
The Bridge to Briarcliff 

High School 

 

         

 

 

A 9
th

 Grade Parent and Student 

Guide to High School 



 

 

2 

 

Table of Contents 

 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9-12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28.  

29. 

Counseling at Briarcliff High School 

Preparing for High School 

I have a question, to whom do I ask? 

4 Year Plan 

NYS Graduation Requirements 

Grade Weighting & Types of Diplomas 

NYS Diplomas 

 Sample 4 Year Check List 

Sample High School Roadmap 

Achievement 

Extra Help 

What courses should I take? 

Road Trip Nation 

NYS Regents Exams 

Advanced Placement Exams 

PSAT 

SAT 

SAT Subject Tests 

ACT  

Sample Daily Schedule 

Sample Student Schedule 

Sample Student Transcript 

Community Service Form 

Community Service Requirements 

 

 

  



 

 

3 

 

Counseling at Briarcliff High School 

 
The purpose of The Bridge to Briarcliff High School: A 9

th
 Grade 

Parent and Student Guide to High School, is to develop a 

comprehensive overview of the services provided.  The 

information provided is most accurate at the time of preparation.  

In an attempt to respond to the current needs of young people, 

changes do occur and may on occasion influence the accuracy 

of this information. 

We recognize the significance and vital role of parents in the 

development and decision-making of their sons and daughters.  It 

is our wish that we, counselors, work together with parents so 

that our young people may find their years as successful, growth 

producing, and as memorable as possible. 

Upon entering ninth grade, students are assigned a school 

counselor who will work with them throughout their 4 years at 

Briarcliff High School.  The counselors are interested in helping 

students individualize their school experience so they are best 

able to maximize their potential.  Our program attempts to help 

students better understand themselves, their values, and their 

goals as well as their environment and the people that affect 

them.   

The emphasis of the counselors is both individual and group 

counseling.  Though dependent upon the individual and always 

difficult to responsibly evaluate, the best measurement of 

counseling success is the ability of an individual to be on their 

own. 
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Preparing for High School 

                                          

 

High school may feel overwhelming and complicated at times,  

but there are some simple things that you can do to be successful.  

 

Time Management- This is one of the most important skills 

that you will need to develop as a high school student.  You will 

have many different assignments and other activities either 

during or after the school day.  It is important to manage your 

time wisely because these responsibilities can pile up quickly. 

 

Organization- Staying organized is just as important as time 

management.  As the number of assignments and tests increase, it 

is important to have a system to keep all this information 

organized.  Binders and folders, preferably one for each subject, 

are good ways to keep track of assignments  

 

Be Assertive- Ask questions.  If you do not know the answer to 

something or need help, ask an adult.  There are many people at 

the high school who can help; Teachers, Counselors, and the 

Administration.   
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List of People to Ask for Help 

 

Teachers 

Guidance Department 

Dr. Heltzel 

Mr. Muranelli 

Mrs. Ryan 

Mrs. Safer 

Mrs. Blum- Secretary 

 

Additional Services 

Mrs. Blank- Social Worker 

Mr. Pellegrin- Social Worker 

Dr. Brown- School Psychologist 

Mrs. Rubino- Student Assistance Counselor 

Mrs. Gitelson- Nurse 

 

Administration 

Mrs. French- Principal 

Mr. Murphy- Assistant Principal 
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Your 4 Year Plan 

                        

 

What is the 4 Year Plan? 

The 4 Year Plan has 2 components: course checklist, which 

monitors the completion of Graduation Requirements (see page 13 

for example), and the Course Roadmap, which displays the course 

options for each year of high school (see page 14 for example).  

 

When do we create your 4 Year Plan? 

In order to create a student’s 4 Year Plan, each 9
th

 grade student 

will have an individual meeting with his/her counselor.  These 

meetings are scheduled during study hall periods beginning in 

October and continue through December. 

 

What is the purpose of the 4 Year Plan? 

The main objective of the 4 Year Plan is to give vital information 

regarding your academic planning.  As you move from grade to 

grade you will need to make decisions and the 4 Year Plan is 

designed to give you the tools to make informed decisions. 

 

What is done with the information after the meeting? 

The 4 Year Plan follows you throughout high school.  You 

will have a meeting every year with your counselor and the 4 

Year Plan is updated accordingly.  This document is available 

for you to view at any time through Family Connection. 
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NYS Graduation Requirements 

(Subject to change based on New York State Board of Regents Approval) 

               REGENTS DIPLOMA        ADVANCED REGENTS DIPLOMA 

REQUIRED COURSES REQUIRED COURSES 

English 4 English 4 

Social Studies 4 Social Studies  4 

Math** 3 Math 3 

Science** 3 Science 3 

(a) Foreign Language* 1 Foreign Language 3 

Art/Music 1 Art/Music 1 

Health 0.5 Health 0.5 

Physical Education 2 Physical 

Education 

2 

Electives 3.5 Electives 1.5 

Community Service 1 Community Service 1 

 23.0  23.0 

Required Exams 

(Passing Score of 65 and above) 

Required Exams 

(Passing Score of 65 and above) 

English Language Arts English Language Arts 

Algebra I 

 

Algebra I 

Geometry 

Algebra II 

Global History Regents Global History Regents 

U.S. History Regents U.S. History Regents 

Living Environment (Biology) 

Regents 

One Living Environment 

(Biology) Regents 

One Physical Setting (Earth 

Science, Chemistry, Physics) 

Regents 

 

*Students are required to have completed one unit of credit in a foreign language by the 

end of their freshman year or pass the New York State Proficiency Exam. 

**An integrated course in mathematics/science/technology may be used as the third 

required unit of credit in mathematics or science. 

(a) Students acquiring 5 units of credit in Art, Music, Business, Technology or 

Vocational Education may be exempt from the Language other than English 

requirement. 

The State Learning Standards in Technology may be met either through a course in 

technology education or through an integrated course combining technology with 

mathematics and/or science.  A commencement-level course in technology education may 

be used as the third unit of credit in science or mathematics but not both. 
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Grade Weighting 

Some students take courses that carry more “weight” than others, which 

can boost their GPA.  Most colleges will consider both your weighted and 

unweighted GPA. BHS only reports the unweighted GPA. 

With no rank shown on the transcript, the Board of Education has 

authorized the calculation of a weighted GPA to indicate the rigor 

of a student’s course history.  For the weighted GPA, the final grade 

is multiplied by the following weights: 

Advanced Placement/BHS Co-enrollment University courses    

BHS Honors    

Regents/Standard 

1.10 

1.05 

1.00 

*Please note: Only BHS co-enrollment university courses can be calculated 

in a student’s GPA. 

 

Advanced Regents Diploma 

The Advanced Regents Diploma requires students to complete all of the 

Regents Diploma requirements plus 3 additional Regents exams: 

 2 in math- Geometry and Algebra II 

 1 in science- one exam must be a living environment (Biology) and one 

must be a physical setting science (Earth Science, Chemistry, or Physics).  

 Students must also complete 2 additional years in a World Language-  

Spanish, French, or Latin. Must be a 3 year sequence in the same language. 

To view all NYS diploma options, please refer to pages 9-12. 

 

Briarcliff Manor Diploma with Distinction 

Developed by the BHS compact committee, the Briarcliff Manor Diploma 

with Distinction is an incentive for students to develop an area of 

educational interest and maximize their desire to learn in a more self-

directed fashion. For examples, please visit the counseling webpage. 

There are three components to this type of Diploma: 

 Completion of the New York State Diploma Requirements with five 

credits in one of the following content areas:  The Arts, English, 

Health & Fitness, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, or World 

Languages. (Exception:  Visual Arts requires four course credits and 

Health and Fitness requires three course credits.) 

 Co-curricular and/or Athletic Membership:  Student must 

demonstrate active participation in activities related to the content 

area.  Leadership roles are encouraged. 

 Community Service and/or Senior Internship within the student’s 

indicated area of concentration if possible. 
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Regents Diploma 
Examination and Credit Requirements 

New York State Education Department—Updated June, 2013 

 
Freshmen Year  1. Biology Regents

2. Algebra I Regents 
23 Credits

 4 English Language 
Arts 

 4 Social Studies 

 3 Science 

 3 Mathematics 

 1 World Language 

 1 Visual Art/ 
Performing Art 

 2 Physical 
Education 

 0.50 Health 

 3.50 Electives 

 1 Community 
Service 

Sophomore Year  3. Global History and 
Geography Regents 
(Exam content covers 
freshmen and sophomore 
year material. Be sure to 
keep your Global I notes 
from freshmen year!) 

Junior Year  4. English Language Arts 
Regents 

5. U.S. History and 
Government Regents 

 
To receive a Regents Diploma with Honors, the computed average of the 5 
Regents exams listed above must be 90.0 or better. Averages below 90.0 percent 
shall not be rounded upwards to 90 percent. 
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Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation 
Examination and Credit Requirements 

New York State Education Department—Updated June, 2013 

 

Freshmen Year  1. Biology Regents
2. Algebra I Regents 

23 Credits

 4 English Language 
Arts 

 4 Social Studies 

 3 Science 

 3 Mathematics 

 3 year sequence in 
a World Language 

 1 Visual Art/ 
Performing Art 

 2 Physical 
Education 

 0.50 Health 

 1.50 Electives 

 1 Community 
Service 

Sophomore Year  3. Global History and 
Geography Regents 
(Exam content covers 
freshmen and sophomore 
year material. Be sure to 
keep your Global I notes 
from freshmen year!) 

4. Geometry Regents 
5. Earth Science Regents or 

Chemistry Regents 

Junior Year  6. English Language Arts 
Regents 

7. U.S. History and 
Government Regents 

8. Algebra II Regents 
 
To receive a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation with Honors, the 
computed average of the 8 Regents exams listed above must be 90.0 or better. 
Averages below 90.0 percent shall not be rounded upwards to 90 percent. 
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Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation 
with Mastery in Math 

Examination and Credit Requirements 
New York State Education Department—Updated June, 2013 

 

Freshmen Year  1. Biology Regents
2. Algebra I Regents 

23 Credits

 4 English Language 
Arts 

 4 Social Studies 

 3 Science 

 3 Mathematics 

 3 year sequence in 
a World Language 

 1 Visual Art/ 
Performing Art 

 2 Physical 
Education 

 0.50 Health 

 1.50 Electives 

 1 Community 
Service 

Sophomore Year  3. Global History and 
Geography Regents 
(Exam content covers 
freshmen and sophomore 
year material. Be sure to 
keep your Global I notes 
from freshmen year!) 

4. Geometry Regents 
5. Earth Science Regents or 

Chemistry Regents 

Junior Year  6. English Language Arts 
Regents 

7. U.S. History and 
Government Regents 

8. Algebra II Regents 
 
To receive a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation with Mastery in Math, 
the score on each of the 3 Regents exams in Mathematics must be 85 or better. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

12 

 

Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation 
with Mastery in Science 

Examination and Credit Requirements 
New York State Education Department—Updated June, 2013 

 

Freshmen Year  1. Biology Regents
2. Algebra I Regents 

23 Credits

 4 English Language 
Arts 

 4 Social Studies 

 3 Science 

 3 Mathematics 

 3 year sequence in 
a World Language 

 1 Visual Art/ 
Performing Art 

 2 Physical 
Education 

 0.50 Health 

 1.50 Electives 

 1 Community 
Service 

Sophomore Year  3. Global History and 
Geography Regents 
(Exam content covers 
freshmen and sophomore 
year material. Be sure to 
keep your Global I notes 
from freshmen year!) 

4. Geometry Regents 
5. Earth Science Regents or 

Chemistry Regents 

Junior Year  6. English Language Arts 
Regents 

7. U.S. History and 
Government Regents 

8. Algebra II Regents 
9. Chemistry Regents or 

Physics Regents 

 
To receive a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation with Mastery in 
Science, the score on each of the 3 Regents exams in Science must be 85 or 
better. 
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Achievement 

                               

 

Academic Achievement 

Student’s that achieve a certain average are eligible for High 

Honor Roll or Merit Roll. 

 

High Honor Roll 

90-105 overall grade point average 

 

Merit Roll 

80-89.99 overall grade point average 

 

Distinguished Student of the Month 

Each month, teachers will nominate a student from each grade 

for the BHS Distinguished Student Award.  One student per grade 

level will be selected and announced during the first week of 

each month.  The distinguished student will receive a BHS Bear 

Award and a letter from Mrs. French as to the reason for the 

honor.  A photo will be displayed in the High School lobby and 

posted on the High School’s homepage.  This award is based on a 

recommendation with specific examples:  outstanding school 

spirit, academic improvement, creative work, significant 

contribution/achievement to a club, sport, activity, leadership in 

community or school service, overcoming an adversity or 

obstacle, a kind gesture of act. 
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Extra Help 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teachers 

BHS Teachers are available for extra help in most cases from 2:20 to 3:00 in their 

offices or classrooms.  Teachers post extra help hours on their Blackboard 

website. 

 

National Honor Society (NHS) Tutors 

NHS tutors are 11
th

 and 12
th

 grade students who offer free tutoring services 

to any BHS student during the school day or after school (schedule 

permitting). 

 

Math Lab 

Math Lab, facilitated by a certified math teacher, is an individual or small 

group math help session offered during the school day.  Math Lab can be 

assigned to a student or be utilitized on an as needed basis to assess students 

needing help in math courses or for review. 

 

Writing Lab 

Writing Lab, facilitated by a certified English teacher, is an individual or small 

group English writing session offered every period of the school day.  Its main 

function is to assist students who may need help with English work, on essay 

review, or writing skill enforcement.  The Writing Lab can be assigned to a 

student or be utilitized on an as needed basis. 

 

CLEAR (Collaboration, Lunch, Extra help, Academic support, and Recreation) 

All students have a 30-minute CLEAR period built into their schedule to provide 

them with a designated free time to access these resources. Students may also 

study/work quietly in the Maresca and Library during this time. 
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What courses should I take? 

 

 

Teacher Recommendations 

Teachers make course recommendations, which are based on the prerequisite 

guidelines, located in the Quick Reference Guide or Course Description Guide 

(both located on the BHS website under “Counseling/Guidance Center” > 

“Course Selection”).  These recommendations are posted on the parent portal in 

February. These suggested placements are based on the student’s grades, 

classroom performance, and prerequisite courses.  A student may consult with 

his/her counselor regarding questions on course placement. 

 

Course Description Guide  

The Course Description Guide contains courses offered for the following 

school year, given sufficient enrollment and faculty availability.  It provides a 

brief description of each course as well as prerequisites for entry into the 

course.  This book is also very helpful in selecting elective classes.  It is 

available in the guidance office or on the BHS Counseling/Guidance Center 

website. 

 

Meeting with your counselor 

The first step in choosing courses is to discuss your course recommendations 

with your parents.  After speaking with your parents, confer with your 

teachers and counselor regarding selection and placement.  Choosing the 

appropriate courses can be overwhelming, but counselors and teachers are 

available to help you. Speak to your teacher or stop by the counseling office to 

set up a meeting. 

 

Criteria Review Process 

This process is for students that were not recommended for a particular class 

and would like an opportunity to be considered for placement in the course 

for a 5 week trial period.  This is an application process and each student must 

complete it in full.  Students should speak with their counselor to discuss the 

process and complete an applications. 
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Road Trip Nation 

Briarcliff High School elects to administer the Cluster Finder survey and Road Trip 

Nation, both of which are offered through Family Connection, our online program, 

during sophomore year. 

The survey is a tool that measures interests, not skills or abilities.  The results can help 

guide you toward rewarding careers, work activities, educational programs, and leisure 

activities – all based on your interests.  Remember that managing your career is not a 

one-time decision, but a series of decisions made over your lifetime. 
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NYS Regents Examinations 

What are they?  Regents examinations are comprehensive final 

examinations that gauge student achievement in particular state mandated 

secondary school courses.  Regents exams are administered at BHS in the 

following areas of study: English, Global History and Geography, US History 

and Government, Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Biology, Earth Science, 

Chemistry, and Physics. 

 

Who takes them?  Students enrolled in classes that have a 

corresponding Regents must sit for the exams.  Students may also retake a 

Regents exam if they wish to improve their score.  Students who wish to retake 

exams may do so, in August or January, if offered. The calculation of a student’s 

final grade will include all assignments and examinations deemed appropriate 

by the classroom teacher and assigned while a student is enrolled in the 

course. Students who retake a Regents examination may do so and have the 

higher exam grade reflected on their transcript. However, the score on this 

exam will have no bearing on the final grade received from the classroom 

teacher of the corresponding course. 

 

When do I take them?  Most students take Regents exams in June, 

however, Regents exams can also be taken in August and January. 

 

How do I sign up?  Students wishing to retake a Regents exam in August 

or January need to see their counselor to register. 

 

When do I get my score and how will it be used?  Students 

receive their grades within several days of sitting for the exam.  Regents count 

as final exams and normally make up 20% of the final course grade.  All 

students are required to pass specified Regents examinations in order to earn a 

high school diploma. 

 

Will the score appear on my transcript?  Yes. All Regents 

examination scores must be posted on the student’s transcript. 

   

How do I ensure that I will receive any special 

accommodations that I am entitled to?  Resource room 

teachers and the testing coordinator make all necessary arrangements 

regarding testing accommodations.  Consult with your counselor if you have 

questions. 
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Advanced Placement Examinations 

What are they?  AP exams are the final assessments used in college 

level Advanced Placement courses.  By earning a “qualifying” grade 

(usually 3 or higher out of 5), students may receive course credit or 

advanced placement at thousands of colleges worldwide.  Briarcliff 

currently offers AP courses in Calculus, Biology, Chemistry, 

Environmental Science, Physics, American History, European History, 

Human Geography, Macroeconomics, U.S. Government and Politics, 

World History, English, French, Latin, Spanish, Computer Science, and 

Studio Art. 

Who takes them?  Students who have earned acceptance into 

Advanced Placement courses must sit for the AP examination.  For 

details on specific course prerequisites, please refer to the Course 

Description Guide. 

When do I take them?  Exams are administered in May. 

How do I register?  Students receive a letter from the BHS AP 

coordinator.  When notified, students must bring in the exam 

registration to the testing coordinator. 

When do I get my score and how will it be used?  Students 

receive scores in July.  Scores are used by colleges to determine whether 

or not students should receive course credit or advanced placement. 

Will the score appear on my transcript?  No.  You are 

responsible for requesting your scores to be sent to colleges.  You will 

receive this information when you register for your AP exams. 

How do I ensure that I will receive any special 

accommodations that I am entitled to?  Students with 

documented disabilities must request accommodations from the 

College Board in advance of the test date.  The College Board 

determines eligibility, not BHS.  Eligibility forms can be obtained from 

your guidance counselor. 
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Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test 

National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 

(PSAT/NMSQT) 

 

What is it?  This test measures critical reading, verbal reasoning, math 

problem solving, and writing skills.  It assesses the ability to reason with facts 

and concepts rather than the ability to recall and recite them. 

 

Who takes it?  Students tend to think of the PSAT as practice for the SAT, 

and it does offer excellent practice for sophomores (optional).  For juniors 

(required), the test can determine their initial eligibility for entry into 

scholarship competitions, primarily through the National Merit Scholarship 

Corporation. 

 

When do I take it?  The test is generally scheduled on the 3
rd

 Saturday 

in October in the morning. The PSAT is administered to BHS students in the 

Briarcliff High School gymnasium. 

 

How do I sign up?  Students will receive information by mail from the 

BHS testing coordinator. Students must complete the PSAT paperwork and 

bring the registration fee to the testing coordinator when notified to do so. 

 

When do I get my score and how will it be used?  Score 

reports arrive at BHS in early December.  Score reports will be sent home at 

this time. 

 

Will the score appear on my transcript?  No.  The scores do 

not go to colleges unless you choose to share this information. 

 

How do I ensure that I will receive any special 

accommodations that I am entitled to?  Students with 

documented disabilities must request accommodations from the College Board 

in advance of the test date.  The College Board determines eligibility, not BHS.  

Eligibility forms can be obtained from your guidance counselor. 
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SAT 

What is it?  The SAT is a measure of one’s verbal and mathematical 

reasoning abilities which develop over time.  Student’s scores help 

colleges and scholarship programs compare one’s academic preparation 

and ability with those of more than two million students who take the 

SAT each year.  There are two sections- Evidence Based Reading and 

Writing and Mathematics. There is an optional essay section. 

 

When do I take it?  Juniors typically take the SAT in the spring 

(March or May).  Some juniors, however, may opt to take the SAT earlier 

(January).  Students may elect to retake them in the fall of their senior 

year (October or November). 

 

How do I sign up?  Students must register online at 

www.collegeboard.com. 

 

When do I get my scores and how will they be used?  

Scores are available online usually three weeks after the exam date. 

Scores will be mailed to students several weeks after sitting for the 

test.  Scores are used by colleges for admissions purposes and by 

scholarship programs to select recipients.  Students receive two scores- 

one for the Evidence Based Reading and Writing section and one for 

the math section.  Scores range from 200 to 800, with 800 being a perfect 

score. The optional essay is given a score between 2 and 8. 

 

Will the scores appear on my transcript?  No.  Colleges 

require that official scores be sent directly from the Educational 

Testing Service (ETS).  This is done online through the College Board. 

 

How do I ensure that I will receive any special 

accommodations that I am entitled to?  Students with 

documented disabilities must request accommodations from the 

College Board in advance of the test date.  The College Board 

determines eligibility, not BHS.  Eligibility forms can be obtained from 

your guidance counselor. 
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SAT Subject Tests 

What are they?  SAT Subject Tests are one hour long, primarily 

multiple choice tests that measure one’s knowledge and skills in 

particular subjects and one’s ability to apply that knowledge.  Many 

highly selective colleges recommend one or more (usually two) Subject 

Tests for admissions. 

 

Who takes them?  Confer with your teacher and counselor prior 

to registering for Subject Tests. 

 

When do I take them?  Subject Tests are normally taken in late 

spring. 

 

How do I sign up?  Students must register online at 

www.collegeboard.com. 

 

When do I get my score and how will it be used?  Scores 

are available online usually three weeks after the exam date.  Scores will 

be mailed to the student several weeks after sitting for the test. Scores 

are used by colleges for admissions purposes and by scholarship 

programs to select recipients.  Students receive one score between 200 

and 800, with 800 being a perfect score. 

 

Will the score appear on my transcript?  No.  Colleges 

require that official scores be sent directly from the Educational 

Testing Service (ETS).  This is done online through the College Board. 

 

How do I ensure that I will receive any special 

accommodations that I am entitled to?  Students with 

documented disabilities must request accommodations from the 

College Board in advance of the test date.  The College Board 

determines eligibility, not BHS.  Eligibility forms can be obtained from 

your guidance counselor. 
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American College Testing 

(ACT) 

 

What is it?  The ACT is a national college admissions examination.  It 

is designed to assess a high school student’s general educational 

development and one’s ability to complete college level work.  The ACT 

consists of 215 multiple-choice questions that measure skills in English, 

mathematics, reading, and science reasoning. 

 

When do I take it?  Juniors typically take the ACT in the spring 

(April or June).  Some juniors, however, may opt to take the ACT earlier 

(December or February).  Students may elect to retake them in the fall of 

their senior year (September or October). 

 

How do I sign up?  Students must register online at www.ACT.org. 

 

When do I get my score and how will it be used?  ACT 

scores are used by colleges for admissions purposes.  All colleges accept 

the ACT with Writing as a “standardized test.” The ACT has four 

sections; English, math, reading, and science. Each section is scored on 

a scale between 1 and 36. Those four scores are averaged together for 

one composite score between 1 and 36.  

 

Will the score appear on my transcript?  No.  Colleges 

require that official scores be sent directly from the Educational 

Testing Service (ETS).  

 

How do I ensure that I will receive any special 

accommodations that I am entitled to?  Students with 

documented disabilities must request accommodations from ACT in 

advance of the test date.  ACT determines eligibility, not BHS.  Eligibility 

forms can be obtained from your guidance counselor.	
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Briarcliff High School 
Daily Schedule 

Period 1 7:45‐8:28 

Period 2 8:31‐9:15 

Period 3 9:18‐10:01 

Period 4 10:04‐10:47 

Period 5A Class: 10:50‐11:33 
CLEAR: 11:33‐12:03 

Period 5B CLEAR: 10:47‐11:17 
Class: 11:17‐12:00 

Period 6 12:03‐12:46 

Period 7 12:49‐1:32 

Period 8 1:35‐2:18 

43 minute class and 30 minute CLEAR period 

Collaboration, Lunch, Extra Help, Academic Support, and Recreation

CLEAR A: 11:33‐12:03     CLEAR B: 10:47‐11:17 

General Dismissal Bus Departure:       2:23 PM
Activities Bus Departure:                       3:45 PM
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Why community service?  The New York State Compact for Learning states that "members of the 
community help children gain maturity and responsibility by affording them opportunities for service." 
Mandating community service each year provides opportunities for students to explore and develop career 
possibilities, discover relevance to school learned skills, and cultivate distinguishing factors on college 
applications. Community Service allows students to be contributing members of our community each year 
while discovering more about their own interests and talents. 

What constitutes community service?   Some examples of community service are organizing or working: 
 At a soup kitchen, food pantry or other charitable organizations and events 
 With the aged, the impoverished, the physically or developmentally disabled   
 At a community (including school, town) event for an important/needful cause 

In other words, community service is time volunteered which benefits those in need, a community, or its 
non-profit constituents.  Community service is not simply working (nor performing) without pay to benefit 
a for-profit business or company, helping your family or others, providing a service for people with the 
resources to help themselves, or training required for later employment.   
For example, it is not... 

 Acting as a receptionist for a family or other for-profit business 
 Walking the neighbor's dog and/or shopping and cleaning for the same. 
 Training or internship without pay at a commercial business. 

WHEN IN DOUBT, CONTACT THE COORDINATORS FOR CLARIFICATION AND APPROVAL 

How many hours are required?  Each student must complete 8 hours of community service per year, for 
each of four years.  One quarter (1/4) credit will be assigned to students each year, upon completion of their 
service, commencing with ninth grade.  This enables our students to experience the benefits of 
volunteerism all four years.  Therefore, you may not “pay forward”. 

Where can I get a form, and to whom do I submit? 
 Students must hand in a Service Log Sheet with verifying signatures of the Service Recipient and a 

parent/guardian to the Community Service Coordinators, Ms. Diane Guida (Junior/Senior) or Mrs. 
Diana Blank (Freshman/Sophomore).   

 Log Sheets are downloadable from this BHS website, Blackboard and/or from Mrs. Blank's office 
HS room #228.  

 Completed sheets can be turned in at any time during the year before the last day of classes in June 
to Mrs. Blank's office HS room #228. SENIORS MUST SUBMIT THEIR FORMS PRIOR TO 
LEAVING FOR INTERNSHIP. A Community Service grade of Pass or Fail will show on the 
year-end report card and transcript.  This service credit is a requirement of graduation.  

What do I do if I am having trouble figuring out what to do for community service? 
 Check the "Resources" section of the website, and open up "Community Service Opportunities" to 

see this update of the local agencies that are looking for help.  
 Click on one of the links to an on-line site that matches you with local organizations looking for help 

based on your interests and zip code. 
 Check the bulletin board outside of Mrs. Blank's room to find out about upcoming events.  
 Check your school email as the coordinators will frequently email opportunities as they arise in the 

community. 
 You may also mail Ms. Guida or Mrs. Blank to set up a time to meet.  There are always plenty of 

people and organizations seeking help. 
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