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Vanishing 
from the Air

C HAPT ER  2

hile scores of documents record missing ships and boats 
within the Bermuda Triangle, it was not until airplanes 

began to disappear within that area that its mysterious reputation 
began to solidify. For one reason, planes are far more unlikely than 
ships to simply disappear. They are in almost constant radio contact 
with those on the ground, and they can check in immediately if they 
have mechanical issues or are experiencing bad weather. Finally, 
because they usually take off and land within a few hours’ time, 
they are rarely out of range of a control tower’s radar screen.

Even so, planes have nonetheless been disappearing regularly 
within the Bermuda Triangle—from small private planes to mili-
tary bombers and passenger jets. Many have disappeared right 
off a radar screen as they have been coming in for a landing. In 

hile scores of documents record missing ships and boats 
within the Bermuda Triangle, it was not until airplanes W
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more than a few cases, they have vanished in the midst of talking 
to an air traffi c controller.

The most famous of all these disappearances occurred in 1945, 
when fi ve U.S. Navy bombers and a plane dispatched to investi-
gate their sudden disappearance vanished during a training ex-
ercise. According to Bermuda Triangle expert Charles Berlitz, 
“No incident before or since has been more remarkable than this 
total disappearance of an entire training fl ight, along with the 
giant rescue plane, a Martin Mariner with a crew of thirteen, 
which inexplicably vanished during rescue operations.”18 

An air traffi c controller monitors fl ights in the control tower at Newark International 
Airport in New Jersey. Planes are far more unlikely than ships to simply disappear. They 
are in almost constant radio contact with air traffi c control, and they can check in im-
mediately if they have mechanical issues or are experiencing bad weather. They are also 
rarely out of range of a control tower’s radar screen.
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This is the beak of a giant squid. In 1985 
the USS Stein left port in San Diego, but 
because the sonar wasn’t working it was 
forced to turn back. While checking the 
ship, workers found several huge claws or 
teeth, which experts believe could have 
come from a very large squid.
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This computer-generated  
image shows a giant squid. One  
of the earliest explanations 
for disappearances within the 
Triangle is that some sort of sea 
creature either attacks a ship 
or somehow becomes entangled 
in one. One particular creature 
mentioned by several researchers 
is the giant squid. While it may 
sound far-fetched, the idea of 
large, aggressive squids has  
been around for centuries.
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