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Preface

All praise is due to Allah, I testify that none has the right to be 
worshipped except Allah and that Muhammad &&&&&> is His slave and 
last Messenger sent to mankind.

Knowing Tawhid (Monotheism) and practising it is fundamental to all 
Muslims if we wish to rectify societies and enter paradise. It is therefore 
incumbent upon us to first know its meaning and benefits. These 
benefits regarding Tawhid are derived from the Qur’an, the Prophetic 
Sunnah in the understanding of the Companions. Quotations from 
the books of Sunni mainstream tafsir (exegesis) and from Shaykh Zayd 
b. Hadi al-Madhkali’s explanation of the book Tat-hir al-Vtiqad of the 
scholar Al-San’ani in Belief have been added. I have also included and 
slightly adapted two sections regarding those narrations where Tawhid 
is mentioned specifically by the Prophet )£)&&& and his Companions 
taken from Abu Yahyah Abbas with his permission.

All proceeds for this book will go to Markaz Mu’adh b. Jabal, Slough. 
I pray that this small effort is a proof for us and not against us on the 
Day of Judgement and a continuous charity. Amin. Indeed actions are 
in accordance with one’s intention and everyone will have what they 
intend.

Dr. Abdulilah Lahmami 
Madinah Nabawiyyah 

Saudi Arabia 
25 Rajab 1439/ 11th April 2018



Introduction

In order to understand Tawhid (Monotheism), we need to know the 
meaning of the article of faith so that we are sincere in everything we 
say and do. Allah has commanded that we should come to know that 
only He deserves to be worshipped:

ilii V ’S\

“And know that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah.”1

The article of faith ‘none has the right to be worshipped except Allah 
(uj» yj <jj *>')’ is the statement that every person must utter and believe in 
with understanding in order to accept Islam. It is the first pillar in Islam 
that necessitates sincerity in worship. This, according to the Qur’an, is 
the sole reason why the Jinn2 and Mankind were created, i.e. to worship 
Him alone without associating partners with Him.

JriV'-5
“And I did not create the Jinn and Mankind except to worship Me.”3

The Messengers were sent to call the people to this fundamental belief, 
that none should be worshipped with Allah as partners or intermediaries. 
Tawhid is what they called to:

v ^ j£&&&& u3
“And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad) but 
We inspired him (saying): none has the right to be worshipped but I 

(Allah), so worship Me (Alone and none else).”4

1 — Surah Muhammad: 19
2 — Jinn are created beings that cannot be seen and they too are commanded to 
worship Allah.
3 — Surah Adh-Dhariyat: 56
4 — Surah Al-Anbiya’: 25
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According to Muslims, the article of faith is the key to enter Paradise 
and upholding it will bring salvation from the Hell-Fire. Imam Ibn al- 
Qayyim (AH 1429:456) said, “The article of faith is a statement upon which 
the heavens and earth were established and it is upon which the creation 
originated. The article of faith that none has the right to be worshipped 
except Allah is the foundation of this path... saying it will save a person 
from the punishment of the grave. No one will enter paradise except due to 
it. If one does not hold on to this rope they will not be able to worship Him 
correctly. It is the statement of Islam and depending on the people’s belief, 
they will be either categorized as people of happiness or people of sadness.”

Knowing the meaning of the article of faith is one of the seven conditions 
of the article of faith which are required for it to be complete.1 The 
Prophet said, “Whoever dies and he knows that none has the
right to be worshipped except Allah, will enter paradise”2

The Prophet Muhammad explained the article of faith to mean
worshipping Allah alone (Tawhid) and to not associate partners (Shirk) 
with Allah. The Prophet Muhammad informed his Companion
Mu’adh b. Jabal when he sent him to Yemen, “You are going to 
some of the People of the Book.3 Call them to bear witness that none has 
the right to be worshipped but Allah (La ildha Ilia Allah), and that I am 
the Messenger of Allah (wa Anni Rasulullah).”4

In another wording, the Prophet Muhammad feji&sSfa explains the 
narration above, “You are going to a people from the People of the Book. 
Let the first thing that you call them to be the worship of Allah alone 
(Tawhid)” 5

1 — The seven conditions mentioned are: Knowledge, Certainty, Acceptance, 
Compliance, Truthfulness, Sincerity and Love. Hafidh al-Hakami (2007: 25) 
Majmu’ Rasd’il Hdfidh al-Hakami. Dar Ibn Khaldun, Alexandria.
2— Sahih Muslim (2005:1/34) no.43. Book of Faith, Chapter: Whoever meets Allah 
with true faith without doubt will enter paradise.
3 — The People of the Book are the Jews and the Christians.
4 — Sahih al-Bukh&ri (1993) no. 4347,1496. Sahih Muslim (2005) no. 27,130. Book 
of calling to the bearing of witness to the article of faith.
5 — Sahih al-Bukhdri, Book of Tawhid no. 8372
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Therefore, the Prophet Muhammad himself explained the
meaning of the article of faith 4La ilaha Ilia Allah’ that worship should 
be for Allah alone (Tawhid). The following verse shows that the article 
of faith was said by Prophet Ibrahim and that it means worship
belongs to Allah alone:

by^r'J. ^ 14^3
“And he (Ibrahim) made the statement (La ildha Ilia Allah) lasting 
among his offspring (True Monotheism), that they may turn back (i.e. 

to repent to Allah or receive admonition).”1

The Companion and cousin of Prophet Muhammad fe*&&&, Ibn Abbas 
and his Successors Mujahid and Qatadah explained the statement 

made by Prophet Ibrahim &&&£> in the above verse that it refers to the 
article of faith ‘La ilaha Ilia Allah’2 Some scholars have mentioned that 
there is consensus upon this.3 The relevance of this context shows that 
worship belongs to Allah alone.

To further show the context of the meaning of the article of faith, a 
prophetic tradition gives the story of the Byzantine emperor of the 
Eastern Roman Empire, Heraclius. While he was addressing one of the 
polytheists at the time (Abu Sufyan;who later became a Muslim) 
concerning the coming of Prophet Muhammad fefc&Sfc* and what his 
main call was, Heraclius said, “What does he order you to do?”

“I (Abu Sufyan ^^?;) said, ‘He tells us to worship Allah and Allah alone 
(Tawhid) and not to worship anything along with Him (Shirk), and to 
renounce all that our ancestors had said. He orders us to pray, to speak 
the truth, to be chaste and to keep good relations with our kith and kin...’”A

This clearly shows that even the Non-Muslims at the time of the Prophet 
Muhammad knew the meaning of the article of faith and the
context was to worship Allah alone without any partners. Many deviated 
groups do not know the correct meaning of the article of faith according 
to this context bearing in mind the foundation and context of Prophet

1 — Surah Zukhruf: 28
2 — Al-Suyuti (2000:13/199,200) in Al-Durr al-Manthurfi Tafsirbi al-Ma’thur.
3 — Qasim (AH1417:53) in Hashiyat Thalathat al-Usul.
4 — Sahih al-Bukhari (1993) no. 6
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Muhammad’s call. This context, however, is found mainly in
mainstream tafslr (exegesis) derived from the Qur’an and Prophetic 
narrations in the understanding of the Companions. Many misguided 
groups such as Ikhwan cil-Muslimin and Jama'at al-Tabligh, on the 
other hand, translate the article of faith literally as, “There is no God but 
Allah,” without mentioning the aspect of worship being for Him alone. 
It was not sufficient for the Prophets to just believe and say that Allah 
is the Lord, Creator, Planner and Owner but rather the Prophets called 
the people to worship Allah alone in all forms of worship such as prayer, 
sacrifice, supplications, reliance, fear, awe, hope, recitation of Qur’an, 
remembrance and so on from the actions of the heart, tongue and limbs.



Mainstream Scholars of Tafsir 

Regarding the Meaning of the Article of 

Faith - La ilaha Ilia Allah

The scholar of tafsir Imam al-Tabari, regarding the following verse:

iiii & y ‘S\ piii

“And know that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah.”1

Imam al-Tabari (2001:21/208) said, “Know, 0 Muhammad, no other 
worship is befitting or no one is deserving of this worship except Allah, the 
One who is the Creator of the creation, the Owner of everything” Here 
Imam al-Tabari mentioned the importance of worship in the meaning 
of Id ildh ilia Allah.

Furthermore, Imam al-Baghawi in his tafsir (1/55) mentioned a narration 
from the scholar of tafsir and Companion Abdullah b. ‘Abbas that 
he said:

‘Everywhere in the Qur’an where the command with worship is 
mentioned then the meaning is Tawhid/

Also, what the scholar of tafsir Al-Qurtubi [Jami’ Ahkam al-Qur’an 
20/199] mentioned from the Companion Abdullah b. ‘Abbas that 
he said regarding Surah Al-Kafirun: “There is nothing in the Qur’an 
which makes Iblees more angiy, because [this Surah] portrays Tawhid 
and being completely far away from Shirk.”

The scholar of mainstream tafsir, Siddiq Hasan Khan (d.AH1307) said in 
(1965:9/18), regarding the verse:

ilJi M ’J>\ pi-u

1 — Surah Muhammad: 19
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“And know that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah.”1

“This means, that if you come to know that the affairs of good are 
Tawhid (Monotheism) and obedience, and the affairs of evil are Shirk 
(to associate partners with Allah) and disobedience then therefore know 
that none has the right to be worshipped but Him.”

The thirteenth century (AH) scholar of tafsir, al-Shawkani (2005: 464) 
said regarding the article of faith that it means none has the right to be 
worshipped except Allah.

The scholar of mainstream tafsir, al-Shaykh Abdulrahman al-Sa’di 
(2002:928) said, “This knowledge that Allah commanded us with is the 
knowledge of affirming and worshipping of Allah alone (Tawhid). It is 
obligatory upon every Muslim and no one is excused whoever they may 
be. Rather, each person has a need for it. The way to know that none has 
the right to be worshipped but Him is as follows: firstly, to ponder upon 
the Names and Attributes of Allah and His actions which prove His 
Perfection. Secondly, to have knowledge that Allah is the sole Creator 
and Planner which entails that He alone deserves to be worshipped.”

The scholar of mainstream tafsir, al-Shaykh al-Shanqiti (AH1426b: 
4/505), said regarding the article of faith that it means, “The One who 
is worshipped on His own and that He has Beautiful Names” Shaykh al- 
Shanqiti (AH1426b: 4/505) also quoted other verses to explain the verse 
in Chapter Muhammad: 19. What is interesting is that all the verses that 
Shaykh al-Shanqiti quoted include the word 'worship’:

ii\ g\ Nvij iZ\ J Uii? iiJj

“And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community, nation) 
a Messenger (proclaiming): ‘Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid (or 

keep away from) Taghut (all false deities, etc).’”2

^ ijj i 4\ urrj y Jy-J O'.

“And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad 
but We inspired him (saying): La ildha ilia Ana (none has

1 — Surah Muhammad: 19
2 —Surah Al-Nahl:36
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the right to be worshipped but I (Allah)), so worship Me (Alone and
none else).”1

“And ask (O Muhammad those of Our Messengers whom We
sent before you: ‘Did We ever appoint aliha (gods) to be worshipped 

besides the Most Beneficent (Allah)’”2

yX y\ ajj v h .ifHj \_ijii rJLJ\ jj} yX Vj d v d dii Vi

“Allah bears witness that La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be 
worshipped but He), and the angels, and those having knowledge 
(also give this witness); (He is always) maintaining His creation in 
Justice. La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but 

He), the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.”3

This shows that Shaykh al-Shanqiti explained the article of faith to mean 
that worship belongs to Allah alone (Tawhid) using other verses.

1 — Surah Al-Anbiya’: 25
2 — Surah Al-Zukhruf: 45
3 — Surah Al-Imran: 18





The Meaning of the Article of Faith - La 

ilaha Ilia Allah - in the Arabic Language

Even in the Arabic language, the importance of the mainstream tafsir 
meaning is portrayed with regard to the article of faith. The article of 
faith has two parts to it, one negating and the other affirming;

1. v {Lei ilaha) None has the right to be worshipped

2. {Ilia Allah) except Allah.

This is further broken down by explaining that the Y in ‘«j» v ’ (La ilaha) 
is actually Y of negating which in Arabic grammar is called v’
which requires a subject (^0 followed by the predicate (^). The subject 
is already mentioned which is the in ‘«jj However, the predicate 
is not mentioned but it is understood to be ‘ ^ ^ (deserving of worship) 
because of the fact that this was the real call and context of all the 
Prophets and Messengers. For example, in the time of the last Messenger, 
Muhammad the pagans of Quraish already believed there was
a deity called Allah but the difference between them and the Muslims 
was that they did not worship Him alone. This grammatical feature is 
what the great Arabic grammarian Ibn Malik referred to in his lines of 
poetry of a thousand lines which he called Alfiyyah.

£. *\jJ\ 15] j^\ J,LU v'Ml J ^

It is well known in this section that the predicate is dropped,
When the intended meaning is apparent.1

One of the well-known scholars in the Arabic language from the fifth 
century, Ibn Faris in (AH1429:l/69) Mu’jam Maqdyyis al-Lugha, said the 
three letters of‘S refer to worship. The deity here is Allah because He 
is the One that is worshipped.

1 — Cited in Ibn ‘Aqil in Shark Alfiyyat Ibn Malik (AH1429:2/24-26), Dar al-Turath.



Tawhid! Tawhid! Tawhid! - 11

The scholar of mainstream tafslr Imam al-Tabari (AH1374:1/122- 
123), likewise said that 'j? refers to worship, quoting the Prophet’s 
Companion, Ibn ‘Abbas iand his successor Mujahid (may Allah be 
pleased with them). In challenging the polytheist, Allah mentioned that 
He was the One who created the heavens and the earth, therefore, He 
alone should be worshipped, not Muhammad, not Jesus and not the Sun 
or the moon:

“Say, 'Who provides for you from the heavens and the earth?’ Say,
'Allah.”’1

The polytheists believed in Allah as the Creator and Lord, however they 
did not want to let go of their other intermediaries that they had set up 
besides Allah in worship. They wanted to worship all the gods along 
with Allah. They said:

ilii tjjiJ lik oj llj-lj l4Jj yjr’

“Has he made the gods [only! one God? Indeed, this is a curious
thing.’’2

Even when Abu Jahl, the disbelieving uncle of the Prophet 
was about to die, the Prophet pleaded with him to say this
article of faith, however, his peers said to him "will you abandon the 
path of your forefather Abdul-Muttalib?”3 They were referring to the 
path of their forefathers, who had set up many idols for worship. It is 
clear from this story that the article of faith refers to worshipping only 
One deity and not to set up many deities that are called upon and relied 
on besides Allah. It was not enough to just believe that God exists alone 
as this did not make anyone a Muslim. However, what was required of 
the polytheists was to leave off all idols as intermediaries and partners 
set up along with the worship of Allah.

1 — Soorah Saba’: 24
2 — Soorah Sad: 25
3 — Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Tafsir (1993) no. 4772, Sahih Muslim (2005:1/33) no. 
24, Book of Faith.
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Al-Shaykh ‘Abdullatlf Al-Shaykh (AH1427:38,39) said, “It becomes clear 
that a literal translation in this instance (there is no God but Allah) is not 
correct as it gives the wrong message of the verse which is other than the 
reality of its meaning. Allah addresses all of mankind to worship Him 
alone while establishing that He is the One who sends rain from the sky 
and brings forth vegetation and sustenance from the ground ”

Therefore, it is important to translate the article of faith from Arabic 
correctly according to its context to affirm the correct meaning. As for 
the addition ‘right to be worshipped’ in the article of faith, this emphasis 
only Allah should be called upon and sought help from since there are 
many false gods that people set up as deities whom they worship but 
only Allah has the right to be worshipped alone according to the Qur’an 
and authentic Prophetic traditions.

!





Some Prophetic Narrations (Ahadlth) That 

Mention Tawhid

HADITH ONE
The hadlth of ‘Amr bin Abbsah when he became a Muslim at the 
time when the Messenger was sent, he said: “I used to think
while I was in the times of Jahiliyah (Pre-Islamic times) that the people 
were upon misguidance and that they were upon nothing while they 
used to worship their idols. I heard about a man in Makkah spreading 
some information, so I mounted my ride and went to him and at that 
time the Prophet was hiding as his people had made life hard for him. 
I adopted a friendly attitude (towards the people of Makkah and thus 
managed) to enter Makkah and go to him until I visited him in Makkah.

So I asked: ‘What are you?’

He replied: ‘I am a Prophet’.

I asked: And what is a Prophet’?

He said: ‘I am sent by Allah.’

I said: ‘What did He send you with?’

He said:

1

!

i» « » » i
4JJI aL^2j

‘He sent me to keep good ties of kinship, to break idols and to worship 
Allah alone (Tawhid) and not to associate anything with Him.'

So I asked: ‘Who is with you upon this?’

He replied: ‘ A free person and a slave.’

Amr bin Abbsah mentions, And with him on that day was Abu Bakr and 
Bilal from those who believed in him.’

So I said: * Indeed I follow you.*
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After the Prophet said:

• - »1 o ,aj JL>-^db ^*1

As for your father, if he affirmed Tawhid and if you fasted and gave 
charity on his behalf, then this would benefit him.”1

HADlTHTWO
From Jabir who said the Messenger of Allah said:

f-iSj-x pJ ^ J-&1 ^ ^\j

. Jj C. L_*^ JjJyJ CC-l—*Jl

“People from amongst the people of Tawhid will be punished in the 
fire (due to falling into certain sins without repenting and without 
Allah accepting that), until they become like charcoal, then mercy 
will reach them, they will come out and be left at the doors of Paradise. 
Then the people of Paradise will sprinkle water upon them, they will 
grow just like when seeds are carried off in the stream, then they will 

enter Paradise.”2

HADITH THREE
From Abu Huraira from the Prophet said: “There was a man
from the people before you, who did not do any good whatsoever except 
that he had Tawhid. So when death approached him, he said to his family: 

‘See to it that when I die, my body is burnt until there only remains ashes, 
then grind them, then scatter them on a windy day, scatter half of them 
on land and half of them in the sea. I swear by Allah, if Allah punishes 
me, he will punish me so much, the like of which no-one from the earth 
has been punished.’

So, when he died they did what he had said. Then Allah ordered the land 
to gather what it had, and ordered the sea to gather what it had in it, and 
there he was standing within Allah’s Grasp.

Allah - Ta’ala - said: ‘0 son of Adam! What made you do what you did?’

1— Silsilah Sahihah: 484/2
2— Silsilah Sahihah: 2451
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He answered: ‘Yes, my Lord, from being fearful of You’ - in another 
narration: ‘from being fearful of You and You know best.'

The Messenger mentions: 'Allah forgave him due to it, and the man had 
not done any good whatsoever except for that he had Tawhid.'”1

HADlTHFOUR
From Tariq bin Ashim al-Ashja'i from the Prophet who
said:

i J. *
aAM ajL-o-j <coj aIU aI)1 L»j y&j dll y*

“Whoever singles out Allah alone (Tawhid) and disbelieves in what is 
worshipped other than Allah then his wealth and blood is sanctified 

and his reckoning is with Allah.”2

HADlTH FIVE
From Ibn Umar, the son of Umar bin Al-Khattab who said: I heard 
the Messenger of Allah say:

i $
jLiaJ»J olSjJl *.UjI S*)L*taJl ^LSlj 4-Ul

“Islam has been built on five [pillars]: singling out Allah Alone 
(Tawhid), establishing the Prayers, paying the Zakat, Fasting in 

Ramadan and performing the Hajj ”

A man said: “Performing the Hajj then Fasting in Ramadan ” Ibn Umar 
said: “No, Fasting in Ramadan (was mentioned first) then performing the 
Hajj, this is how I heard it from the Messenger of Allah

HADlTH SIX
Al-As bin Wa’il took an oath in the days of ignorance - before Islam - 
that he would slaughter one hundred camels. His son Hisham bin al-As 
slaughtered fifty camels on behalf of his father. Umar asked the Prophet 

about this.

The Prophet said:

1 — Silsilah Sahihah: 3048
2 — Sa hi h Muslim
3 — Collected by Bukhari and Muslim
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AjcOj KS- C-J-i—

“As for your father, if he affirmed Tawhid and if you fasted and gave 
charity on his behalf, then this would benefit him”1

HADITH SEVEN
The Messenger said to some women:

0JJJC -Jb ^-SUp
#

olal?:: J-L_apIj

“You should make Tasbih (saying Siibfidncilldh), Tahlil (saying Ld 
ildlia Ilalcilldh) Taqdis (exalting Allah) and do not be negligent and 
forget Tawhid (and in a narration: mercy), and count them on your 

fingertips since they will be questioned and will respond ”2

1 — Silsilah Sahihah: 484
2 — This hadith is Hasan, narrated by Abu Dawud and other than him, Hakim 
and Dhahabi authenticated it and an-Nawawi and al-Asqalani graded it as Hasan 
as is mentioned in ‘Amali al-Adhkdt' (1/84) and it has supporting evidence on the 
authority of ‘Aisha which is Mawquf (the Isnad only goes back to the Companion), 
see 'Sahih Abu Dawud' (1345), Silsilah Da’ifah (1/83).



Some Companions That Mentioned 

Tawhid

NARRATION ONE
From al-Harith bin al-Harith al-Ghamdi who said: I asked my 
father: "Who are this group of people?" He replied: “They are a people 
who have gathered upon a person who has left their religion."

He said: So we got down, while the Messenger of Allah was calling the 
people to the Tawhid of Allah (The Most High) and to have faith in Him, 
but they rejected what he would say, harming him up until midday, the 
people went away from him. A woman came to him and her neck could 
be seen and she was crying, she was carrying a pot of water and a cloth, 
he took it from her, drank from it and performed ablution, then raised 
his head towards her and said: “0 young daughter! Cover your neck and 
do not fear for your father that he will be overcome or humiliated."

I asked: “Who is that?"

The people said: “This isZainab, the Messenger's daughter."1

NARRATION TWO 
From Abu Hurairah;

o' S13! \l\ olST. jJL-j 3^3 o' c5>y. J\ ^

Qjf.yfy ^UJaP '

JT 3 5-^1
4_j1p 4JJI - -i—

“When the Messenger of Allah wanted to slaughter for the Eid he would 
buy two large, horned, white in colour, castrated rams (male sheep).

1 — Collected by At-TabaranI in ‘Al-Mujam al-Kabir* 1/245/2 & Ibn Asakir in 
‘Tarikh ad-Damishq’ and he said: and this hadith is sahih. From ‘Jilbab al-Marata’ 
p.79 by Al-Albani.



Tawhid! Tawhid! Tawhid! -19

He slaughtered one on behalf of his nation, for the one who testified 
to the Tawhid of Allah and testified that the Messenger conveyed the 
religion. He slaughtered the other for Muhammad $%&&&* (himself) 

and on behalf of the family of Muhammad

NARRATION THREE
From Jabir in a very long Hadlth describing the Hajj of the Prophet

in it he mentions:

4-j crd Jj—
0 0

viEJ dj-hi J_a1j -L-3-jsIb J-ali co LiUp

N cvii-bJlj vlXJ (j| cviEJ dXJ dJyj-i N dJL-J cdJLJ (*—$!■)!

• dJ-) i-

“The Messenger of Allah was amongst us, and the Qur’an would 
descend upon him and he would know its explanation. Whatever 
he would do, we would do the same, then he raised his voice with 
Tawhid saying: 'Labbaykalldhumma labbaika, labbaika la sharika 
laka labbaika - innalhamda wan nVmata laka wal mulka - la sharika 
lak (Here I am O Allah at Your service, here I am at Your service, You 
have no partner, here I am at Your service, Verily all praise is for You, 
and every bounty is from You, and all dominion is Yours - You have

no partner.’

The people raised their voices with what the Messenger would say.”2

1 — Collected by Ibn Majah (3122) see ‘Inva al-GhaliV by al-Albani (1138)
2 — Collected in Sahib Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim



The Benefits of Believing in the Article of 

Faith - La ilaha Ilia Allah

1. A blessed life of piety leading to tranquility

tsrj&
“And made them stick to the word of piety (i.e. none has the right to be 

worshipped but Allah).”1

When those who disbelieve had put in their hearts pride and haughtiness 
of the time of ignorance, then Allah sent down His Sakinah (calmness 
and tranquillity) upon His Messenger and upon the believers, and made 
them adhere to the word of piety (i.e. none has the right to be worshipped 
but Allah), and they were well entitled to it and worthy of it. And Allah is 
the All-Knower of everything.

2. Firmness in this life and the Hereafter

chilli iyL \p, ^jJI Jill is

“Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm 
in this world, and in the Hereafter.”2

3. Salvation

Ibrahim bin Sa’d from his father, from his grandfather who
said that the Messenger said, “Shall I not inform you of a
supplication to say if a form of distress or trial from the worldly affairs 
befalls a person that if he says it a way out will be made for him? It is the 
same supplication that Prophet Jonah supplicated with:

i-JlLil & cJr J\ &oJl V 

uLa ilaha IllaAnta Subhanaka inni kuntu mina Dhalimin”

1 — Surah Al-Fath: 26
2 — Surah Ibrahim: 27
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“None has the right to be worshipped except You, Glorified are You 
above all that which they associate with You. Truly, I have been of the 

wrong-doers.” 1

Allah said referring to Prophet Jonah

V o' oLLUaJl Is'*\Jj 4_llp jJ_aJ ^ lij

jUJi ^ oU^Jj ii ^ J\ iJiSU4i iLj! Vi di

“And (remember) Jonah, when he went off in anger, and imagined 
that We do not have the ability over him! But he cried through the 
darkness (saying): None has the right to be worshipped but You, 
Glorified are You above all that which they associate with You. Truly, 

I have been of the wrong-doers.”2

4. A reason to gain sincerity

The Messenger used to say, "We have woken up upon the
natural inclination to Islam and the statement of sincerity, upon the 
way of our Prophet Muhammad %%&&&>, upon the path of our father 
(Prophet) Ibrahim who was an upright Muslim and he wasn’t of
the polytheists.”3

5. Gaining success

Rabi’a bin ‘Abbad ZfcL&Z who said that he saw the Messenger of Allah 
saying “0 Mankind say La ildha Ilia Allah (i.e. none has the 

right to be worshipped except Allah), you will be successful”4

1 — Mustadrak of al-Hakim (1/684), Silsilah al-Sahihah (1744)
2 — Surah Al-Anbiya’: 87-88
3 — Sahih al-Bukhari (25), Sahih Muslim (22)
4 — Musnad Ahmed (16167) Sahih Sirah alNabawi of Al-Albani (p.142,143).
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6. The most beloved statement to Allah

Samra bin Jundub said that the Messenger of Allah &*&£$$> said, 
“The most beloved statements to Allah are four; ‘Subhdna Allah (exalted 
is Allah), Alhamdulillah (All praise is due to Allah), La ildha Ilia Allah 
(None has the right to be worshipped except Allah), Allah Akbar (Allah is 
the Greatest)*,1 with whichever one you begin with.”2

7. The best form of remembering Allah

Jabir bin Abdullah tSk&s said I heard the Messenger 
say, “The best remembrance is La ildha Ilia Allah (None has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah) and the best form of supplication is 
Alhamdulillah (All praise is due to Allah)”3

8. One of the great reasons for the doors of paradise to be opened

Abu Hurayrah &£££ said that the Messenger of Allah }%&&& said, “No 
servant that says La ildha Ilia Allah (None has the right to be worshipped 
except Allah) sincerely from his heart except that the doors of paradise 
are opened for it until it reaches the Throne so long as one leaves off the 
major sins”4

9. It is from the highest form of faith

Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
“Faith is seventy-odd or sixty-odd branches of faith, the best of it is to say 
La ildha Ilia Allah (None has the right to be worshipped except Allah) and 
the lowest form is to remove a harmful object from the path and shyness is 
a branch of faith”5

1 — Which means, "High is Allah from imperfection, All praise is due to Allah, 
none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, Allah is the Greatest.”
2— Sahih Muslim 2137
3 — Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi (3383) lbn Majah (3800).
4 — Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi (3590).
5 — Sahih al-Bukhdri (9), Muslim (35).
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10. It is the best statement the Prophets have said

‘Amr b. Shu’ayb narrated from his father who related from his grandfather 
that the Prophet said, "The best supplication said on the

Day of ‘Arafat and the best statement I and the Prophets have said before 
me is Lei ildha Ilia Allah xvahdahu la sharika lah, lahul Mulk wa lahul 
Hamd wa huwa ala kulishayin Qadir(None has the right to be worshipped 
except Allah who has no partners, to Him belongs All Dominion and All 
Praise and He is able to do all things)” 1

11. It is a reason for Allah affirming your truthfulness

Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
“When the servant says: La ildha Ilia Allah, wa Alldhu Akbar (None has 
the right to be worshipped except Allah and Allah is the Greatest) Allah 
says: Myseivant has spoken the truth none has the right to be worshipped 
but Me and I am the Greatest”

"When the servant says: La ildha Ilia Allah, wahdah (None has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah and Allah is the Unique) Allah says: My 
servant has spoken the truth none has the right to be worshipped but Me 
and I am the Unique ”

“When the servant says: La ildha Ilia Allah, La sharika lah (None has the 
right to be worshipped except Allah who has no partners) Allah says: My 
servant has spoken the truth none has the right to be worshipped but Me 
and I have no partner”

“When the servant says: La ildha Ilia Allah, wa lahul Mulk wa lahul Hamd 
(None has the right to be worshipped except Allah and to Him belongs 
All Dominion and All Praise), Allah says: My servant has spoken the 
truth none has the right to be worshipped but Me and to me belongs All 
Dominion and to Me belongs All Praise”

12. It is a protection from the devil

Abu Hurayrah iftu&y narrated that the Messenger of Allah
said, “Whoever says: La ildha Ilia Allah wahdahu la sharika lah, lahul

1 — S.ahih Sunati al-Tirmidhi (3585)
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Mulk wa lahul Hamd wa huwa ala kuli shayin Qadir (None has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah who has no partners, to Him belongs All 
Dominion and All Praise and He is able to do all things) - one hundred 
times a day, it will be equal to freeing ten slaves, one hundred rewards will 
be written for him, one hundred sins will be wiped out for him and it will 
be a protection from the devil for that day until he reaches the evening 
and none will come on the Day of Judgement better than what he has come 
with except for a person who has done more than that”1

13. It protects one from hypocrisy

‘Utban b. Malik narrated that a man enquired, "Where is Malik b. 
Dukhayshin?” Some of them said, "Such is the hypocrite who doesn't love 
Allah and His Messenger” So the Messenger replied, "Do not
say that, don't you see that he says it (La ildha Ilia Allah - None has the 
right to be worshipped except Allah) seeking by it the face of Allah.''2

14. It will help the one who says it one day in his life

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said,
"Whoever says: La ildha Ilia Allah (None has the right to be worshipped 
except Allah), it will benefit him one day in his life whatever had befallen 
him before that day.''3

15. A great reason for sins being forgiven

Ali said that the Messenger of Allah said to me, "Shall
I not teach you some words if you say them, Allah will forgive you even if 
you are already forgiven? Say: La ildha Ilia Allah Al-Aliyu Al-Adhim, La 
ildha Ilia Allah Al-Hakim Al-Karlm, La ildha Ilia Allah Rabu Samawdti 
Sab' wa Rabid Arshil Athim, Alhamdulildhi Rabil 'Alamin (None has 
the right to be worshipped except Allah, The Highest, the Exalted, None 
has the right to be worshipped except Allah, The All-Wise, The Bounteous, 
None has the right to be worshipped except Allah, The Lord of the seven

1 — Similar wording is in Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi (3534), Sahih al-Targhib wa 
Tarhib (473) Hasan lighayrihi.
2— Sahih al-Bukhdri (425).
3 — Al-Tabarani in Mu’jam al-Awsat (3486), Al-Baihaqi in Shu’ab al Iman and in 
Silsilah al-Sahihah (1932)
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Heavens and the Lord of the glorious Throne, All Praise is due to Allah the 
Lord of all creation)."1

16. Sins will be forgiven as much as the foam of the sea

Abdullah b. ‘Amr narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
said, “There isn't anyone upon the earth that says, “La ilaha Ilia Allah 
wa Allah Akbar, wa la hawla \va la Quwata Ilia billah walhamdulillah 
(None has the right to be worshipped except Allah, The Greatest and there 
is no Movement nor Complete Power except that it Belongs to Allah and all 
praise is due to Allah) except that his sins will be expiated even if they were 
to reach the foam of the sea."2

17. It is the best preparation for the grave

From Ibn Shamasa who said, “We witnessed !Amr b. As at 
the point of death and he cried a lot and turned his face to the wall, his 
son said to him, ‘O my father did not the Prophet give you glad
tidings of such and such?’ Then he turned his face towards his son and 
said, 'Indeed the best preparation that we have is the testification that 
none has the right to be worshipped except Allah and that Muhammad 

is His Messenger.'"3

18. It is firmness for him in his grave

Bara’ b. Azib narrated that the Messenger %%&&& said, “When 
the believer is made to sit in his grave, he is brought forward then he 
testifies: La ildha Ilia Allah wa anna Muhammad Rasulullah (none has 
the right to be worshipped except Allah and that Muhammad fei&Sjfc* is 
the Messenger of Allah) that is the statement of Allah

^.JJl il)l vLS

‘Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm 
in this world, and in the Hereafter.”'4

1 — Sahib Sunan al-Tirmidhi (3504), Silsilah al-Sahihah (2621).
2 — Musnad Al-Imam Ahmed (6934) and in Sahih Al-Jdmi' (5632) 
3— Sahih Muslim (121).
4 — Surah Ibrahim: 271 Sahih al-Bukhari (1369).
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19. It will protect and shield the person from the fire

Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah }£&&$$* said,
“Take the words for protection as a shield from the fire, Say: Subhdna 
Allah, walhamdulillah wa La ilaha Ilia Allah wa Allah Akbar (High is 
Allah from imperfection, All Praise is due to Allah and None has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah and Allah is the Greatest)../’1

20. It will be a reason to be among the happiest on the Day of Judgement

Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah $£»&&& said, “The
happiest people concerning my intercession on the Day of Judgement will 
be those that say La ilaha Ilia Allah (None has the right to be worshipped 
except Allah) sincerely from their heart.”2

1 — Al-Nasai in Sunan al-Kubra (10682) Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak (1/725), Sahih. 
Al-JamV (3214)
2— Sahih al-Bukhari (99)
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The Three Categories of Tawhid

There are three categories to Tawhid in maintaining Allah’s Oneness:

1. Tawhid al-Rububiyyah - His Lordship

2. Tawhid Al-Uluhiyyah - His Worship

3. Tawhid al-Asma wa Sifat - The Names and Attributes of Allah

Shaykh Salih Al-Fawzan said “These categories are derived from the 
Qur’an directly"1 The Opening chapter of the Qur’an, for example, 
mentions the three categories of Tawhid:

1. This verse shows the Lordship of Allah - Tawhid al-Rububiyyah:

45 & jlUJi

“All the praises is due to Allah, the Lord of creation.”2

2. This verse shows the beautiful Names of Allah - Tawhid al-Asma wa 
Sifat:

“The Most Beneficent, The Most Merciful.”3

3. This verse shows that worship belongs to Allah alone - Tawhid Al- 
Uluhiyyah:

^J ilft

“You (Alone) we worship, and you (Alone) we ask for help (for each 
and everything).”

The Closing chapter of the Qur’an mentions the three categories of 
Tawhid:

1 — From Shaykh Salih Al-Fawzan's book DurQsMin al-Qur’an
2 — Surah Al-Fatihah: 2
3 — Surah Al-Fatihah: 3
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1. This verse shows the Lordship of Allah - Tawhid al-Rububiyyah:

4*. $
“Say, ‘I seek refuge in the Lord of mankind.’”1

2. This verse shows the beautiful Names of Allah - Tawhid al-Asma wa 
Sifat:

“The King of Mankind.”2

3. This verse shows that worship belongs to Allah alone - Tawhid Al- 
Uluhiyyah:

fil Jl
' 5

“The God of Mankind.”3

Furthermore, the scholar of Tafsir Shaykh al-Uthaimln mentioned
’that there is one verse in the Qur’an that mentions all three categories 
of Tawhid:

3 c4jSv^J ^kiij U415 uj oijuiJi i;
Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them - so 
worship Him and have patience for His worship. Do you know of any 

similarity to Him?”5

Analysing the above verse, we can see the following three categories of 
Tawhid:

1. “Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them” - 
Tawhid al-Rububiyyah - His Lordship

2. “So worship Him and have patience for His worship” Tawhid Al- 
Uluhiyyah - His Worship

1 — Surah An-Nas: 1
2 — Surah An-Nas: 2
3 — Surah An-Nas: 3
4 — This was mentioned to me by the Shaykh itiZO in a visit to Him in Unayzah 
in the year 1998. The sitting was in the Jami’ Mosque.
5 — Surah Maryam: 65
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3. “Do you know of any similitude to Him?” - Tawhid al-Asma wa Sifat 
- His Names and Attributes of Allah.
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The Seven Conditions of the Article of 

Faith - La ilaha Ilia Allah

1. Knowledge

ilii yi M jyiii

‘‘And know that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah.”*

2. Certainty

O^UaJl p> iiiiji pll ^

“Only those are the believers who have believed in Allah and His 
Messenger, and afterward doubt not but strive with their wealth and 

their lives for the Cause of Allah. Those! They are the truthful.”2

3. Sincerity

^jdl AiJ vl

“Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for Allah
only.”3

4. Truthfulness

plidj llil ^ jjSJ1 & iiJj

“And We indeed tested those who were before them. And Allah will 
certainly make (it) known (the truth of) those who are true, and will 
certainly make (it) known (the falsehood of) those who are liars, 

(although Allah knows all that before putting them to test).”-*

1 — Surah Muhammad: 19
2 — Surah Al-Hujurat: 15
3 — Surah Al-Zumar: 3
4 — Surah Al-Ankabut: 3
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5. Compliance
cP]3 Crr^ >*3 2-^' lP] <4^3 ^-4 o43

{• < i
aJjIp- 4_)lJ1

“And whosoever submits his face (himself) to Allah, while he is 
righteuous, then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold. And 

to Allah return all matters for decision.”1

6. Acceptance

4' iJir. dui Vj sJi Sf 131 4#

“Truly, when it was said to them: La ilaha illd-Alldh '(none has the 
right to be worshipped but Allah)/ they puffed themselves up with 
pride (i.e. denied it). And (they) said: Are we going to abandon our 

alilia (gods) for the sake of one possessed?'” 2

7. Love

<>i4'3 2-^ 4-4*5" UJ1 jji ^ ^llil j-aj

o'j 44- Jj sjJji j! oiLJi ij tj-Ub 4JJ1jjj J3 lii- jlai

<_^>t JjJL_4 4_Ul

“And of mankind are some who take (for worship) others besides 
Allah as rivals (to Allah). They love them as they love Allah. But those 
who believe, love Allah more (than anything else). If only, those who 
do wrong could see, when they will see the torment, that all power 

belongs to Allah and that Allah is Severe in punishment.”3

1 — Surah Luqman: 22
2 — Surah Al-Saffat: 35-36
3 — Surah Al-Baqarah: 165



Refuting The Incorrect Meaning of the 

Article of Faith - La ilaha Ilia Allah

Mainstream Sunni books of tafslr are clear in clarifying the contextual 
meaning regarding the article of faith to refer to worshipping Allah alone. 
However, non-mainstream books of tafsir and political activist such as 
Sayyid Qutb (d.AH1385) in his explanation regarding the article of faith 
from his tafslr (1412AH:2/1006) said, “La ildha ilia Allah (as Arabs used 
to understand) means: there is no ruler-ship except that it belongs to Allah 
and no legislation except that it is from Allah and no authority of anyone 
over anyone because authority all belongs to Allah”

This explanation from Sayyid Qutb does not mention the context of the 
article of faith as actually meaning worship of Allah alone. This clearly 
shows that Sayyid Qutb along with many political activists do not know 
the contextual meaning of the article of faith. They neither rectified 
societies for the better nor did they educate the people correctly. Sayyid 
Qutb’s political climate and struggle for power that he lived in while in 
Egypt in the 1950’s and 1960’s is not an excuse to leave off the call to the 
correct meaning of the article of faith.

Allah said in the best verse in the Qur’an, Ayat al-Kursi:

“Allah! La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped except 
He), the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that

exists.”1

As for the translator of the meaning of the Qur’an, Muhammad Asad, 
then he also did not clarify the mainstream tafslr meaning of the article 
of faith:

ill mi «ii m ’S\

1 — Surah Al-Baqarah: 255
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“And know that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah.”1

Asad Non-mainstream mu’tazili Allegorical interpretation: 
“Know, then, [O man,] that there is no deity save God.”

Even though Muhammad Asad has over five thousand footnotes, he 
did not mention the context of this verse to mean worship belonging 
to Allah alone, this is an important statement for Muslims to know. He 
sufficed with, “Know, then, [0 man,] that there is no deity save God”

Another mistranslation of the article of faith from the Shi’ite translation 
by Mir Ali (1988:225) describes the article of faith (Muhammad:19) to 
mean not only denial of the existence of false gods but also to believe 
in the absolute Unity of God and that this, according to him, is what the 
Prophet preached!

Mir Ali portrays Shi’ite beliefs: 
“So know thou that there is no god but God”

Then Mir Ali quotes from the Old Testament and New Testament to 
support his translation that this was the message of all the Prophets. This 
interpretation does not give the contextual main call of the Prophets 
mentioned in mainstream tafslr and that is to worship Allah alone. If 
Mir Ali means by the term ‘Unity of God’ that the creation is in unison 
with God then this would be in direct contradiction to the clear verses 
showing Allah is not like any of His creation such as:

'^41 <jLst

“There is nothing like unto Him and He is the Hearing, the Seeing.”2

It* ijisr ij pj

“Nor is there to Him any equivalent ”3

1 — Surah Muhammad: 19

2 — Surah Al-Shura: 11
3 — Surah Al-Ikhlas: 4
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The other Shi’ite translation by Shakir translated the article of faith as,

SHAKIR PORTRAYS SHI’ITE BELIEFS: 
“So know that there is no god but Allah."

Again, there is no mention of worship rightfully belonging to Allah alone. 
After going through the Shi’ite Tcifsir al-'Ayyashi and Tafsir al-Qummi 
regarding the meaning of the article of faith, there was no mention that 
it meant worshipping Allah alone.

Furthermore, the Qadyani translator Maulana Muhammad ‘All also 
did not translate the article of faith in accordance with the Prophetic 
explanation and translated it as:

Maulana Muhammad ‘AlI qAdyAnI translation: 
“So know that there is no god but Allah.”

The other Qadyani translator Sher ‘All similarly translated the article of 
faith without showing the importance of worship being for Allah alone:

Sher ‘AlI official QAdyAnI translation: 
“Know, therefore, that there is no god other than ALLAH.”

The four non-Muslim translators also did not translate the article of 
faith completely by using the addition ‘right to be worshipped’ as in 
Khan and al-Hilali. Each of these four non-Muslim translators (Arberry, 
Palmer, Sale and Rodwell) have chosen the literal translation of the 
article of faith:

Arberry (non-muslim):
“Know thou therefore that there is no god but God.”

PALMER (NON-MUSLIM):
“Know thou that there is no god but God.”

Sale (non-muslim):
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"Know, therefore, that there is no god but God.”

RODWELL (NON-MUSLIM):
"Know, then, that there is no god but God.”

Equally, Yusuf ‘All and Pickthall translated the verse (Surah Muhammad: 
19) incorrectly without the context of worship being for Allah alone:

Yusuf ‘AlI Followed Mu’tazili allegorical interpretation.- 
“Know, therefore, that there is no god but God”

Pickthall (convert to Islam):
“So know (0 Muhammad) that there is no God save Allah.”

The Sufi translation by Dr. Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri also did not 
emphasise worship being for Allah alone and merely translated the 
article of faith literally.

Dr. Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri m., BrelvI-Sufi
INTERPRETATION:

“Know then that there is no God except Allah”

In conclusion, the context of the article of faith in Sunni mainstream 
tafsir was only portrayed by Khan and al-Hilali since they mentioned 
the significance of worship being for Allah alone. Just to believe in the 
Lordship of Allah was not enough to be Muslim during the time of the 
Prophet $Zj4&'4jip>. Rather, the context of his call was to propagate the 
importance of worshipping Allah alone without any partners. Therefore, 
it is imperative on all Muslims to know the correct meaning of the article 
of faith and rely on those translations that adhere closely to the Sunni 
Mainstream meaning of it.



According to Muslims, the article of faith is the key to enter Paradise 
and upholding it will bring salvation from the Hell-Fire. Imam Ibn 

al-Qayyim (AH 1429:456) said, "The article of faith is 
a statement upon which the heavens and earth

were established and 
it is upon which the 
creation originated. 

The article of 
faith that none 

has the right to 
be worshipped 

except Allah is 
the foundation of 
this path... Saying 

it will save the person 
from the punishment of the grave. No one will enter paradise except 
due to it. If one does not hold on to this rope they will not be able to 
worship Him correctly. It is the statement of Islam and depending on 
the people's belief, they will be either categorized as people of 
happiness or people of sadness."

In order to understand TawhTd (Monotheism), 
we need to know the meaning of the article 
of faith so that we are sincere in everything 
we say and do. Allah has commanded that 
we should come to know that only He 
deserves to be worshipped.

Srf S.
Slf


