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Author’s Preface

This paper was begun as an overview for a book I was intending to write on “secret
societies” within the Theosophical movement (including Adyar, Point Loma, ULT,
Steiner, and others).

Readers should note that the paper was written in 1992, and that I now have vastly
more material on its contents (especially related to the Egyptian Rite) so that the
paper requires substantial revision (although not correction, since nothing I wrote in
the paper has been shown to be inaccurate) and expansion. Likewise, the
bibliography requires considerable expansion and up-dating.

I was recently asked to make this paper available, and, not foreseeing being able to
update and expand it in the near future, I decided to make it available in its original,
albeit incomplete, form.

Appended to this paper is a summary of the history of the Egyptian Rite written many
years later than the original work.

I am especially grateful my late friend and colleague, Dr John Cooper, who provided
advice on the paper, and made available material from his vast archive of material
on Theosophical history, most of which is now in the National Library of Australia:
http://www.nla.gov.au/selected-library-collections/john-cooper-theosophy-collection

Dr. Gregory Tillett

10 May, 2013
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The Egyptian Rite

Dr Gregory Tillett

In part to compensate for the de-esotericization of the US under Mrs Besant’s Krishnamurti
enthusiasm, Leadbeater developed a new esoteric organization designed to be the most secret,
the most exclusive and the most powerful occult group in the world.  He gathered together a
group of girls from the Dutch East Indies, chosen by Leadbeater during one of his visits to
Java: Paula Hamerster (daughter of Albertus Hamerster, Co-mason and Liberal Catholic
priest), Hilda and Eleanora van der Stok (daughters of J.E. van der Stok), Lillie van Thiel
(daughter of Matthias van Thiel, Co-mason and Liberal Catholic priest), Marietje and Leoni
van Gulik and Hannie Vreede (daughter of Adrian Vreede, Co-mason and Liberal Catholic
priest). The girls were sent to The Manor by their parents, willingly or otherwise, in 1927-8,
and remained there with Leadbeater until he moved to settle permanently at Adyar early in
1929.  They were known as “The Seven Virgins of Java”, and were related in Leadbeater’s
scheme of things to the World Mother, who would manifest her special force through them, to
the powers behind the LCC and Co-Masonry, and to the still-surviving idea of the World
Teacher. The girls were treated as having particular occult status, given blue robes and opal
rings, opals being associated in Leadbeater’s occultism with the World Mother.1

The girls were all trained in Co-Masonry, and rigidly drilled in ceremonial by Leadbeater’s
secretary, Miss Maddox.  Eventually, despite their youthful years, they were all elevated by
Leadbeater to the highest grade of Masonry, the 33rd Degree, and were all made members of
the ES.  They were to be involved in the establishment of the “Egyptian Rite of Ancient
Freemasonry”, which remains a secret inner group with the TS (although now known as the
“Egyptian Rite of the Ancient Mysteries”).  Potential members were required to be members
of the TS and the ES, and to be Co-Masons, although these requirements seem to have ben
liberalized in recent times. Although the Egyptian Rite (or ER, as it as came to be known)
now has few members, it continues to work throughout the Theosophical world.

Leadbeater planned that the ER would draw together the angels associated with Church
ceremonial, and those of Co-Masonic working, and in this he claimed the encouragement and
inspiration of the Master The Count, who assisted in the drafting of the rituals.  The rituals
were originally compiled by Wedgwood, since he was said to have a special relationship with
The Count.2 However, Leadbeater did not like the results, and submitted them to Arundale for
revision.   The final work was said to constitute “the most powerful occult ritual in the world”,
and the seven girls were kept busy rehearsing their parts in it to ensure that they were perfect
for the day when the ER could be inaugurated in the Co-Masonic Temple at Adyar.  This was
done in 1929, after the ES had been re-opened.  A formal charter for the ER was issued by the
Sovereign Sanctuary of the Rite of Memphis at Palermo (Italy) which was, at the time,

1 The General Episcopal Synod of the Liberal Catholic Church recently approved the placing of “consecrated
opals” on altars of Our Lady.
2 There is an interesting example of history repeating itself here. In 1912, Mrs Besant, together with James
Wedgwood and Marie Russak, established a new esoteric group within the TS: The Temple of the Rosy Cross.  It
was a ritualistic group concerned with ceremonial and symbolism, and with an adventist theme.  Mrs Besant
claimed the ritual had been composed under inspiration from the Master the Count; the more mundane author
was Wedgwood.  The Temple was closed down eventually by a direction from the Master the Count via
Leadbeater; Leadbeater had never approved of the Temple.



controlled by a Theosophist, Reginald Gambier Macbean (1859-1942), who had become
Grand Master in July, 1921 while serving as the British Consul for Sicily.  Macbean,
originally a 33rd degree Masonic of the French jurisdiction, had become a Comason, and had
admitted Leadbeater, Wedgwood, George Arundale, Oscar Kollerstrom and Jinarajadasa to
the Rite of Memphis. When the Palermo Sanctuary was suppressed by Mussolini, Macbean
transferred his rights in it to those five brethren.

The published ER Ritual was formally issued on Christmas Day, 1931, bearing the imprimatur
of Mrs Besant as Grand Master.3 It contained a solemn warning from Arundale, as Grand
Secretary, that the ritual was the property of the “S.S.” (presumably the “Sovereign
Sanctuary”) and “must be returned on demand and provision must be made for the return on
the death of the member”.  When not in actual use, the Ritual should be kept under lock and
key. Admission was to be by invitation only; “an application would ipso facto disqualify the
individual making it.” The degrees of the ER were largely based on At The Feet of the
Master. Subsequent rituals were issued for Temple of the Rose and the Cross, the Outer
Temple or Temple of the Dawn, and the Inner Temple or Temple of the Star, together with a
volume of rituals for use at meetings when initiations were not being performed.

The Temple of the Quest ritual “may be regarded as a dramatization of the true functions of
the various principles and bodies, so externalized that, as in a mystic mirror, the individual
sees himself as he is destined to become.” The Temple required eleven officers: Voluntas (the
Master), Sapientia, Artifex, Mente, Astra, Etha, Ardua (the Guardian outside the door),
Angelus, Agni, Scriba and Rector (the Master of Ceremonies), each with an identifying
symbol (for example, Voluntas has the lion, Sapientia the elephant, Scriba a book). Voluntas
presides in the East, with a portrait of the Hierophant above him under a Blazing Star. Various
Masonic symbols are used: for example, a cube of white marble on the altar, the investitute of
candidates with an apron. The ER apron is, effectively, that illustrated in Leadbeater’s The
Hidden Life in Freemasonry with some modifications (for example, the hieroglyphs at the
apex of the triangle are replaced by the letters INRI).

Candidates in the Temple of the Quest approached initiation by stating: ‘I am a wanderer in
darkness. I seek the Light”, and then took an oath on a copy of At The Feet of the Master.
The charge to the candidate declared that he had been “baptized in the power of the Seven
Fires and of the One.”

Various “mystic words” were communicated to candidates in the different degrees: for
example, in the First Stage the word was Vir (= vita igne renovator), in the Second Fas (=
forma animae serva) and Via (= vehimur in atum), and in the Third Stage Vita (= voluntas
intus transformatur amore). Likewise, various mystic signs were communicated to the
candidate: for example, the Sign of Order (the right hand on the heart). Some of the ritual
suggested influence from outside Theosophy and traditional Freemasonry. As French notes,
the ”Sign of the Blazing Star” in the Egyptian Rite (Temple of the Rose and the Cross) is
traced in the same way as the “Invoking Fire Pentagram (for Aries) of the Hermetic Order of
the Golden Dawn.

As in Freemasonry, the Third Stage represented death and resurrection. The candidate was
solemnly dedicated with the words:

3 The Egyptian Rite of the Ancient Mysteries. Temple of the Quest, Issued under the Authority of the
Sovereign Sanctuary of the Egyptian Rite of the Ancient Mysteries, Adyar, 1932.



Into a body growing pure and strong,
Into emotions growing calm and selfless,
Into a mind learning to chose the noble and the true,
Descend, O King of my life,
My Higher Self, and use them to thy purpose,
The service of THE KING.
O Hierophant of our Rite,
Lord of Will and Light and Life,
Upon this my solemn dedication
I pray Thy Gracious Blessing.

The candidate having left the Temple, lights are extinguished and the candidate brought back
in as the Prelude to the 3rd act of Wagner’s Tristan and Isolde is played on the organ, and is
asked: “Are you ready to tread the Way of Death and Renunciation?” After the conclusion of
the initiation, a hymn is sung:

O Lord of our Rite
Thy soldier we are.
We fight for the Right,
We follow Thy Star.
O come ye, O come ye, all children of Light,
And worship His Wisdom, His Love and His Might.

A further hymn, varying a traditional Christian hymn, concludes the meeting:

Soldiers of the Starlight, Onward to the fray
With the Star Triumphant showing us the Way.

By the time the candidate completes the three stages of the Temple of the Quest – Fire, Form
and  Life - he should be on Probation. He is then ready to advance to the fourth stage, the
Temple of the Rose and the Cross.  Once accepted as the chela of a Master he can go on to the
fifth stage, the Outer Temple or Temple of the Dawn, followed by the sixth stage, the Inner
Temple or Temple of the Star. The sixth stage is

The entry into the Inner Temple itself, the Temple of the Star, the service of which is restricted
to members of the Great Brotherhood of Light – from the youngest Initiate to the Masters,
Lords, Princes, Rulers of Light; nay, to the very King Himself. These are the Brothers of
Light.

These are the degrees to be worked by the members, and above them is the seventh stage, the
Sovereign Sanctuary of the Masters of the Light, the governing body of the ER (originally
Besant, Arundale and Leadbeater).  Beyond that is the Great Hierarchy.  It was emphasized
that the ES was mainly for young people, and that wherever possible all the officers should be
young people; with the passage of time and the disappearance of young people from the TS
generally, it can be presumed that this is no longer the case.

Leadbeater also used the ER as a vehicle for his interest in “work for the World Mother”.  The
esoteric “work for the World Mother” was initiated by Leadbeater in an inner group of
members of the ES in Sydney in 1925.



Leadbeater also sought to establish a further esoteric group: a feminine equivalent of the
Christian Religion for the revival of ancient womens mysteries. He claimed that a form of
“apostolic succession” from the World Mother was transmitted through him to four young
women among the “Seven Virgins of Java” whom he “consecrated” as the female equivalents
in this feminine religion of bishops in the masculine Christianity.  Jinarajadasa commented in
an ES document of 1948

Though the original four consecrated by the Holy Mother have lost interest in the work,
nevertheless the succession given to them has been passed on, though for the moment it
remains in abeyance.4

And Jinarajadasa foreshadows

a secret organization confined to women only, working through one or more rituals under
their officers, which the World Mother will use as a special channel of Her forces for the
world.  Such a secret organization will not be confined to women of one race or faith only; it
will be for all women, provided they qualify themselves, as is the case with all secret
organizations.  If such a ritual body is to be Her channel, it must begin with those on whom
She has conferred her “apostolic succession”....When those who have the “succession”
inform me that they have begun the work, then will be time to make an announcement to the
E.S.5

On September 20, 1933, Annie Besant died.  Leadbeater succeeded her both as OH of the ES
and as GM of the Egyptian Rite.  George Arundale followed Besant as PTS.  Following
Leadbeater’s death on February 29, 1934, Jinarajadasa succeeded as OH of the ES and George
Arundale as GM of the ER, having received a document signed by Leadbeater from Perth:
“Dying here I consecrate you as Grand Master of the Egyptian Rite of Ancient Freemasonry.”
Jinarajadasa was succeeded as OH by N. Sri Ram (who was also PTS), who was succeeded by
I.K. Taimni, and thence Radha Burnier (who subsequently became, and is, PTS).  Some
rivalry existed over succession within the ER; it was claimed by Rukmini Devi Arundale, by
N Sri Ram and (from him) by Radha Burnier.

Sri Ram sent a circular to all members of the 4th, 5th and 6th stages in April, 1954, declaring
that in future those admitted above the 3rd stage “should not be presumed to be necessarily in
the Occult stages to which these stages of the Egyptian Rite may be said to correspond.” Sri
Ram made certain modifications to the ritual to reflect this change. The question asked of a
candidate for admission to the Inner Court was amended from:

In the Inner Court you have sought earnestly and served truly, winning the recognition of a
Lord of Light. Will you, in this Inner Court, strive with all your heart to deserve Acceptance at
His hands?

to

In the Inner Court you have sought earnestly and served truly. Will you, in this Inner Court,
strive with all your heart to serve the Lord of Light whom you deserve to follow?

4 C. Jinarajadasa, Work for the World Mother, privately printed, Adyar, 1948:6

5 ibid:23



Burnier, exercising her control over the Rite, closed down all but the Temple of the Quest.

A curious by-way of ES/ER history occurred in 1934, shortly after Leadbeater’s death.
Captain Herbrand Williams, an eminent member of the TS, a priest of the LCC, a Co-Mason,
and a member of the ES and the ER, announced that he had been given instructions about the
future of the ES and ER by the Master the Count.  On June 4 he wrote to George Arundale, as
GM of the ER of the Ancient Mysteries (as it had by then become to eliminate the word
“Freemasonry” from its title).  Williams claimed that the Master the Count was concerned
about a Pledge which had been imposed on pupils in December, 1932, and on the present
rituals of the ER; the master (via Williams) seemed concerned at the ascetical strictness of the
pledge, including the prohibitions on alcohol and sex outside marriage.  As for the latter, the
Master (via Williams) believed that “All healthy young people need sex experience, and they
should be free to find it for themselves in their own way.”  The Master the Count was also
unhappy with the removal of the Masonic element of the ER.  And the Master did not like
revisions to the ritual undertaken by Arundale.

George Arundale responded promptly to this claim of Mahatmic direction, and by a letter
dated June 29 suspended Williams’ membership of the Rite, being prepared, however, to
reinstate him if he withdrew his previous claims.  Williams responded with a further message
from the Master to the effect that He (the Master) had been so angered by Arundale’s action
that he now “has suspended occultly the Egyptian Rite throughout the world”, and withdrawn
all the spiritual powers of Arundale as Grand Maser or any lesser officers.  Noting that
Jinarajadasa, as Vice Grand Master of the ER, had supported Arundale’s actions, Williams
reported that the Masters Morya and the Prince had also “partially suspended the ES in like
manner, depriving it of Their Presence and of all occult validity”.

Williams and his associate, Basil Beaumont, then circulated his messages and copies of the
correspondence to members of the ER and ES, offering them the choice between him, and the
Arundale/Jinarajadasa leadership.  It would appear that the vast majority chose to reject the
latter day messenger, and Williams quietly disappeared from Theosophical history.

A Note on Sources

The only known published reference to the ER is found in the author’s biography of
Leadbeater: The Elder Brother (1982). More information is found in his PhD thesis: C.W.
Leadbeater. A Biographical Study (The University of Sydney, 1986). An introduction to the
history of the ER was given by the author at a conference on Theosophical History at San
Diego in 1992.The most extensive analysis of the ER and its place in Leadbeaterian
Theosophy is found in Brendan French’s PhD thesis: The Theosophical Masters (The
University of Sydney, 2000).
The author’s collection includes privately published ER material, including its rituals, and
additional material was consulted in collections in London. Important information about the
origins of the ER was obtained in interviews with one of the “Seven Virgins of Java” (Paula
Hamerster), and with one of Leadbeater’s assistants (Dick Balfour Clarke) who was actively
involved in the establishment of the Rite.
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