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About 

Students will: 
•  Conduct an open sort with animals of the Rainforest  

!  Compare and Contrast the Canopy with the Understory 

!  Compare and contrast the Rainforest with a regular forest 

!  Choose projects to complete based on their preference and learning style 

!  Create their own plant 

!  Identify where specific animals live within the layers of the rainforest 

!  Collaborate with classmates on ways to recycle, reuse, and reduce 

!  Choose projects to complete on ways to recycle, reuse, and reduce 

based on their preference and learning style 
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Find A Buddy Who 
 

Strategy steps 
1.   Students walk around the room with their worksheet and hand up until 

they find a partner. 
2.  In pairs, student 1 asks student 2 a question, student 2 responds.  Student 

1 records the answer on their paper. 
3.  Student 2 checks the answer that was written and initials. 
4.  Student 2 asks student 1 a question, student 1 responds.  Student 2 

records the answer on their paper. 
5.  Student 1 checks the answer that was written and initials. 
6.  Partners thank each other, and then raise their hand to find another 

partner. 
7.  Steps 1-6 are repeated until they have completed their worksheet. 
8.  Once a student has completed their worksheet, they sit down and 

become an “expert”.  For students who need assistance, they may go 
to the “expert” for help. 

9.  In teams, students compare answers.  If they disagree on an answer, the 
team members raise their hands to ask a question. 
  
  

  



 
Directions:  Cut out the pictures, sort them, and then label your 
categories. 

Name_______________________________________    Date___________________________ 
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Animal Sort 
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Name_______________________________________    Date_______________________ 
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Name_______________________________________    Date_______________________ 



Main Dish:  (Choose 1 of the following) 

!  Create a display to  explain five cause and their 
effects from the story.  

•  Create a  flap book to sequence five events 
from the story. 

•  Write a letter to the man in The Great Kapok 
Tree to convince him not to cut the tree down. 

Dessert:  (Choose 1 of the following) 

!  Create a sequel to The Great Kapok Tree. 
!  Write a song to help others to remember the 

layers of the rainforest. 
!  Create a  rainforest game. 

 

 
 

 
  

 

Menu	  

Appetizers:  (Choose 1 of the following) 

!  Create a colored poster of an animal found in the 
Rainforest and give 3 facts about your animal. 

!  Create a colored poster of the world and  label  
the areas that have tropical rainforest. 

!  Create a colored poster of the four layers of the 
Rainforest and give 3 animals or plants that you 
would find in each. 

©2013 by Mandy Neal ● Teaching with Simplicity ● teachingwithsimplicity.com 



Create your own Plant 

Name_______________________________________    Date___________________________ 

Directions:  In the box below, create your own plant by including 
the following parts. 
 

Flower:  Makes seeds for the plant. 

Stem:  Supports the plant. It has thin tubes that carry 

            food, minerals, and water. 

Leaves:  Collects energy from sunlight and uses it to make  

               food for the plant. 

Root:  Underground and help hold the plant in place.  They  

          take water and minerals from the soil. 
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Roll ~ Say ~ Keep 
Directions:  Use the Roll~Say~Keep cards and one mat for 2 to 4 players.  Place a card in each space.  Leave the remaining cards in a 
pile.  Players take turns rolling the die and reading the card in the appropriate space.  If the player can answer the card, he keeps replaces 
the card with another from the pile.  
 

Where in the Rainforest do I live?   
Emergent Layer, Canopy Layer, Understory Layer, Forest Floor 
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Roll ~ Say ~ Keep  
Rainforest Animals Card Set 

 
Where in the 

Rainforest  
 

Butterfly 
 

do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest 

  

Jaguar 
 

do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest  

 

Anteater 
 

do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest  

 

Boa 
Constrictor 

 
do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest  

 

Iguana 
 

do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest  

 

Parakeet 
 

do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest  

 

Tree 
Porcupine 

 
do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest 

  

Tree Frog 
 

do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest 

  

Amazonian 
Katydid 

 
do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest  

 

Kinkajou 
 

do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest  

 

Squirrel 
Monkey 

 
do I live? 

Where in the 
Rainforest  

 

Toucan 
 

do I live? 
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Recycles 
 

Initials_____ 

 
 
 

Knows which room 
in their house has 

the most light bulbs. 
Room:______ 

 

Initials_____ 
 
 

 
Can list 3 things they have put 

in the trash this week. 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 

Initials_____ 
 

 
Turns off the lights 

when they leave the 

room.  
 

Initials_____ 

 

 
Can list 3 
things 

that use 
electricity. 
____________
____________
____________ 

 

Initials_____ 
 

 
Can list 2 ways we 

can conserve 
water. 

_________________ 
_________________ 

 

Initials_____ 
 

Find a Buddy Who 
 

Name_______________________________________    Date___________________________ 
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Create a 
poster 

supporting 
Earth Day 

Make collection 

of poems for 

Earth Day 

Prepare a 

diorama of an 

ideal 

environment. 

Predict 

what 

would 

happen if 

we did not 

recycle. 

Free  
 
 

Choice 

Write a 

letter to a 

friend to 

persuade 

them to 

recycle.	  

Write a one-

page paper 

about when 

and why Earth 

Day began. 

Think of a way you 

could conserve energy, 

and try it at home.  

Record your actions 

for five days. 

Consider everyday 
items that you 

throw away on a 
daily basis.  Choose 

an item such as a 
milk carton, plastic 

bags, etc., and 
create a guide for 

other uses. 

Name_______________________________________    Date___________________________ 

Think Tac Toe 
 

Directions:  Choose your own assignments! You must choose at least three activities in a tic-

tac toe design. Color in each box as you complete each assignment.  Have Fun! 
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Thank you  
for your purchase! 

If you have any comments, questions, or general 
concerns please feel free to contact me at: 

 
mandy@teachingwithsimplicity.com 

The graphics and lettering used in this product are 
from: 


