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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1   Introduction

Textile Technology and Design is an applied science 
that deals with the construction, manufacturing and 
maintenance of textile articles made to meet individual, 
family and community diverse needs. This Form 1 to 4 
learning area focuses on the study of fibres and fabrics, 
construction of garments, crafts and soft furnishings. 
It provides learners with opportunity to be exposed to 
industrial production systems and the use of Information 
and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in designing 
textiles items. The syllabus seeks to develop knowledge 
in problem solving, design thinking, communication, 
technological, management, creativity and innovation, 
self-reliance and enterprising skills.

1.2   Rationale

Textile Technology and Design plays a vital role in the 
development of the diverse economy of Zimbabwe. The 
syllabus will enable learners to develop skills related 
to self-reliance, enterprising and sustainability in textile 
related aspects of the economy. It promotes an under-
standing of cultural diversity, moral and cultural values 
throughout human history. The needs of a society are 
therefore satisfied.

1.3   Summary of Content 

Textile Technology and Design covers theoretical and 
practical aspects in areas such as production, construc-
tion, manufacturing, use, storage and maintenance of 
textile items and equipment.The four year learning phase 
seeks to develop the following skills among others:

• critical thinking 
• problem solving
• creativity and innovation
• technological
• psychomotor
• communication
• interpersonal
• evaluation and analysis  
• decision making 
• management
•    enterprising
• multimedia

 

1.4  Assumptions

It is assumed that learners:

• are able to sew  irrespective of gender
• are familiar with various textile materials
• have knowledge about the use of equipment such 

as irons, sewing machines, needles and scissors
• have interfaced with knowledge on basic textile 

technology in primary school
• are aware of social and cultural implications of 

various textile products
 
1.5 Cross Cutting Issues

This course will help learners to develop an appreciation 
of:

• Gender sensitivity
• Sexuality, HIV/AIDS Education
• Heritage studies.
• Financial literacy
• Disaster risk management
• Human rights
• Children’s rights and responsibilities
• Environmental issues
• Guidance and counselling
• Collaboration

2.0 PRESENTATION OF 
SYLLABUS

The Textile Technology and Design syllabus is one 
document which covers Form 1 to 4.  Assessment is in 
the form of theory and practical activities. 

3.0 AIMS
The syllabus aims to help learners to:

3.1 develop and apply scientific knowledge of 
fibres and fabrics in relation to selection, use 
and care

3.2 demonstrate technological    and creative skills 
in designing, use of patterns, construction and 
maintenance of textile artefacts 

3.3 appreciate good workmanship and boost 
self-esteem in enterprising activities

3.4  initiate and create interest in constructing tex-
tile items in line with changing trends in textile 



Textile Technology and Design Syllabus Forms 1 - 4

2

technology
3.5 develop skills in self-reliance and positive 

attitude towards the learning area irrespective 
of gender and ability

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES
By the end of the learning period, learners should be 
able to:

4.1 experiment with textile fibres, yarns and fabrics
4.2 select, use and care for textile products
4.3 design and draft patterns
4.4 apply skills acquired to solve problems in 
            practical situations
4.5 apply managerial and organizational skills to 

efficient use of materials, time, money, labour 
and equipment

4.6 explain the efficient use of locally available 
resources in an income generating scheme

4.7 apply the knowledge and skills acquired in 
the course, in the construction of well finished 
articles, accessories and crafts

4.8 exercise consumer competencies 
4.9 explain and demonstrate the uses of various 

pieces of equipment including modern 
            technology
4.10 observe safety precautions in textile produc-

tion
4.11 apply first aid skills in attending to injuries in 

the workshop/laboratory 

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME 
ALLOCATION

5.1.1 Methodology

For effective implementation of this syllabus, it is neces-
sary that a participatory approach is used. The following 
are suggested participatory methods that may be used:

• Group discussion
• Experiments
• Educational tours
• Research/Investigation
• Role play
• Games
• Demonstration
• Projects
• Drama and Modelling

• Music
• Debate
• E-learning
• School on the shop floor
• Quiz
• Resource person(s)

The above suggested methods should be enhanced 
by the application of orthodidactic principles and multi-
sensory approaches to teaching. These include tactility, 
concreteness individualisation, self-activity, totality and 
wholeness. Teachers are encouraged to address the 
learner’s compensatory senses

5.1.2  Time Allocation

For the successful coverage of this syllabus, at least six 
periods, 35 to 40 minutes   per week should be allocated 
per class of not more than 20 learners

6.0 TOPICS

6.1       Grooming and Personal hygiene
6.2 Equipment and Safety
6.3 Fibres, Yarns and Fabrics
6.4 Textile design
6.5 Patterns
6.6 Construction processes
6.7 Embroidery and Soft Furnishings
6.8 Colour application
6.9 Care and maintenance of clothes and other 

textile products
6.10 Consumer education
6.11 Gender
6.12 Enterprising
6.13 Industrial textile and clothing production
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9.0   ASSESSMENT

9.1  ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Learners should be able to:

9.4.1 explain and demonstrate good grooming habits in relation to culture
9.4.2 identify, analyse and evaluate the various human needs and factors in situations involving the use of textiles 
9.4.3 recap, interpret, select and apply knowledge of topics covered in the syllabus
9.4.4 identify and justify priorities within a given situation and communicate ideas accurately and systematically
9.4.5 interpret written and diagrammatic instructions
9.4.6 demonstrate manipulative skills in machine and hand work
9.4.7 display their ability to work with speed and accuracy within the specified time
9.4.8 plan and organise an area of study for course work
9.4.9 carry out the planned study using appropriate materials, processes and skills
9.4.10 identify and explain the choice, use and care of textile products and equipment

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNER PERFORMANCE IN TEXTILE 
TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN 100%

Continuous Assessment                               
40%

Continuous Assessment                               
40%

Examination 60%

Final Mark 100%

Summative Assessment                
60%

Profile

Exit 
Profile

Practical 
10%

Project
20%

Theory
10%

Practical
30%

Theory
30%

The assessment of this syllabus comprises of continuous and summative assessment

9.2 SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT
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9.3 SPECIFICATION GRID

PAPER TYPE OF PAPER MARKS WEIGHTING DURATION
1 Theory 80 30% 2 hours
2 Practical Test 80 30% 2 1/2 hours
3 Continuous 

Assessment
40 40% 11 terms

Specification Grid for Continuous Assessment

COMPONENT SKILLS PRACTICAL TASKS WRITTEN TESTS
Skill 1
Knowledge
Comprehension

   40% 40%

Skill 2
Application
Analysis

   40% 40%

Skill 3
Synthesis
Evaluation

   20% 20%

Total
Weighting

  100%
   12%

100%
   8%

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (as in 
paragraph 3 above

COMPONENTS

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3
1 + +
2 + +
3 + + +
4 + +
5 + + +
6 + +
7 + + +
8 +
9 +
10 + + +
11 +

PAPER 1: THEORY

The paper is divided into two sections, A  and B. Section A is compulsory and will consist of short answers and/or 
structured questions based on processes used in the construction of a given garment. This section will be awarded 26 
marks. Section B consists of five structured questions. Candidates must answer THREE questions only. This section 
will be awarded 54 marks (18 marks per question).
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PAPER 2:  PRACTICAL TEST

This is a practical examination and the candidate is supplied with the following to carry out the test:

The question paper, an envelope with pattern pieces and a sketch of the garment on which the candidates will work 
in the examination. There will also be a piece of fabric and other notions which the candidate will use to carry out the 
examination

PAPER 3:  CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT

The continuous assessment will be based on the following components: theory tests, theory exercises, practical 
samples, garments or articles and practical tests. One practical project should be considered for continuous assess-
ment at each level.

For the purpose of thisassessment, teachersshould record marks for all work assessed each term and average them 
to get a termly mark. The termly averages will be summed up and further averagedat the end of the year in conjunc-
tion with the mark for the practical project to get a final mark for each level. The four yearly marks will in-turn feed into 
the final continuous assessment mark.

SUMMARY OF CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TABLE

LEVEL ASSESSMENT TASKS FREQUENCY WEIGHT %
1 Practical

Theory tests
Project

2 per3 terms
1 per term
1 per year

4

2 Practical
Theory tests
Project

2 per 3 terms
1 per term
1 per year

4

3 Practical
Theory tests
Project

2 per 3 terms
1 per term
1 per year

6

4 Practical
Project

1 per term
1 per year

6

NOTE:
The syllabus’ scheme of assessment is grounded in the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements, accommodations and 
modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessments to enable candidates with special needs 
to access assessments and receive accurate performance measurement of their ability.

APPENDIX 1:
FACILITIES, EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS FOR A CLASS OF 20 LEARNERS

1. FACILITIES
(i) Classroom 
(ii) Laboratory 
(iii) Library
(iv) Workshop
(v) Work places
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The workshop must be purpose-designed

2. EQUIPMENT

2.1 10 Cutting Tables 1,80m x 90cm
2.2 Sewing machines should have permanent positions and should be strong and steady:

• 10 electric sewing machines
• 10 manual sewing machines     
•  5 Industrial electric straight sewers
• 1 speed adjustable heavy duty machine
• 1 domestic and1 industrial over-locker machine (safety overlocked)
• 1 blind hemmer machine

 2.3  Pressing equipment

• 2 steamers
•  2 steam irons (light and heavy duty)
• 4 box/charcoal irons
•  4 gas irons
•  4 seam pressers
• 1 fusing presser (flat bed pressers)
• 4 light and heavy duty electric irons (automatic/heat controlled types)
• 4 adjustable ironing boards 
• 2 velvet ironing boards
• 2 sleeve boards

2.4    Cutting Equipmen

• 1 straight knife cutting machine
• 1cloth making drill
• 20 paitrs of shears and trimming scissors

2.5      Theory Classroom Equipment

• 20 drawing boards
• 1 overhead projector and screen
• 4ICT tools
• 3 calculators

2.6       Fitting Equipment and others

•  2 dress forms (adjustable types)
•  2 dress forms arms
•  1 full length mirror
•  20 tape measures
•  1 dress rail
•  2 storage cupboards
•  10 squares
•   curving rulers

 2.7 Consumable materials- paper
•  pencils
• unbleached calico
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• sewing and tacking thread
• tailor’s wax
• tailor’s chalk
• sellotape
• various types of fabrics
• dressmaker’s carbon paper (various colours)
• tracing wheels
• dressmaker’s pins
• masking tape






