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Positive impacts

+ Negative impacts

= Net result
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The migration balance sheet
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Short term — long term
Economic — political — social
Poverty — inequality



1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s

Positive view

Negative view

Carling, J (1996) International 
labour migration: Consequences 
for countries of origin. Oslo:
University of Oslo



1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s

Positive view

Negative view

‘perceptible shift towards a 
more positive view’
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UNDP (2009) Human 
Development Report 2009. 
Overcoming barriers: Human 
mobility and development. New 
York: UNDP
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Gamlen, A. (2010) ‘The new 
migration-and-development 
optimism’ Global Governance 
16(3): 415–422
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Gamlen, A. (2014) ‘The new 
migration-and-development 
pessimism’ Progress in Human 
Geography 138(4) 581–597
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Conditions

Prospects

Life aspirations

Desire for 
change

Carling & Talleraas 2016

Mechanisms
Life 
aspirations

Capacity 
to aspire

(Appadurai 2004)



Other 
responses

Conditions

Prospects

Desire for 
change

Migration 
aspirations

Mechanisms
Migration 
aspirations

Migration  
desires, wishes 
or intentions

(cf Carling and 
Schewel, under 
review)



Desire for 
change

Migration 
aspirations

Other 
responses

Migration infrastructure

Mechanisms
Migration 
infrastructure

‘systematically
interlinked 
technologies, 
institutions, 
and actors that 
facilitate and 
condition 
mobility’
(Xiang and 
Lindquist 2014)



Other 
responses

Migration infrastructure

Conditions

Prospects

Desire for 
change

Migration 
aspirations

Failed migration 
attemps

Involuntary 
immobility 

Migration 

Mechanisms
Involuntary 
immobility

Wishing to 
migrate but 
being unable 
to do so
(Carling 2002)

Migration 
infrastructure

‘systematically
interlinked 
technologies, 
institutions, 
and actors that 
facilitate and 
condition 
mobility’
(Xiang and 
Lindquist 2014)



Migration aspirations illustrated by the proportion of Gallup World Poll 
respondents who would prefer to move permanently to another country. 
Based on data reported in OECD (2015) for the period 2007-2013.

Carling and 
Schewel, 

under review
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Migration ability illustrated through a travel freedom index estimating 
the percentage of countries that a citizen of each country would be able 
to travel to, based on visa requirements and acceptance rates. 

Carling and 
Schewel, 

under review
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‘toxic context of high emotion and little knowledge’

Collier 2013



Challenge

• Voters want tough  
restrictions on 
immigration 

• Voters rally around 
migrants with whom 
they sympathize



— Agenda —

How can we keep 

(or kick) migrants out?

and

Make it seem as if it in 

their own interest

or

Make them seem 

undeserving of sympathy



— Agenda —

How can we keep 

(or kick) migrants out?

and

Make it seem as if it in 

their own interest

or

Make them seem 

undeserving of sympathy



emotion



emotion

Analyse the role of emotions 
in migration dynamics and 
migration policy-making

Be explicit about  the 
emotions (values) that 
inform our analysis

Identify dilemmas and 
that require emotionally 
informed judgement



www.prio.org/migration
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www.jorgencarling.org
@jorgencarling


