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HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

A Basic Overview
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Receive HS Application

from guidance counselor.

Complete Application by listing 
12 programs in order of 

preference. Return to counselor.

Complete Specialized High School 
Survey; receive SHSAT and/or audition 

ticket(s) from guidance counselor.

Audition

1 Offer*
1 Offer* 1-6 Offers*

SHSAT

YOUR CHILD
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*if applicable

REQUIRED

80,000 Applicants

Round 2 (if necessary)

OPTIONAL

High School Application
700+ Programs at 400+ High Schools

Specialized High Schools
8 Testing Schools LaGuardia HS



APPLYING TO SPECIALIZED HIGH SCHOOLS

Specialized Audition and SHSAT Schools

Audition
Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School 

of Music & Art and Performing Arts

Dance Drama

Instrumental

Music
Technical Theater

Fine Arts Vocal Music

Take the 

Specialized

High Schools 

Admissions 

Test (SHSAT)

The Bronx High School of Science

The Brooklyn Latin School

Brooklyn Technical High School

High School for Mathematics, Science and Engineering at the City College of NY

High School of American Studies at Lehman College

Queens High School for the Sciences at York College

Staten Island Technical High School

Stuyvesant High School



ROUND 1 HIGH SCHOOL APPLICATION

Receive, Review, and Complete

PAGE 1 PAGE 2

 RECEIVE from me in October

REVIEW

that all the 

information 

is correct

COMPLETE by 

writing 12 program 

choices in order of 

preference



A GOOD APPLICATION LISTS 12 PROGRAMS OF 

INTEREST TO YOUR STUDENT

ACTIVITIES

SIZE

COURSES

LOCATION

SCHOOL 

PERFORMANCE

PROGRAM 

INTEREST

AREA



HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Programs and Admissions Methods

 You can think about programs as “doorways” through which they accept 
students. 

 If a school has multiple programs, eligible students may apply to one 
program, or more than one program at that school.

 Programs at the same school may have different Admissions Priorities 
and Admissions Methods. You may decide to apply to one program over 
another based on its admissions information. 

Program 

#1

Program 

#2



HIGH SCHOOL OPTIONS

 PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS: 12 choices/programs (HS Application)

 SPECIALIZED HIGH SCHOOLS: SHSAT (exam)(list up to 8 choices)

 LAGUARDIA: audition (list up to 6 programs)

 CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS: 

TACHS EXAM (866-618-2247 or tachsinfo.com)

 Registration Deadline: October 16th (you will receive a 7-digit confirmation upon completion)

 CHARTER HIGH SCHOOLS: Lottery

 PRIVATE HIGH SCHOOLS: Independent Entrance Exams



IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

• BROOKLYN HIGH SCHOOL FAIR: @ MURROW (1600 Avenue L, Brooklyn, NY)  

Saturday October 14th & Sunday October 15th: 11am-3pm

• DEADLINE TO SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING: Monday October 9th

• SPECIALIZED HIGH SCHOOL TEST REQUEST

• LAGUARDIA HIGH SCHOOL AUDITION REQUEST

• PRE-REGISTRATION FOR ROUND 1 AUDITIONS

(ex: Murrow, Fordham, Fort Hamilton, Frank Sinatra, etc.)
• SPECIALIZED HIGH SCHOOL EXAM: Saturday October 21st & October 22nd (religious observation)

• LAGUARDIA AUDITION DATES (Brooklyn Residents): Saturday October 28th & October 29th (p.362)
• MAKE-UP DATE for SPECIALIZED HIGH SCHOOL EXAM & STUDENTS w/IEP or 504s: 

October 29th or November 4th

• DEADLINE TO RETURN APPLICATIONS TO MS. CADOT: Tuesday November 28th!
• AUDUTIONS For Additional Arts & Music Programs: December & January (if applicable)

• APPLICATION RESULTS/OUTCOME: MARCH 2018
• PARTICIPATE IN ROUND 2 (if necessary): MARCH 2018
• SUBMIT ROUND 2 APPLICATION (if necessary): MARCH 2018
• DISTRIBUTE & SUBMIT APPEAL LETTER REQUESTS: MAY 2018
• PICK UP APPEAL LETTER OUTCOME (if necessary): JUNE 2018

• SHSAT: finalize and list Specialized High schools in order you want to attend (list up to 8 school)

• LAGUARDIA: list all programs you want to audition for in order of preference (list up to 6 programs)

SHSAT SCORING & OFFERS: scores are placed in order from highest to lowest (800-200) 

1. Student’s score
2. Student’s priority of choices
3. Seat availability 



Pre-registration NOT required



NYC PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOLS CITYWIDE: 413

PROGRAMS CITYWIDE: 705
-------------------------------------------------

Specialized HS Breakdown

School # of 

Students

# of Applicants 

2016

# of Seats available

2016

Cut off scores 

2016

Brooklyn Tech 5,682 23,329 1,400 482-687

Stuyvesant 3,365 22,393 814 552-701

Brooklyn Latin 724 16,621 150 477-552

HS Math/Science 
(NYC)

463 18,863 110 513-639

Science @ 

York 

College(Queens)

462 16,402 104 516-594

Bronx Science 2,979 19,198 750 511-701

Staten Island Tech 1,312 15,490 300 508-624



PROGRAM 

INFORMATION



HOW OFFERS ARE DETERMINED

Eligibility

Eligibility:  Some programs are only open to certain students.

Students must meet a program’s eligibility requirements to list the 

program on the application. 

Students who go to school 
and live outside of the Bronx 

are not eligible to apply to 
this program!



HOW OFFERS ARE DETERMINED

Matching Students With Programs

The number of seats 

available for applicants.

Seat Availability

Student’s academic 

record, audition, and/or 

address.

*(Only for some programs)

Student Information*

The 12 programs listed 

on the application AND 

the order in which they 

are listed.

Choices on Application

How programs consider 

and match with 

applicants.

Admissions Methods

The order in which 

applicants are considered.

Admissions Priorities

STUDENT FACTORS PROGRAM FACTORS



HOW OFFERS ARE DETERMINED

CHOICES ON THE APPLICATION

 Students should list 12 programs on their application. Listing fewer 
than 12 works against a student; making it less likely to yield an offer 
from the application.

 Students should list programs in their true order of preference starting 
with their top choice. High Schools will not see where families rank 
them. High Schools should not ask where they’ve been ranked, or insist 
on ranking them first.

97% of students who 

listed 12 programs 

received an offer in 

Round 1!

# Programs %

On Application Matched

3 87%

6 91%

12 97%



NEW YORK CITY HIGH SCHOOL DIRECTORY

Admissions Priorities

(same admissions as Boerum Hill)

Admissions Priorities determine the order in which applicants are 

considered for placement.

Continuing 

8th graders

Brooklyn 

students

residents

NYC 

students

residents



HOW OFFERS ARE DETERMINED

Seat Availability

 Review the number of seats in a program 

and the number of applicants for those 

seats. The number of applicants per seat 

will affect a student’s chances of being 

matched. 

 The average demand for programs is 

6 applicants per seat.

 The data refers to the previous year’s 

admissions cycle.

You can learn 
about Seat 

Availability in the 
Directory!



ADMISSIONS PRIORITIES: Example 1



ADMISSIONS PRIORITIES: Example 2



ADMISSIONS PRIORITIES: Example 3



ADMISSIONS PRIORITIES: Example 4



ADMISSIONS PRIORITIES: Example 4b



ADMISSIONS PRIORITIES: Example 5



ZONED
• Based on 

address

UNSCREENED
• Random

selection

LIMITED UNSCREENED
• Random selection
• Higher priority to students

who demonstrate interest 

SCREENED FOR LANGUAGE
• Based on students’ 

English language skills 
and/or years in the 
country.

SCREENED
• Screened programs rank 

students using seventh grade 
core course grades, 
attendance, and state test 
scores.

• Additional requirements 
possible, such as portfolios or 
interviews.

AUDITION
• Same as 

Screened, but 
require an 
audition. (Some 
auditions require 
pre-registration.) 

EDUCATIONAL OPTION
Seats reserved for students with high,
medium, and low NY State ELA scores.
• Half of seats filled by students who 

were ranked by the school.
• Half of seats filled through random 

selection.

These programs DO NOT see applicant’s school record

HOW OFFERS ARE DETERMINED

Admissions Methods

An Admissions Method is the way a school program matches with applicants.
Remember that students are first grouped by Admissions Priority and then considered by 
Admissions Method.

These programs DO see applicant’s school record

Tip: Before listing a program on your Application, please check all details 

about that program’s Admissions Priorities and Admissions Methods in 

the HS Directory!



HOW OFFERS ARE DETERMINED

Selection Criteria

A program’s Selection Criteria is useful to know how a student’s 

application compares with other applicants.

This is only relevant for 
programs that see an 

applicant’s school record.



TIPS FOR A BALANCED APPLICATION

A balanced application will look different for each student.

•Before listing a program on your application, please check all details about that 
program’s Admissions Priorities and Admissions Methods in the High School 
Directory! 

Tip #1

•List programs on your application in order of true preference!  

•Do not list programs you are not interested in attending just for the sake of getting in 
somewhere.

Tip #2

•List some programs with six or fewer applicants per seat to increase your chances of 
receiving an offer from your application.Tip #3

•Students who are eligible for a Zoned Guarantee program or a continuing school are 
guaranteed to receive an offer from that program if they do not match to anything 
higher on their application. 

Tip #4



Stay Connected
Review Admissions Resources

schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/High/Resources

Sign Up for Email Updates
schools.nyc.gov/Subscribe

Contact Marie.Cadot@k497.org
www.K497.org



US NEWS-TOP 5 BEST HIGH SCHOOLS IN NYC-

2016#1 NYC, #15 Nation: High School of American Studies @ Lehman 
College
-New (Founded in 2002); grades 9-12; Small School (under400)
-Selective Candidates (100% graduation rate)
-Advanced Placement Courses

#2 NYC, #17 Nation: KIPP Academy Charter School
-New (Founded in 2004); grades K-12; Medium School (under1000)
-Selective Candidates (96% graduation rate)
-Advanced Placement Courses

#3 NYC, #25 Nation: Brooklyn Latin
-New (Founded in 2006); grades 9-12; Small School (under 600)
-Selective Candidates (99% graduation rate)
-International Baccalaureate

#4 NYC, #28 Nation: Staten Island Technical High School
-Established (1998); grades 9-12; Medium School (under 1200)
-Selective Candidates (95% graduation rate)
-Advanced Placement Courses

#5 NYC, #32 Nation: Baccalaureate School for Global Education
-Established (2002); grades 7-12; Small School (under 500)
-Selective Candidates (99% graduation rate)
-International Baccalaureate





A 6-12th GRADE IB WORLD FRENCH DUAL LANGUAGE PUBLIC SCHOOL



 Approximately 680 students school wide
 400 middle school students & 280 high school students

 Incoming Class this September 2018: 

 5 sections in 6th grade (maximum of 140 students)

 4 sections in 9th grade (maximum of 110 students)

(ICT, ENL, and support services are provided)

 Located in the Boerum Hill neighborhood, easily accessible by public transportation

 We occupy the main floor, second floor and several room on the 3rd floor

 Our enrollment has grown each year over the past four years 
(from 480 in 2014 to 680 in 2017; our target goal is 770 total students by 2019)

 We are a small school, with emphasis on a rigorous, International Baccalaureate based 
curriculum, focused on applying critical thinking skills to impacting change;

 Students receive individualized college and career guidance beginning in the 9th grade; 

 Graduation rate went from 64% in 2015 to 85% in 2017; 
 Fulfillment of Service, internships, Personal Project, Senior Thesis, is required to graduate; 
 All students are enrolled in the MYP and DP of the IB Programme; successful completion of all 

coursework as per IB approval could result in an IB DIPLOMA. 

OVERVIEW



Collaborations and Partnerships

 INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE ORGANIZATION

 BROOKLYN WORLD PROJECT

 FRENCH AMERICAN CULTURAL EXCHANGE

 FRENCH EMBASSY

 NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

 CUNY

 GOWANUS CANAL CONSERVANCY

 SUMMER SEARCH

 HUMAN ROOT

 MSQI (Middle School Quality Initiative)

 THE HUDSON REVIEW

 THE YOUNG COMPANY AT CLASSIC STAGE COMPANY

 92nd STREET Y- UNTERBERG POETRY CENTER

 THE LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

 URBAN ADVANTAGE

 RESTAURANTS: Chocolate Room, db Bistro Moderne, Agnes Noir 

Café, Slick Willie, The Copper Still, Mel’s Burger, The Grand;



BOERUM HILL SCHOOL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

ACADEMIC PROGRAM & REQUIREMENTS TO GRADUATE

CREDITS: 
ENGLISH CREDITS: 8 credits (4 years)
HISTORY CREDITS: 8 credits (4 years)
SCIENCE CREDITS: 8 credits (4 years)
MATH CREDITS: 8 credits (4 years)
FOREIGN LANGAUAGE: 8 credits (4 years)
ART/DANCE: 8 credits (4 years)
DESIGN/CULINARY: 3 credits (1.5 years)
PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 4 credits (8 terms)
HEALTH: 1 credit

INDIVIDUAL IB & BOERUM HILL PROJECTS: 
SERVICE LEARNING: 9th& 10th GRADES
GAP (Global Action Projects): 9th-12th GRADES (Fall & Spring Term)
PERSONAL PROJECT: 10th GRADE
CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service): 11th-12th GRADES
EE (Extended Essay): 11th-12th GRADES

REGENTS EXAMS (minimum score of 80 required on English and Math exams):

Algebra, English, US History, Global History, Living Environment = Regents Diploma
• The above exams plus 2 additional math exams (Geometry & Algebra), and a second science 

in addition to Living Environment (Chemistry or Physics) = Advanced Regents Diploma

*90 and above on regents exams required for an Honors Advanced Regents Designation



What is the MYP Program?
The MYP is a challenging framework 
that encourages students to make 
practical connections between their 
studies and the real world.

The MYP is a five-year programme, 
which can be implemented in a 
partnership between schools, or in 
several abbreviated (two, three or four 

year) formats. Students who complete 
the MYP are well-prepared to 
undertake the IB Diploma Programme
(DP) or Career-related Programme
(CP). 

The International Baccalaureate® (IB) 
Middle Years Programme (MYP) is for 
students aged 11-16.

Grades 6-10: MYP

Students in each grade will receive: 

Grade 9: 

Algebra or Geometry, Living Environment or Chemistry, 

Language & Literature, US Govt. & Economics, French, 

PE,  Advisory, & Choice of culinary, dance, design, or art; 

Grade 10: 

Geometry or Adv. Algebra, Chemistry or Physics, US History, 

French, English, Advisory, PE, & choice of culinary, dance, design, 

or visual art; 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPLETION OF MYP: 

GAP PRESENTATION: 2x per year, 9th & 10th Grades; 

Completion of a Personal Project is required to complete MYP; 

The International Baccalaureate Program

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ibo.org/en/digital-toolkit/logos-and-programme-models/&ei=4Zj4VPaOGOSwsATJzIFQ&bvm=bv.87519884,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFP5AUip3J6t_GwG-qDRsdqJQBecg&ust=1425664540992901
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ibo.org/en/digital-toolkit/logos-and-programme-models/&ei=4Zj4VPaOGOSwsATJzIFQ&bvm=bv.87519884,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFP5AUip3J6t_GwG-qDRsdqJQBecg&ust=1425664540992901
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://tiger.tas.edu.tw/us/ib/&ei=-5D4VNDZH7SRsQSDuYLgBQ&bvm=bv.87519884,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEN62_FXrNiX2Jx_41aMbQNAQKjlQ&ust=1425662467950273
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://tiger.tas.edu.tw/us/ib/&ei=-5D4VNDZH7SRsQSDuYLgBQ&bvm=bv.87519884,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEN62_FXrNiX2Jx_41aMbQNAQKjlQ&ust=1425662467950273


The International Baccalaureate Program

What is the DP Program?

The DP is preceded by the IB’s Middle Years 
Programme (MYP). The programmes are 
philosophically aligned, each centred on 
developing attributes of the IB learner 
profile. 

DP students are better able than their peers 

to cope with demanding workloads, 
manage their time and meet the 
expectations placed on them, according to 
one study
Analysis of DP students in Canada, the UK 
and the USA found that the DP’s extended 

essay improves students’ approach to 
learning in higher education

The International Baccalaureate® (IB) 
Diploma Programme (DP) is an assessed 
programme for students aged 16 to 19. It is 
respected by leading universities across the 
globe

Grades 11-12: DP

Students in each grade will receive: 

Grade 11 & 12:

GROUP 1 & 2:  Language & Literature HL, and

Language Acquisition French HL/SL OR

Language & Literature and 

Language & Literature French HL/SL, 

GROUP 3: History HL/SL; 

GROUP 4: Chemistry SL OR Biology HL, 

GROUP 5: Math Studies SL OR Mathematics SL; 

GROUP 6: Visual Arts SL OR Dance SL; 

ADDITIONAL DP REQUIREMENTS: 
IB CORE: 
Culinary, Theory of Knowledge (Philosophy), 
Completion of CAS requirements
Completion of Extended Essay is required
IB SUPPORT

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://tiger.tas.edu.tw/us/ib/&ei=-5D4VNDZH7SRsQSDuYLgBQ&bvm=bv.87519884,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEN62_FXrNiX2Jx_41aMbQNAQKjlQ&ust=1425662467950273
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://tiger.tas.edu.tw/us/ib/&ei=-5D4VNDZH7SRsQSDuYLgBQ&bvm=bv.87519884,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEN62_FXrNiX2Jx_41aMbQNAQKjlQ&ust=1425662467950273
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/diploma-programme/&ei=oJv4VOCdO4m1sASZ8oCoBg&bvm=bv.87519884,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGg41HhCoSHN1Vhig-Ec5j_pE4ykw&ust=1425665287790563&ei=oJv4VOCdO4m1sASZ8oCoBg&bvm=bv.87519884,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGg41HhCoSHN1Vhig-Ec5j_pE4ykw&ust=1425665287790563
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http://www.ibo.org/en/benefits/learner-profile/
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/collegereadinesssummaryeng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/en/news/news-list/in-the-ibs-2014-review-of-research-results-find-ib-programmes-to-have-a-positive-impact-on-student-preparedness-for-college-career-and-civic-life/


INDIVIDUALIZED COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING
Our college counselor works individually with students while also 
conducting group sessions. In addition, a college prep course is 
provided. Our partnership with College Access for All ensures that 
all our students are provided with maximum access to all college 
and university programs of interest. 

 Over 15 college trips
 Career & college class
 Individual & Group 

College Sessions
 Attend college fairs 

(junior and senior 
year)

 Free SAT Prep Classes
 CUNY & SUNY 

applications required
 3 overnight college 

trips (multiple 
campuses)

 Personalized 
scholarship & grant 
opportunities

Admission to the top universities & colleges: Barnard, NYU, Fordham, Hofstra, 
Dickinson, Ithaca, Syracuse, Baruch, Hunter, New Paltz, FIT, …. 

$3 Million 

in Scholarships 

awarded in 2017 

(class size of 58)



Attending an IB 

school is important 

because….



Students work independently, together, and learning extends beyond the classroom…



OUR INTERNARNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE CULINARY PROGRAM

Students have an opportunity to earn a CTE REGENTS DIPLOMA
(a Career Technology Designation along with their Regents Diploma) 

• Students progress through a rigorous program, 

learning concepts ranging from safety, 

appropriate use of equipment, and fine food 

preparation. All students progressing through 

the final stages of the course are placed in 

restaurants, bakeries, or hotels to complete their 

work-study requirements. 

• Upon completion of their coursework, many of 

our students are offered paid internships or 

employment. Some of our students currently 

work in New York City’s finest restaurants. 



PSAL TEAMS & AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS

PSAL: 

BOYS: BASKETBALL, BASEBALL, SOCCER (2018);

GIRLS: BASKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL, FLAG FOOTBALL

AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS & INTRAMURAL TEAMS: 

Dance, Table-Tennis, Tech Design (coding), 

Chess, Theater, Cheerleading, Visual Art, Soccer, 

Fitness Club (weight room), Sports, French Club, 

Arabic Club, Spanish Club, Track, Photography



PSAL SPORTS: Basketball, Volleyball, 

Baseball, Flag Football, 

& Soccer (2018)

Dance Studio

Fitness RoomAfterschool till  

5:30pm
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CLICK HERE

To view this 

Powerpoint, 

please  visit 

www.K497.org



BOERUM HILL SCHOOL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

RESOURCES & INFORMATION

DOCUMENTS & RESOURCES ON OUR WEBSITE INCLUDE: 
• THIS POWERPOINT PRESENTATION
• FRENCH IMMERSION SCHEDULE
• OUR CURRENT AFTERSCHOOL SCHEDULE  (CLUBS & INTRAMURAL SPORTS ACTIVITIES)
• SIGN-UP OPPORTUNITIES FOR TOURS
• NYC DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION HOMEPAGE
• DISTRICT 15 MIDDLE SCHOOL DIRECTORY
• HIGH SCHOOL DIRECTORY
• WHAT IS AN IB EDUCATION? (IBO.ORG)
• IB AND THE COMMON CORE STANDARDS
• THE IB LEARNER PROFILE
• THE IB HISTORICAL TIMELINE
• MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME (MYP) BROCHURE
• FAQ ABOUT THE MYP
• DIPLOMA PROGRAMME (DP) BROCHURE
• FAQ ABOUT THE DP
• IB CREDENTIALS AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
• DOE METHODOLOGY IN MATCHING 8TH GRADE APPLICANTS AND HIGH SCHOOL OPTIONS; 

(New York Times, DECEMBER 2014)



A 6-12th GRADE IB WORLD FRENCH DUAL LANGUAGE PUBLIC SCHOOL


