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Common Core State Standards: 
Vocabulary�

The standards expect that students will 
grow their vocabularies through a mix 
of conversations, direct instruction, 
and reading. The standards will help 
students determine word meanings, 
appreciate the nuances of words, and 
steadily expand their repertoire of 
words and phrases.�
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Joy Hakim  

TThe Story of US 



 Aristotle, one of the greatest 
minds ever to contemplate physical 
laws, was quite wrong in his views 
on falling bodies and had to be 
corrected by Galileo in the 
1590s . . . Even Newton, the 
greatest of all scientists, was wrong 
in his view of the nature of light . . .  
His masterpiece, the laws of motion 
and the theory of universal 
gravitation, had to be modified by 
Einstein in 1916 . . .  



 Only in mathematics is there 
no significant correction – only 
extension. Once the Greeks had 
developed the deductive method, 
they were correct in what they did, 
correct for all time. Euclid was 
incomplete and his work has been 
extended enormously, but it has not 
had to be corrected, His theorems 
are, every one of them, valid to this 
day.  

“On an average day in middle school, fully a 
third of my brain was obsessed with 
personal safety. I feared the block 10 
times more than any pop quiz.” 
      ~ Natisi Coates 



Motivation to Read and the 
Importance of Finding the “Just 

Right” Book: 

There are many resources�

A Handful  of Examples . . . �

Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass, an American Slave. Written 

by Himself. Boston: Anti-Slavery 
Office, 1845  



Sandra Cisneros, Eleven 

What they don’t understand about birthdays and what they never tell 
you is that when you’re eleven, you’re also ten, and nine, and eight, 
and seven, and six, and five, and four, and three, and two, and one. 
And when you wake up on your eleventh birthday you expect to feel 
eleven, but you don’t. You open your eyes and everything’s just like 
yesterday, only it’s today. And you don’t feel eleven at all. You feel 
like you’re still ten. And you are — underneath the year that makes 
you eleven. 

Like some days you might say something stupid, and that’s the part of 
you that’s still ten. Or maybe some days you might need to sit on 
your mama’s lap because you’re scared, and that’s the part of you 
that’s five. 



And maybe one day when you’re all grown up maybe you will need to 
cry like if you’re three, and that’s okay. That’s what I tell Mama when 
she’s sad and needs to cry. Maybe she’s feeling three. 

Because the way you grow old is kind of like an onion or like the rings 
inside a tree trunk or like my little wooden dolls that fit one inside the 
other, each year inside the next one. That’s how being eleven years 
old is. 

You don’t feel eleven. Not right away. It takes a few days, weeks even, 
sometimes even months before you say Eleven when they ask you. 
And you don’t feel smart eleven, not until you’re almost twelve. 
That’s the way it is. 



Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass, an American Slave. Written 

by Himself. Boston: Anti-Slavery 
Office, 1845  



Sharon Flake 
http://www.sharongflake.com/ 

Sandra Sisneros  
www.sandracisneros.com/  

Bluford Series ($1 per book)  
http://www.townsendpress.com/product/97.aspx 
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Flanigan, Hayes, Templeton,  

Bear, Invernizzi, & Johnston, 2011 

For specific  
selections, 
topics, themes: 



VVocabulary about the Vocabulary… 

General Academic =  

Tier II words   

“Mortar” words/phrases 

Domain-Specific Vocabulary =  

Tier III words  =  

“Brick” Words =  

“Disciplinary” Vocabulary 
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memnants 
The chipped or broken “M&M’s” at the bottom of the 

bag 

rovalert 
The system whereby one dog can quickly establish an 

entire neighborhood network of barking 



disconfect 
To sterilize the piece of candy you dropped on the 

floor by blowing on it, somehow assuming this will 
“remove” all the germs 



What percent of English vocabulary 
words are Latin or Greek derived?


• Approximately 70%

What percent of upper-level English 

vocabulary words (middle and high 
school, science, law, medicine) are 
Latin or Greek derived?


• Over 90%


Knowledge of the processes 
of word formation in English – 
how prefixes, suffixes, base 
words, and Greek and Latin 
word roots combine – is the 
engine that will generate your 
students’ learning about 
thousands of words (Templeton, 
2004).  



Grade 4: “Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek and Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., telegraph, 
photograph, autograph).” 



When you learn  
one word,  

you learn ten . . . 



When you learn  
one word,  

you learn ten . . . 
When you learn one 

root,  
you learn exponentially 

more words!! 

     interrupt 
     interruption 
     interruptible   
     interruptibility 
  uninterruptible 
  uninterruptibility 



     interrupt 
     interruption 
     interruptible   
     interruptibility 
  uninterruptible 
  uninterruptibility 

-rupt- 



rupt = “break” 

bankrupt 

rupture 

interrupt 

erupt 

disrupt 

iinspect 

-spect- =  “to look”�
in - �= “into”�
“to look into”�



iinspection 

the act or result (-ion) �
of looking (spect) �

into (in-)�
“the act or result of looking into”�



Greek Word Roots 

cyclist telegram asteroid 
motorcycle grammar asterisk 

recycle program aster 

tricycle diagram disaster 

unicycle anagram astrology 

bicycle astronomy 

encyclopedia astronomical 

inspect porter tractor 

spectator reporter retract 

suspect export traction 

perspective portfolio detract 

inspection transport subtract 

aspect support extract 

introspection seaport attraction 

Latin Word Roots 



SUFFIX SORT 
-cracy� -crat� -arch� -archy�

SUFFIX SORT 
-cracy� -crat� -arch� -archy�

autocracy� autocrat� monarch� monarchy�
democracy� democrat� oligarch� oligarchy�
plutocracy� plutocrat� matriarch� matriarchy�
aristocracy� aristocrat� patriarch� patriarchy�

bureaucracy� bureaucrat� anarchist(?)� anarchy�

technocracy� technocrat�









trox horridus 



trox horridus  

“horrid gnawer” 

Dermatophagoides 



Dermatophagoides = 

“eating skin” 

� TThe concept that the word represents, 
and the spelling of the word itself, work 
together to deepen students’ 
understanding.  



Beginning at Grade 4:  
“Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly… Use 
precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about 
or explain the topic” (p. 20) 





Effective Vocabulary Activities 

Word or Concept maps  
Venn diagrams 
4-Square Diagrams 
Webs 
Semantic feature analyses 
Antonym/Synonym Lines 
Concept Sorts 
Questions 
Vocab-O-Grams  
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Eukaryotic 

Has a nucleus (unlike 
prokaryotic cell) that 

holds genetic 
information 

Word comes 
from Greek: eu 
means “good” 

and karyon 
means “nut or 
kernal” – the 
nucleus is a 
“good nut”! 

Mitosis happens in 
this type of cell 

My body is 
made up of 
these cells 

VOCABULARY WEB 

tedious 

Tiresome by 
reason of length, 

slowness, or 
dullness 

boring 

monotonous  

After about four 
hours, the work 

had become 
tedious. 

exciting; 
exhilarating; 

thrilling 

adjective 

word 

definition 

synonym part of speech 

antonyms 

of the word 

shades of meaning 

sentence forms 

tediousness (noun) 
tediously (adverb) 



VENN DIAGRAM-GALAXIES 

Spiral Galaxy Elliptical Galaxy 

large, flat disk 
with a spiral 
structure 

rotates around 
the galactic 
center 

contains mostly 
young stars 

ellipsoidal  in 
shape 

no orderly rotation 
around the 
galactic center 

contains mostly 
older stars 

large  system of 
stars, gas, and 
dust 

galaxies may 
contain trillions of 
stars 

wide variety of 
shapes and sizes 

COMPARE/CONTRAST TABLE 

Spiral Galaxies FEATURE BEING 
CONTRASTED 

Elliptical Galaxies 

large, flat disk with a spiral 
structure 

SHAPE ellipsoidal  in shape 

rotates around the galactic 
center 

MOVEMENT 
no orderly rotation around 
the galactic center 

mostly young stars AGE OF STARS Mostly older stars 

FEATURES IN COMMON 

large  system of stars, gas, and dust 

galaxies may contain trillions of stars 

wide variety of shapes and sizes 



© 2010 Templeton, Bear, Invernizzi, & Johnston. Vocabulary Their Way. Pearson/Allyn & Bacon. 

“4-Square” 
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translucent 
visible opaque 

foggy 

murky 
clear 
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Grade 7 

c. Distinguish among the connotations 
(associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, 
respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending). 



cylinder     circle 
triangular prism   face 
vertex   symmetrical 



Would you store water in a bottle 
shaped like a cylinder or a 
circle?  

Would you rather play catch with 
a sphere or a triangular prism?  

Which would be more dangerous – 
being poked by the face of a box 
or the vertex of a box? 

Which one of these things 
might be symmetrical ? 
Why or why not ? 

A car? 
A water bottle? 
A tree? 



After the teacher reads aloud the first 
chapter of The Grapes of Wrath: 
p p
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Etymology (Word Histories) 

  What about the 
following months in the 

calendar? 
    September 

    October 
    November 
    December 



Janus = January 

Februa = February 

   Quintilis 

   Sextilis 



Quintilis 
(Julius Caesar: July!) 

Quintilis 
(Julius Caesar: July!) 

Sextilis 
(Caesar Augustus: August!) 



“Deep” Eymology 
here… 



Thank You !! 

Shane Templeton, Ph.D. 
College of Education/299 

University of Nevada, Reno 
Reno, NV   89557 

e-mail: wst@unr.edu 

Available Monday Evening at 
http://shanetempleton.com 


