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⚫  T H E  W O R S H I P  H Y M N  ⚫ 
 

 
 

THE NEGRO NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Lift Every Voice and Sing 
 

Lift ev'ry voice and sing, Till earth and heaven ring.  
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise, High as the list'ning skies,  
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun  Of our new day begun,  
Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

◆ 
 

Stony the road we trod, Bitter the chast'ning rod,  
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, Have not our weary feet   
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered; 

Out from the gloomy past, Till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

◆ 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,  
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou who hast by Thy might, Led us into the light,  
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee, 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, May we forever stand,  
True to our God, True to our native land. 

 
 
 

Words by James Weldon Johnson Copyright Edward B. Marks Music Corp. 
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⚫  T H E  O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P  ⚫ 

 

 

THE PRELUDE “Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him” – Psalm 37:7a 
 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS “good news gives health to the bones.” – Proverbs 15:30b   
 

THE PROCESSIONAL  “Your procession has come into view, O God,  
the procession of my God and King into the sanctuary.” – Psalm 68:24 

 

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION “Gather the people, consecrate the assembly;  
bring together the elders, gather the children.” – Joel 2:16a 

 

THE DOXOLOGY - HYMN #647 “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow!” 
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” – John 4:24 
 

MINISTER:  
(PSALM 122:1-2) 

I was glad when they said unto me, "Let us go to the House of the Lord!" 
Our feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

PEOPLE: 
(PSALM 84:10) 

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand. 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God  

than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
 ● 

MINISTER: 
(PSALM 122:9) 

For the sake of the House of the Lord our God. I will seek your good. 

PEOPLE: 
(PSALM 92:13) 

Those that be planted in the house of the Lord  
shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

 ● 

MINISTER: 
(PSALM 26:8) 

O Lord, I have loved the habitation of your house  
and the place where your honor dwells. 

PEOPLE: 
(HABAKKUK 2:20) 

For the Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth keep silence before Him. 

 ● 

MINISTER: 
(PSALM 19:14) 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable  
in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

PEOPLE: 
(PSALM 98:1 & 4) 

O sing unto the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things. 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth, sing praises. 

 

THE WORSHIP HYMN - HYMN #578, AMEC HYMNAL “LIFT EV'RY VOICE AND SING” 
 

THE WORSHIP PRAYER  PRAY TOGETHER … IN ONE VOICE 

We give thanks to you, O Lord our God, for all your servants and witnesses of time 
past: for Abraham, the father of believers, and Sarah his wife; for Moses, the lawgiver, and 
Aaron, the priest; for Miriam and Joshua, Deborah and Gideon, and Samuel with Hannah 
his mother; for Elijah and all the prophets; for Mary, the mother of our Lord; for Peter and 
Paul and all the Apostles, evangelists and martyrs of the early Church; for John and 
Charles Wesley, Richard and Sarah Allen, William Paul Quinn, Daniel Alexander Payne, 
Jareena Lee and all of those who have helped to established our faith and identity; and for 
Bishop Jeffrey Leath, Presiding Elder James Smith, and all of those who are leading your 
Church. In your mercy, O LORD our God, give us, as you gave to them, the hope of salvation 
and the promise of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, whom you sent to reconcile 
the world to yourself: We praise and bless you for those whom you have sent in the power 
of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all nations. For the kingdom and the power and the 
glory are yours forever, in the name of Christ Jesus, we pray… AMEN! 

 

THE PRAYER RESPONSE “By day the LORD directs his love, at night his song is with me 
— a prayer to the God of my life.” – Psalm 42:8 
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSON LUKE 5:1-11, The Message 
1  Once when he was standing on the shore of Lake Gennesaret, the crowd was pushing in on 

him to better hear the Word of God. 2  He noticed two boats tied up. The fishermen had just left 
them and were out scrubbing their nets. 3  He climbed into the boat that was Simon's and asked 
him to put out a little from the shore. Sitting there, using the boat for a pulpit, he taught the crowd.  

4  When he finished teaching, he said to Simon, "Push out into deep water and let your nets 
out for a catch."  

5  Simon said, "Master, we've been fishing hard all night and haven't caught even a minnow. 
But if you say so, I'll let out the nets." 6  It was no sooner said than done—a huge haul of fish, 
straining the nets past capacity. 7  They waved to their partners in the other boat to come help 
them. They filled both boats, nearly swamping them with the catch.  

8  Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell to his knees before Jesus. "Master, leave. I'm a sinner and 
can't handle this holiness. Leave me to myself." 9  When they pulled in that catch of fish, awe 
overwhelmed Simon and everyone with him. 10  It was the same with James and John, Zebedee's 
sons, coworkers with Simon.  

Jesus said to Simon, "There is nothing to fear. From now on you'll be fishing for men and 
women." 11  They pulled their boats up on the beach, left them, nets and all, and followed him.  

 

THE INTROIT 
- HYMN #69 

“From all that dwell below the skies, Let thy Creator's Praise Arise;  

Let thy Redeemer's Name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 
 

*THE FOUNDER’S DAY LITANY “You have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.” – Psalm 61:5 
 

Leader: It is with grateful hearts that we give thanks to God for the gift of empowerment,  

liberation and community in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: The LORD's Name be praised, HALLELUJAH! 
❖ 

Leader: For the apostles, martyrs and heroes of the faith. 

People: The LORD's Name be praised, HALLELUJAH! 
❖ 

Leader: For the ecumenical Christian community to which all Christians belong,  

sharing a common origin and destiny despite our diversity in worship, polity, and theology. 

People: The LORD's Name be praised, HALLELUJAH! 
❖ 

Leader: For the new insights and fresh fervor brought by the reformers and prophets in our history. 

People: The LORD's Name be praised, HALLELUJAH! 
❖ 

Leader: For the African Methodist Episcopal Church and its unique place  

and special contribution to the church and community. 

People: The LORD's Name be praised, HALLELUJAH! 
❖ 

Leader: For the experience of two centuries of liberation struggles and reconciliation gifts,  

and for the prospect and promise of a third century. 

People: The LORD's Name be praised, HALLELUJAH! 
❖ 

Leader: For that unique prophet, apostle of freedom, and model of ebony excellence,  

whose blessed name is Richard Allen. 

People: The LORD's Name be praised, HALLELUJAH! 
❖ 
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Leader: For the beloved of our history and their special emphases: Daniel Alexander Payne,  

William Paul Quinn, Henry McNeil Turner, John R. Hawkins, Lucy Hughes,  

and all the bishops and leaders of our church. 

People: The LORD's Name be praised, HALLELUJAH! 
❖ 

Leader: For the obscure and unsung heroes of the faith: presiding elders, pastors, laypersons, 

missionaries, and youth, who have kept the faith in hard times and remote places. 

People: The LORD's Name be praised, HALLELUJAH! 
❖ 

Leader: For the genius of the conference system which recovers the story, renews the faith,  

deepens the commitment, and preserves our holy heritage generation upon generation. 

ALL: The LORD's Name be praised, HALLELUJAH AND AMEN! 
 

*Written by Bishop John Hurst Adams (1927-2018): the 87th Elected and Consecrated Bishop in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. This Founder’s Day litany appeared in The Journal of Christian Education, Volume 60 Fall 1999 Number 26. 

 

THE GLORIA PATRI 
- HYMN #628 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. AMEN.” 
 

THE CHOIR PRAISE! “I will praise God's name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving..” – Psalm 69:30 
 

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING 
• Tithes & Offerings, and Missionary Offering 

“All things come of Thee, O Lord and of Thine own  

have we given Thee. Amen” - 1 Chronicles 29:14~HYMN #644  
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not 

throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” — MALACHI 3:10   

“God loves a cheerful giver.” — 2 CORINTHIANS 9:7 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
“He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you, 

unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  

And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” – Matthew 18:2-5 THE YPD MESSAGE 

 

THE CHOIR PRAISE! “My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you— I, whom you have redeemed.” – Psalm 71:23 
 

THE FOUNDER’S DAY MESSAGE Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages— 
so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” – Mark 1:38 

c 

THE INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  
– Romans 10:13 

 

THE ALTAR CALL 
  “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember  

that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar.  
First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.” – Matthew 5:23-24 

 

THE WELCOME “He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing.”  
– Luke 9:11b 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching...” – Acts 2:42a 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  The third day he arose from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the church universal, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sin, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  AMEN! 

 

THE BLESSING & BENEDICTION “Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this 
you were called so that you may inherit a blessing..”– 1 Peter 3:9 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
By Dr. Dennis C. Dickerson, Former Executive Director of AMEC Research & Scholarship 

 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church grew out of the Free African Society which Richard 

Allen, Absalom Jones, and others established in Philadelphia in 1787. When officials at St. 

George’s Methodist Episcopal Church pulled blacks off their knees while praying, Free 

African Society members discovered just how far some white Methodists would go to enforce 

racial discrimination against African Americans. Hence, these members of St. George’s made 

plans to transform their society into an African congregation. Although 

most wanted to affiliate with the Protestant Episcopal Church, Richard 

Allen led a small group who resolved to remain Methodists. In 1794 Bethel 

AME Church was dedicated with Allen as pastor. To establish Bethel’s 

independence from interfering white Methodists, Allen, a former Delaware slave, successfully 

sued in the Pennsylvania courts in 1807 and 1815 for the right of his congregation to exist as 

an independent institution. Because black Methodists in other middle Atlantic communities 

encountered racism and desired religious autonomy, Allen called them to meet in Philadelphia 

to form a new Wesleyan denomination, the AME Church. 
 

The geographical spread of the AME Church prior to the Civil War was mainly restricted to the 

Northeast and Midwest. Major congregations were established in Philadelphia, New York, 

Boston, Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Washington, DC, Cincinnati, Chicago, Detroit, and other large 

Blacksmith's Shop cities. Numerous northern communities also gained a substantial AME 

presence. Remarkably, the slave states of Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri, Louisiana, and, for a 

few years, South Carolina, became additional locations for AME congregations. The 

denomination reached the Pacific Coast in the early 1850’s with churches in Stockton, 

Sacramento, San Francisco, and other places in California. Moreover, Bishop Morris Brown 

established the Canada Annual Conference. 
  

The most significant era of denominational development occurred during the Civil War and 

Reconstruction. Oftentimes, with the permission of Union Army officials, AMEC clergy moved into the states of 

the collapsing Confederacy to pull newly freed slaves into their denomination. “I Seek My Brethren,” the title of 

an often repeated sermon that Theophilus G. Steward preached in South Carolina, became a clarion call to 

evangelize fellow blacks in Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Texas, and many other parts of the South. Hence, in 1880, 

AME Church membership reached 400,000 because of its rapid spread below the Mason-Dixon line . When 

Bishop Henry McNeil Turner pushed African Methodism across the Atlantic into Liberia and Sierra Leone in 

1891 and into South Africa in 1896, the AME Church now laid claim to adherents on two continents. 
 

While the AMEC is doctrinally Methodist, clergy, scholars, and lay persons have 

written important works which demonstrate the distinctive theology and praxis which have 

defined this Wesleyan body. Bishop Benjamin W. Arnett, in an address to the 1893 World’s 

Parliament of Religions, reminded the audience of the presence of blacks in the formation of 

Christianity. Bishop Benjamin T. Tanner wrote in 1895 in “The Color of Solomon – What?” 

that biblical scholars wrongly portrayed the son of David as a white man. In the post civil rights 

era theologians James H. Cone, Cecil W. Cone, and Jacqueline Grant, who came out of the 

AME tradition, critiqued Euro-centric Christianity and African American churches for their 

shortcomings in fully impacting the plight of those oppressed by racism, sexism, and economic 

disadvantage. 
 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church (AMEC) is a Christ-centered, Bible-based,  

Justice-seeking, and Holy Spirit led global faith-community,  

committed to bringing all persons into a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Richard Allen 

Sarah Allen 

Blacksmith Shop 

Mother Bethel 
Philadelphia 
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ABOUT THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

by 

ANDREW WHITE 
Former Executive Secretary, Division of Christian Education of the AMEC 

 

OUR BEGINNINGS… 1787 AND 1816. Two 

landmark dates in the history of the AME Church. 

A time when black people (or “Africans”) 

formally affirmed their desire for self-expression 

and fuller involvement in the worship of God. So 

began the movement to separate from the white 

people’s church — a major step in the black 

American’s quest for social recognition, personal 

dignity and group self-determination. 

 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF PROTEST. Most 

religious groups originated out of some 

theological, doctrinal or ideological dispute or 

concern. But the AME Church grew out of a 

protest against prejudicial treatment forced upon 

black people in the St. George Methodist 

Episcopal Church in Philadelphia. It is important 

to remember that the AME Church came into 

being as a direct result of racial discrimination 

rather than any theological or doctrinal dispute. 

 

A TRADITION THAT CONTINUES TODAY. It was in the late 18th century that Richard Allen 

initiated education classes for black people. The purpose of these classes was twofold: to educate 

and to stress the value of self-help. These themes have carried through to this day. In addition to 

educational programs at the local church level, the AME Church operates more than ten 

institutions of higher learning throughout the world. 

 

WHY METHODISM? The AME Church is a member of the worldwide family of Methodist 

churches. Richard Allen felt that no denomination was better suited to the needs of his people. 

He recognized that Methodism’s plain, simple gospel could be understood by everyone, even 

those with little education. And he liked Methodism’s orderly system of rules — a sense of 

organization that his people so badly needed. In short, Methodism provided “Africans” with the 

best way to help all Blacks achieve, both spiritually and intellectually. 
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AME FOUNDER'S DAY 

 WORD SEARCH 

N G F W K P J Z Q R F L S E H S N W L C S Y Y J C S L S T S 

F L O R A A L L E N V A E H T O B F Z B W T A K M V Q E F L 

D O M B K N I D J F I P P S I Y U L F A M E Z N Q I M N D V 

V F R F D J G P T N I F P T G D L C A D G I T L S Z L O D S 

F O O F N E E H T S A V A W I K I X F C F C N H O P L J S T 

A T F H P O V G C O M N W H L X L E F Y K O Y E W A N M D E 

A I E L U N E O U P I M E U S Y S T L F M S T H D H D O K H 

Y N H T Z O P R A M O B F G K B A S M R E N M Q D E B L G E 

K G C P R A S A R A H B A S S A L L E N T A V I K V B A F L 

L J X G L Q G E B X U K V A J D J V K T H C Y N T J R S Z E 

N J E F U E T X B N H I J I Z H E U I H O I R V Y H L B F H 

L S O I Q E D B I S H O P B D F Q C U U D R K U A P S A S T 

N B Q H D F W A I J T F P V W C N Z D Y I F R M V E F H J X 

D D M F N G J X L D M J X O C U Z X Z C S A O W M S Q D O K 

V W L T O W P H Y I B E L K Z V L E I I T E M R O X R P Z P 

Q E U N M J E A Y N H L X T Z T H Q M F L E R I W S B V X M 

S L T D B C U S A K E P F I C I K G I C X R P C Z J W U K G 

X U J V Y N M Q L Y J W U S F M H Y P U D F D H W P E V Q H 

L E M D B H R K W E C M J Z C C W I H Y G W V A G V N S D W 

Q W I J H U B W U L Y T E N R L N Y E S L K N R X L U X J O 

N O L D E J T P F J M Z N U V H G V I E E R U D B D D K K T 

M A C G N L V Q Z Q Q G H K R W S S C Z O R V A F Z K R V Q 

L B C B P T T M G I S C O I T Y T G K R Q P R L M W K E A J 

Q F R I I F D G B A Z V T R E I M G G T O F C L F G B D H X 

S M Q D R H Y A F V B J Y N U F R S G B S F I E H Q R N I H 

F M Q R K F I D Y M W M G S V S O D W D X J M N O A C U H P 

D M H I A Y A U E J F H E J N O C O D G K V H N W T V O B W 

G Y D U J G F N J X P N A J K V E E L A N E R A J E V F R O 

R O Y L I Y W T J F G M W V D R S B K E O R I J H Y R L L X 

L E H T E B R E H T O M R Q E Z W B G R I O L L A Q B G T C 
 

ABSALOM JONES  

AFRICAN  

BISHOP 

BLACKSMITH SHOP 

CHURCH 

EPISCOPAL 

FLORA ALLEN 

FOUNDER 

FREE AFRICAN SOCIETY  

JARENA LEE 

JOHN WESLEY 

METHODIST 

MOTHER BETHEL 

PHILADELPHIA 

RICHARD ALLEN 

SAINT GEORGES 

SARAH BASS ALLEN 

SELF DETERMINATION 

YELLOW FEVER 

 
  



 
23 Sunday, February 10, 2019  FOUNDER’S DAY! 

∙  L I V E  ∙  L O V E  ∙  L E A R N  ∙  

 

— A N N O U N C E M E N T S  &  H A P P E N I N G S—  

 
 

  

TEACHING MOMENTS 
Next Week’s Scripture Lessons:  

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany − Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 ; Luke 6:17-26 

Church School for ALL Ages − 9:30am Every Sunday 

Pastor’s Bible Study − Every Wednesday @ 11:00am 
 

MONTHLY MINISTRY MEETINGS 

• Choir Rehearsal – EVERY Thursday @ 6:30pm 
• Steward Board – Monday, February 4, 2019 @ 6pm 
• Official Board – Monday, February 11, 2019 @ 6pm (Minister’s Meeting to follow) 
• Lay Organization – Sunday, February 17, 2019 Following the Benediction 
• Class Leaders – Monday, February 18, 2019 @ 6pm 
• Trustee Board – Wednesday, February 20, 2019 @ 12pm 
• YPD – Saturday, February 23, 2019 @ 1pm 
• Missionary Society – Sunday, February 24, 2019 Following the Benediction 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS   

 Announcements… 
 

REMINDERS 

 Reminders… 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS   

 Birthdays… 
 

OUR SICK & SHUT-IN 

 Prayer List… 
 

 


