ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED:
1) How did geography shape society and culture in Chlna7
2) What religious, political, economic and social characteristics
9ontr|buted to the stability of Chinese civilizations
3) What s the dynastlc cycle?" andhow }i es th
ha were th '. tural al To)[ i

Chinese civilization arose
and developed in a vast
area, one-third larger than
the United States if

Manchuria, Inner Mongolia,
and Tibet are included.

For centuries China was
almost completely isolated
from the other civilizations
by mountains, deserts, and
seas. This isolation helps
explain the originality of

. (%
China’s culture. 3
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Which is
Bigger?

Comparing China & the
U. S.

Size 3.7 million 3.6 million
square miles square miles

Main physical Himalayas Rockies
barrier

Main River Yangtze / East - Mississippi/
West North — South

Population East Coast East Coast

Connectivity North - South East - West
problems
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Geography

Beijingm

Xian,

SJ<unming

Guangthu

The Yellow River (Huang Ho)
periodically floods. In this area, the
original homeland of Chinese culture, the
climate is comparable to western Europe.

The Yangtze River in central China
forms the second river system.

In the subtropical lands of South China,
ow shorter rivers and valleys converge on
River  Trees present-day Canton to form the third
major river system.

While China’s geography has created
problems of political unity, the river
valleys encouraged the spread of a
homogeneous culture over a greater land
area than any other civilization in the
world.




China's Provinces and Regions

Map of China

Locations of provinces,
autonomous regions
and municipalities.

Xinjiang GV ‘"~ Inner Mongolla
. ( anvsgq ,

Qinghai \ Q 7S§1an

m ey \iliaanx »@Jlangsu
Shanghal

s[chuan Hu | hul
?w , é’w ng
le 1oRgq o ang)u
\,\5 @,uiz : 0 "a

g
i i
WUMQM é OTanwan
ong Ko

ng

Islands of Hainan@

Northeast

Has been China’s “core”
for centuries.

Capital — Beijing
(formerly called ??)
Location of the
Forbidden City —the
former palace,
administrative center
and home of China’s
emperors

Industrial center — has
been China’s industrial
leader but is losing out
to southeast

Agriculture — very strong

5/22/2010
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Longitude (degrees)

* Loess — a fine yellow-brown : o 115
loam deposited by seasonal
dust storms from the Gobi
desert. Acts as a fertilizer

* Huang He River —
sometimes called Yellow

River due to the loess
— China’s Sorrow — another
Tibetan plateau

name due to many killed by [ Loess plateau
a flood in 1887.

Latitude (degrees)
©
o

N
o

A N Lingtai
Qinan £ Xian ®
150300 km

« Fast growing region
due to mild climate.
Agriculture has been
successful and
industry is growing.

Guangzhon @
* Yangzi River —

China’s main east-

west “highway”
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Shanghai

Shanghai--China’s
major port and largest
city.

Boom- more economic
zones have lead to
growth.

To move, one needs
Govt. permission

To control population

Keep some people in
agriculture.

Northwest

* Barron
desert, but
there are a
few large
cities
(Kashgar —
300,000)
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Percentages of Different

Landforms

Area Percanlage in lolal area |

Land area (milion sg. km) 960 100
By landform {million sg. km)

H Mountains 3.20 33.33
OPlateaus 250 26.04
M Basins 1.80 18.75
O Plains 1.15 11.98
O Hills 095 9.9

Southwest

* Very rugged

» Plateau of Tibet —
high elevation.
Isolates the region.
Tibet — Occupied by :
a distinct, traditional
society based on the
Buddhist religion.
They live quiet,
simple lives.




China Hunt
Study the facts and map below to find out —

more about China, one of the world’s oldest 3+ Put the fnbl‘l’umns' in order ﬁ;m most
and most fascinating civilizations! Then northern to most southern: Yangtze
test your skills by answering the questions River, Shanghai, Great Wall

Questions:

to the right.
B Formerly known as Peking, Beijing is 2. Describe the path of the Yangtze River
the capital of China. It will be the site across China from west to east, using

of the summer Olympic games in 2008. directional words.

The Yangtze River, China’s longest
river, flows just north of Shanghai into

the East China Sea 3. Where on the map would you add the
B Located about 300 miles southeast of East Chins Sea?

Beijing. Qufu is the legendary

birthplace of the ancient philosepher & Aboutt s

ClonFasie. Froni L arhold ot aod
W Situated on the banks of the Yangtze the city of Qufu?

River Delta, Shanghai is the 1

city in China.
B Over 4,000 miles long. the Great

‘Wall of China stretches
across more than halfthe

Geography Skills: China
How has geography affected China in its relations with the rest of the world?

Directions: Using an atlas (or the internet) and a blank map, fill in
the following:

1. The three major rivers, sources and courses: Yellow River (Hwang
Ho), the Yangtze River, and the Xi River.

2. The four major land areas: North, Central, South China and the
Western Lands, including Tibet and the great desert basins.

3. Any five major Chinese cities with large populations (there are at

least ten)—Examples: Beijing (Peking), Shanghai, Nanking, Hong Kong.
- Dgei_an%/one know which city is the largest (Shanghai)? How many are on water? (all but-
- Peking).
4. a. The name and location of China’s highest mountains: the
Himalayas, the Altay, and the Tien Shan. b. The location of the Great
Wall of China. Draw it in!

5. The approximate location of the Gobi Desert (in Mongolia, it covers
almost 500,000 square miles).

6. China’s coastline: compare latitudes, length of coast with United
States (over 3,000 miles long).

7. The seas and the ocean touching China: Yellow Sea, East China
Sea, South China Sea, Pacific Ocean.

8. Ten countries bordering China (see map). Which one has the longest
border in common with China?
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Secular 60%
Chinese 31%
Christian 4%
Animist 2.5%
Muslim 2.5%

OMF International (UK)

5/22/2010
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@ Daosim and Confucianism

» Daoism — Happiness lies in
living a harmonious
relationship with nature

Confucianism -- Emphasizes
maintaining proper
relationships with family and
the government

Confucianism

Widely practiced.

Based on the
teachings of
Confucius

People must
respect laws

Parents must set a
good example and
children must obey
parents

Must honor
ancestors

5/22/2010
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Buddhism

Chinese Buddhism —a mix
of the ideas of Confucianism,
Taoism and other indigenous
philosophical systems.
Originated and spread from
India.

Emphasizes reincarnation—
death and rebifth into a new
life form.

Through meditation one can

gain enlightenment --

acquisition of new wisdom or _
understanding enabling clarity A wooden Bodhisattva
of perception from the Song Dynasty

Selfish behavior is the cause (960-1279 AD)
of all suffering—>live simply!

Communist View

» Atheism — The belief that “God”
does not exist. The Communist
govt. view of religion. This has been
relaxed in recent years.

12


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Wood_Bodhisattva.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Wood_Bodhisattva.jpg

R

R

Communism Vs. Religion

1950’s — Communist leader
Mao Zedong sends troops to
end Tibet's isolation. Many
monasteries were destroyed.

Dalai Lama — leader of v
the Buddhist faith. He is _).-
believed to be the B
reincarnate of g
Siddhartha Guatama

(Buddha).

The Chinese government
exiled him — the Dalai Lama
now lives in India.

Xizang — Govt. name for
Tibet

A -l

e Tibetans desire —

Independence

ASSIGNMENT:

« READ AND COMPLETE THE
WORKSHEET: “THE THREE
TEACHINGS.”

— Learn about the applications of
Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism
to modern-day problems!

5/22/2010
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China: From Past to Present

Part One: Geography, Traditional Religions, and Beliefs

Crossword Puzzle

Across:
3. This desert extends into northern China

7. This form of government exists in the People’s Republic of China taday.
8. These men are the Buddhists monks of Tibet.

9. This is the largest nation to the north of China_

10. These towering Buddhists temples are common in China.

Down:

1. This ancient Chinese philoscpher devised important guidelines for proper behavior and

good government.
2. This ancient Chinese religion taught people how to live in harmony with nature.

4. The ancient book called the / Ching is devoted to explaining the lines in these symbols.

5. This range of mountains lies between China and India
6. This island country was once ruled from Beijing.

5 China: From Past to Present
Part One: Geography, Traditional Religions, and Beliefs

ivity

Timeline and Timeline Act

5000 B.C. - Rice |5 culthvatad in southern China

3000 B.C. - Plows are used In China *or the first
time

1766 B.C. - Shang Dynasty begins.

1600 B.C. - Chinsge priesis Inscribe spacial signs
on “oracie bones” that are usad to look Into the
future. The practice of coln tossing or drawing
straws assoclated with the | Ching probably dewe
oped from this

1122 B.C. - The Zhou people of wesiem China over-
throw the Shang Oynasty and establish a new
551 B.C. - Confucius Is bom

500 B.C. - Lao-1zu, founder of Taglsm, Is active

500 fo 400 B.C. - Budoha Is bom In what Is now
southern Nepal.

221 B.C. - QIn Dynasly begins, tme of the frst
amperor and first strong ceniral govermmeant

214 B.C. - Construction of the Graat Wall of China
Degine

202 B.C. - Beginning of Han Dynasty. China
becomes & powerful empire and Chinese culure
flzurishes

200 B.C. - Tao-Te-Ching, the Scok of Tas. begins to
be complied.

105 A.D. - Paper 15 Inventad In China

581 to 618 - Reuntcation of China guring the Sul
Dynasty. Grand Canal i bullt for transponatan.

&18 fo 307 - Tang Dynasty. lkeraiure ang ans four-
=N In China.

960 to 1275 - Song Dynasty. China's population
exceeds 100 milllon people. Neo-Confuclanism
becomes e officlal siate phiosophy.

1275 - Marco Polo armves In China from Venice
aly. He remains In China for 17 years. His reparts
stmulate Europsans’ Intersst In China

1279 - Mongols (people from Mongolla) under
Kublal Knan defeat the Song Dynasty and take con-
trol of China. The Mongols found the Yuan Dynasty.

1388 - Chinese drive out tha Mongoils. Ming Dynasty
begins.

1420 - Construction begins on the Forsldsen City In
Belling

1644 to 1912 - Qing Dynasty. Manchu peaple mle
China

1842 - Hong Kong becomes 3 Brnitish colony.

1851 to 1864 - Mulons diz In bloody warfare of the
Talping Rebellion

1512 - End of e QIng Dwnasty 35 the Republic of
China i founded to govern CRINGE. Sun Yat-sen ks
tne mirst presidant. bul only Srves for Gl weeks

1528 - The Mabonalist Chniness under Chang-Kal-
snek unlly China under ane government

1534 - Communist rebedion led by Mao Zedong
begins.

1937 to 1945 - War with Japan shatiers China.
1545 - Chinese communisis defeat e Mabonals:

Chinese and establisn the People’s Repubic of
China

Timellina Activily

By Ipoking at the Timellna, 7N in tha

cormact year:

1. Construction of tne Great Wall of China began
In the year

2. Macro Poio armived in China In the year
3. Paper was invented In China In the year
4. China's capial moved to Beiling In the
year .

5. Confucius was born in the year

Use this fun
crossword

as review!

5/22/2010
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China: From Past to Present

Part Omne: Geography, Traditional Religions, and Beliefs

Vucnbu]ary List

ancesfor - Any pareon from whnom one's Taner or motnsr
I= desranoed.

ancesfor worehlp - Parforming religlous ceremanias or
reciing prayers In honor of oNe's ancestors.

Bumdha - & princa named Siodnarna Gautama who fved
over 2,500 In Ingla. He gawe up a Iife of riches
%o iry to find & way 1o end human sufenng. Through nis
effarts. he achieved graat Insight o “enlgnienment - The
word Sudoha means "Eriightaned One.”

Buddhlsm - The anclent religion based on the teachings
of Buddha.

communiEm - A fom of govemment basad an principles
of communal, or pubiic ownership, of lang and factores.
The Communist Rarty (whose mambens are not elecied
by @ vote of the peopie) runs govemments In communist
countries.

compassion - T share the pain and suSaning of anotnar
numan being.

Confuclaniem - One of Me three rad@onal redigions of
China. Confucianism is based on the teachings of a phil-
os0pher named Confusus. He came up wilh 3 system of
rules for proper behavior and for good govermmerns that
playad Ene:lrerrﬂy Important roke n srlq:dl'gmedvllza-
tion of China.

Confuclus - An anclent Cringss philbsaphar (S51-479
5.C) who developed rules for personal benaviar that pro-
mabed mutual 1. genercelty, honor, strong family
monds, and a deep sense of duty o sodety.

cufture - The customs and iragitions !at @ group of peo-
pie share such as thelr religlous beliefs, rmuals, holdays.,
food, music, dance, and dothing.

dislect - A varlety of 3 spoken languags that Is derved
from @ standard “perent” languags.  For example, In
China the Camonese dialect of the official Mandarin an-

|5 spaken In the reglon of Canton, whle peoole In
‘Snangnal speak another dalect of Mandarin.

divinities - Gods, goodesses, and other sacred beings

dynasty - & powsrul famiy that produces 3 senes of
rilers cver seversl generations.

anilightanment - Arelgmsemename marked by vividly
ciear Insight and understandin,

Teminine - Quallies that are traditionally asscclated win
femaies: for exampie, motheriness, gantieness.

feng ahul - An ancient Chiness art tased on the concapts
«of yin and yang that Is empioyed In designing bulldings.
‘gardens, amanging fumiture, ete., bo creais a Marmonious
‘envinonmert.

Gobl Deaert - The colgest and northemmaost desedt In the
world, located In southern Mongella and northam China.

harmony - A pleasant ouicome resulting from non-
3 Jan, psace, order, and balance. Traditonaly n
China, the achievemant of harmany with nature. between
ine govemment and tne govemed. and winin In s fam-
Iy w35 conslgered 1o be of utmost walue.

hexagram - A mystical se-lne symibol composed of 3 par
«of irigrams (see trigram on the next page). Theee slx
Ines Can be represented by sl oo 10e526. The Signii-
«cance of each [Ine of &3ch of the €4 oifersnt hexagrams
15 analyz=d In e § Ching.

Himatayan Mountaing - The highes: range of mouniaing
i the world located betwesn Incla ang China.

i Cﬂlﬂg - Ancient book that discusses the I'lIEE'Il'g o
Ines In the 64 r'mgms and that ks ofen consulted
wtEn making Imparant decislons.

Immortaitty - Mot subject i death, abie fo llve forever.

lamae - ‘Vajrayana Euddhist monks who Ive malnly In the
mouTainous Tibetan region of China. Lamas are also
fourd In Mongalia, Bhusan, and Nepal

Lama, Dalal - The reme spiiual leader of the
‘Vajrayana Suddhists. The Dalal Lama led the govemment
of Tihat when R was Ingepandant from China.

Lao-tzu (Laozl) - Ancient phiesapher wng Ived around
500 B.C. Many people belleve he was the sounder of
Taolsm and sounce of many of the ideas found In the Book
of Tao (Tso-Te-Ching).

Mandarin - The official language of China. The Chinesa
speak several diferent dialects of Mandarin.

mascullng - Cualties that are generally associated to
teing male: for example, fatheriness, strength

meaditation - Certain religious pracices that involve deve-
loping meantal coninol and relaation.

China: From Past to Present

Part One: Geography, Traditional Religions, and Beliefs

IVIty

Vocabulary List (continued)and Act

MI-Lo-Fo - A beiowed legendary charscler N China aiso
SNON 35 e laughing Sudoha.

Momgolla - Alarge country that s to the north of Chira.

MOk - & PErEon wha devones Nils Me 1o religious practice
oy Tollowing strict rules of benaviar,

moral - Concemed with dewveloping character and a
strong sense of ight and wiong.

Hatlonallist China - The nation of Tawan. The Chinese
nationallsts were gef=aled by e communists and 52 up
TNelr own gowermiment on tne Island of Tawan.

offeringe: - Sacred gins to tne gods and other dviniies
Such as food, music, perfumed water, and Incensea.

jpageda - A type of Busdnist lemple Bullt In e form of &
fower.

[prayer flags - Small Tiags with [prayers written on them
nat are found In cerfaln sacred Buddhist piaces. Wnen
e miags futer I the wind, It ks belleved that the prayers
will b2 sert out Into the workd.

prayer wheels - Drums, found In cartain sacred Buddhist
piaces. which are tumed by bellevers 1o Send prayers out
Inio the ward.

Paopie’s Republic of China - The communis: nation of
China.

rural - AN @res located tar away rom any big oy,
shrine - A sacre place. Shines ane often devobed to par-
cular saints or goos and can be places of pligimage.

stupa - A cartain type of Budahist shrne, or pagoda, that
usually holds s3cr2d Images, offerings, and reiics.

Talwan - The MNation of Nationalst China.

tal chil - An oid spiitual ard physical discipiing that s
commonly practiced In China and that seks 10 balance
the yin and yang energles.

Tao - A mystical sllent all purs, al-powertl force fhat
existed before there was haaven or an earth. Taoclsis
beleve E’JEFY““HE“’I the universa arses from e Tao.

Taciam - One of ihe anclent redigions of China. The orlg-
Inal Tacksts sought 1o llve In armony with nature.

Tao-Te-Ching - The Bo0% of Tas, 3 mystical test that Is
nougnt 1o Nawe bean writhan by Lag-mu and upon which
he religlon of Taoism ks based.

temple - A bulding usad Tor certain types of religlous war-
sip.

Tibetan Buddhlem - Same 35 Vaayana Euddhism.

Tibetan Flabeau - & vast ares marked by high eevaton
and cold temperalures, locaed In ine Tibetan region of

tradition - 3 well establshed way of 0INg MINGS; 3 cus-
fom.

trigram - An anclent Chinese mysical three-ine symool
I wikch broken INes represent yin enangy and unkbrofen
Snes reprEsert yang energy: The ight possible three- Ine
combinations of Droken and unbroken nes are calied the
Eignt Trigrams and they hawe long besn considered o
nave deep spintual meaning.

wajrayana Suddhism - Onz of the major brenchas of
Buddnism cemerad mainly in Tibet. Alsc called Tibetan
Buddnism, Manirayana Buddnism, or Lamaism

yang - Yang Is the energy assoclatad wiEn masculinity.
Neaven, the dayime, M2 N, and strengm.

¥in - ¥ & the enangy assocated with famininlty, the
Earn, Mz nignt, T2 moon. and sofiness

“Wocaulary Aciivity:

Directiona: By consulting the wocabulary lst Tind
the comect wond (or words) fo Tl In fhe Dlank.

1. Hellvedin a area far out In ne country.
2. ®'was a well established at Granoma
Lee's housa to s=rve roast Jasoing on Mew vears Day.

2. Hewishediobe a
right thing.

4. The man from Canton was unabie 1o ungerstand
nim because he spoke he of Shanghal.

parson and oo the

5. His momers
ihousand years ago.

Ied In E=fing 3

Review
sheet!
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—E China: From Past to Present
Part One: Geography, Traditional Religions, and Beliefs

Post-Test

True or False
Directions: Answer the following either True or False.

1. China is the birthplace of the world's cldest living civilization.

. China's population is evenly distributed from east to west.

. The three traditional religions of China are Confucianism, Hinduism, and Buddhism.
Confucianism provides a system of rules for proper behavicr and for good government.
China had a history of religious tolerance up until its communist era.

. China is bordered by five different nations.

. The ancient Chinese concepts of yin and yang strongly influenced Tacism.

. The ancient book called the | Ching contains the complete Buddhist scriptures.

wow =R W

. Buddhism originated in India and was brought to China.

-
=]

. China's population exceeds three billion pecple.

Fill in the blanks:
1. is the official language of China, however, many other
are spoken.

2. The two main rivers in China are the River and the

River.

3. The Mountains along the border of China are the highest mountains on
Earth.

Essay:

Describe in as much depth as possible the history and beliefs of either Buddhism, Confucianism, or
Taocism. (Select just one to discuss.)

5/22/2010
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Asian Civilizations

Understandlng Goal.
Stability is the key t i: g civilizations.

Elephanic carrying
» *hamc command poct in ba

Investigative Question:
What political, economic, and ial ch. feristi contributed to the
stability of Asian civilizations?®

Explore. Based on the images above, what were some of thep
characteristicsof early Asian civilizations?

Connect Many of the world’s first poli ientific. and i i on
the continent of Asia. Whatnnght have contributed to ﬂ'-s h'end’ l-lou rl'ud\tthe
aracteristicswhich bred success also have led to the ofAsian Es

Learn: GotolLOC gov to find i that pict life in early Asian
givilizatinns. such as those in the Asian Collectlons.

5/22/2010

17



Think about this!

» Big Concept:

China was ruled by many dynasties throughout its
history, including one from outside China, the
Mongols.

» Essential Questions:

1. What is a dynasty and how did they function
politically and militarily?

2. Who were the major rulers during each dynasty?
3. What contributions did each dynasty make to
society?

4. What effect did the Mongols have on China, as an
invading force and ruling dynasty?

5. How did Mongol rule affect everyday life for people
in China, including the strict social hierarchy?

The discovery of Peking man
in 1927 (left-reconstruction)
indicated that ancient
humanlike creatures with an
early Paleolithic (stone age)
culture had dwelled in China.
Certain physical
characteristics of Peking
man are thought to be
distinctive marks of the
Mongoloid branch of the
human race. Skulls of
modern humans (Homo

PE&king Man was a , . sapiens) have also been

Homo Erectus

‘_-‘ found.
|

5/22/2010
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A Dynasty that Preceded
the Shang?

» The people of China's last Neolithic culture,
called Lung Shan (2500-2000 B.C.), lived in
walled towns and produced a wheel-made
black pottery. Their culture spread widely in
North China.

Most scholars believe that this Neolithic culture
immediately preceded the Shang period, when
civilization emerged in China about 1700 B.C.

Others now believe that the Hsia (or Xia)
Dynasty, once considered to be purely
legendary, actually existed and flourished for
some three centuries before it was conquered
by the Shang.

The Birth of the Shang
Dynasty(1570?-1045? BC)

* The establishment of Shang
rule completed the transition
from Neolithic culture to
civilization.

Shang” was originally the
name of a nomadic tribe
whose leaders established
themselves as overlords in
North China.

* The Shang capital, a walled
city to which the tribal leaders
came to pay tribute, changed
frequently; the last capital was
at modern Anyang. %

L)Y
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Bronze Age Art

« The Shang people
developed a mastery
in bronze metallurgy.

The intricate designs
were achieved
through the piece-
mold casting process,
in which molten
bronze was poured
into clay molds that
contained impressions
of the desired design.

Bronze Art

Bronze human head with gold leaf H
42.5 cm Late Shang Period (c. 1300-1100
B.C.)

Features: The neck is very long, the chin
very short. The mouth is thin-lipped but
wide. Coiled shapes define the nostrils as
well as the ears, which are pierced to hold
ornaments. Heavy eyebrows and
cheekbones accentuate the eyes, which
are almond-shaped and heavily slanted.
The gold leaf is applied in a thin layer to
the front of the head, but not to the eyes
and eyebrows. The line for the eyelid
suggests that the eyes are depicted as
closed.

/]
N

5/22/2010
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@ Shang Writing

» The Shang’s writing system used nearly
5000 characters, some of which are still
In use today.

These characters represent individual

words rather than sounds and consist of
pictographs.

Most Shang writing is found on "oracle
bones," fragments of animal bones and
tortoise shells on which were inscribed
guestions put to the gods and ancestral
spirits. o

@ The Use of the Oracle Bone

* The diviner would ask
the oracle bone such
guestions as "Will the
king's child be a son?"
and "If we raise an army
of 3000 men to drive X
away from Y, will we
succeed?"

The shell or bone would
then be heated and the
resulting cracks would
be interpreted as an
answer to the question.

21



5/22/2010

Government and Society

Shang kings and nobles lived in lavish buildings, went to
battle in horse-drawn chariots, and were buried in tombs
with still-living servants and war captives.

Warfare was frequent and the chariot facilitated the
spread of Shang power through North China.

The power of the kings and nobles was based on their
ownership of land, their monopoly of bronze metallurgy,
their possession of expensive war chariots, and the kings'
religious functions.

The kings and nobles had recorded ancestors and
belonged to a clan. They were the descendants in the
male line from a common ancestor to whom they
rendered worship and who was usually a god or a hero,
but sometimes a fish, an animal, or a bird.

Religion

The chief deity--God on High--was the
ancestor of the king's own clan. There
were regular animal sacrifices, and
libations of a beer-like liquor were poured
on the ground.

(Left) Bronze ding (ritual food vessel)
From China’s Shang dynasty, 12th-11th
century BC

This food vessel, which was found in a
burial site, features two handles and three
round legs and is known as a ding. The
main part is covered with squares, each
studded in the centre. The top register
shows a taotie, or monster-like mask. The
taotie design evolved from this ribbon-like
form to more elaborate styles over the
centuries.
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The Meaning of Yin and
Yang

* Magic was used to maintain the
balance of nature through two
opposed but complementary
forces called yin and yang.

Yang was associated with the
sun and all things male, strong,
warm, and active.

Yin was associated with the
moon and all things female, dark,
cold, weak, and passive.

In later ages, male Chinese
philosophers would employ these
concepts to work out the behavior
pattern of obedience and

passivity that was expected of %
women. /)

Agriculture

Peasants did not belong to clans and
apparently worshiped no ancestors.

Peasants were serfs, working the land for royal
and noble landowners.

Farming methods were primitive, not having
advanced beyond the Neolithic level.

Bronze was used for weapons, not tools or
implements, and the peasants continued to

reap wheat and millet with stone sickles and till

their allotted fields with wooden plows.

Their gods were the elementary spirits of

nature, such as rivers, mountains, earth, wind,

rain, and heavenly bodies. gg
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SHANG DYNASTY
NEWSPAPER ASSIGNMENT

* Requirements:

— 1) Working with one partner and using the rubric below, create the front page for your
Shang Dynasty newspaper! Your front page should contain at least (2) two 300-word
articles and appropriate pictures, captions, titles, etc. You can handwrite it or use

Word.

2) Possible topics/articles for Shang Newspaper: 1) advertisements section for the
latest Shang tools, technology, and artwork, 2) Shang writing and prophecies on
oracle bones, 3) Shang religion (a call for worship), 4) Shang kings, government and

the military.

7
i Rubric: Newspaper Articles

Handout 2

Criteria

Points Points
Possible | Received

Students used teacher-assigned Web sites to collect information.

5

Students used pictures related to the article.

10

Each of the students’ articles answered the five /¥ questions.

15

Students’ articles had appropriate headlines.

10

——
Students worked cooperatively and completed the newspapﬂ@
S

Total

What does a newspaper’s format
look like? How would you write a
Shang Dynasty newspaper?

The Baily

Sunday, Aungust 30, 2006

Martians invade earth

Incredible as it may seem, headed towards the North
it has been confirmed that Pole and Santa Claus was
a large martian invasion taken hostage by the
fleet has landed on earth invaders.

tonight.

First vessels were sighted
over Great Britain,
Denmatk and Nopway
already in the late evening
from where, as fusther
reports indicate, the fleet
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