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Kids Co. Center Locations:

Ballard | Capitol Hill/Eastlake | Mercer Island | Mount Baker | Queen Anne | Rainier Beach | Seward Park | Wallingford



“Give me a place to stand, and | will move the earth,” the ancient, Greek
mathematician Archimedes (287-212 B.C.E.) is quoted as saying in the Pappus of
Alexandria. One of the countless characters in history whose curiosity shaped the world,
Archimedes was actually referring to levers and the moving of objects in this quote.
However, he could have easily been referring to the inner “lever” which moved him:
curiosity. Like the irrational and mysterious number without an end that fascinated
Archimedes— pi— his life reflected the radiating, limitless power of curiosity to shape
and change the world.

In FY’10, Kids Co. focused on the “inner levers” within children that support encounters
with this limitless, potential inherent in their own lives. These “inner levers” are the pi of
play, movements of curiosity leading to discoveries of what we like and do not like, what
we are good at, and who we enjoy, our friends.

Life dreams also unfold within these movements, and at the earliest of ages of our

own becoming, make themselves present through ordinary curiosity. This is what makes
play so important, and high quality child care like Kids Co., where play and free choice are
encouraged, so valuable. We can become as big as our dreams. So let us help children and
families dream big.

In these pages you will find three stories that illustrate “the 1 of play” in relationship to
our giving kids and parents a “place to stand where [they] can move the earth”—the
twin themes of this annual report. We anticipate that great things will emerge someday
as result of the caretaking Kids Co. gave this year. What will come forth is a gift for the
future, one we will someday welcome. For now, let us thank the donors, teachers, and
community of care-givers who made this fantastic year at Kids Co. possible.

To curiosity,
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Susan R. Brown
President and CEO



http://www.kidscompany.Susan
http://www.kidscompany.Susan

STRATEGIC PRIORITY:

Recruit and Retain Exceptional Child Care Professionals for the Children and Families we serve.

Thomas Ko, “The T{ of Play” modeled in kindness and graciousness.

Thomas Ko radiates intelligent graciousness and kindness.
Even his gentle laughter embodies these agreeable qualities.
So, it should not surprise that children are drawn to “Mister
Thomas” and consider him their friend, a friend they respect.

Long before meeting Thomas, word of his many talents came

to the ears of Jennifer Cooke, Kids Co.’s Director of Programs.
John Benner, the program director at Kids Co. at South Shore,

had befriended Thomas at a leadership class, and he esteemed
his colleague’s insights and demeanor. “We must hire him,”
John urged Jennifer.

Glowing reports about Thomas and his amazing child care
skills continued to make their way to her over the coming
months. So, when a position came open that she thought
might be a good fit for him, she asked John to approach him.
John jumped at the chance, called Thomas immediately, and
encouraged him to apply.

Kids Co. was looking for a seasoned child care professional,
one who was familiar with the Seward Park demographic
where Kids Co. at Graham Hill is located. Being well-versed in
Seattle Public School culture and policy, and demonstrating a
desire to engage in ongoing professional development, also
topped the list of qualities that were wanted.

In all areas, Thomas fit the bill to a “t.”

“In some ways, this was a lateral move for me,” shared
Thomas, “but Kids Co. gave me an opportunity to work with
a diverse population with a larger population of low-income
families. This appealed to me and the fact that Kids Co. has
never turned a family away due to inability to cover the cost
of care sealed the deal.”

Thomas became an educator because he wanted to serve
families. For him, caring for children is more than a job;
it is a calling and a mission.

"I have worked for three different nonprofits, and

Kids Co.’s mission statement is the first one | remember,”
laughed Thomas. Not only does he remember it, he
embraces it. Like several members of Kids Co.’s staff,
Thomas is also a donor.

At a recent Kids Co. event, Thomas learned that
Kids Co. awards more than $300,000 a year

in child care scholarship. It is touches like this
that matter to this kind and gracious man. He cares
deeply about the children and families he serves and
it shows.

“I have worked for three different

| nonprofits, and Kids Co.’s mission
| statement is the first one I remember.”
|

-Thomas Ko, Program Director, Kids Co. at Graham Hill
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STRATEGIC PRIORITY:

Provide Uninterrupted Care in the form of tuition assistance to families experiencing financial hardship.

The Bryant Family, “The 7T of Play” reflected in kept promises

Lyra Bryant was troubled. The U.S. veteran had come so far.
She made it through a tour of duty in Bosnia. Survived a
divorce and became a single parent for her two girls, KyLécia
and NaDia. Along the way, she managed to earn an AA
degree and was now accepted by Seattle University to pursue
an undergraduate degree in psychology.

Everything was coming together for Lyra and the girls and
their future looked promising—that is, until the Department
of Social and Human Services (DSHS) got wind that she would
be attending college full-time. Lyra had told them herself.
Never in a million years would she have believed that DSHS
rules would stipulate she could no longer receive a child care
subsidy if she pursued the degree which would lead to a
career—not just a low paying job.

This DSHS rule did not make sense to her. It does not make
sense to Kids Co. either.

Like many hard working low-income parents, Lyra was striving
to create a successful future for her family. The path to college
would enable her to achieve this goal, but she needed help

covering the cost of child care for her girls in order to pursue it.

With all of this weighing on her heart, Lyra approached a
Kids Co. program director not expecting that anything could
be done. With his response, “I think Kids Co. can help,” her
dream became possible.

“...I believe that they understood that I |
wanted to further myself and could only do |
that with education and I couldn't get that |
education without support for childcare....” |

)

-Lyra Bryant, Mother of Kylécia and NaDia

____\\K ______

Since opening the doors in 1989, Kids Co. has held true to a
promise not to turn any family away because they could not
afford the cost of care. Over the years, the amount awarded
has added up. In FY’10, $274,000 in tuition support was
awarded, an amount bumped up to more than $300,000 the
following fiscal year. Lyra, KylLécia, and NaDia are among the
families these funds support.

What does this mean for the Bryants and families like theirs?
Lyra sums up her experience this way:

“I was told by DSHS that they would not support my girls
because | was pursuing a BA degree. | really felt like | was in
sinking sand being newly divorced in 2006 and now a single
parent until Kids Co. approved me for a scholarship. | believe
that they understood that | wanted to further myself and
could only do that with education and | couldn’t get that
education without support for childcare. | am truly grateful
for Kids Co. bridging the gap and giving me this gift because |
now have an opportunity to give my children the life | believe
they deserve.”

In 2012 Lyra Bryant will graduate from Seattle University with
a Bachelor of Arts in psychology, and the Kids Co. family, of
which she and the girls are very much a part, helped make
this dream come true. A kept promise is a good promise.




STRATEGIC PRIORITY:

Make an uncompromising commitment to Best Practices in Childcare throughout our operation.

Kids Co. at Adams, “The TU of Play” in exploration and discovery

On any given day at Kids Co. at Adams, one is likely to
encounter “stars”—literally and figuratively—because Kids
Co. at Adams teachers believe in the captivating power of
wonder in the journey of lifelong learning. Here, children
move through the world in a space intentionally designed
to promote curiosity.

Creating a welcoming environment that is capable of doing
this is an art, and Kids Co. at Adams staff does it beautifully.
Each month the teaching staff develops broad, overarching
themes that emerge from conversations with the children and
then sets about “webbing” a variety of activities that align
with and support the children’s active interest and curiosity.

For example, one month last winter hibernation was the
theme for the two preschool groups—the Little Dippers and
the Super Novas. They made snakes out of ties, sang songs
about hibernation and hibernating animals, discussed what
animals might be hibernating in the holes they came across
on their daily outdoor walks, chose the stories they wanted
read to them about hibernating animals, and even “practiced”
hibernation for themselves. (Two boys took this last actively
especially seriously, crawling under a table and staying there
for a full 10 minutes in hibernation!)

This layering of activities that emerge from the children’s
innate curiosity helps young people with short attention spans
explore complex concepts and acquire developmental skills

that ready them for school. It also helps prepare them to
become active lifelong learners.

This emergent curriculum approach, as it is called, positions
the inherent curiosity of young people as the primary
shaper of the curriculum itself. It helps children recognize,
frame, and explore questions as they arise, both individually
and communally.

The emergent curricula approach works well with children
of all ages. Its potency is that it helps kids develop the
confidence they need to explore.

Kids Co. at Adams after school Explorers Club, for children
grades 2-5, superbly models how effective this approach is.
Teacher Brandon Blake has worked with the kids to create a
community of “chief scientists” (the regulars) and “visiting
scientists” (the kids who come occasionally). Together, this
little community of scientists is entering a NASA competition
for high school students to design a vehicle capable of landing
on an asteroid. When he shared news of the competition with
the group, the kids asked teacher Brandon if they could enter
it. So, he called NASA and NASA gave the Explorers Club the
green light to enter. It is a big endeavor, but these kids are not
dissuaded by the challenges, questions, and or even age gap.

They are explorers who are playing their way into
life-changing discoveries.




Kids Co. would like to thank the following people, businesses, foundations, and organizations

for supporting our work during Fiscal Year 2010, which closed on August 31, 2010.

BUSINESSES

Adobe Systems Incorporated
AXA Foundation

Bader Martin PS

Ben Bridge Jewelers

Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Microsoft Corporation

ParentMap

Saltchuk Resources, Inc.
Versaterm
FOUNDATIONS

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Goldberg Family Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation

New School Foundation
RealNetworks Foundation

School’s Out Washington

Seattle Foundation

Union Bank Foundation

INDIVIDUALS

Joy Abia

Margaret & John Ales
Alan Alhadeff

Pamela Altman
Patricia Anderson
Anonymous

Ms. Virginia Anderson
Maria Andrijeski

Mike Antinore & Theresa Nester
Michele Aoki

Pierre Aoukar

John Arnold

Amy Astle-Raaen
Mark Atkins

Cornelia Atwater
Nancy Babienko

Jenny Bagby

Patrice Bahnsen

Dr. Mark Balter O.D.
Christopher Barry
Helen Bartuska

Ms. Nikki Bautista
Myst Beal

Gail Bean

Vic & Carlene Belonis
Ames Bennett

Allison & Bob Bergstrom
Joanna Bichsel

Darcy Birkeland

Molly Black

Janet Boguch

Ms. Jean Boler

Lisa Booth

Ma Annabel Borromeo
Ms. Alice Bossart
Chris Ajemian & Megan Bowman

Rabbi Dan Bridge & Simcha Shtull
Mr. Herb Bridge

Jon & Bobbe Bridge

Judith Briscoe

Molly & Robert Briscoe

Hara Brook & Scott Hannah
Douglas Brown

Paul & Dottie Brown

Susan & Jim Brown

Michael Bryan-Brown

Jean Bryant

Steven Bury

Heather Buser

Julia Calhoun

Annemarie Callahan

Karen Carlson & Gail Petteruti
Lind & George Carr

Monica Cary

Mary Case

Monica & Keith Cash
Cynthia Cavalle

Dawn & John Cerqui

Ms. Jean Chaback

Carmen & Paul Chan

Cindy Chapman

Lorraine Cheng & Mark Nakagawara
Nancy & Henry Chou

Ken Colling

Patrick & Pamela Cone

Gary Connor, Ph.D.

Lorrie Cook

Shannon Corbin & Jonathan Tingstad
Beverly & Mark Corey

Judith & Brad Coryell

Shirley Crawford

Robert Crowley

Karen Cusick

Michele Cutitto & Tobias Dang
Jeannie Cziesia

Phyllis Daniels

Jean Thei & Samuel Dao

Mr. Char Davies

Sandra & Roger Dean

Ben Dehghan

Siggy Denny & Lester Eastlick
Barbara & Thomas Dickhaus
Paul Difuria

Nancy & Kaspar Donier

Carl Donovan

Sarah Doud

George Duff

Ms. Earline Duhon

Juliette Dunkelberger

Denise & Steven Dyette

Ms. Liz Economou

Ms. Mary Economou
Deborah & Peter Ehrlichman
Jae Ellard

Hank & Betty Elliott

Liz Budd Ellmann & Steven Ellmann
Sonya Elondahl

Michele Elwell

Michele Englehart & Rich Campbell

Khaiersta English

Ann Espo & Steve Tatge

Ms. Jenny Estep

Steve Cohen & Rhonda Estigoy

Sharon Evans

Ms. Jane Fairchild

Crystal & Paul Fallert

Brian & Jacquie Garcia-Fauver

Jake Fawcett & Connie Burk

Elizabeth Fetherston

Kari Field

Chris Fife

Susan Finkel

Nathan Foged

Marrene & Jody Franich

Kimberly Frappier

Julie Frazier

Erskine & Hiroko Fred

Marcia Friedman

Meredith Froemke

Greg Garetson & Florence Deleranko

Jennifer Gaus & David Lion

Lorien & Brian Geoghagan

Kristin Gergen

Debra Gibbs

Sally Gilbert de Vargas

George Gilbert & Felicia Porter

Jamie Goldberg

Dr. Maria Goodloe-Johnson
& Mr. Bruce Johnson

Clathel & William Goodwin

Edmond & Kathy Gore

Lisa Graham

Amy Griffin

Sherman Griffin

Karen Gronberg

Rich Grunder & Christina Economou

Aaron Grzywinski

Ciarai Gude

Meredyth Guerrero-Dabson

Kevin Haggerty

Trish & Kent Hale

Megan Ham

Ms. Lea Hamlin

Polly Hankin

Lisa Hanley

Marilyn Hanley

Clara Hanson

Randall Hardy

Lynn & Mark Harmann

Ksenya Harmelin

Teresa Hart

Cary Hayes

Elizabeth & John Heile

Sharon Heinemann

Marnie & Scott Hendrix

Erin Hennessey & Peter Lewis

Barbara Herrington

Paul Hill

Scott & Leah Hill

Erin Hobbs

Paul Hoffman

Ms. Christina Hogan

Diane Honeyman

James Howe

Stacey Howe-Lott

Naoko Huffman

Whitney Hupf

Angela Hurlock

Efrat Hurvitz

Sarah Hussaker
Annemarie Hutson

Heidi Hynes

Eric & Johanna lwamoto
Amy & Wyeth Jessee
Bradley Johnson

Katherine Johnson

Dwight & Amy Jones
Victoria Jones

Danika Jornadal

Mr. Joseph Jornadal

Mr. Brian Judy

Lynne Kalina & Chris Houck
Ms. Deborah Katz

Geri & Dave Keene

Marcie Kellegrew

Joel Keller & Karen Aliabadi
Ms. Leslie Kempthorne
Richard Kenkers

Yulia & Ryan Kidd

Chloe Kieling

Becky Kimmel

Tiffany & Scot Kirk
Christian Kisky

Jennie Klein

Joseph Kral

Dr. Christian Kuhr

Carol & Branko Kukolja
Agnes Kwiecinski

Leslie Laird McConnell
Anita Lam

Dr. Paul Lange

Mary Lou & William Laprade
Mr. Dennis Large

Shawn Larsen-Bright & Christina
Larsen

Danny LaTurner

Sequoya Lazo

Doris Chan-Lee & Elton Lee
Raymond Lee

Tammy Lee & Jason Winemiller
Martha Phelps & Daniel Lepow
Erin Letey

Rebecca Leuthold

Mr. Doug Link

Richard Lippold

Cindy Lohman

John Lombard

Andre Lukez

Nicholas Lyons



Greg Maass
Keith MacDonald
Angela & Chris Macey-Cushman
Bill & Cory Maclay
Barbara & Donald Madsen
Sivarudrap Mahesh
& Kortgere Hemavathi
Lauren March
Ms. Vanessa Marfin
Lisa Martin
Ms. Elaine Matthes
Joan McBride
Marcey & Mark McCabe
Laura McCall & Robert Hamilton
Pamela McClaran
Margaret McCormick & Gautam Nayar
Lara McGowan
Deborah McGrew
Katherine McIntyre
Candace & Stanley McKenzie
Deborah McLaughlin
Bryan McRae
Jody McVittie
Scott & Melissa Milburn
Susan Miller
Tisha Mitrovich
Suzi Mohn
Matthew & Molly Montague
Karen Moore
Ms. Chris Morningstar
Taylor & John Morris
Elizabeth Morrison
& Richard MacDonald
Sarah Moye
Eva Mtaza
William Mueting & Jane Rygg
Brian Murphy
Jennifer Murray
Jane Nakagawa
Andrea Nall
Jerry Farstad & Melissa Nathanson
Jennifer Nield
Gerald Nobbs
Treresita Obeirn
Gayla O'Donnell
Harry O'Donnell
Viki & Paul Okerlund

Timothy O’Leary

Molly Olsen

Sherry Olsen

Marky Olson

Vito & Laura Orlando
Jane Osterman

Erin Overbey & Jim Pugel
Simone & John Pace
Amy Paige & Tim Callahan
Richard Parker

Dena Parmer

Gillian & George Peckham
Amy & Jonathan Perera
Patrick Perkins

Teryn Peroff

Lisa & Eric Peterson
Stacy Peterson

Lorraine Phillips

Ronald Piland

Kenny & Donna Pittman
Stephanie & John Policar
Johanna Polit

Lisa Powell

Anne Purcell

Ms. Allison Rabbitt

Mr. Al Radant

Dianne Ramerman

Tim & Nel Reagan

Holly Reed

Mrs. Ora Reese
Timothy Richards
Masumi Rinaldi

Barbara Ring

Brian & Dina Ringer
Christine Roberts

John Robinson

Linda Robinson
Shannon Robinson
Meghan Rockowitz
Harold Rubin

Greg & Vania Rudolf
Jamie Running

Angela Russell

Brenda & Don Rutzer
Paal Ryan

Martin Saxer & Kathryn Crawford

Joe Schmidt

John & Anne Schmidt
Matthew & Sylvia Schneider
Nancy Schoegg|

Theresa Schroeder

Lee & Margaret Scovern
Annmarie Sewell
Catherine Sewell

Lisa & Dave Sharpe
Stacie Sheridan

Skylar Sherwood
Margaret Siegfried

Eric & Dana Silberstein
Leslie Silverman

Kathryn Simons

Owen & Ann Singer
Janet Smith

Ms. Judy Smith & Mr. Thomas Glans
Megan Smith

Megan Smith

Sarah Smith

Merri Snow

Charlotte Spang

Storey Squires

Barbara & Ed St Onge
Susan Stanley-Jones
Michelle Steckler

Adam Ganz & Cynthia Steiner
Maria Strickland

Kristin & Kyle Sugamele
Gabriele Sukovaty

Jesse Summerville

Lisa Syme

Larry Tate

Kevin Taylor

Ms. Linda Taylor-Manning
Raymond Thomas

Mrs. Lillian Thompson
Maria L. Thompson

Paul & Meiko Thompson
Tanya Thompson

Nancy Thordarson

Lisa Thurber

Finn Torgrimsen Longinotto
Lauren Tozzi

Sara Trethewey

Scott Tucker

Michael Ubezzi

Karen Uboldi

Ms. Elizabeth Upton

Reba Utevsky

Karlyn Vasan

Margaret Vert

Lidia Villegas

David Vlasaty

Janet Vogelzang

Natasha Vorley

Diane & Dennis Warshal

Eli & Sheryl Warshal

Joan & James Watt

Tracy Wayman

Gretchen Weitkamp & Mark Boyar
Suzanna Westhagen

Amanda Whiting

Brian Whiting & Family
Francine Wiest

Kirsten Wild & Brendan Works
Melinda Williams

Shari Williams

Ryan Williamson

Bart Wilson

Ms. Angie Windus

Judy Witmer

Mr. Fritz Wollett

Patrick Womac

Benling Wong

Jenny & Kevin Worth

Steven Wrenn

Herb Wright & Helen Huang
Tessie Wu

Irene Yamamoto & Doug McLaren
Deborah Yand

Susan Zeman & Robert Downing
Anne & Marcos Zuniga

ORGANIZATIONS

Committee for Children
EA2

Local Independent Charities
Missionfish

Talaris

United Way




Assets

August 31,

Current Assets:
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Accounts Receivable, Net
Prepaid Expenses

Total Current Assets

Property and Equipment, Net

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities:
Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses
Refundable Deposits
Unearned Program Fees

Total Current Liabilities
Capital Lease Obligations
Total Liabilities

Unrestricted Net Assets

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES
August 31,

Revenue and Support:
Program Service Fees
Grants and Contributions
Miscellaneous Revenue
Investment Income

Total Revenue and Support

Expenses:
Program Services
Management and General
Fundraising

Total Expenses
Increase in Unrestricted Net Assets
Unrestricted Net Assets, Beginning of Year

Unrestricted Net Assets, End of Year

S,\)\l/'/(
&) =
~ =
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2010

$676,368
52,985
10,485

$815,953

$121,988
32,900
36,274

$815,953

2010

$1,843,445
68,407
1,314
2,958

1,914,366

1,639,278
197,371
77,717

$620,051

Allocation of Funds Received

for Fiscal Year 2010

4.1%

Fundraising

10.3%
Management
and General

85.6%
Current and
Future Needs
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Be a Patron of Play

Support high quality child care for kids!
www.kidscompany.org/sharing
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Kids Co.

2208 NW Market Street, Ste. 510
Seattle, WA 98107
206.781.8062
admin@kidscompany.org
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