
This week the children will write a character description about Flat Stanley.
The children will write an introduction, write about Flat Stanley’s personality and 
appearance and will write a conclusion.

Lesson 1 - Flat Stanley’s Personality

Recap the story - the children sequence pictures from the story.  In the English pack you 
will find a sheet which your child can cut up to help them when sequencing the pictures.

Personality Quiz about themselves - this will create a wordbank and help the children to 
understand the meaning of the words.

Look back at the events in the pictures and think about what they tell us about Stanley’s 
personality.

Activity - Children to write words to describe Flat Stanley’s personality inside his body.  
The children will add to this plan tomorrow and then use it when writing their character 
description later in the week.



Last week in English, we read the story Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown.  
The pictures in the story were drawn by Scott Nash.

Have a look at these pictures.  They are not in the correct order.  Can you sort them so that 
they are in the order that they happened in the story? 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/14_lG9FOMAwWaN2MXOfQ4iyyYJHAkhKs3/preview


Check your work!



This week you will write a character description about Flat Stanley.  Today we are going to write 
about Stanley’s personality.
Here is part of a character description about another book character you have read about in Year 2.

The Rainbow Fish
Introduction
The Rainbow Fish is the main character in the book, The Rainbow Fish, written and illustrated by 
Marcus Pfister.  In the story The Rainbow Fish finds out that to make friends he needs to learn to 
share.

Personality
At the start of the story The Rainbow Fish is very vain because he thinks he is the best looking fish 
in the entire ocean.  The Rainbow Fish is selfish at the beginning of the story because he doesn’t 
want to share his beautiful scales.  The Rainbow Fish becomes a happy, friendly fish with lots of 
friends when he finally learns to share.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Jw-EPw658zJXdxdNwUVx8wG2uQgrMLUu/preview


To help us plan our character description we will use Role on the Wall.
On the inside of our picture of Flat Stanley we will write about his personality.
What does personality mean?
Personality means the qualities that make you different from others.

Let’s start by thinking 
about your personality!
Try the quiz on the next 
2 slides!  

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1jkL7BRGUiAwxVhFsEotidbJRG1NEgAQm/preview


How would you describe your personality? Write down the word or words 
you choose. You might find it helpful to talk to someone about which 
adjectives you choose and explain reasons why.

A. helpful
B. funny
C. cheerful
D. all of the above

Helpful Hint:
Flat Stanley was helpful 
because he rescued his 
mothers ring.  Are you 
helpful like Flat Stanley? 
Why?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1cIypK1PpONeeY2o0fWJM2NsJjicFfvbZ/preview


How would you describe your personality?

A. independent
B. brave
C. thoughtful
D. all of the above

Helpful Hint:
Flat Stanley was independent 
and brave because he went to 
California by himself in an 
envelope.  Are you 
independent?  Can you do 
things by yourself now that you 
are older?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1aeOJZNqvYhmjF7kXnAeZCLBN295Hqo93/preview


Can you think of other words to describe your personality?

helpful funny cheerful

independent brave thoughtful

caring imaginative         clever

likeable confident

Helpful Hint:
Flat Stanley was brave because 
he caught the museum thieves.  
Are you brave like Flat Stanley? 
Why do you think that?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1IL09gKIokLnPdKoj8peKwETL6DKtSP-W/preview


Now let’s think back to Flat Stanley.
What do these events tell us about Stanley’s personality?

Wordbank

helpful
cheerful
thoughtful
brave
funny
independent
likeable
caring 
imaginative
clever
confident

https://docs.google.com/file/d/196h8x_UUkqGOAoo0s0kj7wZQTK1g4uFn/preview


Activity: Write at least 5 words inside Flat Stanley 
to describe his personality.

Challenge: use ‘because’ to explain why you have 
chosen that word.

helpful because he 

rescued his mum’s 

sparkling, special 

ring

Wordbank

helpful
cheerful
thoughtful
brave
funny
independent
likeable
caring 
imaginative
clever
confident

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1fDz7MNt1tsKf8pHfD9csUz1CUvi7kA45/preview


This week the children will write a character description about Flat Stanley.
The children will write an introduction, write about Flat Stanley’s personality and 
appearance and will write a conclusion.

Lesson 2 - Flat Stanley’s appearance

Recap expanded noun phrases
Understand what the word appearance means

Activity - Children to write words to describe Flat Stanley’s appearance around his 
body.  The children will use this plan when writing their character description.



Character Description

Introduction
Paddington Bear is a children’s book written by Michael Bond and illustrated by Peggy Fortnam.  
It is a book that describes the hilarious adventures of a little bear who came from Peru.

Appearance
Paddington is a spectacled bear that came from South America.  Paddington wears a bright red, 
felt hat everyday on his head.  He wears a thick, blue coat which has three toggle buttons.  
Paddington carries a small, brown suitcase everywhere he goes that contains sweet, tangy 
marmalade sandwiches.

Today’s learning: We are going to describe 
Stanley’s appearance using expanded noun 
phrases.

Can you spot the 
expanded noun 
phrases?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1uNxVKG2KJRV01CFEF4dPbr2BAW99pmNN/preview


I wonder if you spotted…

bright red, felt hat

thick, blue coat which has three toggle buttons

small, brown suitcase that contains sweet, tangy marmalade sandwiches

adjective comma adjective noun

Remember you can extend 
your expanded noun 
phrases by using which or 
that.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1dc_DDCukHn6jGu7l-b1cfkAKlPR_GTZF/preview


Say or write expanded noun phrases to describe these objects that were in the story Flat Stanley.

kite ring noticeboard

Challenge
Extend your 
expanded noun 
phrases by using 
which or that.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1aTdDCLIqqrYu_-P8asx7cu9i5ySTDQsO/preview


What does appearance mean?
Appearance means what something or someone looks like.

Choose someone in your house and describe their appearance using expanded noun 
phrases.
You could think about:
The clothes they are wearing
The colour of their hair
The colour of their eyes

Example:
Thin, black glasses that my dad wears to help him read
clean, comfortable t-shirt
baggy , blue jeans
short, black hair
small, green eyes
friendly, cheerful smile which makes me feel happy when I see 
it 

 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1zet7v6Liu17taP_0vgkq5WZOJqVRLwgY/preview


Let’s look at a picture of Flat Stanley.  We are going to 
describe his appearance. Tell someone how you would 
describe each of these parts - 

hair
eyes
smile
jumper
trousers
shoes

Remember to use expanded noun phrases when you tell 
someone what he looks like!

Challenge
Extend your 
expanded noun 
phrases by using 
which or that.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ROpKVsbuk8l-0IgqX080tbg_pHW5d9jK/preview


Activity: Write at least 4 expanded noun phrases
around Flat Stanley to describe his appearance.

Remember you can describe his 

hair
eyes
smile
jumper
trousers
shoes

Add these expanded noun phrases to your picture of 
Stanley.

baggy, blue trousers 
which are soft and 
comfortable

Challenge
Extend your 
expanded noun 
phrases by using 
which or that.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1obvXVGTGUlOVlVdBoBeG4xPqWTWwSUiF/preview


This week the children will write a character description about Flat Stanley.
The children will write an introduction, write about Flat Stanley’s personality and 
appearance and will write a conclusion.

Lesson 3 - Writing the introduction

Today we are going to start writing our character description about Flat Stanley.  You may want 
to glue the picture of Flat Stanley at the top of your child’s piece of paper.

The children are shown an introduction to the book James and the Giant Peach and asked what 
information it tells them - name of book, name of author, one sentence about the main character 
and what happens to him 

The children answer questions about our book Flat Stanley to help them practise saying aloud 
what they will write.
What is the title?
Who is the author?
Who is the illustrator?
Who is the story about (the main character) and what important thing happens to him at 
the start of the story?

Activity - Children to write their introduction to Flat Stanley.



This is an introduction.  What does it tell the reader?

James Trotter is the main character in the exciting, funny story James 
and the Giant Peach.  The book was written by the famous author Roald 
Dahl.  It is about a poor, lonely orphan who goes on an amazing, 
incredible journey that changes his life forever.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BThF7HbTgFLOTOMdc9h1a0ZoMtgt7jOI/preview


Let’s see what information there is in this introduction.

James Trotter is the main 
character in the exciting, funny 
story James and the Giant 
Peach.  The book was written by 
the famous author Roald Dahl.  
It is about a poor, lonely orphan 
who goes on an amazing, 
incredible journey that changes 
his life forever.

The name of 
the author.

The name of 
the main 
character.

The name of 
the book.

1 sentence 
to say what 
the story 
is about.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1QTW_E8nb-2SKuofiH5_sWjbYtS3wSdoK/preview


Look at the front cover of our book.  
Tell someone the answers to these questions.  It will 
help if you answer these questions in sentences.

What is the title?

Who is the author?

Who is the illustrator?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1F2Nx5X_T9Xw9Vel0ct1iy40-T4gOLNsb/preview


What is the title?
The title of this book is Flat Stanley.  He is 
the main character.

Who is the author?
The author of Flat Stanley is Jeff Brown.

Who is the illustrator?
The illustrator of Flat Stanley is Scott Nash.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1X_uSnGVCx6QL_6_JTkmyJNyBzBukFGVb/preview


Now we need to think of 1 sentence to say what the story is about!  This can be quite 
tricky but I know you can do it! 
Tell someone who the story is about (the main character) and what important thing 
happens to him at the start of the story.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Zxnym0h2iHqFG8BnT8OV5IUHZlY4Orp9/preview


You might have said: 

The story is about Stanley who becomes flat when a bulletin board falls on top of him when he is 
sleeping.

Now we are going to work on improving our sentence by adding expanded noun phrases.

The funny, fictional story is about a young, cheerful boy called Stanley who becomes flat when a 
heavy, wooden bulletin board falls on top of him when he is sleeping.

Challenge: Can you remember what Mr Lambchop said Stanley was as flat as?  You could add that 
into your sentence

The funny, fictional story is about a young, cheerful boy called Stanley who becomes as flat as a 
pancake when a heavy, wooden bulletin board falls on top of him when he is sleeping.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/15msEDRc0dDS9SGoVH5p3jT8ZRui27c24/preview


Activity: Write an introduction about Flat Stanley.

When you are writing your introduction answer these questions:

What is the title?
Who is the author?
Who is the illustrator?
Who is the story about (the main character) and what important thing happens to him at 
the start of the story?

Remember
Write in sentences using capital letters and full stops. You might like to use your coloured pencils 
to help you.
Capital letters for people’s names e.g Jeff Brown

Challenge: Can you include expanded noun phrases e.g. amazing, clever author,  funny, fictional 
story

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1E9BEpsD3oBbBmG81fmvVpOKP_kICJiys/preview


This week the children will write a character description about Flat Stanley.
The children will write an introduction, write about Flat Stanley’s personality and 
appearance and will write a conclusion.

Lesson 4 - Writing about Flat Stanley’s personality and appearance

Today we are going to continue writing our character description about Flat Stanley.  You can 
continue this on from the introduction that you wrote in the previous lesson.

The children are shown a paragraph about Florence Nightingale and asked what information it 
tells them - colour of her hair, clothes she wears, what personality traits she has and how we 
know 

The children look back at their ‘Role on the Wall’ plans with their 4 words for Flat Stanley’s 
appearance and 5 words for Flat Stanley’s personality.
How can we change these notes into sentences?
What makes a good sentence?

Activity - Children to write their paragraphs to describe Flat Stanley’s personality and 
appearance using their notes.



Here are paragraphs about appearance and personality.  What do 
they tell the reader?

Florence Nightingale had short, brown hair and a kind face. She often wore a 
white, nurse’s apron and carried a bright, shining lamp.

Florence was a very brave and courageous person because she travelled far 
away from home to help people. I think Florence was an intelligent woman 
because she knew lots about medicine and helped train many nurses.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1FDeSxz3OJHP3a8sSX3LNy_cMoPm35pnP/preview


Let’s see what information there is in these paragraphs.

Florence Nightingale had short, brown 
hair and a kind face. She often wore a 
white, nurse’s apron and carried a bright, 
shining lamp.

Florence was a very brave and courageous 
person because she travelled far away 
from home to help people. I think 
Florence was an intelligent woman 
because she knew lots about medicine 
and helped train many nurses.

Personality 
traits.

The length, 
style and/or 
colour of hair.The colour, 

style or type 
of clothing 
worn.

Examples 
of when 
those 
personality 
traits are 
shown.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1qU_fk7S8mnbcH1whbHIrylH9IFu7urQO/preview


Look back at your ‘Role on the Wall’ from lessons 1 
and 2.  Hopefully you have something like this with 4 
words to describe Flat Stanley’s appearance and 5 
words to describe Flat Stanley’s personality.  

You may have extended adjectives into expanded 
noun phrases and you may have explained where a 
personality trait was shown using ‘because’.

Tell someone the answers to these questions.  It will 
help if you answer these questions in full sentences.

What does Flat Stanley wear?
What is Flat Stanley’s hair like?
What sort of personality does Flat Stanley have?
How do you know this?

baggy, blue 
trousers which 
are soft and 
comfortable

brave

independent

cheerful
confident

short, blonde 
hair

rosy, 
freckled 
cheeks

red and 
white, stripy 
top

laced, 
sporty 
shoes

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1nXOHSEmdeBqeKtaUFmYEOQy_K50GZEe9/preview


A helpful way to lay out our character description about Flat Stanley is to use 
paragraphs.

A paragraph is a collection of sentences.

Paragraphs are used in writing to introduce new sections of a story, characters or 
pieces of information.

Paragraphs help readers to enjoy what has been written because they break text up 
into easy-to-read sections.

Watch this short clip to learn about what paragraphs are and why we need to 
use them in our writing.

You wrote your first paragraph yesterday for your introduction.  Your introduction
was a collection of sentences that told the reader the title, author, illustrator, main 
character and main idea of the story.

Top Tip!

Remember paragraphs are 
useful to you as the writer, as 
well as the reader. They help 
you to organise your ideas and 
can make your writing flow 
better, so it is easier to read.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/11AAAq0HL85UhicUJn87aK16H2Zwg5r8P/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/13565ZwsKNGHjEn1Np3ETjWsyX1ne7SvI/preview


Character Description

The hilarious book Flat Stanley was written by Jeff Brown and illustrated by Scott Nash.  This 

funny, fictional story is about a young, cheerful boy called Stanley who becomes as flat as a 

pancake when a heavy, wooden bulletin board falls on top of him when he is sleeping.

Paragraph 1 
Introduction

Before we start our second 
paragraph about Flat 
Stanley’s appearance, let’s 
look back at our notes and 
use our word bank to help us.  
Remember, the appearance 
words are the words written 
around the outside of Flat 
Stanley’s picture.

baggy, blue 
trousers 
which are 
soft and 
comfortable

Short, 
blonde 
hair

Red and 
white, 
stripy 
top

Laced, 
sporty 
shoes

Rosy, 
freckled 
cheeks

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1fu1232VRSIzxY-1_wnyZ5uupwYv-461F/preview


What makes good writing?

Full stops

Capital letters

Conjunctions

Exclamation marks

Neat, cursive handwriting

Spelling

Sounding out words

Finger spaces

Expanded noun 
phrases

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1CwD21RNz3mawhA0ZmXyUgb5RHhX2MLqr/preview


We now need to use our notes and change them into sentences.
When we are writing we use many different skills.
 
Here's a checklist for things to think about before you start writing:
 
choosing one of your notes to write about
thinking about what to say and how to write it
forming your letters correctly
using the correct punctuation and grammar
spelling words correctly
checking your writing so it all makes sense

For example, I’m going to choose my note “short, blonde hair” to start with.  I will 
think about how to put this into a sentence and then I’ll say it out loud...Flat 
Stanley has short, blonde hair.  That’s a sentence!  I could extend that sentence 
to include another note.  Flat Stanley has short, blonde hair which frames his 
happy, friendly face.  Then you can choose your next note to turn into a 
sentence.  Remember to say it out loud before writing!  Flat Stanley wears a red 
and white, stripy top with baggy, blue trousers which are soft and 
comfortable.  He wears laced, sporty shoes too which are perfect to go on 
adventures in!

Have a go with your “Role on the Wall” notes and write your own paragraph about 
Flat Stanley’s appearance before we move on!  Feel free to keep looking back at 
the checklist as you write to support you.

baggy, blue 
trousers 
which are 
soft and 
comfortable

Short, 
blonde 
hair

Red and 
white, 
stripy 
top

Laced, 
sporty 
shoes

Happy, 
friendly 
face

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1eg-J5veeKZFSOJxt0bHFpRxlmj_EYRlp/preview


brave
independent

cheerful
confident

Before we start our third 
paragraph about Flat Stanley’s 
personality, let’s look back at 
our notes and use our word 
bank to help us.  Remember, 
the personality words are the 
words written on the inside of 
Flat Stanley’s picture.

Again, we now need to use our notes and change them 
into sentences.  
When we are writing we use many different skills.
 
Here's a checklist for things to think about before you 
start writing:
 
choosing one of your notes to write about
thinking about what to say and how to write it
forming your letters correctly
using the correct punctuation and grammar
spelling words correctly
checking your writing so it all makes sense

For example, I’m going to choose my note “helpful” to start with.  I will think about 
how to put this into a sentence and then I’ll say it out loud...Flat Stanley was helpful 
because he rescued his mothers ring.  That’s a sentence!  I could make that 
sentence even better by including an expanded noun phrase.  Flat Stanley was helpful 
because he rescued his mothers sparkling, special ring. Then you can choose your 
next note to turn into a sentence.  Remember to say it out loud before writing!  Flat 
Stanley was independent and brave because he went to California by himself in an 
envelope!

Have a go with your “Role on the Wall” notes and write your own paragraph about Flat 
Stanley’s personality. Remember to leave a line after your previous paragraph.  Feel 
free to keep looking back at the checklist as you write to support you.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/14847U4OlQAm31AuXxR41Z2RvB_DlaBnl/preview


This week the children will write a character description about Flat Stanley.
The children will write an introduction, write about Flat Stanley’s personality and appearance and 
will write a conclusion.

Lesson 5 - Writing a conclusion for our Flat Stanley character description

Today we are going to continue writing our character description about Flat Stanley.  You can 
continue this on from the introduction, appearance and personality that you have written in the 
previous 2 lessons.

The children will answer these questions:
Do you like the character? Why?
Is the character similar to another book character you know?
Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why?

Challenge
Can you ask a question to end your conclusion?

Activity - Children to write their conclusion and proofread their work.



Today we you are going to write a conclusion.  This means you are going to 
write an ending for your character description.  Here are some questions 
you could answer.

Do you like the character? Why?

Is the character similar to another book character you know?

Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why?

Challenge
Can you ask a question to end your conclusion?

As you work your way through the questions on the next 4 slides you 
might jot down some notes or ideas that will help you when you write 
your conclusion paragraph.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1_O2YuPTS3iAqhVM6D41KsfRXKiUCcqHB/preview


Do you like the character? Why?  Explain your answer out loud. Wordbank

helpful
cheerful
thoughtful
brave
funny
independent
likeable
caring 
imaginative
clever
confident

I like the character Flat Stanley because he is brave and independent which sets him off on adventures.

I like the character Flat Stanley because he is cheerful and helpful which makes others like him.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1jWqMDMNt43Vb5A4o_1uR7N3-5_ydyw3l/preview


Is the character similar to another book character you know? Discuss out loud.

helpful

cheerful

thoughtful

brave

funny

independent

caring imaginative

confident

clever

likeable

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1LPwjnh6qzoJ67S5Ksx7_HeFYJpo3XOj9/preview


Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why?

Imagine that you are trying to persuade your friend to read this story.

Can you think of three really good reasons?

● You could use 'because' to explain your reason

Is it exciting? 
When?

Is it funny? When?

Does it make you want to read on 
to find out what happens next?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1YMf_8rplaCZom8Gz7-QIbgR9OCkcyTc6/preview


Challenge
Can you ask a question to end your conclusion?

Questions are sentences which ask something. When we write a question, we 
should put a question mark (?) at the end of the sentence.

 

Watch this short video to learn more about question marks.

Can you think of a question that you could ask at the end of your conclusion?

Here’s mine:

What adventures would you go on if you were flat?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/11jLhuuP9svA-bwmLV9RNIGBkpUl8_Yyp/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1y5rHG3KUJSBX9wpf5ta1ClC3jyShwJtd/preview


I really enjoyed reading Flat Stanley with my class and I know my friends would love it too!  I like the 

character Flat Stanley because he is brave and independent which sets him off on adventures.  He is also 

cheerful and helpful which makes others like him.  He is similar to the character Mouse from The Gruffalo 

because he is also brave when he walks through the forest.  The character Harry Potter is similar to Flat 

Stanley too because he is independent and goes on adventures!  I would recommend this book to a friend 

because it is exciting when he is trying to catch the sneak thieves.  If I woke up one morning and I was flat my 

favourite thing to do would be to slide under doors.  What adventure would you go on if you were flat?

Paragraph 4 
Conclusion

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1gegsfVsebgS4SRXJw6f_B_RzLGBh11jZ/preview


Before you upload your character description, proofread it.

Proofreading is when you check your writing to make sure that it makes sense.

You read what you have written carefully and look out for any mistakes.

Mistakes can be things like:

● missing or extra punctuation
● spelling mistakes
● incorrect tenses
● missing or extra words

In this Teacher Talk, Mr Smith explains all about how to proofread.

Listen carefully and join in with the activities!

  

Now over to you.  Proof-read your Character Description about Flat Stanley and make any revisions necessary.  E.g. Have 
you used capital letters at the start of each sentence and also for people’s names?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/11UcuKH8AlL2L55zkIJSLK6guPGKTNXVF/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1FQmqYl7BZB23GCLm7r-Ppc7Ivc-y74UJ/preview

