttural Verbs

Based on their stem vowels, there are two types of
[-Guttural weak verb in the Imperfect. Type 1 verbs have a
Pathach stem vowel, a Seghol preformative vowel, and a
Hateph Seghol under the Guttural consonant in first root
position.

UK

Type 2 verbs have a Holem stem vowel, a Pathach
preformative vowel and, a Hateph Pathach under the
Guttural consonant in first root position.

Ty

BBH 16.8-9 180



3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics

3mp

3fp

2mp

2fp

Icp

BBH 16.10-11

Qal Imperfect: Weak

[-X Verbs

I-X I-N
Type 1 Type 2 Strong
aleh¥ plahy 20R”
oxR MR Yupn
oxR MR Yupn
VRN MR 70pR
TOXN MR DUPR
MORY MR 90R?
TPRD 7IRRA AI70pN
MOXA  1MRA APupn
RN ATERA 378N
o1 MRl Pupl

71
[
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Qal Imperfect: Weak
The Spelling of I-X Verbs

There are two types of I-X verb in the Imperfect. The Type
1 class inflects like the Type 1 class of
[-Guttural verbs (PIﬂ’)

Type 2 verbs of the I-X class have a Holem preformative
vowel and a Pathach stem vowel. The X is quiescent in
each form of the paradigm.

plab

BBH 16.10-11 182



Qal Imperfect: Weak

Geminate Verbs

el Tyel Typer  Strong
3ms mlel mlok one oR?
3fs mlely mlojo anp - Pupn
2ms mlelg mlofg anp - Yupn
2 "3RIV MON DLPR
s 20N JoX  ONR QUpR
smp 120? 129° o 90R
s IP30R AP30R ArRNn 137%pn
omp 1200 WOR MDD 20PN
2k PIVD APIOD APRDR NI70pN
Tep mle} mlo onl  Pupl
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

The Spelling of Geminate Verbs

Type 1 Qal Imperfect Geminate verbs have a Holem stem
vowel and either a Qamets or Hireq preformative vowel
(Vocal Shewa in the two fp forms).

10’

o}

Type 2 Qal Imperfect Geminate verbs have a Pathach stem
vowel and a Tsere preformative vowel (Vocal Shewa
in the two fp forms).

an

BBH 16.12-13 184



Qal Imperfect: Weak

The Classification of Biconsonantal Verbs

Biconsonantal verbs are composed of two rather than

three root consonants. You will recall that this weak verb

class is sometimes designated II-*/1. It should be clear
from the chart below why this weak class has been called
[I->/3. With the Imperfect and related conjugations, a
medial vowel letter is found in every form. In the

Imperfect, these Biconsonantal or II-’ /1 verbs are further

q Class

” ~ Class

ﬁ Class

BBH 16.14-15

Qal
Perfect 3ms

Qal
Imperfect 3ms

classified by their medial vowel letter.

Lexical
Entry

Q7

he arose
al”

he placed

X3

he entered

afirk

he will arise

agiry
he will place

Ri2>

he will enter

Q12

to arise

allig

to place

X113

to enter
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

Biconsonantal Verbs

1 Class 7 Class Y Class
072 alvr k! Strong

s QP DRI Sup
¥ Qph oen Xiap Supn
oms QPR DR XIap Supn
6 owipn o owbn RI3R hupn
s QPR PR RIOR S0pX
smp MP WRY WIS PR
s APRIPD APRWR NINIAN A170RN
omp VPR MWWA IRIAD 0PN
2 APRPR APRYR AN 13700
1 DP1 ol Rl Yupl
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

The Spelling of Biconsonantal Verbs

In all forms (except 3fp and 2fp) and in each of the three
classes, the preformative vowel is Qamets.

allrk
D
ShY

The stem vowel in each form is
determined by the Biconsonantal sub-class:
Shureq, Hireq Yod, or Holem Waw.

aRirl
all7g
Ni2)

BBH 16.14-15 187



Qal Imperfect: Weak

I-?Verbs

Type 1 770 Type 2 Strong
s WA v o
% W R WR o Dbpn
ws WA PR WD Dbpn
% WA C29R WD DupA
s WK TR UK DbpR
smp 92V "V W
s MY mRR YR 37opn
omp VA DIR WA 100pN
s MAYR . MOR mUIn 37opn
AW T W1 Dbpl
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

The Spelling of I-? Verbs

With Type 1 Qal Imperfect I-* verbs, the first consonant of
the verbal root drops in every form and the preformative

vowel is Tsere. The stem vowel is variable between Tsere
and Pathach.

7y
12w
a7

With Type 2 Qal Imperfect I-’ verbs, the initial * of the
verbal root is seemingly preserved as the vowel letter
Hireq Yod and the stem vowel is Pathach.

v
W
w7l

BBH 16.16-17 189



Qal Imperfect: Weak

I-1Verbs

Type 1 Type2  Doubly Weak  Strong
3ms i) 1o e o
3fs rlato iokg nmin Pupn
21ms rlato iokg nmin Pupn
26 78R CYOR C9mIn oupn
Tes 758 VAR YMIR DupN
smp 1980 WO PN 19U
w  73P9D mWOn MmN m370pn
amp | 17BR WOR 19MIR 90PN
2 73790 MWOR M N370pN
Tep rloh Yok M Fupl
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

The Spelling of I-1 Verbs

There are two types of I-1 verbs. Type 1 verbs have a
Holem stem vowel and Type 2 verbs have a Pathach stem
vowel. In every form of Type 1 and in most forms of Type

2, the initial root consonant (1) has assimilated into the
second root consonant and is represented as Daghesh
Forte.

i)
ok

I-1 verbs that are also II-Guttural retain the 1 in first root
position. The expected assimilation does not occur because
the second root consonant is a guttural,
which cannot take Daghesh Forte.

nD
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

Doubly Weak Verbs

vy aRY M3 RY O Rwl 1M

3ms Y AR mI RY O RW 1
3fs YR AR IR X¥D XwA o Inn
2ms YR AR Wan R¥D Rwn 0D
2fs WYN CRIN AR OR¥D ORWA 1A
Les TWYR ORI MR KR XWR IO
3mp Wy WP PTORY W um
3 ArRYR APRIN AR MIRED mR®A ;Inn
2mp Wy I PIA IR WA upp

2 APRYA APRIN APOR JIRED MR®A 7IAn

Lep AWyl AR Ml R¥1 RWl Rl
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

Verbs with Only Two Consonants in Certain

Inflected Forms: Paradigms

113 I I-] Geminate
3ms, 7142 miik iz} el
3 711an miiro rlolo mlelg
2ms 71120 N rloto mlely
T I =77 I =) B o e}
fes 1122 VR 75K mlehs
3mp 112 nlirg 199° 120
3 PN mAvD n17en nraon
omp AN WA 37BA 120D
2 TPIIN MWD A178R Araon
1ep 11122 miih ok mle}

BBH 16.22
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Qal Imperfect: Weak

Verbs with Only Two Consonants in Certain
Inflected Forms: Identification

1.  With III-7 verbs, the five forms without a sufformative end in
Seghol He (57127). The identical 3fp and 2fp forms (T@’;;D)
have the unchéngeable long vowel Seghol Yod. This is the
most common weak verb class.

2. With I-? verbs and '|7?U, the preformative vowel is Tsere (2”
and '|17’) In the Qal stem, only I-? verbs (and a few Geminate
Type 2 verbs) have a Tsere preformative vowel.

3. With I-1verbs and ﬂ|?]:), the verbal root can be identified by
the Daghesh Forte in the second root consonant of every form
(79% and 1MP°). This Daghesh Forte represents the assimilated
1(or 2 of NRY).

4. With Geminate verbs, a Daghesh Forte appears in the
Geminate consonant of the five forms that take a sufformative
§ 362). In those forms without a sufformative, the Qamets
preformative vowel (20°) distinguishes this weak verb class
from the other weak verb classes that have only two root
letters in their inflected forms.
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3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics

3mp

3fp

2mp

2

Icp

BBH 16.23

Qal Imperfect: Weak

Summary of Selected Paradigms

[I-Guttural 1I-n/y I1I-X 11I-7
my o RE o m
MIN mD R¥AD AN
MIN mYD R¥AD AN
WA CMYYR OR¥an °1an
MIE NIWR R¥DX IR
Ty R |n rd /AT N 5 0a Y think
AN AW AINIAD AN
MPAN MPWA IRIAA 12N
TN MW AINIRD AN
MU MWD N T
195



Waw Consecutive

Introduction

In this set of charts, we will study the
Waw Consecutive and consecutive
verbal forms in narrative sequences.

Consecutive verbal forms are
used in narrative primarily to denote
sequences of consecutive actions, either

in the past, present, or future.
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Waw Consecutive
Basic Form with the Qal Imperfect

Qal Imperfect without Qal Imperfect with
Waw Consecutive Waw Consecutive
w’m;ﬁ pla I;??]
he will observe and he observed
Wb'f? 15'[?]
he will remember and he remembered

Imperfect with
Waw Consecutive

plolrid

BBH 17.2 N 197



BBH 17.2

Waw Consecutive

Qal Imperfect Paradigm with Waw Consecutive

3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
lcs

3mp

3fp

2mp

2fp

Icp

70R7]
7o
opm
20N
oK)
T20R")
1370pN]
rdelray
1370pN]
plolrk)

and he killed
and she killed
and you killed
and you killed
and I killed
and they killed
and they killed
and you killed
and you killed

and we killed
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3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics

3mp

3fp

2mp

2fp

Icp

BBH 17.2

Waw Consecutive
Qal Imperfect Paradigm with Regular Waw

Qal Imperfect with  Qal Imperfect with
Waw Consecutive  Regular Waw
plolid 0P and he will kill
20PN P0PN]  and she will kil
o P0RPN] and you will kill
PUPNY O7UPNY and you will kill
ploley P0PR)  and Twill kil
WVUPM 12UPY)  and they will kill
7170PN)  MI70PN] and they will kil
VUPNT I20PN] and you will kil
7170PN)  MI70RN)  and you will kil
ol 0PI and we will kil
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Waw Consecutive
Spelling Changes in the Consecutive Imperfect

With I-X verbs (of the 2N type) and some I-” verbs (as
well as '[57) the stem vowel changes to Seghol in
consecutive Imperfect forms.

1?_3&’ he will say 0 '173&‘] and he said
JW’ he will dwell O :W;] and he dwelt

-|77’ he will go O -|77 §] and he went

Biconsonantal and III-f] verbs are “shortened” in
consecutive Imperfect forms without a sufformative
(except the 1cs). With Biconsonantal verbs, the medial
vowel letter is lost. With IlI-/7 verbs, the final /T _ drops off.

0 P: he will riseup O D?:] and he rose up
D’W: he will set 0 DW:] and he set
1437 he will build O 13”)  and he built

.'f?l’ he will reveal O 771’] and he revealed
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Waw Consecutive
Uses of the Consecutive Imperfect in Hebrew Narrative

1. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with a Perfect
verb followed by any number of consecutive Imperfect
verbs.

TR2™NR 7?33] 0m ‘nm;z’e_z AI07NR YT QTR

TT T :

And Adam knew Eve his wife, and then she
conceived, and then she bore Cain (Gen 4:1).

2. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with the temporal

modifier °1°]1 (Qal Imperfect 3ms from 17 with Waw

Consecutive) followed by Imperfect verbs with Waw
Consecutive.

132 pREI"NR 077178 7727 012N Nin IR )

And after the death of Abraham
God blessed Isaac his son (Gen 25:11).

3. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with a consecutive
Imperfect followed by other Imperfect verbs with Waw
Consecutive.

TV 2RD VIR T 7270 AWRTIR RPN

And he called to Moses and Yahweh spoke to him
from the tent of meeting (Lev 1:1).
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Waw Consecutive
Basic Form with the Qal Perfect

Qal Perfect without Qal Perfect with
Waw Consecutive Waw Consecutive
Y %
he observed and he will observe
71 2l
he remembered and he will remember

Perfect with
Waw Consecutive

20p!
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Waw Consecutive
Qal Perfect Paradigm with Waw Consecutive

In the Perfect, the regular conjunction ) and the Waw
Consecutive are identical in form.

BBH 17.5

3ms

3fs
2ms
2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2y

Icp

Perfect with Waw Consecutive

9%
rird
n70p]
n7oR)

n7oR)

T20R]

nn7oR!
L
1708

79

L

and he will kill
and she will kill
and you will kill
and you will kill
and I will kill
and they will kill
and you will kill
and you will kill

and we will kill
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Waw Consecutive
Uses of the Consecutive Perfect in Hebrew Narrative

1. The future tense narrative sequence may begin with an
Imperfect verb followed by any number of consecutive
Perfect verbs.

AINZR72 D°WY) Ty o) NYY
Six days you will labor and (you will) do
all your work (Deut 5:13).

2. The temporal modifier ﬂ::ﬂ (Qal Perfect 3ms from 171

with Waw Consecutive) may mark the beginning of a
future tense narrative sequence.

X7 NY"NY N2 NmT oa

And in that day I will break the
bow of Israel (Hos 1:5).

3. The consecutive Perfect may follow an Imperative verb
and carry the full force of the initial Imperative.

77 7270°NK DY QNP )T 03 WY Tay
71727 WY NN

Stand (Imperative) in the gate of Yahweh's house
and proclaim there this word and say,
“Hear the word of Yahweh” (Jer 7:2).

BBH 17.6 204



Waw Consecutive
Temporal Modifiers

In Hebrew, temporal modifiers oftentimes mark the
beginning of narrative sequences.

5199

(Qal Imperfect 3ms from 177 with Waw Consecutive)

may mark the beginning of a
past tense narrative sequence.

07

(Qal Perfect 3ms from 1177 with Waw Consecutive)

may mark the beginning of a

future tense narrative sequence.
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Waw Consecutive
Parsing Consecutive Verbal Forms

The parsing of consecutive verbal forms is just like the
parsing of regular Perfect or Imperfect verbs except that
you must identify the prefixed Waw as regular or Consecutive.

W?DW’] Qal Imperfect 3ms W?_DEZ_) with Waw Consecutive

1?11 Qal Perfect 3ms 1?1 with Waw Consecutive
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BBH 18.1

Qal Imperative
Introduction to the Volitional Conjugations

The term “volitional” describes those
conjugations used, as a general rule,
to express some type of command,
wish, or desire.

Imperative

2nd person volitional conjugation

Cohortative

1st person volitional conjugation

Jussive

3rd person volitional conjugation
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2ms

2fs

2mp

2fp

BBH 18.3

Qal Imperative
Strong Verb Paradigm

Imperative  Sufformative  Translation

‘7‘9 |7 (you) kill!
"?IQP . (you) kill!
1207 a (you) kil

0 ;‘75 |7 1 (you) kill!
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Qal Imperative
The Form of the Qal Imperative

The form of the Qal Imperative is related to the form of
the Qal Imperfect. Remove the preformative (consonant
and vowel) from the four second person Imperfect forms

and the Imperative paradigm remains (Rule of Shewa
applies in the 2fs and 2mp forms).

et Profmative e
oms | JORR o ORI o 0P
7 I B el B v
omp | TPVRPR 0 2VRIA o 90P
o MIOPR o MIORIR o AIP0p

BBH 18.4.1 L
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Qal Imperative
The “Lengthened” 2ms Imperative

Qamets He (i7_) may be added to the 2ms form of the

Imperative (242 times in the Hebrew Bible). It is thought
that the lengthened form of the Imperative is either a
polite or emphatic form of the regular Imperative.

Lexical Regular Lengthened
Form Imperative  Imperative  Translation

]7 v |7 ]7'@ |7 H?U E you (2ms) kill!

mle) W WD W 0 j 73 g] you (2ms) observe!

VOV UDW 0 p ‘D tp you (2ms) judge!

Y DW y@W 0 3_;7 DW you (2ms) listen!

Note that the vowel in the first syllable of a lengthened
Imperative is Qamets Hatuf as in H?DE In some verbs,

this vowel is Hireq as in ﬂ}]?ﬂW
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Qal Imperative
The Particle N1

Imperatives (along with the other volitional
conjugations) may be followed by the

particle X] (with or without Maqqef)

which can be translated as “please”
or simply left untranslated.

N1 Y
XY

“observe!” or
“please observe!”
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2ms

2fs
2mp

2%

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

BBH 18.8

Qal Imperative
Weak Verbs: Part 1

I[-Guttural

I[I-Guttural

PInn oo P
R o R
WD o W

L ldin

I-X Type 1

M o0 M3
M 0 2
iyl TR s
T o Ay

I-X Type 2

Joxn o o
PR 0 PION
MOXKA 0 0K
708D 0 1370K

II-n/y

MR o MR
MRA o TR
TMRR o 1MWK

JIMARR 0 MIBR

ITI-NX

nwn o mow
mwR o mw
MWA o MY
mIYn o My

XYpD o N¥D
RYBD 0 ONYD
WYAN 0 IREN
oL RS
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2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

BBH 18.9

Qal Imperative

Weak Verbs: Part 2

IT1-¢7 Geminate
72R o M mlofo NS mle
2 o °1a olelo N ole
MW o A \WH o 12
I o APl [ Ar3en o W0

Il Type 1 I-1 Type 2
750 o 991 YOn O e
250 0 798 Yo o YD
P50 o 1991 WOR o WO
PN o AIgey | awen o Ao

I-’ Type 1 I-’ Type 2
wn o W wrn o w9
WwH o AW W o WY
VYA o 1Y WA o WY
MR o ARy MR o )
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Qal Imperative
Weak Verbs: Biconsonantal

QP
2ms 2WH o Oy by 0w
2fs PR o o w
2mp | MPA o MP lakiig M
% |APRPR o mmP o |APRUE

X132
2ms Nﬁl@ 0 X132
2fs RIAD o W3
2mp | WA o0 NI
2fp | MIRIAN

BBH 18.10
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2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

BBH 18.11

Qal Imperative

Weak Verbs: Irregular and Doubly Weak

101 (to give) MR? (to take)

R o 18 PR O NP
IR o "0 meh o TR
"AR O 110 MpR  « lar
AR o T mnpn o TR
'[‘?a (to walk) 171 (to be)

IR 0 77 »an o ma
W o Y "R

VA o D7 PAR O 17
1o RER 23N

ﬂ?ij (to go up) 101 (to extend)
a9Yn o N9y nicl e ajok
YR o %Y R o "0l
VYR o %Y WA o 03
wYn o %y | aEn ol
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Qal Imperative
Easily Confused Forms

Some forms of the Imperative are easily confused with other

verb and noun forms. Five sets of the most commonly

confused words are listed below. In some instances,

1. 730
7303

2. 1An3
1303

3. M

4. N3
13
12
5. 19V
1Y

BBH 18.12

the different words are identical in form.

Qal Perfect 3fs from 2N3 meaning “she wrote”

Qal Imperative 2ms from 203 (with the 7_ ending)
meaning “(you) write!”

Qal Perfect 3cp from 2N3 meaning “they wrote”

Qal Imperative 2mp from 23 meaning “(you) write!”

Qal Imperative 2fs from 1112 meaning “(you) build!”

Masculine singular noun j2 with 1cs pronominal
suffix meaning “my son”

Qal Perfect 3cp from 1112 meaning “they built”

Preposition 2 with 1cp pronominal suffix meaning
“against us”

Qal Imperative 2mp from 1112 meaning “(you) build!”

Qal Perfect 3cp from 3537 meaning “they went up”

Qal Imperative 2mp from 717¥ meaning “(you) go
up!//
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Qal Cohortative

Introduction

The Cohortative is used to express a wish, request, or
command in the first person. The unaugmented form of the
Cohortative is the same as the Imperfect 1cs and 1cp. What

identifies the volitional use of the first person Imperfect is
the position of the Imperfect verb in its clause. When the (non-
consecutive) Imperfect 1cs or 1cp verb is first in its clause, it
is Cohortative. When the Imperfect 1cs or 1cp verb is not
first in its clause, it is not Cohortative but the regular
Imperfect. When translating, use the key words
“let” or “may.”

137:‘73: QIR Tyl

Let us make man in our 1mage (Gen 1:26).

Y1 MY 127K 9D
Everything that Yahweh has spoken we will do (Exod 19:8).

JIRY~722 72YN
Let me pass through all of your flocks (Gen 30:32).

72772 T2YR™3
For [ will pass through your ‘midst (Amos 5:17).

83
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Qal Cohortative
The 11_ Ending

Approximately 65% of the time, the Cohortative appears
with an i1_ ending, as in H?DPN (may I kill) or H?U i?d (let us
kill). With the addition of this ending, note that the stem
vowel reduces to Vocal Shewa. It may be helpful to think of
this ending as a diagnostic indicator of the Cohortative.

ANTIA 7Y
May I observe your law (Ps 119:44).

N2 an2l

Let us make (cut) a covenant (Gen 26:28).

1107 7271
Let us go to Dothan (Gen 37:17).

D2y 7782 77K
May I dwell in your tent forever (Ps 61:5 [4]).
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Qal Cohortative

Negation

Cohortative verbs are negated with 7.
This construction expresses a negative wish or a milder

form of prohibition than that expressed by X? plus the
Imperfect. The particle X1 is sometimes attached to oK
with Maqqef (N;'5}3). In most instances, you do not need

to translate the particle XJ. Remember that
Imperative verbs are not negated.

772N RI7OK
Do not let us perish.
(Jonah 1:14)
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Qal Jussive

Introduction

The Jussive is used to express a wish, request, or
command in the third person. In general, the form of the
Jussive is the same as the Imperfect. What identifies the

volitional use of the third person Imperfect is the

position of the Imperfect verb in its clause. When the (non-
consecutive) Imperfect 3ms, 3fs, 3mp, or 3fp verb is first in
its clause, it is Jussive. When the Imperfect verb is not first
in its clause, it is not Jussive but the regular Imperfect.
When translating, use the key words “let” or “may.”

MMTNR 7707 X179
Let the kmg remember Yahweh (2 Sam 14:11).

DJW mblk ANy

Now he will remember their 1n1qu1ty (Jer 14:10).

T°1°21 O3 M7 UBY
May Yahweh ]udge between me and between you (Gen 16:5).

P7¥2 22R7UBY RIM)
And he will ]udge the world with r1ghteousness (Ps 9:9 [8]).

85
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Qal Jussive
“Short” Forms

Approximately 23% of the time, the spelling of the Jussive
3ms or 3fs is a “shortened” form of the Imperfect. These
shortened forms are most common in the III-/7 class of weak
verbs but they also occur in Biconsonantal and Hiphil verbs.

Perfect 3ms Imperfect 3ms Jussive (short) 3ms

112 hebuilt 1127 he will build 1;; let him build
'{WB he made 'lWSJ’ he will make ¥ let him make
-‘]737 he went up -‘]757" he will go up ]757’ let him go up
120 he (i) was 12017 he (it) willbe 7417 let him (it) be

A3 NPATNR 727
And let him build the house of Yahweh (Ezra 1:3).

"RY? M37TI27 RN
He will build a house for my name (2 Sam 7:13).
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Qal Jussive
“Short” Forms with Waw Consecutive

The short Imperfect form is the same form that occurs
when prefixed with the Waw Consecutive (325 and *7°Y).
It is important to remember that when prefi;<ed with the
Waw Consecutive, the short Imperfect form will not be
translated with a volitional nuance.

M2 02t 71 727

And Noah bullt an altar to Yahweh (Gen 8:20).
(1271 Qal Imperfect 3ms from /112 with Waw Conversive)

DOTPRT TR AW 7Y

And Moses Went up to the mountam of God (Ex 24:13).
]73_7 "1 Qal Imperfect 3ms from "‘2377 with Waw Conversive)
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Qal Jussive
Negation

Like the Cohortative, Jussive verbs are negated with ?X.
This construction expresses a negative wish or a milder

form of prohibition than that expressed by X? plus the
Imperfect. The particle X1 is sometimes attached to oK
with Maqqef (N;'bt_{). In most instances, you do not

need to translate the particle X]. Remember that
Imperative verbs are not negated.

7292 DR MTON)
Do not let your anger burn against your servant .
(Gen 44:18)
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs

Introduction

When a pronoun is the direct object of a verb, it is
commonly attached to the definite direct object marker
(ﬂl?jN W°). There is, however, another way of
indicating this grammatical construction. The object
pronoun may also be added directly to the verb as a
pronominal suffix (1 JﬁDW’)

ihigh Sntalivg
ihip Al

N 09y
bl

BBH 19.1

he will keep us

he will keep us

he judged you

he judged you
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Reviewing Type 1 Suffixes

In general, verbs use Type 1 pronominal suffixes
with an objective translation value.

Type 1 Type 1 Objective
Suffixes  Alternate Translation

Tcs . ’] me
2ms 7] you

2fs ] you
3ms ) chy him (it)
3fs il i her (it)
Tcp 1] us

2mp 0J you
2fp 12 you
3mp aby 0 them
3fp 1] I them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Suffixes Attached to the Qal Perfect 3ms

BBH 19.3

Ics
2ms
2fs
3ms
3fs
Icp
2mp
2fp

3mp

3

Qal Perfect 3ms ~ Translation
17UP  hekilled me
'['7U|7 he killed you
'|5U|7 he killed you
20p he killed him (it)
.'t’?UP he killed her (it)
WJEUP he killed us
0D7PP  hekilled you
13'7U|7 he killed you
DbUP he killed them
'[77U|7 he killed them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs

The Spelling of the Qal Perfect with Pronominal Suffixes

BBH 19.4

3ms

3fs
2ms
2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2fp

Icp

Qual Perfect Qual Perfect
without Suffixes  before Suffixes
0P 20p
70R naup
nyop  Noup
novp  °h9up
A70p  R7UP

120P 1207
DR70R

10707

170 hiplaly
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs

Understanding the Process of Adding
Suffixes to Qal Perfect Verbs

1L R
2. pyT
5. °nh]
4. 1120
5. WY

BBH 19.4

(ngxn) +

(A7) + 3

(320) + =

(fy7) + 1

[]

[]

1INEYn
ﬁm:J'_f':’
70y
2320

0uyYT

she (it) found us

you knew him

I gave her (it)

they surrounded me

we knew them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Nun-Suffixes with the Imperfect

In addition to Type 1 and Type 2 pronominal suffixes,
there are three additional suffixes that occur with some
frequency. These suffixes may be called Nun-suffixes
because of their distinctive spelling with Nun.

Type 1 Nun-
Suffix Suffix Example  Translation

<

he will capture you
3ms eh 13 ( 'IJ:D‘?’ he will capture him

3fs ! . /:‘ 13 ) .'f.j'(fbb’ he will capture her

T ..o

In the 2ms form (3 :), the 1 has been assimilated and
appears as Daghesh Forte in the consonant of the

pronominal suffix.
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs

BBH 19.7

The Spelling of the Qal Imperfect
with Pronominal Suffixes

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
Ics
3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp

Icp

Qal Imperfect Qal Imperfect
without Suffixes  before Suffixes
0P 20
20PN 20PN
20PN 20PN
el el
PR 20RK
oo TR
n170pn
20PN 20PN
n170pn
plolrh plolrh

88
L
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs

Understanding the Process of Adding
Suffixes to Qal Imperfect Verbs

4.

BBH 19.7

20R
lal4
L

IR

[]

el
TRw?
ikl

IR

he will kill him

he will observe you

he will send you

he will see her
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Adding Suffixes to the Qal Imperative

1. The Imperative 2ms form ‘7U|7 is spelled bUE (with
Qamets Hatuf) before a pronominal suffix.

WDW + 0 O DWDW (You) observe them!
UDW + ’; 0 ’JEDW (You) judge me!

2. The Imperative 2fs (’]?T:DP) and 2mp (’I‘?I:DP), both ending in
a vowel, do not change before a pronominal suffix.

NZ?DI‘\ + 0 O DTWDn (You) seize them!
WWW-f + ’; O .’31@17 (You) seek me!

3. Imperatives with a Pathach stem vowel (377_3'(?) lengthen the
Pathach to Qamets (U?Qt:lf) before a pronominal suffix.

377_3!27 + ’; O ’Jﬁpw (You) hear me!
583 + O ﬂ??}l (You) redeem her (it)!

T
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs
Parsing

When parsing verbs with pronominal suffixes, you must
first parse the verb and then identify the pronominal
suffix in the categories of person, gender, and number.

:[’DDJ Qal Perfect 1cs ]D; with 2ms suffix

13'((35’ Qal Imperfect 3ms 7377 with 3ms suffix
- p =
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs

on the Perfect

Summary of Pronominal Suffixes

The following chart presents the most frequently attested
spellings of pronominal suffixes on Perfect verbs. In this
chart, connecting vowels are included and suffixes are
placed in one of two categories: (1) those attached to
Perfect forms ending in a consonant; and (2) those

Ics

2ms

2fs

3ms

3fs
Icp
2mp

2fp
3mp

3fp

BBH 19.13

attached to Perfect forms ending in a vowel.

Suffixes after ~ Suffixes after ~ Objective
Consonant Vowel Translation
3101 3 me
1./7,/7 7 you
179, 7 you
M/ 1/ him (it)
a_/7 ] her (it)
1. /3 ih us
0J 0J you
— — you
o./0. 0 them
1. 1 them
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Pronominal Suffixes on Verbs

Summary of Pronominal Suffixes
on the Imperfect

The following chart presents the most frequently attested
spellings of pronominal suffixes on Imperfect verbs. In
this chart, connecting vowels are included.

Type 1 Suffixes  Nun-Suffixes Objective
with Imperfect  with Imperfect Translation

1cs 1 /%1 /7] ’J( me
2ms | /77,77 :|< you
2fs 7./ you
3ms hiWeh 3 him (it)
3fs n/n./a. 13 her (it)
Icp 1./1 3 us

2mp 0J you
2fp you
3mp o /0 them
3fp 1. them
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Introduction and Basic Form

The Hebrew Infinitive Construct is a verbal noun. It is not
inflected for person, gender, or number. There is, therefore,
only one form. The vowel pattern for this form is consistent
for all strong verbs and even for most weak verbs. Note that

the basic form of the Qal Infinitive Construct is identical to
the Qal Imperative 2ms (‘7'@?).

Qal Infinitive Construct
Strong Verb

0P

BBH 20.1-2 i 236



BBH 20.2

Qal Infinitive Construct
Comparison of Imperative and Infinitive Construct Forms

Strong

[-Gutt

I-X

[I-Gutt

1111

1Y

I1I-X

o Comstrue
ak; gkl
Ty Ty
plah lah
alyp! plik)
nov nov
vay  ynu
RP XP
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Qal Infinitive Construct
ITI-s7 Weak Verbs

The Infinitive Construct form of ITI-i] verbs ends in M.
Remember that Imperfect forms end in i1_ (except in
those forms with sufformatives) and Imperative
forms end in 7 _(2ms).

Summary of III-7 Verbal Endings

Ending Example Translation
Imperfect 0 HJ:’ he will build
Imperative 0 ) 0 33 you (2ms) build!
Infinitive N N3 to build, building
Construct
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Examples with ITII-7 Weak Verbs

With III-71 verbs, the Infinitive Construct ends in Y.
Either Vocal Shewa (or a reduced vowel with gutturals)

will appear under the first root consonant.

Verbal Infinitive
Root Construct Translation
il N2 tobuild, building
ﬂ;; ioh 33 to weep, weeping
H?S] N '| 77;7 to go up, going up
1-@3! ioh J;J to answer, answering
nt?y N 1 W§7 to do, doing
n::‘ ioh ’H to be, being
ﬂ?}j n1 8-1 to see, seeing

BBH 20.4
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Qal Infinitive Construct
The Spelling of I-1 Infinitive Constructs

With I-1 verbs, there are two possible forms of the
Infinitive Construct. The first form conforms to the strong
verb pattern. The second form drops the 1 in first root
position and adds I to the end of the verb.

Verbal Infinitive Alternate
Root Construct Form

with 1 with 1N
ik Yol nyo
ipl ipl ny3
yu] yv] nyo
Xt Xw1 NNy
gk w3
fah N1 nh

BBH 20.5
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Qal Infinitive Construct
The Spelling of I-? Infinitive Constructs

Most I-? verbs drop the ? in first root position and add N
(just like the alternate form of I-1 verbs).

Verbal Infinitive
Root Construct
17k naw
v w9
77 n7?
77 N7
Ty nyT
NX] NKX
120 gk,

BBH 20.6
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Qal Infinitive Construct
The Spelling of Biconsonantal Infinitive Constructs

The Infinitive Construct form of the Biconsonantal verb is
the lexical form. Note that the basic form of the Infinitive
Construct and the Imperative 2ms are identical in this
weak verb class.

Verbal Infinitive

Root Construct
W W
N N
X312 X132
7ak] 7ak]
[ [
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Parsing

The Infinitive Construct form is not inflected for person,
gender, or number. When parsing, therefore, only stem,
conjugation, and lexical form are required for
identification.

:n D Qal Infinitive Construct migio
WD N Qal Infinitive Construct AN
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Qal Infinitive Construct

The Infinitive Construct can take pronominal suffixes that
function as either the subject or object of the verbal idea. In

With Pronominal Suffixes

the chart below, note that the Qamets under

il
15U7
77207
1bm7
wbwv
u5w7
a:bm7
1:5&7
alplalr
707

BBH 20.9

the |7 is Qamets Hatuf.

Suffix  Suffix Suffix

PGN  As Subject As Object
lcs my killing killing me
2ms your killing  killing you
2fs your killing  killing you
3ms his killing killing him
3fs her killing killing her
lcp our killing killing us
2mp your killing  killing you
2fp your killing  killing you
3mp  theirkilling  killing them
3fp their killing  killing them
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BBH 20.10

Qal Infinitive Construct
With Prepositional Prefixes

The inseparable prepositions 3, 2 and 9 may be
prefixed to the Infinitive Construct with
a range of uses and translation values.

9917 alalvi

(in order) to remember when or while observing
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Qal Infinitive Construct
With Prepositional Prefixes and Pronominal Suffixes

Frequently, the Infinitive Construct will take both a prep-
ositional prefix and a pronominal suffix.

1vRY
when ile hez;rs

or
when he heard

Qal Infinitive Construct of .V?_JI? with
preposition 2 and 3ms pronominal suffix
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Negation

The negative particles X7 and ?X are not used to negate
the Infinitive Construct. Rather, it is negated with ’ﬂb: or
’ﬂb:‘? meaning “not” or “in order not.”

70p "N737

in order not to kill
or
not to kill
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Uses of the Infinitive Construct: (1) Purpose-Result

The Infinitive Construct may be used with ? to
express purpose, intention, or result. When used in this way,
the key words “to” or “in order to” may be used
in translation.

NiR7? @Y NY77 27 227 M 117K

- =T .o

710 010 TV YAv? DR

(But) Yahweh has not given to you a heart to know

or eyes to see or ears to hear until this day.
(Deut 29:3 [English 29:4]).
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Uses of the Infinitive Construct: (2) Inceptive

The Infinitive Construct prefixed with 5 may be used to
denote an action about to take place. This construction
frequently involves the use of 17 (to be). When used in
this way, the key words “about to” may be
used in translation.

11307 MWW ")

The gate was about to shut.

(Josh 2:5)
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Uses of the Infinitive Construct: (3) Verbal Noun

The Infinitive Construct may function like a
noun, often as the subject or object of the verbal
idea. It may or may not be prefixed with the
preposition’? when used in this way.

M2 NiTI7 23

It is good to praise Yahweh.
(Ps 92:2 [English 92:1])
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Uses of the Infinitive Construct: (4) Complementary

The Infinitive Construct may be used to explain, clarify, or
complement a preceding action or statement. It may or may
not be prefixed with the preposition 7. When used in
this way, you can translate the Infinitive Construct
with “by” plus the “-ing” form of the verb.

PITTR 277 T M nignTRS DY)

And you shall observe the commandments of
Yahweh your God by walking in his ways.
(Deut 8:6)
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Uses of the Infinitive Construct: (5) Temporal

When prefixed with the prepositions 2 or 3, the Infinitive
Construct may be used in a temporal clause. When used in
this way, the prepositions 2 and 3 are translated either
“when” or “while.” Frequently, in this construction, the
Infinitive Construct will also have a pronominal suffix.

RITT PINR2 ORI 12w2 0N

When (while) Israel dwelt in that land ...
(Gen 35:22)
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Qal Infinitive Construct
Two Important Facts

There are two important facts about the Infinitive
Construct that the student must understand. First, the
Infinitive Construct is not inflected for person, gender, or
number in order to indicate a verbal subject. Second, the
Infinitive Construct is a tenseless verbal form. Because of
these two facts, temporal value (i.e., past, present, or fu-
ture) and verbal subject (if any) must be taken from con-
text. In the following examples, the temporal modifiers
provide the Infinitive Construct with tense and the pro-
nominal suffixes provide the Infinitive Construct
with a verbal subject.

ElaER

and when he heard (past tense)

1YRW3 M

and when he hears (present tense)
or
and when he will hear (future tense)
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Qal Infinitive Absolute

Introduction and Basic Form

The Infinitive Absolute is also a verbal noun. Like the
Infinitive Construct, the Infinitive Absolute is not inflected
for person, gender, or number. This form is easy to
identify and varies little with weak verbal roots.

Infinitive Absolute
Strong Verb

270p

1. The Qamets — Holem Waw vowel pattern of the strong
verb also occurs in most weak verb types.

2. The Holem Waw stem vowel may be written
defectively as Holem (‘7'UE).

3. Unlike the Infinitive Construct, the Infinitive Absolute
does not occur with prepositional prefixes or
pronominal suffixes.
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Qal Infinitive Absolute

Weak Verb Forms
Qul Perfect Infinitive
3ms Absolute
I-Guttural 720 790
[-Guttural N2y ) mby
LR pah 290K
I-Guttural 2K 213
11-Guttural N3 N2
11T now mow
1LY YWY alaliz
TR N> X1X°
L) ok 2181
I v 17
Geminate miule 2720
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Qal Infinitive Absolute

With III-17 verbs, the Infinitive Absolute may
appear in one of two forms.

I11-77 Verbs

BBH 21.4.2

Verbal Root
Ty
e
N
a0

[

Infinitive Absolute
WY o 0V
Y o MY
XY o IR
0 o i
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Biconsonantal Verbs

With Biconsonantal verbs, the Infinitive Absolute
appears with a Holem Waw (or Holem)
stem vowel in each of the three classes.

Verbal Root Infinitive Absolute
X132 0 N12 o N2
o o Diw
032 0 ajly
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Parsing

The Infinitive Absolute is not inflected for person, gender
or number. When parsing you are required to identify
only stem, conjugation, lexical form, and verbal root.

?I ) 17 a Qal Infinitive Absolute -I? a
3“ A Qal Infinitive Absolute nan
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Uses of the Infinitive Absolute: (1) Emphatic

The Infinitive Absolute can precede or follow a Perfect or
Imperfect of the same root in order to emphasize the
verbal meaning.

nIAA Nin

you (2ms) will certainly die
(2 Kgs 1:16)

NN Bilah

[ have surely said (1 Sam 2:30)
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Uses of the Infinitive Absolute: (2) Imperatival

The Infinitive Absolute can stand by itself and
function as an Imperative.

naws oi>-nR iy

T - — A

Observe the Sabbath day!
(Deut 5:12)
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Uses of the Infinitive Absolute: (3) Contemporaneous

Two Infinitive Absolutes can be used together (side-by-side)
with a Perfect or Imperfect verb to express two verbal
actions occurring simultaneously.

298] 7197 T2

(literally)
and he walked, walking and eating

(idiomatically)

and he walked, eating as he went
(Judg 14:9)
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Qal Infinitive Absolute
Uses of the Infinitive Absolute: (4) Complementary

The Infinitive Absolute can complement the main verb of

a sentence and carry the temporal value of that main verb.

In this usage, the Infinitive will translate just like a Perfect
or Imperfect even though it is not an inflected form.

iRl wRihdaiby

All of the congregation shall stone him with stones.
(Num 15:35)
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Qal Participle

Introduction

The Hebrew participle is a verbal adjective. It shares
features in common with both verbs and adjectives.

As a verb, the Participle has stem (Qal) and voice (active
or passive) and expresses some type of verbal action such
as “running” or “studying.”

As an adjective, the Participle has gender (masculine or
feminine) and number (singular or plural) and is used like
an adjective: attributively (the weeping prophet),
predicatively (the prophet is weeping), or substantively (the
one who weeps).

When translating a Participle, begin by using the “-ing”
form of the verb as in “studying”
or “learning.”
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The active Participle inflects like an adjective, with both
gender and number. It is not inflected for person.
The inflectional endings of the Participle

Masculine

Feminine

Feminine

BBH 22.2

Qal Participle

Strong Verb Paradigm for the Qal Active Participle

are highlighted in red.
Singular Plural
P Dup

n’gg‘g’p mbp'p

707

264



Qal Participle

Diagnostics for the Qal Active Participle

The Holem in the first syllable of all forms is diagnostic of
the Qal active Participle. The Holem-Tsere vowel pattern
is distinctive of the masculine singular
Qal active Participle.

Qal Active Participle
Strong Verb

plolr

The diagnostic Holem may also be
written as Holem Waw.

il

100
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Qal Participle

Weak Verbs: Part 1

I-Guttural I-]

Singular Plural ~ Singular Plural
Masc TRV DOTRY 201 D791
Fen | NTAY  DITAY  NP91  Nivol
Fem TRV 11751

I- Geminate

Singular Plural ~ Singular Plural
Mesc WY D2 210 2°220
ren | DAY NI2Y®  N220 NI220
fen | MU 1330

BBH 22.4.1-3
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Qal Participle

Weak Verbs: Part 2

II-Guttural II-1/¥
Singular Plural ~ Singular Plural
Mesc M2 D2 VAW DOVRW
Fen D02 DIOM2 NYAY DIVAW
Fem | 117112 7hijali
ITI-N
Singular Plural
Mosc  NXR DR
Fen | NR¥M  NIREN
Fem | TIRYRM
BBH 22.4.1-3
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Qal Participle

Weak Verbs: Part 3

ITI-77 Biconsonantal
Singular Plural Singular Plural
Mase 712 D13 ap  oonp

Fem 142 M3 R DR

Fem HZJJ

BBH 22.4.4-5
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Qal Participle

Uses of the Qal Active Participle: (1) Attributive

In the attributive usage, the Participle modifies a noun. It
will follow the noun it modifies and agree in gender,
number, and definiteness.

PIX3 2077 0y

the people who dwell (who are dwelling) in the land
(Num 13:28)

7708 WR IOR M

Yahweh your God is a consuming fire
(Deut 4:24).
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Qal Participle

Uses of the Qal Active Participle: (2) Predicative

In the predicative usage, the Participle asserts something
about a noun. It will agree with the noun in gender and
number but not in definiteness. With regard to word order,
the Participle may either precede or follow the noun it
modifies.

W3 7y2 0

And the mountain was burning with fire.
(Deut 4:11)

22°72 20U PRI

And Samuel was lying down in (the) temple.
(1 Sam 3:3)
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Qal Participle

Uses of the Qal Active Participle: (3) Substantive

In the substantive usage, the Participle is used
independently as a noun, indicating the “one who”
performs a certain action. It may function as the subject or
object of a verb, take a definite article, appear in a
construct chain, or take a pronominal suffix or a
prepositional prefix.

R I T X

(and) the one who keeps Israel will not sleep
(Ps 121:4)
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Qal Participle

Qal Passive Participle: Strong Verb Paradigm

The passive Participle inflects like an adjective, with both
gender and number. It is not inflected for person.
The inflectional endings of the Participle are

highlighted in red.

Singular Plural

Masculine bWUE D"’?'IUP

Feminine | 71270 NI7M0PR

101

BBH 22.7 [ 272



Qal Participle

Diagnostics for the Qal Passive Participle

The diagnostic feature of the Qal passive Participle
is the Qamets-Shureq vowel pattern in the
masculine singular.

Qal Passive Participle
Strong Verb

2I0P

The diagnostic Shureq may be
written defectively as Qibbuts.

P

102

BBH 22.8.1 [ 273



Qal Participle

Passive Participle: Most Weak Verbs

In the following weak verb passive Participles (ms),
the strong verb vowel pattern is
preserved in every form.

ATY  abandoned M1ND  opened
X1IW  hated Y177 known
PIRY  asked Y01 planted
UMY slaughtered 1IN cursed

PIOK  eaten PIY? advised

BBH 22.8.3
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Qal Participle

Passive Participle Weak Verbs: I11-¢1

The forms of the III-7 passive Participle are quite unusual

at first glance. In every form, the consonant ® stands in the
place of the third root consonant. This is reminiscent of the

fact that III-17 verbs were originally III-°. This ? is

indicative of the I1I-17 class of weak verbs.
Knowing this will help in the reconstruction
of the lexical form of the verb.

Singular Plural

Masculine ’13; D”u:

Feminine HZWJJ ﬂ'l’ul
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Qal Participle

Three Uses of the Qal Passive Participle

Attributive Usage
The passive Participle follows the noun it modifies and
agrees in gender, number, and definiteness.

717 TIRT 99092 723N97 NP2

the covenant written in this book of the law (Deut 29:20)

Predicative Usage
The passive Participle either precedes or follows the noun
it modifies and agrees in gender and number but

not in definiteness.

02iy? M 7172
Blessed is Yahweh forever (Ps 89:53).

Substantive Usage
The passive Participle can be used independently as a
noun, indicating the “one who” exists in a described state.

1997 0°2177 NN
And they will fall among the slain ones (Isa 10:4).
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Qal Participle

Parsing

Like a verb, the Participle has stem and voice. Like an
adjective, it is inflected for gender and number. When
parsing you will be required to identify stem,
conjugation (with voice), gender,
number, and lexical form.

:W’ Qal active Participle ms :W:
?I M ;. Qal passive Participle ms -[ pe!
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Qal Participle

Participles with Prefixes and Suffixes

Because Participles can behave like nouns, they may take
the definite article, prepositional prefixes, or pronominal
suffixes. They may also be used in the
construct state.

113 7707

the one who walks in the field
(Participle ms prefixed with the definite article)

N2 "j_?;tl?"?

to those who keep his covenant
(Participle mp in the construct state
with preposition ?)

EDERIAT IR

[ am Yahweh who heals you
(Participle ms with 2ms pronominal suffix)
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Sentence Syntax
Normal Word Order in a Verbal Sentence

In Hebrew, normal word order for a verbal sentence is
verb (v) - subject (s) - object (0).

(0 S V
ghigaby aw‘m mblL)

(And) God remembered Noah.
(Gen 8:1)

S

mbn aledk abrm

(And) ]oseph dreamed a dream
(Gen 37:5)

bmwv-b:-bx -nzm mm

(And) Moses called to all Israel
(Deut 5:1)
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Hebrew Verb: Part 1

In the syntax of a verbal sentence, the verb is
normally at the beginning of the sentence.

QIXNTY WINTI2R R

(And) a new king arose over Egypt.
(Ex 1:8)

TV alpa} nwbx"mn: galgiek!

[ trustin the steadfast love of God forever and ever.
(Ps 52:10 [English 52:8])

WIN VY M? 1Y
Sing to Yahweh a new song.
(Ps 96:1)
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Verb: Part 2

In a verbal sentence, the verb may be preceded by an adverb of
time, an adverbial phrase, 71377 (behold), a temporal modifier

(71" or 1°17), an expression that provides context or

circumstantial information, an independent personal pronoun,
or a negative particle.

D PRA™70R M 217A™3 RV ANy

Now I know that Yahweh is greater
than all gods (Ex 18:11).

QIR MMIRT W 9N 07277 0

After these things, the word of Yahweh
came (was) to Abram (Gen 15:1).

2772 1°NI2R 1991 73

And behold, our fathers have fallen
by the sword (2 Chr 29:9).

MAD VIR D079 TR 0N T3 niaR )

When they were in the field, Cain rose up against
Abel his brother and he killed him (Gen 4:8).

D°312 N2710 °77Pin DOX)

And you will be to me a kingdom
of priests (Ex 19:6).
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Subject: Part 1

In the syntax of a verbal sentence, the verb is normally
followed immediately by its subject if one is specified.

TWRI™OR W0 nR

The serpent sald to the woman.
(Gen 3:4)

1’0 T772Y 71777920 U

The glory of the Lorp dwelt on Mount Sinai.
(Ex 24:16)

BBH 23.3 282



Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Subject: Part 2

In a verbal sentence, the verb may be preceded by its
subject for the purpose of emphasis, though there are
other reasons for this type of variation in syntax.

Y DY Ton M

The LORD w111 reign forever and ever.
(Ex 15:18)

QOTPRITOR A7V Nwm

And Moses went up to God.
(Ex 19:3)

I OV 10 XY 1)

And Noah found favor in the eyes of Yahweh.
(Gen 6:8)

BBH 23.3
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Object: Indirect Object

An indirect object is the person or thing that is indirectly
affected by the action of the verb. It is usually marked

with either the preposition’? (to, for) or "7§ (to, for) and
may either precede or follow the direct object (if any).

PARI™NR 027 M7 103703 RYT

[ know that the LORD has given to you the l:and.
(Josh 2:9)

2XWIT207OR AW RPN

(And) Moses called to all Israel
(Deut 5:1)
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Object: Direct Object

A direct object will frequently stand immediately after the
verb or its subject (if any). It may either precede or follow
an indirect object.

PRI NR) DA% DR 27778 X2

God Created the heavens and the earth
(Gen 1:1)

The verb may be preceded by a direct object for the
purpose of emphasis, though there are other reasons for
this syntax.

RA IR 717NN
The Lord your God you shall fear.

(Deut 10:20)
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Perfect

Perfect

A regular (unaugmented) Perfect verb is not normally
the first word in its clause.

N2 OMARTNR 7177 N2 RIA4 032

In that day 'Yahweh made (Cut) a covenant
with Abram (Gen 15:18).

YR NR) 270Wa DR 2°7°R X102 NPWRI2

In the begmmng, God created the heavens
and the earth (Gen 1:1).

Consecutive Perfect

The consecutive Perfect verb is
the first word in its clause.

And you Wlll love Yahweh your God (Deut 6:5).

Jaiahiahaichbly

e=T

And I will remember my covenant (Gen 9:15).
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Sentence Syntax
Syntax of the Imperfect

Imperfect

A regular (unaugmented) Imperfect verb is not normally
the first word in its clause.

) QY Tom
Yahweh will reign forever and ever (Exod 15:18).

Consecutive Imperfect

The consecutive Imperfect verb is
first in its clause.

1'1133 WSJ‘? 'NZ?N A7 1271
And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn (Gen 38:6).

Volitional Imperfect

The volitional Imperfects (Cohortative and Jussive) are
normally the first word in their clause.

umbx: DR Iyl

Let us make man in our 1mage (Gen 1:26).
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Sentence Syntax
Verbal Sequences with Volitional Verbs

1. Multiple Imperatives may occur in succession. Context will
usually indicate whether or not they are related
consequentially or sequentially.

TARTNR 12P7 7Y
Go up and bury your father (Gen 50:6).

2. An Imperative may be followed by a Perfect verb with Waw
Consecutive. In this construction, the Perfect verb may carry
the full force of the preceding Imperative.

PT2YTOR AR 77

Go and say to my servant (2 Sam 7:5)

3. An Imperative may be followed by an Imperfect or Cohortative, a
construction that will create a purpose or result clause. The

Imperfect will be marked with the conjunction ] and is
translated as “so that.”

NI QW 1127172W) ARYTITY

Go down there and buy grain for us from
there so that we might live (Gen 42:2).
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Sentence Syntax
Conditional Clauses in Hebrew

A conditional sentence consists of two clauses. The first
clause states the condition and is called the protasis (“if-
clause”). The second clause states the consequence of the
condition and is called the apodosis (“then-clause”). The

protasis will often begin with 2R (if) but it may also
begin with °3, 17 or WX followed by a Perfect,
Imperfect, or Participle.

P12 7R K
"RI7T) RY 27N 0N
778 X7 ny 2370 Ko ON)

Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, then I will go;
but if you will not go with me, (then) I will not go.”

(Judg 4:8)
Condition (Protasis) Consequence (Apodosis)
“if (BR) you will go” “then (}) I will go”
“but if (X)) you will not go” “(then) I will not go”
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Sentence Syntax
Additional Clause Types: Part 1

Causal Clause
A causal clause provides the reason or “cause” for an action or
situation expressed in a main clause. Causal clauses

often begin 73 or 'IWN

IR WiTR °3 PR DR
You will be holy because I am holy (Lev 19:2).

Purpose Clause
A purpose clause states the goal or purpose of another clause.

Purpose clauses often begin with '[57?3‘7 712V3, WWN ’ﬂ‘?l or

19. They can also begin with ] followed by an Imperative,
Cohortatlve or Jussive.

YIRTT?D 21979Y YI91TI2 oV 17Tyl

Let us make a name for ourselves lest we become scattered
over the face of all the earth (Gen 11:4).
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Sentence Syntax
Additional Clause Types: Part 2

Result Clause
A result clause states what happens as a consequence of
another clause. Result clauses often begin with a Waw
Consecutive verb or with 3 (so, that).

P71 1P ARTY N

And ]oab sa1d ”Let them arise!”
So they arose (2 Sam 2:14-15).

Concessive Clause
A concessive clause states something that does not cause or
prevent something, even though it would be expected to do so.
Concessive clauses are often marked with OX, O3, °2 04, ), °3,
or ?¥, all of which can be translated “although” or “even
though” in this construction.

Y7 RPRXD Mnoy X032 7787 03

Even though [ walk through the Valley of the shadow
of death, I will not fear evil (Ps 23:4).
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Sentence Syntax
Disjunctive Waw: Introduction

A conjunctive Waw is prefixed to a verb and links
clauses sequentially, temporally, logically, and
often consequentially.

A disjunctive Waw is prefixed to a non-verbal form
and is non-sequential, that is, it introduces some
kind of a break or interruption in the narrative. A
disjunctive Waw may be used in a number of
different ways. Four of the major uses are:
parenthetical, circumstantial, contrastive,
and introductory.
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Sentence Syntax
Disjunctive Waw: (1) Parenthetical Use

In this usage, a disjunctive clause interrupts the narrative
flow in order to provide some explanatory information that
is important for understanding the narrative.

01> vt °3 W X% am
alghin R abloh e
Now they did not know that Joseph was understanding

them because there was an interpreter between them.
(Gen 42:23)

The disjunctive Waw on the independent personal

pronoun (Q¢]11) introduces a parenthetical comment that

explains why Joseph’s brothers spoke openly with one
another.
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Sentence Syntax
Disjunctive Waw: (2) Circumstantial Use

In this usage, a disjunctive clause introduces or identifies
circumstantial information that relates to the main action of the
narrative. These disjunctive clauses are often helpful for
understanding or visualizing the action of the narrative.

IPOR?R NIWY? Ana7 X2 737 0902 )
N°22 OV M27 "WIRD WK TR

(And) one day, he went into the house to do his work and
none of the household servants were there in the house.

(Gen 39:11)

The disjunctive Waw on PR (7°X7) introduces a

circumstantial comment that is important by way of
setting up the attempted seduction of Joseph by
Potiphar’s wife.
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Sentence Syntax
Disjunctive Waw: (3) Contrastive Use

In this usage, a disjunctive Waw introduces a contrastive
idea and is often translated with “but.”

INMIRTORY 22770R M YU
nyY X9 innan- bm rv"vm

The Lorp looked favorably on Abel and his offering but on Cain
and his offering he did not look favorably (Gen 4:4b-5a).

The disjunctive Waw on ]’E'bN (m?'bm) contrasts the Lorp’s
response to the two men and their offerings.
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Sentence Syntax
Disjunctive Waw: (4) Introductory Use

In this usage, a disjunctive Waw may begin a new narrative
or introduce a new idea or theme within a narrative.

ﬂ‘f@?f& nem 9an Q1Y 70 W

TT= 3

QORI TWY N

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the creatures
that the Lorp God had made (Gen 3:1).

The disjunctive Waw on WD;U (WU;U'I) introduces the
temptation narrative of Adam and Eve.
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Sentence Syntax
Hebrew Adverbs

An adverb is a word that is used to modify, limit, or
qualify a verb, adjective, or another adverb. Adverbs are
generally divided into four categories: adverbs of time
(then, now), place (here, there), degree (very, extremely),
and manner (swiftly, gently).

—— Adverb of Time ——

IRR D98 RTD PRV A0y
Now I know that you fear God (Gen 22:12).

—— Adverb of Place —

T W DTXTNN DU D
And he placed there the man whom he had formed (Gen 2:8).

—— Adverb of Degree ——

MM=oR 700 Y
My eyes are continually on the Lorp (Ps 25:15).

—— Adverb of Manner

OXND YYIT O7°9R X2
And Joshua came upon them suddenly (Josh 10:9).
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Niphal Strong

Names of the Derived Stems

The six derived stems have names that are constructed
on the verbal root ?¥ B, inflecting each in its Perfect 3ms form.

Niphal ] oY 9.
Piel . il
Pual 0 2VD
Hiphil 0 P bk
Hophal ] oy 97
Hithpael N ‘75793'1.'(

BBH 24.1 298



Statistics for the Niphal Stem in the Hebrew Bible

BBH 24.1

Niphal Strong

Total Occurrences

In the Perfect

In the Imperfect

In the Imperative

In the Infinitive Construct
In the Infinitive Absolute

In the Participle

4,142
1,434
1,545
118
206
36

803
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Niphal Strong

The Ten Most Frequent Verbs in the Niphal Stem

BBH 24.1

(Q, Ni) to fight, do battle with (167x in the
Niphal)

(Ni) to swear, swear (take) an oath, adjure (154x
in the Niphal)

(Q) to find (out), reach, obtain, achieve; (Ni) be
found, be found sufficient (142x in the Niphal)

(Q) to see, perceive, understand; (Ni) appear,
become visible (101x in the Niphal)

(Q) to do, make, create, acquire, prepare, carry
out; (Ni) be done, be made (99x in the Niphal)

(Ni) to remain, be left over, survive (94x in the
Niphal)

(Ni) to prophesy, be in a state of prophetic
ecstasy (87x in the Niphal)

(Q) to give, put, set; (Ni) be given (83x in the
Niphal)

(Q) to gather (in), take in, take away; (Ni) be
gathered, be taken away (81x in the Niphal)

(Ni) to be left over, remain (81x in the Niphal)
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Niphal Strong

Meaning of the Niphal Stem

1. Passive

2. Reflexive

3. Reciprocal

BBH 24.2

VR
Niphal Perfect 3ms
He was heard

ialvp
Niphal Perfect 3ms
He heard himself

W3
Niphal Perfect 3cp
They heard one another
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Niphal Strong

Qal and Niphal Perfect: Form and Translation

ﬂ]7'(5|7 Qal Perfect 2ms
You killed

3]17@73 Niphal Perfect 2ms
You were killed
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BBH 24.2

Niphal Strong

Qal and Niphal Imperfect: Form and Translation

]7U|7ﬂ Qal Imperfect 2ms
You will kill

]7UEﬂ Niphal Imperfect 2ms
You will be killed
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BBH 24.3

Niphal Strong

The Nun of the Niphal: Perfect, Participle,
and Infinitive Absloute

In the Perfect, Participle, and one
form of the Infinitive Absolute, the
Nun of the Niphal is written.

Perfect 3ms bT_D |73
Participle ms ‘7'@ PJ

Infinitive Absolute ~ 210P1
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Niphal Strong

The Nun of the Niphal: Imperfect, Imperative,
and Infinitive Absolute

In the Imperfect, Imperative, and one
form of the Infinitive Absolute, the
Nun of the Niphal is assimilated and
represented as Dagheh Forte in the
first root consonant.

Imperfect 3ms bUE’
Imperative ms bUEﬂ

Infinitive Absolute rd “jr

BBH 24.3 305



3ms

3fs

2ms
2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2fp

Icp

BBH 24.4-5

Niphal Strong

Perfect

Niphal Perfect
Strong Verb

201

Qul Niphal — Translation
’71_9@ '71_9?; he was killed
ﬂ’?D i .'f?DPJ she was killed
N7DP  PYORI  youwere killed
N7V?  PP0PI  you were killed

NOP  P70RI  Iwaskilled
PP 17UPI  they werekilled
DN7LRP DR7VRI  you werekilled
I70R  IN7VRI  you were killed
W0R  MPDPI we were killed
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3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
Ics

3mp

3fp
2mp

2fp
Icp

BBH 24.6-7

Niphal Strong

Imperfect

Niphal Imperfect
Strong Verb

R

Qal Niphal ~ Translation

07 VP’ hewill bekilled
P0PR PUPR  she will bekilled
0PR PUPR you will be killed
"mpn "7U|7ﬂ you will be killed

OPR PUPR  Iwill be killed

W'?I:D i ﬂ'?U?’ they will be killed
1170Pn -c;’?p?n they will be killed
ﬁwpn WUPR you will be killed
7170PR MI7DPR you will be killed
0P1  PUP1  we will bekilled
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Niphal Strong

Imperative

Niphal Imperative
Strong Verb

ploich

Qal Niphal ~ Translation
oms | VP ORI bekilled!
2fs "?pp "7U|7.'f be killed!
2mp | 170R  12URT bekilled
2 | MAPDR TIPOPT bekilled!

T:—lF -
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BBH 24.10-12

Niphal Strong

Infinitive Construct and Infinitive Absolute

Niphal Infinitive
Construct

ploizh

Niphal Infinitive
Absolute

pallr
palelrdy
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BBH 24.13-14

Niphal Strong

Participle

Niphal Participle
Strong Verb

A

Qal Niphal — Translation
0P PURI beingkilled
N70P  NP0PI  beingkilled
DO9UR  DO7UP1  beingkilled
N2  NI2UPI  being killed

106
an
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Niphal Strong

The Participle Prefix in the Derived Stems

Stem Prefix Example
Niphal ] 77ITZ)|7J
Piel A 20Pn
Pual A 0P
Hiphil " 200
Hophal (u-class) 72 77p|7?3

(o-class) 72 5@?@
Hithpael nn i AR
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Niphal Strong

Summary of Niphal Strong Verb Diagnostics

Perfect Imperfect Imperative  Infinitive  Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

“op1 bR Yupn Gupn Ropl Bup!

palelrhy
“opl  BupY  tupn tupn Biopl Yupl
PR YURR O7URT PR N7RRs
nbop1  upn  ahupd 0°7uR
nupl YRR M7BRD nY70p]

NP0PI PURR
Vop1 1R
on?vRl  MI70Rn

ooooooooooo

170p1  MI0RN

TTTTT

107

BBH 24.15.3 0 312



Niphal Strong

Distinguishing Between the Niphal Imperfect and Imperative

1. ~?pgn
grdelry
) abpgn
12071

5. M370RT

il

BBH 24

Niphal Imperfect 2fs
You will be killed

Niphal Imperative fs
Be killed

Niphal Imperfect 2mp
You will be killed

Niphal Imperative mp
Be killed

Niphal Imperfect 2fp
You will be killed

Niphal Imperative fp
Be killed
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Niphal Strong

Forms with Identical Spelling in the Niphal Stem

1. H?U i?d  Niphal Perfect 3fs

or
Niphal Participle fs

2. bUEﬂ Niphal Imperative ms

or
Niphal Infinitive Construct
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BBH 24

Niphal Strong

Easily Confused Forms

‘7'(_9|73 Niphal Perfect 3ms
He was killed

‘7U|73 Qal Imperfect 1cp
We will kill

‘7@?3 Niphal Participle ms
being killed
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Niphal Weak

I11-X Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect  Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

RXDl  N¥@Y R¥DT O R¥mT 0 XDl N¥R

N¥R1  N¥mY Ng@A 0 R¥mRD RIERl O R¥R)

WD XERD XY D]
DRER1  R¥pRORERT D*R¥n]
XY oNYpn MINERD niRgn:

NRINI XA
WYRIWE
DOR¥RI IRLEN
RN IRXRN
ARINI TIRIAD
NX71

BBH 25.2-3 316



Niphal Weak

I11-77 Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect  Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

g:=E I <Y 1 TR~ S =
b 7137

VI SR 1 N5 R

M IR IR M M
w3 omIn um 0°33]
al b B sy ni1a;

™A1 TIEK
JJ::I;I 1127
oIl Arfan
%32l 1320
1 Aran

7121
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Niphal Weak

Diagnostic Endings for III-7 Verbs in All Stems

BBH 25.5.2

Conjugation Ending
Perfect (3ms) 18
Imperfect q.
Imperative (ms) 0
Infinitive Construct ok
Participle (ms) q.
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Niphal Weak

I-Guttural Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute
Ay Ay WD wwn 2w o
29TV
gyl AW awn o awg 2w A
TV AW awd Y7 N
PATYl  aryn 27T "1y
PAYI YD MIAYT NIy
AATYI 2R
1 EE R NN
DRITYI  MIATYR
[ PR
WY WD
mipih
BBH 25.6-7 319



Niphal Weak
The Nun of the Niphal in I-Guttural Verbs:
Perfect, Participle, and Infinitive Absolute

In the Perfect, Participle, and one form of the
Infinitive Absolute of I-Guttural verbs, the
Nun of the Niphal is written.

Perfect 3ms 3,1‘3.7 J
Participle ms mypTp

T .....

Infinitive Absolute 21 Tyl
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Niphal Weak
The Nun of the Niphal in I-Guttural Verbs:
Imperfect, Imperative, and the Two Infinitives

In the Imperfect, Imperative, Infinitive
Construct, and one form of the Infinitive
Absolute, the Nun of the Niphal is rejected by
the guttural in first root position resulting in
compensatory lengthening (Hireq to Tsere).

Imperfect 3ms J.Ty ’
Imperative ms mypTy
Infinitive Construct ~ 2TVi]

Infinitive Absolute 2 TYI7
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Niphal Weak

I-1 Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect  Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

e ST + L 'y B # R &+ A
ks

X1 by twm hwam Yk W

=R ST 1 AES I e *

n?81  %xn owmn akpk'é

Al > B o1 P T n7%]

e’ SIS )
e 3B P o
DR7XI  MI7%IN
lae S <o
N7R1 NI%%N

233
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Niphal Weak

Understanding the Daghesh Forte in
Niphal I-1 Verbs (7X¥2)

Forms with assimilated first root consonant

Perfect 3ms ri'S
Infinitive Absolute A
Participle ms '733

Forms with assimilated Nun of the Niphal

Imperfect 3ms 53;’
Imperative ms ’73;.‘:
Infinitive Construct bx;n
Infinitive Absolute bx;n
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Niphal Weak

I-> Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect  Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

n o7 SR 74 L 7y 76 by 293
mo72 S 7 L 7 by B 174 by ml7ah
TN 2w T =i
nawil  2vn 1w apulizal
nawll I MRl niavia

nah N

nli7a bR e 74
onawly madn
IV AN
1T 712870

T - T

BBH 25.10-11 324



Niphal Weak

Recognizing Niphal I-> Verbs in the
Perfect and Participle

Most of the verbs that we identify as I-°

were originally I-1.

Perfect 3ms mliZal
Participle ms ﬂgﬁl

In these forms, the Nun is the Nun of the
Niphal. The Holem Waw reflects the original
spelling of this verb class.
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Niphal Weak

Recognizing Niphal I-> Verbs in the Imperfect,
Imperative, and Infinitive Construct

Most of the verbs that we identify as I-°

were originally I-1.

Imperfect 3ms JW'IT’
Imperative ms :Wlﬂ

Infinitive Construct JWITI

The Waw with the Daghesh Forte (7) is

the original Waw with the assimilated
Nun of the Niphal stem. Note that
this is not a Shureq.
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Summary of Niphal Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Niphal Weak

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive

Infinitive Participle

Construct  Absolute

Stong| PRI DWPY  Yupn Yupn Yibpl  Dup:
palelrhy

[-Gutt | 2TV m)piy AYT 2V 217V Y1
29TV

M-} | XX RY¥® N¥DT ON¥AT O NIXPI O RXI

- | 732 1120 7127 niand 71321 1123
n°12] 13377

[ e ST LS+ ty IS &ty I 6 fy G &
Ak

I w1 Yy 75 by 7y mli7ak

BBH 25.13 327



BBH 26.1

Piel Strong

Statistics for the Piel Stem in the Hebrew Bible

Total Occurrences

In the Perfect

In the Imperfect

In the Imperative

In the Infinitive Construct
In the Infinitive Absolute

In the Participle

6,808
2,215
2,565
444
725
85

774
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Piel Strong

Ten Most Frequent Verbs in the Piel Stem

phk (Q) to speak; (Pi) speak to, with or about
(someone or something) (1,085x in the Piel)

X (Pi) to command, give an order, charge (487x in
the Piel)

abrdv (Q) to send, stretch out; (Pi) send, stretch out,
send away, expel, let go free (267x in the Piel)

772 (Q Pass Ptc) blessed, praised, adored; (Pi) bless,
praise (233x in the Piel)

WE; (Pi) to seek (to find or obtain), search for, look
for, discover, demand, require (222x in the Piel)

k) (Q) to (be) complete, be finished, be at an end,

come to an end; (Pi) complete, finish, bring to an
end (141x in the Piel)

02 (Q) to cover, conceal, hide; (Pi) cover (up),
conceal, clothe (132x in the Piel)

‘7‘?:‘ (Pi) to praise, sing “hallelujah” (113x in the Piel)

N??D (Q) to be full, fill (up); (Pi) fill, perform, carry out,
consecrate as priest (111x in the Piel)

naw (Pi) to minister, serve, attend to the service of
God (98x in the Piel)
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Piel Strong

Meaning of the Piel Stem

1. Intensive - verbal meaning is intensified

In the Qal, ﬁ;gf translates “he broke”
In the Piel, 92W translates “he smashed”

2. Factitive - makes an intransitive Qal verb transitive

In the Qal, W'_IE translates “he was holy” (intransitive)

In the Piel, W'_fP translates “he sanctified” (transitive)

3. Denominative - verbs that are derived from a noun are
often inflected in the Piel

The noun 7;:( translates “word”

In the (denominative) Piel, 7127 translates “he spoke”

4. Iterative - expresses the nuance of repeated action

In the Qal, 1‘?:‘ translates “he went, walked”
In the Piel, 7777 translates “he paced, walked around”
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Piel Strong

Perfect

Piel Perfect
Strong Verb

il
Qal Piel Translation

3ms ‘7I_DE VP he slaughtered
# | TUR  TYP  sheslaughtered
oms | P7DP  D7YP  youslaughtered
% | PVP  NPYP  youslaughtered
Ies | "RP0P  A7OP  Islaughtered

3p | T2VR A2YP they slaughtered
2mp |DN70P  DAYR  you slaughtered
2% | 170R  TATVP  you slaughtered
1p | MP0P  MPVP  we slaughtered
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3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
1cs

3mp

3fp
2mp

2fp
Icp

BBH 26.5-6

Piel Strong

Imperfect

Piel Imperfect
Strong Verb

9P

Qul Piel  Translation
R P0P>  he will slaughter
P0PR YRR she will slaughter
0PN YRR you will slaughter
0PN PP you will slaughter
J0PR  PUPR  Iwillslaughter
0P VP they will slaughter
7170PR  TI7DPN  they will slaughter
20PN PR you will slaughter
7170PR MI70PR  you will slaughter
0P1  PUP1  we will slaughter
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Piel Strong

Imperative

Piel Imperative
Strong Verb

9P

Piel Piel
Imperfect  Imperative  Translation

oms|  PORN VP (you) slaughter!
26 | 70PN "OR  (you) slaughter!
2mp| 1PVRR 120P  (you slaughter!
2 |MI78RR  TI70P  (you slaughter!

BBH 26.7-8 L 333



The Piel Infinitive Construct and Infinitive Absolute
are spelled the same.

BBH 26.9-10

Piel Strong

Infinitive Construct and Infinitive Absolute

Piel Infinitive
Construct

9P

Piel Infinitive
Absolute

il
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Piel Strong

Participle

Piel Participle
Strong Verb

ol

Qul Piel  Translation
ms 0P YRR slaughtering
f | DIOP  NYOPR  slaughtering
mp | D770P DO7UPR  slaughtering
f | DIPUR NIPVPR  slaughtering
BBH 26.11-12
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Piel Strong

The Participle Prefix in the Derived Stems

Stem Prefix Example
Niphal ] 77ITZ)|7J
Piel A plefria
Pual A 0P
Hiphil " 200
Hophal (u-class) 72 77p|7?3

(o-class) 72 5@?@
Hithpael nn i AR
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Piel Strong

Summary of Piel Strong Verb Diagnostics

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive  Infinitive  Participle
Construct Absolute

Mp P> R P i <[

IRl el el plelz Il

nPYp  dwen oup n7uRn

nPdp  Pvpn owp apicfra

nowp  OYupn mI7ER ni2upn
Nodp  PURN
POR 0R°
algiriclr il
LT Pl
1P0R  NI70RN
ol

BBH 26.13.3 337



Piel Strong

Daghesh Forte as a Diagnostic

All conjugations of the Piel, Pual, and Hithpael
have a Daghesh Forte in the second root consonant
of the strong verb.

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Participle
Construct

Piel 2P ol NP p upn
Pual Mp R 2upn

Hithpael | 79RD0 29RDY  20pDa 2¥pDa Dupnn
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Piel Weak

ITI-11/¥ Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

mew  mpw mRw mRw mRw o mawn

24 /A 1A 1 1A £ 4 /A v 4 /A 4 7

Ry mewn mpv nn7wn

MYy mewR v aRxkdie

MY Cmawn Moy ninown
ANYY YW
MY MNPY?
DANYW  MIN7YR
moY mewn
AW MY
nows

BBH 27.3 339



Piel Weak

I11-X Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect  Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

NN NZD NZ1 NZ1 NID  RIDND

: <2 :

NX1) N2 N2 N2 R¥n  R¥mD

YN N¥BDONED N

DREH  R¥DD D af it

NRY¥D  OREAN ﬂ;Ng?_ﬂ n‘mg@p
KAl R tel
ih¥ 1 ih¥ 74K
DORER NN
ORI RN
NRIR  TINIDD
XY

BBH 27.4 340



Piel Weak

I11-77 Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect  Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

e S > SO - S A > S v S >t
"o

LS > T - S e S S o
n7A A7 "7 73
Py A7an 193 D73
et ard niva

KA CI et
193 1)
on'ey  Aron
73 9D
WP AP
7

BBH 27.5 341



Piel Weak

Diagnostic Endings for III-7 Verbs in All Stems

BBH 27.5

Conjugation Ending
Perfect (3ms) 18
Imperfect q.
Imperative (ms) 0
Infinitive Construct ok
Participle (ms) q.
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Piel Weak

Geminate Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

o 290 290 pra b

o0 pih pih P91 o

A2 am 9o n77mn

pPon 9an 90m akrbhile

nYan  YIm mInd ny27m
nym 2708
iy B by
D770 M17700
0770 197an
Lreni by
2971

BBH 27.6 343



Piel Weak

I1-Guttural Verbs in the Piel Perfect

A guttural consonant (or 7) in the second root position rejects
the Daghesh Forte of the Piel stem, resulting in either virtual
doubling or compensatory lengthening.

Strong Verb - Piel Perfect 3ms

9P

[I-Guttural with Virtual Doubling
Hireq is retained with virtual doubling.

nya

[I-Guttural with Compensatory Lengthening
Tsere is the result of compensatory lengthening.

IR

BBH 27.7 344



Piel Weak

II-Guttural Verbs with Virtual Doubling

Perfect  Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

om - ony o o onl oman
onl ong o o onl omn
WO omA P et
MmNl omn QRnIn
plal NI ATy el B iy ighlalyhie

T o e —

PNl DMK
alRy 1N
allelis R ey
nRAm 80N
MRNI - AIANIA

alyhh

BBH 27.8-9 345



Piel Weak

II-Guttural Verbs with Compensatory Lengthening

Perfect  Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct  Absolute

173 172 173 173 72 13

72 13 173 173 72 113

1T R YR

2 TR W 0°273R

N2 | N3 m372n
P12 TN
P2 R
73 M0
272 AN
EER= Rl
RREE

BBH 27.10-11 346



Piel Weak

Summary of Piel Diagnostics: Strong and Weak

Perfect  Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Infinitive Participle
Construct Absolute

swong | Q0P QURY  GUR up  Yup  tupn

mn/y | MY mRw ndW nRw npv mRun

MR | ORED O ON¥DY O ON¥D  N¥D  N¥D NyHp
NEIdA

1 g S > S S kb S v S b Ye
n°23

Geminate| 2701 g Q3 Yqm Yha Yham

mGwt | OOl OO Ol oMl oM oMy

mGutt |02 7027 A2 N2 1720 1730

114
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BBH 28.1

Pual Strong

Statistics for the Pual Stem in the Hebrew Bible

Total Occurrences

In the Perfect

In the Imperfect

In the Imperative

In the Infinitive Construct
In the Infinitive Absolute

In the Participle

423

146

85

190
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Pual Strong

The Ten Most Frequent Verbs in the Pual Stem

TV

BBH 28.1

(Q) to devastate, ruin, deal violently with; (Pu) be
devastated (20x in the Pual)

(Q) to be afflicted with a skin disease; (Pu) be
struck with a skin disease (15x in the Pual)

(Q Pass Ptc) blessed, praised, adored; (Pi) bless,
praise; (Pu) be blessed (13x in the Pual)

(Pi) to praise, sing “hallelujah”; (Pu) be praised,
be praiseworthy (10x in the Pual)

(Q) to send, stretch out; (Pi) send, stretch out,
send away; (Pu) be sent away (10x in the Pual)

(Pi) to command, give an order; (Pu) be ordered,
receive a command (9x in the Pual)

(Q) to know, notice, be(come) acquainted with;
(Pu Ptc) acquaintance, confidant (8x in the Pual)

(Q) to be red; (Pu) be reddened, be dyed red (7x
in the Pual)

(Q) to found, establish; (Pi) found, appoint,
establish; (Pu) be founded (7x in the Pual)

(Q) to cover, conceal, hide; (Pi) cover (up),
conceal; (Pu) be covered (7x in the Pual)
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Pual Strong

Translating the Piel and Pual

1. Perfect VP Piel Perfect 3ms
He slaughtered

]7I_J|7 Pual Perfect 3ms
He was slaughtered

2. Imperfect 15U|?’ Piel Imperfect 3mp
They will slaughter

'|]7U|7" Pual Imperfect 3mp
They will be slaughtered

3. Participle D’bm??: Piel Participle mp
slaughtering

D"?UP?J Pual Participle mp
being slaughtered
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Pual Strong

Comparing the Diagnostics of the Piel and Pual

1. Perfect YV Piel Perfect 3ms
He slaughtered

5@? Pual Perfect 3ms
He was slaughtered

2. Imperfect '|]7D|?’ Piel Imperfect 3mp
They will slaughter

1]719[7" Pual Imperfect 3mp
They will be slaughtered

3. Participle D"‘?UED Piel Participle mp
slaughtering

D"bUPD Pual Participle mp
being slaughtered
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Pual Strong

Translating the Niphal and Pual

1. Perfect ]7I_D|73 Niphal Perfect 3ms
He was killed

]7I_J|7 Pual Perfect 3ms
He was slaughtered

2. Imperfect 15'(3? Niphal Imperfect 3mp
They will be killed

15UP’ Pual Imperfect 3mp
They will be slaughtered

3. Participle D’]WQPJ Niphal Participle mp
being killed

D"?UP?J Pual Participle mp
being slaughtered
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Pual Strong

Daghesh Forte as a Diagnostic

All conjugations of the Piel, Pual, and Hithpael
have a Daghesh Forte in the second root consonant
of the strong verb.

Perfect Imperfect Imperative Infinitive Participle
Construct

Piel 2P ol NP p upn
Pual Mp R 2upn

Hithpael | 29PN 2¥RDY  2WpDn 2upna  Dupmn

BBH 28 353



3ms

3fs

2ms
2fs
Ics
3cp
2mp
2fp

Icp

BBH 28.3-4

Pual Strong

Perfect

Pual Perfect
Strong Verb

0P

Piel Pual Translation

riolr 7713[7 he was slaughtered
720  T7YP  she was slaughtered
N7BP  P7YP  youwere slaughtered
VP N7YP  you were slaughtered
NOR  P7YP  Iwasslaughtered
120 120P  they were slaughtered
ON7¥R  ORFYP  you were slughtered
1N7UR  INPYP  you were slaughtered
WOR MR we were slaughtered
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3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs
lcs

3mp

3fp
2mp

2fp
Icp

BBH 28.5-6

Pual Strong

Imperfect

Pual Imperfect
Strong Verb

LAl

Piel Pual Translation

oY i 519[7’ he will be slaughtered
oY 21 ]719171'1 she will be slaughtered
20PN PYPR you will be slaughtered
PPN VPR you will be slaughtered
20PR  PUPR  Iwill be slaughtered
VR 12UP°  they will be slaughtered
7170PR  TI70PN they will be slaughtered
1PURPR 12UPP  you will be slaughtered
7170PR TI7YPR you will be slaughtered

0P YP1 e willbe slaughtered
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Pual Stro

Participle

ng

Strong Verb

Pual Participle

2P

Piel Pual Translation
ms | VPR PUPR  being slaughtered
| DNFVPR  NPYPR  being slaughtered
mp | DPPOPR  DOPYPR  being slaughtered
f | DI2UPR NI2YPR  being slaughtered
BBH 28.7-8
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Pual Strong

The Participle Prefix in the Derived Stems

Stem Prefix Example
Niphal ] 77ITZ)|7J
Piel A 20Pn
Pual A 0P
Hiphil " 200
Hophal (u-class) 72 77p|7?3

(o-class) 72 5@?@
Hithpael nn i AR

BBH 28.7-8 357



Pual Strong

Summary of Pual Strong Verb Diagnostics

Perfect Imperfect Participle

2P

g

s

20p
TR
n7ep
nowp
naup
120
DR7vR
107uR
170p

BBH 28.9

el
el
el
70PN
it
128
ghipieo
129pn
11700
2up3

118

L

el
n7uRn
aldclrle
ni%upn
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BBH 29.3

Pual Weak

I11-X Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms

Perfect  Imperfect  Participle
37 NI NE70
X7 NI N30
ghti NIDD ORIER
NRED NIDD  DORIOR
NRIN RERD DIRYDD
IIRER RIDR
NI NI
DOR¥D  IRERA
[R5 RIDN
URID 7IREAN

QEYeR
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BBH 29.4

Perfect

Imperfect

Pual Weak

I11-77 Verbs: Diagnostics and Paradigms
