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SOLOMON'S INTERNATIONA L 

TRADING NETWORI(S 

Solomon inherited a kingdom that was secure and extensive. 

His accession to the throne was not seriously challenged by 

others, but he nevertheless moved quickly and decisively 

against Adonijah, Abiathar, Joab, and Shimei (1 Kings 

2:13-46). In an effort to guarantee external security, Solomon 

married wives from many nations around Israel (1 Kings 

11:1-8), including the daughter of an Egyptian pharaoh 

(1 Kings 3:1; 9:16). This marriage undoubtedly paved the 

way for chariots to be imported from Egypt (1 Kings 10:29; 

2 Chron. 1:17; 9:28),226 just as his renewed control of Hamath 

(2 Chron. 8:3-4) made it possible to import horses from Kue/ 

Cilicia (1 Kings 10:28; 2 Chron. 1:16). 

Solomon also led Israel into a brief period of vast 

commercial expansion. The location, extent, and consolidation 

of his domain [map 62] meant that he was in control of 

the main trading arteries connecting Egypt, Asia, Arabia, 

and the Mediterranean [map 64], which brought lucrative 

benefits to his court (1 Kings 10:14-15; 2 Chron. 9:13-14). 

It is conceivable that Solomon's domination of those routes 

occasioned the visit from the queen of Sheba, who wished 

to gain trade access for her Arabian commodities into the 

Mediterranean world and beyond (1 Kings 10:1; 2 Chron. 

9:1). At the same time, he revived the alliance with Hiram 

of Tyre, providing for large quantities of cedar and cypress 

trees to be imported into Israel in exchange for certain staple 

commodities not found in abundance in Phoenicia (1 Kings 

5:10-11; 2 Chron. 2:15-16). 

Solomon's league with Hiram came at the dawn of 

Phoenician commercial and maritime expansionism into the 

Mediterranean world. Historical notices in the Bible seem 

to speak of two nautical partnerships between Hiram and 

Solomon: one joint merchant fleet on the Red Sea that sailed 

to the destination port of Ophir (1 Kings 9:26-28; 2 Chron. 

8:17-18; 9:10-11), and another one on the Mediterranean that 

sailed as far as Tarshish (1 Kings 10:22; 2 Chron. 9:21). The 

text indicates that the Red Sea operation, whatever its nature, 

focused almost exclusively on exploiting the gold resources 

of Ophir (located either in East Africa or on the Arabian 

peninsula), while the royal fleet on the Mediterranean would 

return from Tarshish with more varied cargoes. The biblical 

chroniclers indicate that voyages to Tarshish would return 

every three years (1 Kings 10:22b; 2 Chron. 9:21b); we are not 

told with what frequency the vessels sailed the Red Sea. 

A number of influential historians today regard Hiram's 

partnership with Solomon on the Red Sea as a reliable 

tradition,227 yet many of the same authorities view any such 

nautical enterprise on the Mediterranean with skepticism, 

perceiving that the biblical historians were engaging in 

hyperbole, describing in imaginative and exaggerated style 

a "golden age" of Solomon. A great many scholars conflate 

all these biblical texts into a single maritime activity and 

locate that activity on the Red Sea, based on literary-critical 

grounds and/or the strength of one synoptic text describing 

the failed nautical venture of Jehoshaphat. (See below.) As 

a consequence, a very broad spectrum of contemporary 

scholarship embraces the notion that the biblical expression 

"the ships of Tarshish" represents either a general poetic 

designation of the Sea or a certain type of nautical vessel of 

oceangoing quality. 

TARSHISH: A REAL LOCATION 

Yet there is evidence to justify an alternative viewpoint: (1) 

that there existed on the Mediterranean Sea an Iron Age site 

or sites, known by the Phoenicians, Assyrians, and Israelites 

as "Tarshish"; and (2) that early Phoenicians were navigating a 

wide sweep of the Mediterranean by the 10th century B.C. and 

occupied on at least one occasion a site known as "Tarshish:' 

This evidence is sufficient to challenge the generally accepted 

understanding of Tarshish described previously, and may even 

be sufficient on its own to accord these narratives a prima facie 

case of historical plausibility. 

An examination of the numerous biblical citations of the 

word "Tarshish" reveals four semantic fields: 

• Four times as a personal name (e.g., Gen. 10:4; 1 Chron. 

7:10); 

• Seven times as a jewel or precious stone (e.g., Ex. 28:20; 

Ezek. 1:16); 

• Ten times as an element in the expression "the ship(s) of 

Tarshish" (e.g., Isa. 2:16; Ezek. 27:25); and 

• Fourteen times as a place name (e.g., 2 Chron. 20:36; Isa. 

66:19; Jon. 4:2). 

As a place name in the Bible, Tarshish is often associated 

with the city of Tyre (Isa. 23:1, 10-15), the port of Joppa (Jon. 

1:3), the island of Cyprus or other islands/coastlands (Ezek. 

27:7; Isa. 23:6; Ps. 72:10),228 the region of Ionia (Isa. 66:19; 

Ezek. 27:12), or other places unequivocally located in the 

Mediterranean world (Isa. 23:10; Ezek. 27:12-13). Biblical 

citations of Tarshish are sometimes governed by verbs like 

"going to" (2 Chron. 9:21; 20:36-37), "fleeing to" (Jon 1:3; 4:2), 

or "crossing over to" (Isa. 23:6). The word sometimes contains 

a feature of the Hebrew language often associated with proper 

names (and especially with place names) designed to indicate 

motion or show direction.229 
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A similar conclusion must be drawn in regard to the three 

extra-biblical references to "Tarshish:' An eight-line Phoenician 

dedicatory inscription exhumed from the archaeological site 

of Nora on the south coast of the island of Sardinia is dated 

paleographically to the ninth century B.C.230 The text of the 

40-inch limestone stela refers to a military force under the 

direction of a Phoenician named Milkut6n that had arrived 

safely in Sardinia from Tarshish and was looking forward 

to living there in peace.231 This unambiguous reference to a 

place name known by the Phoenicians as "Tarshish" requires 

its placement somewhere in or immediately adjacent to the 

western Mediterranean Sea.232 It is equally clear from the stela 

that this Tarshish was occupied by a Phoenician military force, 

lending strong support to the supposition that Phoenicians 

were involved in the western Mediterranean in systematic 

activities by the ninth century B.C. 

A second attestation of the name occurs in a seventh

century B.C. Akkadian inscription of king Esarhaddon 

discovered in Assur.233 This alabaster slab was apparently 

designed to extol some of Esarhaddon's greatest architectural 

and political accomplishments. It declares that the Assyrian 

king, having vanquished Tyre, an "island in the middle of the 

sea" (d. Ezek. 27:32), proceeded to conquer Egypt, Pathros, 

and Nubia. Later in the text, Esarhaddon's scribe concludes: 

"All of the kings in the middle of the sea-from 

Yadanana [Cyprus] and Yaman [Ionia, the area 

of later Greek settlement in and around the 

Aegean Sea] as far as Tarshish-fell at my feet 

and presented me with heavy tribute:' 234 

Here again, this inscription makes plain that Assyrians knew 

of a geographical place called "Tarshish" that was situated 

indisputably somewhere in the Mediterranean. And if one 

assumes a logical westward progression in Esarhaddon's 

pronouncement (from Cyprus, to Ionia, to Tarshish), a 

location for Tarshish somewhere west of the Aegean Sea 

would be required. Isaiah's writing (66:19) also juxtaposes 

Tarshish and Ionia, and Ezekiel's lamentation over Tyre (Ezek. 

27) makes adjoining mention of Cyprus (27:6), Ionia (27:13), 

and Tarshish (27:12). 

A third extra-biblical text mentioning Tarshish, an Old 

Hebrew ostracon, was recently published from a private 

collection.235 A late seventh-century B.C. document based 

on paleographic analysis, this five-line pottery fragment is 

of unknown provenance and uncertain authenticity. The 

document speaks of an individual who commands that "three 

shekels of silver from Tarshish" be donated to the house of 

Yahweh. In addition to the authenticity question, this text is 

also the least helpful in our locational quest, though it does 

clearly mark Tarshish as a geographical name and a place 

that apparently was a source of silver. Accordingly, a cogent 
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argument can be advanced from both biblical and Near 

Eastern literatures that "Tarshish" conSistently denoted the 

name of an ancient site or sites that must have been situated 

somewhere in the Mediterranean world. 

THE SHIPS OF TARSHISH 

How is one to understand the biblical expression "the ship{s) 

of Tarshish"? May it be construed generically to denote a 

certain type or quality of seaworthy vessel, without regard to 

any possible geographical designation? The ancient world was 

certainly familiar with nautical expressions of a generic type, 

such as "ships of the sea;' "ships of trade;' "deep-going ships;' 

"planked ships;' "ships of reeds;' "ships with battering rams;' 

"ships with sails;' "ships of [a particular deity];' "ships of [a 

particular king];' "ships of [a particular people];' and others. 

But in vivid contradistinction to all of these is the 

expression "the ship{s) of X;' where X is otherwise known 

to have been a geographical entity. Early Akkadian literature 

describing the seafaring merchants of Ur and Eridu is 

replete with references to "the ship{s) of Magan;' "the ship{s) 

of Meluhha;' or "the ship{s) of Dilmun:' While the exact 

location of some of these places may remain in doubt, the 

"X" element refers indisputably and without exception to a 

specific geographic locale. At the same time, Mesopotamian 

literature occasionally refers to "the ship{s) of Akkad;' "the 

ship{s) of Assur;' "the ship{s) of Mari;' or "the ship{s) of Ur:' 

Similarly, Egyptian texts make mention of "the ship{s) of 

Punt;' "the ship{s) of Byblos;' "the ship{s) of Kittim/Cyprus;' 

or "the ship{s) of Keftiu/Crete:' In all these instances the "X" 

element represents a known geographical entity whether the 

expression originally designated the destination point or the 

provenience of the respective vessels.236 

Of course, an original geographical designation may 

occasionally shift, but it does so over time. Two examples: 

Dilmun was apparently originally situated in what is today 

eastern Saudi Arabia,237 but was shifted geographically in the 

Ur III period to the island of Bahrain; and Meluhha, though 

originally situated somewhere near the Indus Valley, was 

shifted to Nubia by the advent of the neo-Assyrian period.238 

"The ship{s) of Meluhha" in literature came to designate a 

completely different geographical arena. Likewise, an original 

designation may evolve in its meaning and even become 

obscured, as when a "ship of Meluhha" or a "ship of Dilmun" 

was later called a magillu-ship (a kind of boat) or a mabba

ship (a seagoing vessel). "Ship of Byblos" eventually became a 

generic expression for any seagoing vessel, and "ship of Keftiu/ 

Crete" came to denote Mediterranean travel to many different 

destinations.239 However, in all these situations there appears 

to have been a historical antecedent that originally related to 

the location of a given ship's destination or provenience. In 

other words, whenever the expression "the ship{s) of [a place 

name]" is applied to a different geographical arena or applied 



generically, it appears without exception to be only a derivative 

application, not a native application. 

It is improper to argue, then, that "the ship(s) of Tarshish" 

originally designated some kind of generic oceangoing 

vessel or that the phrase must be interpreted as such even in 

its earliest usages in the Bible. That perspective flies in the 

face of documentation and appears to represent an assertion 

that must stand without the benefit of evidentiary support 

from antiquity. 

This basic understanding is necessary to properly 

understand 2 Chronicles 20:36-37 (d. 1 Kings 22:48), a 

passage that unmistakably places "the ship(s) of Tarshish" 

on the Red Sea and is the lynchpin text for a "generic" 

interpretation of Tarshish in the Bible. However, the statement 

is contained entirely within the summary conclusion of 

J ehoshaphat's reign, which must not be underestimated or too 

easily dismissed. 

The reigns of Israelite and Judahite kings are summarized in 

the biblical text with an astonishing degree of uniformity. Each 

summarizing formula begins with a standard introduction 

and a reference to an annalistic written account, followed 

in sequence by: (1) a statement about sleeping with one's 

ancestors; (2) an identification of one's burial site; and 

(3) a declaration of legitimate succession. With arresting 

consistency, this pattern appears in the case of 18 of the 19 

kings ofIsrael and 15 of the 19 kings ofJudah. (The exceptions 

generally come toward the end of the series when the 

kingdoms are in turmoil due to assault from without.) This 

pattern is the same whether the king was from the north or 

the south, whether recorded in Kings or Chronicles, whether 

citing a standard secondary source or an unusual source, 

whether the reign was short or covered decades, whether the 

king was militarily strong or weak, and whether the king was 

assessed by the biblical historians in positive or negative terms. 

Admittedly, there are instances when not all elements of 

this pattern are present, as when a reference is omitted to 

sleeping with one's ancestors (e.g., Amon), naming one's burial 

place (e.g., Jehoash), or identifying one's successor (e.g., Ahab). 

In just a few cases more than one element may be missing. 

However, almost without exception this standard formula is 

not interrupted by the insinuation of additional material. And 

even in those few instances where an additional element may 

appear, it represents either a general summary of a given king's 

life of warfare ("there was continual war all his days") or a 

description of unusual circumstances relating to a given king's 

death (mention of a foot disease that killed Asa, a conspiracy 

that killed Joash or Amaziah, or a brief explanation ofJosiah's 

or Shallum's untimely demise). 

In contrast to this consistent pattern stands the unique 

summary record of Jehoshaphat. It is precisely into the middle 

of the Jehoshaphat formula-immediately after reference to a 

Relief of a Phoenician vessel. 
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secondary source (2 Chron. 20:34b) and immediately before 

reference to his sleeping with his ancestors, being buried in 

Jerusalem, and being succeeded by Jehoram (2 Chron. 21:1)

that one finds statements having to do with his building a fleet 

of ships of Tarshish to go to Tarshish, including Ahaziah's 

possible partnership with him in the effort and the wrecking of 

his fleet at Ezion-geber. 

One must be wary about foundationally anchoring an 

assertion of a single nautical enterprise on a text that, in 

point of fact, may be an exegetical outlier.240 Given the four 

generations between Solomon and Jehoshaphat and the 

estimated interval of some 90 years between their alleged 

nautical ventures, it is possible that the Jehoshaphat text may 

represent an evolutional attestation of the expression "ships of 

Tarshish" rather than reflecting its native original geographical 

designation. Whatever the case, caution is advised against 

allowing this one text to dictate and categorically redefine the 

meaning of the expression "the ship(s) of Tarshish:' It is the 

only known text in antiquity, biblical or otherwise, explicitly to 

locate the site of Tarshish, not just the ships of Tarshish, some 

place other than on the Mediterranean Sea. 

EVIDENCE FOR 10TH-CENTURY B.C. 

PHOENICIAN TRADE ON THE 

MEDITERRANEAN 

A case is sometimes made that the upheaval associated with 

the end of the Late Bronze Age was actually fortuitous for 

Phoenicia's trade and politics. The destruction of the Hittites 

and the neutralization of significant city-states across North 

Syria and the Syrian coast ended any further serious threat 

from the north, and the death of Ramses III appears to 

have led to an eclipse of 

Egypt's nautical endeavors 

in the south. Meanwhile, 

Mycenaean trading networks 

into the Levant and their 

maritime stranglehold on 

the mid-Mediterranean 

came to an end around 

1200 B.C., and Assyria 

was unable to sustain its 

expansionism as far west 

as the Mediterranean until 

The dreary terrain ofTimnah, site of 

Solomon's copper mines. 
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the ninth century B.C. [See map 75.] As a result, Phoenician 

coastal cities were momentarily no longer at the mercy 

of passing imperial armies or competitive naval interests. 

Phoenicians began to sail farther west rather fre ely. 241 

The map shows the extent of land visibility from Tyre 

and the Phoenician coastland across the entire span of the 

Mediterranean, although the Phoenicians are credited with 

navigating the open seas at night.242 No fewer than 19 ancient 

shipwrecks in the greater Mediterranean world can be dated 

to the approximate time of Hiram and Solomon or earlier. 

[See map for locations and dates.] A few include Phoenician 

materials and all are found in waters where land is visible.243 

Discussions addressing the date of Phoenician westward 

expansion often include elements that may lack sufficient 

modal clarity or precision of dating,244 so the story is most 

likely greater than told here, but it cannot be less. 

Phoenicians were undoubtedly present at several places 

across Cyprus by the 11 th century B.C., as amply demonstrated 

by inscriptional, stratified pottery, and perhaps even 

architectural evidence.245 They may even have colonized 

the island by the end of the 10th century B.c.246 Phoenician 

evidence across Crete dates perhaps as early as the late 11th 

century B.C. and, in any event, not later than the 10th century 

B.C.247 Sardinia has produced three early Phoenician texts that 

range in dates from the 11th to the ninth century B.C. 248 All are 

monumental in nature and strongly suggestive of a Phoenician 

presence there rather than merely an article of trade or 

something with an heirloom quality. 

Evidence for a Phoenician presence in coastal Spain 

dates to the end of the 10th century B.C. or the beginning 

of the ninth century B.C. In 1998 at the modern city of 



Huelva, on the Atlantic coast of Spain north of the mouth 

of the Guadalquivir River, a huge site now thought to have 

been an ancient Phoenician emporium was accidentally 

uncovered.2 49 To date, more than 3,000 pieces of distinctly 

Phoenician pottery of various types have been discovered in 

situ (undisturbed), together with vestiges of goods from all 

over the Mediterranean, including Italy, Sardinia, Greece, and 

CypruS.2 50 The Phoenician materials are largely of a domestic 

nature, rather than luxury or prestige articles, which may be 

taken to suggest the presence of a full-fledged settlement and 

not merely of a transit station for trade. Reliable radiocarbon 

tests conducted on several bone samples yielded a mean 

calibrated age of 930-830 B.C.2 51 These Phoenician finds, the 

oldest of their kind in the western Mediterranean, are strongly 

suggestive of an ongoing Phoenician presence in Spain. In the 

words of the Spanish excavators, they are "remarkably close 

in date to Hiram and Solomon ... only a difference of a few 

decades, if any:'2 52 

This kind of evidence may reveal when Phoenicians 

first engaged in systematic settlement in Spain, but it 

begs the question: When did Phoenicians first arrive there? 

Is it more logical to assume that the earliest Phoenician 

settlements in coastal Iberia were founded on impulse by 

seamen passing that way for the first time around 930-900 B. 

c., or by traders/merchants who after perhaps as many 

as two to three generations had developed the need for 

more permanent stations and not just offshore moorings? 

Scholars are in agreement that the earliest Phoenician 

pre-colonial contacts in the west would have left little or no 

recognizable material traces.2 53 Students of Mycenaean or 

Greek colonization in the Mediterranean describe what they 

call a "phased development" that lasted a few generations.2 54 

It seems altogether reasonable to make the same sort of claim 

for the process of Phoenician colonization. 

The existence of Phoenicians in the middle and western 

Mediterranean by the 10th century B.C. is supported by 

writing and both nautical and terrestrial archaeological 

discovery. While the evidence points overwhelmingly to a 

motivation of mercantilism, which would be consistent with 

the biblical verdict, the dynamics and modalities of their 

activities are not well known. Moreover, direct proof of any 

Judahite participation in Mediterranean Sea trade is still 

lacking.2 55 Yet while many internal complexities still require 

elucidation, given the unambiguous presence of Phoenicians 

across the Mediterranean by the 10th century B.C., it seems 

reasonable to accord a level of plausibility to the Tarshish 

narratives in this regard. 
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is qualified by a semantic indicator for an ethnic group, which is 
probably significant both in context and at that point in Israel's 
pre-monarchic history. This same engagement into Canaan is 
arguably described and depicted on Memeptah's battle relief 
at Karnak, located on the west exterior wall ofthe so-called 
"Cour de la Cachette" (W. W. Hallo and K. L Younger, Jr., eds., 
TheContextof Scripture, [leiden: Brill, 1997-2002], 2.40--41; 
M. lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian literature: A Book ofReadings, 

[Berkeley: University QfCalifomia Press, 1975-1980], 2.77-78; 
M. G. Hasel, Domination and Resistance: Egyptian Military 

Activityin theSouthem Levant ca. 131JO...118Sac, [leiden: 
Brill, 1998],178-181, 194-205; so F.J. Yurco,"Merenptah� 
Canaanite Campaign:' Journal of the American Research Center in 

Egypt23, [1986], 190--215; EJ. Yurco,"Merenptah's Canaanite 
Campaign and Israel� Origins:in E. S. Frerichs and l. H. lesko, 
eds., Exodus: The Egyptian Evidence, [Winona Lake, Ind.: 
Eisenbrauns, 1997], 27-55). 

190 E. Stem, ed., The New Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations 

in the Holy Lond, (Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Sodety and 
Carta, 1993), 2.504; S. Gitin, "Excavating Ekron: Major Philistine 
City Survived by Absorbing Other Cultures;' Biblical Archaeology 

Review31/6, (2005), 50-52; soJ. B. Pritchard,ed., Ancient 

Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament, (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1969), 258b. 

191 Here is an instance where the Egyptian Negeb and the modem 
Negeb are basically coextensive, in contrast to the biblical Negeb. 

192 E.lipinski, On the Skirts of Canaan in the Iron Age, Orientalia 
lovaniensia Analecta 153, (leuven: Peeters, 2006), 105-130; 
A. Faust, "The Negev'Fortresses'in Context: Reexamining 
the'Fortress' Phenomenon in light of General Settlement 
Processes of the Eleventh-Tenth Centuries B.u.," Joumalof 

the American Oriental Society 126/2, {2006}, 135-160; T. E. 
levy et aL, "Reassessing the chronology of Biblical Edom: new 
excavations and '''( dates from Khirbet en-Nahas (Jordan);' 
Antiquity 781302, {2004}, 863-876; M. Haiman, "The 10th 
century B.c. Settlements of the Negev Highlands and Iron Age 
Rural Palestine:ill A. M. Maeir, S. Dar, and Z. Safrai, eds., The 

Rural Landscape of Ancient/srael, BAR Intemational Series 1121, 
(Oxford: Basingstoke Press, 2003), 71-90; M. Haiman, "The Iron 
Age II Sites of the Western Negev Highlands;' Israel Exploration 

Joornal44, (1994), 36--61; G. Barkay, "The Iron Age IHII:'in 
A. Ben-Tor, ed., The Archaeology of Ancient Israel, (New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1992), 302-373; R. Cohen, "Iron Age 
Fortresses in the Central Negev; Bulletin of the American Schools 

of Oriental Research 236, (1980), 61-79. 

193 so R. Cohen, "Iron Age Fortresses in the Central Negev: Bulletin 

of the American Schools of Oriental Research 236, (1980), 77-78; 
M. Haiman, "The 10th century B.c. Settlements ofthe Negev 
Highlands and Iron Age Rural Palestine;in A. M. Maeir, S. Dar, 
and Z. Safrai, eds., The Rural Landscape of Ancient Israel, BAR 
International Series 1121, (Oxford: Basingstoke Press, 2003), 
76-77. 

194 so A. Mazar, "Remarks on Biblical Traditions and Archaeological 
Evidence Conceming Early Israel,"in W. Dever and S. Gitin, 
eds., Symbiosis, Symbolism and the Power of the Past: Canaan, 

Ancient Israe/, and Their Neighbors from the Late Bronze Age 

through Roman Palaestine, {Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 
2003}, 93; l. E. Stager,"The Patrimonial Kingdom of Solomon; 
in W. G. Dever and S. Gitin, eds., Symbiosis, Symbolism, and the 

Power of the Past: Canaan, Ancient Israel and Their Neighbors 

from the Lote Bronze Age through Roman Palestine, {Winona 
Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns,2003}, 63-74; Y. Aharoni, The Lond of 

the Bible: A Historical Geography, {Philadelphia: Westminster 
Press, 1979}, 323-330. 

195 ct. M. A. Sweeney, "Davidic polemics in the Book of Judges; 
Vetus Testamentum 47/4, {1997}, 517-526and literature cited 
there. 

196 The identity of Caleb's antagonist cannot be known. Personal 
names containing the element -baal are rare in the Old 
Testament, although -baal tends to be a more common 
component of place names. This feature is not encountered 
elsewhere in the book of Judges, but the phenomenon does 
occur later with the names of some of king Saul's progeny. 
Saul's youngest son and temporary successor is consistently 
identified as Eshbaal {"man of Baal'1 in Chronicles (e.g., 1 
Chron. 8:33; 9:39) but as Ish-bosheth {"man of shame'1 in 
Samuel {e.g., 2 Sam. 2:8-15; 3:8--15; 4:5-12}. Saul's grandson 
is identified as Meribaal {"hero of Baal"?} in Chronicles {e.g., 
I Chron. 8:34; 9:4O}, but as Mephibosheth {"utterance of 
shame''?} in Samuel (e.g.,2 Sam. 4:4b; 9:6-13; 16:1-4; 
19:24-30; 21:7). 

197 so R. G. Boling, Judges, Anchor Bible, {Garden City, N.Y.: 
Doubleday & Company, 1975}, 8Q-81. 

198 D. J. A. Clines, ed., The Dictionary otaassical Hebrew, {Sheffield: 
Sheffield Academic Press, 1993}, 1.382-383; l. Koehler andW. 
Baumgartner, eds., The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 

Testament, {leiden: Brill,2001}, 1.254-255. 
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