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This clear and compelling account of the HabsburgMonarchy in its last
century explains why, a century after its disappearance, it has never been
more relevant. With extensive discussion of recent historiographic con-
troversies about the Monarchy’s character and viability, Steven Beller
presents a detailed account of the main strands of the Monarchy’s
political history and how its economic, social and cultural development
interacted with this main narrative. While recognising the importance of
these larger trends, readers will learn how the historical accident of
personality and the complexities of high politics and diplomacy still
had a central impact on the Monarchy’s fate.
Although some would see the Monarchy as an atavistic irrelevance in

the modern age, its multicultural, multinational experience and inclu-
sive ‘logic’ were in many ways more relevant to our modernity than the
nationalism that did so much to bring about its demise.

Steven Beller is an independent scholar, having studied history at the
University of Cambridge, and been a Research Fellow at Peterhouse,
Cambridge. He has been aMember of the Institute for Advanced Study
in Princeton, and a Fellow of the Institute for the Human Sciences
(IWM), Vienna, as well as the International Research Centre for
Cultural Studies (IFK), also in Vienna. He has written extensively on
subjects in modern Central European and modern Jewish history and
was awarded the Austrian StateHistory Prize for theGerman translation
of his first book Vienna and the Jews, 1867–1938: A Cultural History

(Cambridge, 1989) in 1995. Other books include Herzl (1991);
Francis Joseph (1996); A Concise History of Austria (Cambridge, 2006);
Antisemitism: A Very Short Introduction (2007, 2015); and Democracy

(2013). He is a member of the European Academy of Sciences and
Arts and has taught modern European and modern Jewish history.
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Series editors

T.C.W. Blanning, Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge

Brendan Simms, Peterhouse, Cambridge

New Approaches to European History is an important textbook series, which
provides concise but authoritative surveys of major themes and problems in
European history since the Renaissance. Written at a level and length accessible
to advanced school students and undergraduates, each book in the series
addresses topics or themes that students of European history encounter daily:
the series embraces both some of themore ‘traditional’ subjects of study and those
cultural and social issues to which increasing numbers of school and college
courses are devoted. A particular effort is made to consider the wider
international implications of the subject under scrutiny.

To aid the student reader, scholarly apparatus and annotation is light, but each
work has full supplementary bibliographies and notes for further reading: where
appropriate, chronologies, maps, diagrams and other illustrative material are also
provided.

For a complete list of titles published in the series, please see:
www.cambridge.org/newapproaches.
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