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TWENTY-SEVENTH
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

“If you have faith
the size of a
mustard seed,

you would say to
this mulberry tree,
‘Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,
and it would obey you.”
Luke 17:6




The Gift Of Faith

Faith is a gift. When the disciples asked Jesus to increase their faith, they were going to the source of that faith
with their request. God is the giver of all good gifts, including faith. When we put our faith in Christ, we
believe that God is with us, even though we cannot physically see God. Or can we? If we are attentive, we see
the evidence of God’s presence in the love of family and friends, care poured out in service of our neighbors,
the living beauty of creation. This is not blind faith, but rather is the result of seeing with the eyes of faith.
Followers of Jesus look beyond what is apparent to see what is possible with the power and presence of the

Holy Spirit within and among us.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Saints and Special Observances

Sunday: Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary

Time;

Respect Life Sunday
Tuesday: St. Francis of Assisi;

Yom Kippur (Jewish

Day of Atonement) begins at sunset
Wednesday: St. Faustina Kowalska;

Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos
Thursday: St. Bruno; Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher
Friday: Our Lady of the Rosary; First Friday
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary
Readings for the Week
Monday: Gal 1:6-12; Ps 111:1b-2, 7-9, 10c;

Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-15;

Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4
Thursday: Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-75; Lk 11:5-13
Friday: Gal 3:7-14; Ps 111:1b-6; Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-7; Lk 11:27-28
Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17; Ps 98:1-4; 2 Tm 2:8-13;

Lk 17:11-19
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Today’s Readings

First Reading — In spite of violence, destruction, and
ruin, the just person, because of faith, will live
(Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4).

Psalm — If today you hear his voice, harden not your
hearts (Psalm 95).

Second Reading — Bear hardship with the strength that
comes from God (2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14).

Gospel — Lord, increase our faith! (Luke 17:5-10).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All
rights reserved.

Prayer Of The Week

Almighty ever-living God,
who in the abundance of your kindness
surpass the merits and the desires of those who
entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us
to pardon what conscience dreads
and to give what prayer does not dare to ask.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:

How has God’s kindness surpassed what

I think I deserve?

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, ©
2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
All rights reserved. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc.



Treasures From Our Tradition

Sometimes human relationships go awry, but
Christ’s choice for us is irrevocable. In marriage
celebrations, the Church always recalls God’s
faithfulness to help prepare married couples for
enduring the inevitable rough spots. The Byzantine
liturgy does this by adorning the couple with crowns
that remind them of the martyr’s crown. The couple
therefore takes on a vocation of witnessing to the
sacredness of life in all of its suffering and joy, and
of keeping their eyes fixed on the banquet of heaven.
In Eastern theology, people have a liturgical
vocation to give God praise, and marriage fits within
that plan. It is not so much saying prayers that
counts, but becoming prayer. Interestingly, in this
liturgy the couple never utters a word other than
joining in the community’s chants; there are no
marriage vows as such. There is therefore not a hint
of our Western Christian sense that marriage is a
legal contract. Rather, it is all about living out one’s
baptismal vocation, embracing the cross, pouring
oneself out in love, and opening to the grace of the
Holy Spirit.

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Taking Care of Business

When we were kids, my brothers and sisters and I
thought that you were not supposed to say the bless-
ing before meals in a restaurant. You were not sup-
posed to flaunt your faith in public. It probably had
more to do with fear of being embarrassed if non-
believers saw us praying. I think of that when I hear
St. Paul telling Timothy, "God did not give us a spirit
of cowardice but rather of power and love and self-
control" (2 Timothy 1:7). All three readings mention
the difficulties that people of faith will encounter,
and each reading has its own way of facing those
hardships.

Jesus gives the practical advice: Look at the difficul-
ties of being a disciple as just part of your job. No
servant expects to be praised by his master for doing
his job. So if the Lord says I must forgive those who
hurt me, or be patient with customers, or share what I
have with the poor--no problem; it's part of the job of
a disciple. If someone I know is in pain, I'm there to
support them. Too tired to go to church after work on
a holy day? Just taking care of business.

So how do we get the strength and self-control to roll
with the punches? Paul reminds us in the second
reading to stir the gifts of the Spirit into flame. If you
take time to pray every day, if you look for God in
other people, if you see difficulties as your share of
the cross--you'll find those gifts of faith, power, love,
and self-control beginning to grow stronger inside.
We can trust that this is more than just wishful think-
ing by going to the first reading. When the prophet
cries out for help with the misery and violence in the
world, he hears God's promise that the vision (of
hope for deliverance) will be fulfilled even if it
seems to be delayed. We too hear that promise when
we start to get discouraged, for God's promise "will
not disappoint" (Habakkuk 2:3).

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

Practice What You Preach

Preach always; if necessary, use words.
—Attributed to St. Francis of Assisi

Well Read?

When the day of judgment comes, we shall not be
asked what we have read, but what we have done.
—Thomas a Kempis
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