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Current Issues Series
2 Parts

What Role Should 
the U.S. Have in 

Afghanistan?

Essential 

Question

The United States in Afghanistan Unit

Student Text 

Teacher 

Resource Book



Part I: Provides a brief overview of the geography, people and the 
history of Afghanistan.  It includes regions of Afghanistan, the role 
of Islam, the Durand Line, and the Soviet invasion. 

Part II:  Looks at life in Afghanistan from the Soviet invasion until 
the Taliban.  It takes students up to 9/11/01.  Carter and Brezhnev 
letters are found here.

Part III: Provides information on Afghanistan and Pakistan after 
9/11/01. It discusses Obama’s strategy and the major challenges 
facing the region today, including economic development, 
democracy-building, and the drone war.  

Student Readings



Teacher Resource Book

Support Materials

 Reading Strategies and 
Suggestions

 Key Terms

 Issues Toolbox

 Integration Tips

 Two Levels of Study Guides



•Map Interpretation Skills

•Visual Literacy

Geography  of  
Afghanistan 

•Visual Literacy Skills
Looking at 

Afghanistan 

•Point of View

• Persuasive Techniques

• Critical Thinking 

Life Under the 
Taliban 

•Document Analysis
The Cold War and 

Soviet Invasion

•Critical Thinking

•Collaboration

•and Much More

Options Role Play 
Activity 

•Media Literacy

•Critical ThinkingThe Costs of War 

•Global Awareness
Voices from 
Afghanistan 

Skills Highlighted in Lessons Found in TRB



1. The Geography of Afghanistan

 SKILLS:  Map Interpretation, 
Drawing Conclusions

 Draws on both human and 
physical characteristics of the 
place. 

Focus question:  How has the geography of 

Afghanistan impacted its history?



2. Looking at Afghanistan

 SKILLS:  Prediction Skills, Visual Literacy



3. Life Under the Taliban 

 SKILLS:

 Point of View 

 Persuasive 
Techniques 

 Critical 
Thinking 



4. The Cold War and the Soviet Invasion 

 SKILLS: Primary Source Document Analysis, 
Rhetoric Analysis



5. Options Role Play



OPTIONS ROLE PLAY:  What should the role of the 
U.S. be in Afghanistan?

Objective:

To analyze the current debate on U.S     
policy towards Afghanistan, evaluate  
options, and understand the values that 
support each option.

Students are assigned to one of the following:

4 Options Groups:

• Option 1:  Fight and Defeat the Taliban

• Option 2:  Target Al Qaeda

• Option 3:  Promote Security by 
Supporting Democracy

• Option 4:  Withdraw Our Troops Now

Group #5: U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations



What is an Option?

 .

http://www.choices.edu/resources/tools.php

http://www.choices.edu/resources/tools.php


Group 5: Senate Committee

The Senate asks 
each group 

pointed, clarifying 
questions. 



How Does the Options Role Play Work?

 Each group makes a 3-5 
minute presentation.

 Senate asks at least 2 
questions of each group.

 Decide when others can 
ask questions.

 After all 4 groups 
present, students enter 
into a deliberative 
dialogue.



Concluding Activity

Creating Your Option 5

Students create and express 
their own policy, based on their 
own articulated values. 

Students may draw from 
original options or develop an 
original view based on the work 
they have done.



6. The Cost of War 

 SKILLS: Civic Literacy, Media Literacy,  Critical 
Thinking



7. Voices from Afghanistan

 SKILLS: Global Awareness, Point of View



Adaptability of Units

You Control the Information 
Given to Students

 Values & Beliefs

 Action Steps 

 Supporting Arguments

 Excerpts from (Historical) 
Records 

 Scholars Online



Supplemental Page for Each Unit

,

Supplemental Materials for Each Unit



Bring Scholars to Your Classroom

Use to: 

 Introduce the unit

 Expand, deepen or 
reinforce concepts

 Advanced assignments

 Your own professional 
development 

Organized by 
Student Readings & Lessons

Coming Soon: Look for Scholars Online 

to be embedded in E-books!



Scholars Online Participants

Jennifer Fluri
Geographer
Dartmouth College

Ben Hopkins
Historian
George Washington University

Paula Newburg
Diplomat
Georgetown University

What was the 
effect of the 

Soviet 
occupation?

What are the most 
common 

misperceptions 
about Afghanistan?

Mark Garrison
Former Deputy Ambassador at Soviet 
Embassy during Soviet Invasion.

David Edwards
Anthropologist
Williams College



Scholars Online



Teaching with the News



Approach of Units

Hint 

Use 
Scholars 
Online 

&
Teaching With 

the News!

Introduce the Issue and its 
Historical Background

Analyze the Issue, Policy 
Options and Values and 
Conduct Role Play

Students Articulate Their Own 
Option or Reflect on the 
Significance of Decisions Made



Unit Outcomes

 The geography and history of Afghanistan;

 How the death of Bin Laden affected U.S. 
policy;

 How the U.S. presence in Afghanistan might 
impact security in the region; and

 Selected critical issues surrounding Pakistan 
and how they relate to the U.S. role in the 
region.

Students will walk away with an 
understanding of:



Students will have a more informed answer to the central question:

What role should 
the U.S. have in 

Afghanistan?



Education About Asia 
Magazine 

www.aasianst.org/EAA/index.htm

Fall 2012 issue:
Afghanistan: Multidisciplinary Perspectives 

Best maps 
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/asia.html



Online “Curriculum”

Explores the geopolitical and 
cultural heritage of Afghanistan 
through the lens of Humanities

 Timelines

 Bibliographies

*Must go to the “About” section for 
the excellent Asia Society lessons!

www.afghanistan.asiasociety.org/



The Basics 

Destiny Disrupted: A History of 
the World Through Islamic Eyes

by Tamim Ansary

Afghanistan: A Cultural and Political 
History 

by Thomas Barfield, Boston University



Pakistan Resource

Council on Foreign Relations: A Crisis Guide to Pakistan

www.cfr.org/interactives/CG_Pakistan/index.html

 History, timelines, videos 
and possible future 
scenarios.   

 Comprehensive



News-sponsored Lessons

The Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq:  
Teaching Resources and Essential Questions

New York Times
www.learning.blogs.nytimes.co
m/2010/07/06/the-wars-in-
afghanistan-and-iraq-teaching-
resources-and-essential-
questions/

PBS News Hour
www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/t
eachers/lessonplans/world/afgh
anistan_overview_10-06.html



Creating a Visual Sense of “Place”

Words
Afghan Women’s Writing Project 
Online Magazine 
www.awwproject.org

The Places in Between
by Rory Stewart
Now a British MP, see his TED talk. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwU8eavPInw

An Unexpected Light: Travels in 
Afghanistan
by Jason Elliott

Images

Williams College Media Project    
www.contentdm.williams.edu/wamp/

Afghanistan: A Year in Photos 
www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/12/13/
afghanistan_2010_a_year_in_photos

A Darkness Visible 
www.adarknessvisible.com



Documentaries and Movies

Frontline

www.pbs.org/frontline/kill-capture  

looks at the U.S.’s "Kill/Capture" 
program's impact and its costs.

www.pbs.org/frontline/fighting-
for-bin-laden

discusses the general fight 
against the Taliban and Al 
Qaeda.

Commercial Movies

Afghan Star

Kabul Transit

Both films show slices of “normal“  
life.  Available on Netflix.



Introducing Afghanistan to Students

Why is it important to learn 
about Afghanistan?



The importance of teaching about Afghanistan

 Human Costs

 Financial Costs

 Knowing history, culture, geopolitics, of a 
society is important in foreign policy decisions.



What are our student perceptions of 
Afghanistan?



“Looking at Afghanistan”
The Importance  of Place



you will need: 

internet, computers or iPads

“Looking at Afghanistan” Optional Lesson, TRB 14

http://choices.edu/afghanistanmaterials

Looking at Afghanistan



Abbreviated “Looking at Afghanistan”

View the images. Choose one image that catches your 
attention.

Analyze the image by filling out the questions on the 
handout.

What questions would you ask your students for your 
subject area?



Thank you and best of luck! 

Rebekah Nesbitt

Lakewood High School

rnesbitt@jeffco.k12.co.us


