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THE MOSSMAN FAMILY of GISBORNE 
 

The Mossman Family of Gisborne descends from 
Thomas William MOSSMAN and his wife Eleanor 
DILWORTH (daughter of John & Mary Anne 
DILWORTH of Donaghmore, County Tyrone, Ireland).  
They married 28 Nov 1847 at Clonfeacle Tyrone, 
Ireland 
 

Thomas & Eleanor Mossman arrived in NZ 1866 after 
having spent 13 years in USA and Canada. 
 
Thomas & Elanor Mossman’s children were: 
Born 1849 – James in Ireland 
  d. 1899 James in Melbourne, Australia  
Born 1852 – William John in Clonfeacle, Ireland 
   m1. 1882 – Mary Adele Stella LONGDILL 
   m2. 1893 – Marion Susan SPRIGGS 
   d. 1933 William John Mossman died in Gisborne 
Born 1856 Thomas Andrew in Canada 
   d. 7 May 1883 in Napier 
Born 1859 – Mary Esther in Kingston, Canada 
   m. 1880 – David Bruce WATT  
   d. 17 Feb 1946 in Gisborne, NZ 
Born 1861 - Isabella Ontario, Canada 
   m. 1882 – George STUBBS 
   d. 26 June 1945 in Gisborne 
Born 1866 – Henry Albert in Auckland, NZ 
   m. Anne WHYTE of Tiniroto 
   d. 1960 in NZ       
 
25 June 1899 Thomas Mossman died in Hastings 

 
 

'MR THOMAS MOSSMAN OBITUARY 
Many will read to-day with regret the notice of the 
death of Mr Thomas Mossman. The deceased 
gentleman had a large circle of friends, who were often 
interested in his old time reminiscences. There are 
very few amongst us now who can remember the 
return of our troops at the close of the Peninsula war, 
and who were able to take an intelligent interest in the 
battle of Waterloo. The old gentleman was born on the 
first day of 1800, and was therefore at the time of his 
death within six months of 100 years of age. He was 
born on Lord Powiscourt’s estate near Dungannan, in 

Ireland. After completing his education he went to 
England, and was engaged in lace manufacturing for 
about twenty-five years. It was during this period that 
the notorious riots occurred and that Nottingham 
Castle was fired and destroyed. The Duke of Portland 
(whose confidence he enjoyed) swore Mr Mossman in 
as chief of the special constables. 
 
At the end of this period he inherited the family home 
and returned to Ireland. Fifty-two years ago he married 
Miss Eleanor Dilworth, who was also born near 
Dungannan, on Lord Ranfurly’s estate. After a few 
years’ residence at the old home, he tired of 
gentlemanly inactivity and sold out and went to 
Canada and the States. He remained in America about 
thirteen years, and then came to Auckland at the 
repeated request of his brother-in-law, the late James 
Dilworth, of Auckland. He settled in Waikato for a 
number of years, finally removing to Hawke’s Bay 
about twenty years ago. He leaves a wife and four 
children, Mr W. J. Mossman and Mrs D. B. Watt, of 
Poverty Bay, Mr H. A. Mossman, of Hastings, and 
Mrs G. Stubbs, of Clive. The deceased did not 
attribute his advanced age to any special system, but 
to habitual care to avoid all kinds of excess, and to 
simple living. His medical attendant pronounced him 
sound and free from disease. He died peacefully, 
perfectly conscious and happy. His childlike faith and 
Christian life attracted the attention of all who knew 
him. 
 
OBITUARY of ELEANOR MOSSMAN  
NZ Herald 18 Nov 1914 
The death of Mrs Eleanor Mossman occurred in a 
private hospital in Hastings on Saturday. Mrs 
Mossman was born on the Dilworth family estate in 
Dungannan, north of Ireland, and was a sister of the 
late Mr. James Dilworth, of Remuera, and was the only 
surviving member of the family. Her husband 
predeceased her by some years, having attained the 
age of 100 years, while Mrs. Mossman was 96 years 
of age. A son of the deceased lady is Mr. W. J. 
Mossman, of Ellerslie. 
 
Thomas & Eleanor Mossman are both buried in the 
Napier Hill Cemetery 
 

  



Compiled by L M James (researcher) of Gisborne 

WILLIAM JOHN MOSSMAN 
Son of Thomas William MOSSMAN & Eleanor DILWORTH 

 

William John Mossman was born 1852 in Clonfeacle, 
Ireland.  He arrived in NZ with his parents Thomas & 
Eleanor Mossman in 1866.  The family finally settled in 
the Hawke’s Bay some years later.  
 
18 Oct 1882 – William John MOSSMAN married 
Mary Adele Stella LONGDILL (b. 1860, daughter of 
Pynson Wilmot LONGDILL & Harriet ROBINSON) 
It is from the Longdrill side of the Mossman family 
have inherited the Christian names WILMOT & 
PYNSON 
 

 
 

4 April 1889 Mary Adele Mossman died & was buried 
in the Makaraka Cemetery, Gisborne 

 
 
William John & Mary Adele Mossman’s children were 
all born in Gisborne: 
b. 1883 - Pynson Wilmot (WWI Veteran as below) 
   m. 1921 – Mabel LANGLANDS 
   Died 25 Apr 1963 in Gisborne 
b. 1885 – Esther Muriel  
   m. 1931 – Horace Rust RICH 
   Died 8 Apr 1966 in Auckland  
b. 1886 – Thomas Henry (WWI Soldier) 
   Died 12 Apr 1915 in Cairo, Egypt (see below) 
 
The LONGDILL cousins of the Mossman Family also 
had several WWI veterans in their Family as below: 
 
Sons of George Frederick & Mary Jane LONGDILL 
(George was a brother to Mary Adele Mossman):- 
 
Tpr 13/2218 Pynson Wilmot Longdill  
   of the Auckland Mounted Rifles 
 
Tpr 12/2573 George Frederick Longdill  
    Of the Auckland Infantry Regtiment  

 
Both Pynson (left) & his brother George Longdill were wounded 

during the War 

 
 

Son of Emily Mary & Johan Oscar FAIR 
(Emily is an older sister to Mary Ann Mossman) 
 

Pte 21237 Bertram Rudolf FAIR  
   Of the 2

nd
 Battalion Wellington Regt. 

   1916 - Pte B R Fair was killed in action in France 

 
Pte. Bertram R Fair, Of Birkdale was Killed in Action 

 
1 Jan 1893 – William John MOSSMAN married 2

nd
 

Marian Susan SPRIGGS in Gisborne 

 
 
1933 - William John Mossman died in Gisborne aged 
80yrs and his wife Marian died in 1948 aged 82 yrs 

 
 

William & Marian Mossman’s children were all born is 

Gisborne: 

b. 1894 – James Dilworth Bradley (WWI soldier) 

   Died 19 May 1915 Gallipoli, Turkey – see below) 

b. 1895 – William Bertram (WWI veteran see 

          below) 

   m. 1918 – Edna Dorothy RICHARDSON 

   Died 12 Dec 1934 in Gisborne 

b. 1899 – Charles Bruce 

   m. Nellie Amy GRAHAM  

   Died 19 May 1967 in Gisborne 

 
Charles & Nellie Mossman had 2 children  
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Tpr 50887 – PYNSON WILMOT MOSSMAN 
Son of William John MOSSMAN and Mary Adele Stella LONGDRILL 

 
b. 12 July 1883 – Pynson Wilmot Mossman was 
born in Gisborne 
 

He was a farmer in the Tiniroto district on Awapiko 
Station when the war broke out and in 1917 he 
enlisted and embarked for Egypt.  Below is a story of 
Pynson Mossman and his “War Horse”, Star.   
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The Mounted Rifle Brigade crossing the Jordon River 

 
 

Trooper Pynson Wilmot Mossman # 50887 of the 
Wellington Mounted Rifles returned home on the 
Hororata in September 1919 
 
In 1921 – Pynson Wilmot MOSSMAN married Mabel 
LANGLANDS (b. 1895 in Nelson) 
 

25 April 1963 - Tpr P W MOSSMAN, # 50887 of the 
Wellington Mounted Rifles, died aged 79 years. 

 
 
9 July 1978 Mabel MOSSMAN died in Havelock 
North 
 

Paynson & Mabel Mossman’s children were all born in 
Gisborne:  
Born 1922 – Geoffrey Wilmot (WWII Veteran) 
  d. 6 Aug 2009 in Gisborne (RSA ash; Plot 262) 
Born 1923 - Rodney Wilmot  
   d. 9 Oct 2013 
Born 1923 - Derek (Tim) Wilmot (WWII Veteran) 
   d. 6 Apr 2015 in Rotorua 
Born 1923 – Henry (RNZN) 
Born 1925 – John Wilmot (WWII Veteran) 
   d. 26 Jan 2007 - buried in Gisborne 

 
Born 1928 – Stella Muriel (Mrs Hewetson) 
   d. 4 Jun 1996 in Gisborne  
Born 1929 - Bruce 
Born 1930 - Alan Wilmot 
   d. 8 Dec 2012 in Gisborne 
Born 1932 - Keith Wilmot 
   d. 24 Aug 2014 in Gisborne 
Born 1934 - Colleen Emma 
Born 1936 - Virginia Mabel 
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The MOSSMAN Triples 
22 April 2013 – Rotorua Daily Post 

 
Each has his own answer to longevity, but it's likely the 
Mossman triplets have all reached 90 because they're 
so competitive none wants to be the first to die. 
 
It's fair to say that Tim, Rodney and Henry Mossman 
are pretty competitive with each other - something 
which family say comes with the territory for the 
identical triplets who were three of 11 children growing 
up. 
 
The trio celebrated their 90th birthday on April 16 and 
were joined by more than 125 family and friends at a 
party on Saturday in Rotorua. 
 
Two of the three, Tim and Rodney, live in Rotorua 
while Henry is based in Auckland. 
 
The family believe they could be the oldest living 
triplets in the Southern Hemisphere. 
 
Henry puts his longevity down to "sugar, salt, and 
beer", while Tim's wife Pauline thinks it's probably the 
competitive streak that runs strong, with each too 
stubborn to be the first to die. 
 
The three grew up on the remote Awapika Station 
about an hour west of Gisborne. 
 
Mrs Mossman said the trio all have a very sharp sense 
of humour. 

 
She said they had worked hard to carve out a sense of 
being individuals. 
 
Henry's son David said there were a lot of pranks 
between the three. 
 
Tim said one of the strongest memories of the early 
part of his life was serving in World War II. Henry rates 
being in the Navy, and meeting a wife, who also 
served in the Navy with whom he had four sons, as a 
highlight. 
 
At their birthday the three brothers were awarded life 
membership of the Dilworth Old Boys Association. 

 
26 April 2015 – Derek (Tim) W MOSSMAN died in 
Rotorua  
 
Identical triplet Tim Mossman has been farewelled in a 
moving ceremony.He was just a few days off his 92nd 
birthday, which he shared with surviving brothers 
Rodney and Henry when he died 
 
Tim served in Egypt, Italy and Japan. He drove 
through Hiroshima after it had been decimated but 
luckily did not get radiation poisoning. He never really 
talked about his experiences there." 
 
He had also been a brilliant stockman and a great 
farmer with a life-long love for antiques. 
 
Tim Mossman is survived by wife Pauline, their three 
sons - Simon, Peter, and Derrick and three 
grandchildren. 
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Tpr 9/728 - THOMAS HENRY MOSSMAN 
Son of William John MOSSMAN and Mary Adele Stella LONGDRILL 

 
b. 25 Oct 1886 – Thomas Henry Mossman was born 
in Gisborne, NZ  
 

 
Thomas Henry Mossman, service number 9/728 with 
his sister Esther Muriel Mossman (standing) and his 
stepmother Marion Susan Mossman. 
 
Thomas Henry Mossman was a sheep-farmer from 
Waerenga-o-kuri, near Gisborne.  When the First 
World War started, he was 27 years old, single, a well-
known figure in his local community and a member of 
the Gisborne Squadron of the Legion of Frontiersmen. 
The Legion had been founded in England in 1904 to 
provide a body of trained men who would be available 
to serve the British Empire should the need arise. The 
Legion was established in New Zealand in 1911, and 
Thomas Mossman joined in 1912. 
  
Thomas was the first of four Mossman brothers to 
enlist for war service, on 21 October 1914. The 
Gisborne Frontiersmen had been selected to fill a 
shortfall of men in the 2nd Reinforcements of the 
Otago Mounted Rifles. They left for the training camp 
at Trentham on 24 October, and the local newspaper 
reported that 'the men will go into camp in the Legion's 
uniform.'  Thomas is wearing the Legion's uniform in 
this photograph, which must have been taken some 
time between his arrival in Wellington and his 
embarkation with the 2nd Reinforcements on 14 
December.  
 
The sitting in Berry's studio would have been one of 
the last times Thomas and his stepmother and sister 
were together. Thomas' military service was to be 
extremely short.  He landed in Egypt on 3 February 

1915, but was to die of pneumonia in Cairo on 12 April 
1915. 
 
Tragedy again struck the Mossman family a few weeks 
later when Thomas' younger brother James Dilworth 
Mossman was killed in action on Gallipoli on 19 May. 
Two other brothers, William Bertram Mossman and 
Pynson Wilmott Mossman, survived the War.  
 
Mossman descendants still live on the family property , 
'The Laurels'  at Waerenga-o-Kuri.  Laurel leaves are 
an ancient symbol of remembrance, and every year, 
they pluck leaves for making the Gisborne region's 
Anzac Day wreaths from a hedge of laurel trees that 
was planted over 90 years ago in memory of Thomas 
and James. 

 
The Late Trooper T H Mossman  

Of the Otago Mounted Rifles, who died of Diptheria in Cairo on 
11 April 1915  

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 April 1915, Page 3 
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14 August 1915 – Roll of Honour 

 

 

 
9/728 Tpr T H Mossman  

of the N Z Mounted Rifles Brigade, Otago Mounted Rifles 
Died 12 April 1915 and is buried in the Cairo War Memorial 

Cemetery 

In Memory of  
Trooper THOMAS HENRY MOSSMAN 
9/728, Otago Mounted Rifles, N.Z.E.F. 

who died  
on 12 April 1915 

Remembered with honour 
CAIRO WAR MEMORIAL CEMETERY 

 
MOSSMAN, Trooper Thomas Henry, died at Cairo 

from diphtheria.  
A Legion of Frontiersmen member (since 1912), 

Poverty Bay District, with the Expeditionary Force. 
When the second reinforcements were assembling at 
Trentham, the Otago Mounted Regt was short of 40 
men and the deficiency was made up by the Poverty 
Bay Squadron of the L of F, Trooper Mossman being 

among those selected. 
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Tpr 13/1875 JAMES DILWORTH MOSSMAN 
Son of William John MOSSMAN & Marian Susan SPRIGGS 

 

 
Trooper J. DILWORTH MOSSMAN 

3rd Auckland Mounted Rifles 

 
27 March 1915, Poverty Bay Herald 
Letter from Egypt 
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Tpr J D MOSSMAN 

Auckand Mounted Rifles 
Killed in Action 

 

 
 

 
AUCKLAND GRAMMAR SCHOOL MEMORIAL 

Trooper James Dilworth MOSSMAN, 
killed in action Gallipoli, 19th May 1915, 

THE SON OF Mr W J Mossman of Gisborne, was educated at 
Auckland Grammar School 

 

 
 

 
Grave of 13/1875 Trooper James Dilworth Mossman 

NZEF Auckland Mounted Rifles   
at the Walker's Ridge Cemetery, Anzac in Turkey 

died age 21 on 19 May 1915 
Son of W. J. and Marion Mossman. 

Remembered with Honour 
 

http://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/cemeteries/walkers-ridge-cemetery-anzac
http://webapi.aucklandmuseum.com/media/vernon/av/301010/original.jpg
http://webapi.aucklandmuseum.com/media/vernon/av/356271/original.jpg
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Lance-Corporal 24031 WILLIAM BERTRAM MOSSMAN 
Son of William John MOSSMAN & Marian Susan SPRIGGS 

 

b. June 1895 - William Bertram Mossman was born in 

Gisborne 

 

As a young man he was working on the Family Farm 

at Mohaka, Nth Wairoa, Hawke’s Bay 

 

9 Feb 1916 - William B Mossman, having reached the 

age of 20yrs, enlisted for WWI at Trentham and did his 

training at Featherston Camp, having joined the 

Auckland Infantry Regiment 

 
April 1916 – At Featherston Camp – Pte. W B 
Mossman was promoted to Corporal  
 
June 1917 – William Bertram Mossman was wounded 
at Messines and admitted to Walton on Thames 
Hospital in England on June 11

th.
  

 
Oct 1918 –  
Private W B Mossman fourth son of Mr. W J. 
Mossman, of Mohaka, arrived at Gisborne from 
Auckland yesterday. Private Mossman, who was 
formerly residing in this district, enlisted from Auckland 
with the 13th Reinforcements. He was wounded at 
Messines and was in hospital in England for some 
months. Private Mossman has been granted three 
weeks furlough, in New Zealand. 
 
He continued his Military Services in Auckland NZ and 
was discharged in December 1918 
 
4 Nov 1918 - William Bertram MOSSMAN married 
Edna Dorothy RICHARDSON (b. 1895 - daughter of 
G J Richardson of Remuera, Auckland) 
   
5 December 1918 - Hastings Standard 

  
 

William B Mossman on his return to Gisborne farmed 
land in the Waerenga-o-kuri district.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 December 1934 

 
 

 
NZEF, 24031 Pte W B MOSSMAN, Auckland Regt, 

died 12 December 1934 aged 38. 
 

216 June 2004 – Edna Dorothy Mossman died in 
Taupo. 
 
William Bertram & Edna Mossman had 3 children

 


