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Reading Test 
60 MINUTES, 47 QUESTIONS 

Turn to Section 1 of your answer sheet to answer the questions in this section. 

■m;Jii•MtH

Each passage or pair of passages below is followed by a number of questions. After reading 
each passage or pair, choose the best answer to each question based on what is stated or 
implied in the passage or passages and in any accompanying graphics (such as a table or 
graph). 

Questions 1-9 are based on the following passage. 

This passage is adapted from Colum Mccann, Let the Great 

World Spin. ©2009 by Col um McCann. 

It is not fashionable anymore, I suppose, to have a 
regard for one's mother in the way my brother and I 
had then, in the mid-1950s, when the noise outside 

Line the window was mostly wind and sea chime. One 
5 looks for the chink in the armor, the leg of the piano 

stool shorter than the other, the sadness that would 
detach us from her, but the truth is we enjoyed each 
other, all three of us, and never so evidently as those 
Sundays when the rain fell gray over Dublin Bay and 

10 the squalls blew fresh against the windowpane. 
Our house in Sandymount looked out to the bay. 

We had a short driveway full of weeds, a square of 
lawn, a black ironwork fence. If we crossed the road 
we could stand on the curved seawall and look a 

75 good distance across the bay. A bunch of palm trees 
grew at the end of the road. They stood, smaller and 
more stunted than palms elsewhere, but exotic 
nonetheless, as if invited to come watch the Dublin 
rain. Corrigan sat on the wall, banging his heels 

20 and looking over the flat strand to the water. I should 
have known even then that the sea was written in 
him, that there would be some sort of leaving. 
The tide crept in and the water swelled at his feet. In 
the evenings he walked up the road past the Martello 

25 Tower to the abandoned public baths, where he 
balanced on top of the seawall, arms held wide. 

On weekend mornings we strolled with our 
mother, ankle-deep in the low tide, and looked back 
to see the row of houses, the coastline, and the little 
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30 scarves of smoke coming up from the chimneys. 
Two enormous red and white power station towers 
broke the horizon to the east, but the rest was a 
gentle curve, with gulls on the air, the mail boats out 
of Dun Laoghaire, the scud of clouds on the horizon. 

35 When the tide was out, the stretch of sand was 
corrugated and sometimes it was possible to walk a 
quarter-mile among isolated waterpools and bits of 
old refuse, log shaver shells, bedstead pipes. 

Dublin Bay was a slow heaving thing, like the city 
40 it horseshoed, but it could turn without warning. 

Every now and then the water smashed up against 
the wall in a storm. The sea, having arrived, stayed. 
Salt crusted the windows of our house. The knocker 
on the door was rusted red. 

45 When the weather blew foul, we sat on the 
stairs, Corrigan and I. Our father, a physicist, had 
left us years before. A check, postmarked in 
London, arrived through the letter box once a week. 
Never a note, just a check, drawn on a bank in 

50 Oxford. It spun in the air as it fell. We ran to bring it 
to our mother. She slipped the envelope under a 
flower pot on the kitchen windowsill and the next 
day it was gone. Nothing more was ever said. 

The only sign of our father was a wardrobe full of 
55 his old suits and trousers in our mother's bedroom. 

Corrigan drew the door open. In the darkness we sat 
with our backs against the rough wooden planks and 
slipped our feet in our father's shoes, let his sleeves 
touch our ears, felt the cold of his cuff buttons. Our 

60 mother found us one afternoon, dressed in his gray 

CONTINUE 



























































    

 
 

 

Answer Key 
Wednesday, Oct. 11, Test Form 

Reading 
Test 

SECTION 1 

1 C 
2 B 
3 A 
4 A 
5 C 
6 A 
7 B 
8 C 
9 B 

10 C 
11 D 
12 B 
13 D 
14 A 
15 C 
16 D 
17 B 
18 D 
19 D 
20 C 
21 A 
22 B 
23 D 
24 C 
25 A 
26 A 
27 A 
28 C 
29 A 
30 B 
31 C 
32 B 
33 C 
34 B 
35 B 
36 C 
37 D 
38 B 
39 A 
40 D 
41 B 
42 D 
43 D 
44 C 
45 C 
46 C 
47 D 

SECTION 2 

1 B 
2 A 
3 B 
4 C 
5 D 
6 A 
7 C 
8 A 
9 D 

10 D 
11 C 
12 B 
13 C 
14 C 
15 B 
16 A 
17 D 
18 A 
19 B 
20 C 
21 B 
22 C 
23 A 
24 A 
25 C 
26 B 
27 A 
28 C 
29 B 
30 C 
31 C 
32 D 
33 A 
34 D 
35 B 
36 C 
37 C 
38 D 
39 B 
40 D 
41 B 
42 D 
43 A 
44 B 

Writing and 
Language Test 

NOTE: For schools participating 
in the test administration study 
given in fall 2017, correct answers
will not be provided. 

Math Test –  
No Calculator 

Math Test – 
Calculator 

SECTION 3 

1 D 
2 B 
3 C 
4 B 
5 C 
6 A 
7 A 
8 B 
9 B 

10 D 
11 D 
12 A 
13 C 
14 1 
15 64 <= x <= 80 
16 
17 

9/2, 4.5
5/2, 2.5 

SECTION 4 
1 B 
2 C 
3 C 
4 C 
5 D 
6 B 
7 C 
8 A 
9 A 

10 C 
11 B 
12 B 
13 B 
14 C 
15 D 
16 B 
17 C 
18 B 
19 A 
20 D 
21 D 
22 C 
23 A 
24 B 
25 B 
26 C 
27 C 
28 15 
29 
30 
31 

5/2, 2.5
1/2, .5
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Saturday, Oct. 14, Test Form 

Reading 
Test 

SECTION 1 

1 D 
2 B 
3 A 
4 B 
5 D 
6 B 
7 A 
8 D 
9 C 

10 D 
11 C 
12 C 
13 B 
14 C 
15 B 
16 A 
17 C 
18 C 
19 D 
20 B 
21 D 
22 D 
23 C 
24 B 
25 B 
26 D 
27 A 
28 B 
29 D 
30 A 
31 D 
32 C 
33 B 
34 D 
35 A 
36 A 
37 C 
38 C 
39 D 
40 C 
41 D 
42 A 
43 B 
44 C 
45 A 
46 C 
47 B 

Writing and 
Language Test 

SECTION 2 

1 C 
2 A 
3 B 
4 A 
5 D 
6 D 
7 B 
8 B 
9 A 

10 D 
11 C 
12 B 
13 D 
14 B 
15 A 
16 C 
17 B 
18 D 
19 D 
20 A 
21 C 
22 C 
23 D 
24 A 
25 D 
26 C 
27 A 
28 B 
29 B 
30 C 
31 D 
32 C 
33 B 
34 B 
35 D 
36 B 
37 A 
38 D 
39 A 
40 C 
41 D 
42 C 
43 A 
44 B 

U = This question will not be scored. 

Math Test –  
No Calculator 

Math Test – 
Calculator 

SECTION 3 

1 C 
2 A 
3 C 
4 D 
5 U 
6 B 
7 C 
8 A 
9 A 

10 B 
11 C 
12 B 
13 D 
14 64 
15 22.4 
16 
17 

3/2, 1.5
121 

SECTION 4 
1 C 
2 B 
3 A 
4 B 
5 B 
6 C 
7 A 
8 C 
9 D 

10 A 
11 D 
12 C 
13 B 
14 C 
15 B 
16 D 
17 D 
18 A 
19 C 
20 C 
21 D 
22 B 
23 B 
24 A 
25 D 
26 A 
27 D 
28 20 
29 28 
30 4 
31 2.84 

11 



  

Answer Key (continued) 
Wednesday, Oct. 25, Test Form 

Writing and 
Language Test 

SECTION 2 

1 A 
2 D 
3 A 
4 C 
5 B 
6 B 
7 A 
8 D 
9 B 

10 C 
11 D 
12 C 
13 B 
14 D 
15 C 
16 C 
17 A 
18 B 
19 D 
20 C 
21 C 
22 C 
23 B 
24 C 
25 B 
26 A 
27 D 
28 C 
29 B 
30 C 
31 D 
32 D 
33 A 
34 B 
35 D 
36 B 
37 C 
38 D 
39 A 
40 C 
41 A 
42 B 
43 B 
44 A 

Reading 
Test 

SECTION 1 

1 B 
2 C 
3 A 
4 D 
5 C 
6 B 
7 A 
8 A 
9 B 

10 C 
11 D 
12 B 
13 C 
14 B 
15 D 
16 C 
17 B 
18 A 
19 A 
20 A 
21 D 
22 B 
23 A 
24 D 
25 D 
26 B 
27 C 
28 D 
29 D 
30 B 
31 C 
32 A 
33 A 
34 B 
35 C 
36 B 
37 D 
38 D 
39 C 
40 D 
41 A 
42 C 
43 D 
44 B 
45 C 
46 B 
47 A 

Math Test –  

No Calculator
 

SECTION 3 

1 C 
2 A 
3 B 
4 A 
5 C 
6 B 
7 A 
8 C 
9 B 

10 D 
11 D 
12 C 
13 B 
14 8 
15 60 
16 12 
17 11 

Math Test –
 
Calculator
 

SECTION 4 
1 A 
2 C 
3 D 
4 C 
5 D 
6 D 
7 B 
8 C 
9 C 

10 A 
11 A 
12 D 
13 A 
14 B 
15 D 
16 D 
17 D 
18 B 
19 C 
20 B 
21 C 
22 B 
23 A 
24 D 
25 A 
26 B 
27 B 
28 1320 
29 
30 

1/8, .125
33 

31 7/10, .7 
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Score Conversion
 
Wednesday, Oct. 11, Test Form Score  

Conversion 
Score conversions shows how raw scores are converted into 
test scores, cross-test scores, and subscores. 

IMPORTANT TO NOTE 
§ The section score for the Evidence-Based Reading and 


Writing section is calculated by adding the Reading 

Test score to the Writing and Language Test score and 

multiplying that figure by 10.
 

§ The section score for the Math section is calculated by 

multiplying the Math Test score by 20.
 

§ There is no advantage or disadvantage in taking 

either the Wednesday, Oct. 11, Saturday, Oct. 14, or 

Wednesday, Oct. 25, test form.
 

13 

Raw Score 
(# of correct

answers) 
Reading  

Test Score 

Writing and 
Language 
Test Score 

Math  
Test Score 

48 38 
47 38 38 
46 37 37.5 
45 36 37.5 
44 36 38 37 
43 35 38 36.5 
42 34 37 35.5 
41 34 37 34.5 
40 33 36 34 
39 33 35 33 
38 32 34 32 
37 31 34 31.5 
36 31 33 31 
35 30 32 30.5 
34 30 32 30 
33 29 31 29.5 
32 29 30 29 
31 28 30 28.5 
30 28 29 28 
29 27 29 27.5 
28 27 28 27 
27 26 28 26.5 
26 26 27 26 
25 25 27 25.5 
24 25 26 25 
23 24 26 24.5 
22 24 25 24 
21 23 24 23.5 
20 23 23 23 
19 22 23 22.5 
18 22 22 22 
17 21 21 21.5 
16 20 20 21 
15 20 19 20.5 
14 19 19 20 
13 18 18 19.5 
12 18 17 18.5 
11 17 16 18 
10 17 16 17.5 
9 16 15 16.5 
8 16 14 16 
7 15 14 15 
6 14 13 14 
5 13 12 13 
4 12 12 12 
3 11 11 11 
2 10 10 10 
1 9 9 9 
0 8 8 8 



  
   

  
   

 

Score Conversion (continued) 
Saturday, Oct. 14, Test Form Wednesday, Oct. 25, Test Form 

*Due to the unscored question (see page 11) on the Oct. 14

Test Form, the highest possible Raw Score for Math is 47.
 

Raw Score 
(# of correct

answers) 
Reading  

Test Score 

Writing and 
Language 
Test Score 

Math  
Test Score 

* 
47 38 38 
46 38 37.5 
45 37 37 
44 37 38 36.5 
43 36 38 35.5 
42 36 37 34.5 
41 35 37 33.5 
40 34 36 33 
39 34 36 32 
38 33 35 31.5 
37 32 34 31 
36 32 33 30.5 
35 31 32 30 
34 30 31 29.5 
33 29 31 29 
32 29 30 28.5 
31 28 30 28.5 
30 28 29 28 
29 27 28 27.5 
28 27 28 27 
27 26 27 26.5 
26 26 27 26.5 
25 25 26 26 
24 25 26 25.5 
23 24 25 25 
22 24 25 24.5 
21 23 24 24 
20 22 23 23.5 
19 22 23 23 
18 21 22 23 
17 21 21 22.5 
16 20 20 22 
15 19 20 21.5 
14 19 19 21 
13 18 18 20 
12 18 17 19.5 
11 17 16 19 
10 17 16 18 
9 16 15 17.5 
8 16 14 16.5 
7 15 14 15.5 
6 14 13 14.5 
5 13 12 13.5 
4 12 12 12.5 
3 11 11 11.5 
2 10 10 10 
1 9 9 9 
0 8 8 8 

Raw Score 
(# of correct

answers) 
Reading  

Test Score 

Writing and 
Language 
Test Score 

Math  
Test Score 

48 38 
47 38 37.5 
46 37 37 
45 37 36 
44 36 38 35 
43 36 37 34 
42 35 37 33 
41 34 36 32.5 
40 34 35 31.5 
39 33 34 31 
38 33 33 30.5 
37 32 33 30 
36 31 32 29.5 
35 31 31 29 
34 30 31 29 
33 29 30 28.5 
32 29 30 28 
31 28 29 27.5 
30 27 29 27 
29 27 28 26.5 
28 26 28 26.5 
27 26 27 26 
26 25 27 25.5 
25 25 26 25 
24 24 25 24.5 
23 23 25 24 
22 23 24 24 
21 22 23 23.5 
20 21 22 23 
19 21 21 22.5 
18 20 21 22 
17 20 20 21.5 
16 19 19 21 
15 19 18 20.5 
14 18 17 20 
13 18 17 19 
12 17 16 18.5 
11 17 15 18 
10 16 15 17 
9 16 14 16.5 
8 15 14 15.5 
7 14 13 14.5 
6 13 12 13.5 
5 12 12 12.5 
4 11 11 11.5 
3 11 10 10.5 
2 10 9 10 
1 9 9 9 
0 8 8 8 
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