THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

December 24, 2020
Ringing of the Bells & Welcome

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2—4
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O

2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,

3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come ye, O come____ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - 1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee____ be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation

(P) In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of
this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake

of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and self-examination.

Confession of Sins & Absolution
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
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His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising sts. 1-2, 6
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1 Come, your hearts and voic - es rais - ing, Christ the
2 Christ, from heav’n to us de - scend-ing And in
6 Gra - cious Child, we pray, O  hear wus, From Your
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Lord with glad - ness prais-ing; Loud - ly sing His love a -
love our race be - friend-ing; In our need His help ex-
low - ly man - ger cheer us, Gent - ly lead us and be
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maz - ing, Wor - thy folk of Chris - ten - dom.
tend - ing, Saved us from  the wi -y foe.
near  us Till we join  Your choir a - bove.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020148
Tune: Public domain

Salutation & Prayer of the Day

(P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10—14

'°Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, ''“Ask a sign of the LorD your God; let it
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” “But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not
put the Lorbp to the test.” B And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? '“Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 John 4:7-16

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. "Anyone who does not love does not know
God, because God is love. °In this the love of God was made manifest among us,
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. '°In
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. ''Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. >No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us
and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. *And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be
the Savior of the world. *Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God
abides in him, and he in God. '®So we have come to know and to believe the love
that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and
God abides in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



Allelvia & Verse
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-1u - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25

'8 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. " And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. *° But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. ' She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” ** All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet: ** “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). ** When Joseph woke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, ** but
knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

364 Away in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,

3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, 1 pray.
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The  stars in the sky_ looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra-dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav-en to live with Thee there.

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon

Prayer of the Church

P)

Let us pray for the people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

Brief silence
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(P)

Lord God Almighty, we come before You on this most holy night in awe at the
wonder and majesty of the incarnation. The Savior of the nations has come, and
with joy we greet our newborn King. Let the proclamation of His birth sound
forth throughout the world. Give to Your Church faithful pastors to proclaim
the good tidings of His birth, and give to Your people willing ears to hear and
believe. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In the birth of Your Son, You have signaled the beginning of a new creation;
while we still live in a world wracked by the ravages of sin, we know that the
final victory is Yours. Watch over and keep safe emergency workers and all
whose vocations keep them from their families this evening for the well-being
of our families.
hear our prayer.

In the birth of Your Son, You have visited and redeemed Y our people.
Continue to visit those who are lonely, sick, recovering or near death. Let Your
presence be a comfort to them, and give them perseverance until that time You
grant healing, relief, deliverance and peace.

hear our prayer.

In the birth of Your Son, and by His death and resurrection, You have
reconciled the world to Yourself. Keep us ever mindful that Jesus is for all
people, and give us opportunity to tell others the good news of His coming so
that they can join in the praise of Your holy name.
hear our prayer.

In the birth of Your eternal Son, who is of one substance with You, You visited
mankind, and so Your eternal Godhead is bound to the body and blood He
gives us in the Sacrament of the Altar. Grant faith to all who receive this gift,
that with sins forgiven and love strengthened they can serve their neighbor in
joy.

hear our prayer.

In the birth of Your Son, You have called people of all times and places into the
Body of Christ that is the Church. We give You thanks for all the believers who
have gone before us, especially those who have been with us during
Christmases past and are now with You. Give us a sure confidence in Your



promise of resurrection and eternal life, and bring us at last together with them
into Your presence at the full coming of Your kingdom.

hear our prayer.

(P} Into Your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Offering

Thank you for your continuing support of the work of the Lord through Peace
Lutheran Church in Arbor Vitae. If you would like to make a secure online offering,
please visit our website at www.peacearborvitae.org or scan this QR code with

your smartphone.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-1ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have eternal life. In the beginning You created all things by Your
Word; and in the fullness of time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
full of grace and truth. Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that,
faithfully eating His body and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness
of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

The Peace of the Lord

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution

Prayer before communing
Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You give Yourself to us in this holy Sacrament. Keep us in
Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as You live in us. May Your body and
blood preserve us in the true faith to life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name.
Amen.

366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 Al you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,

4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:

And still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.

Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain-ful steps and slow:
When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.




“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look wup, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,
His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,

The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.

Text and tune: Public domain

370 What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laild to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is

2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own  Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent  Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing  hearts en - throne  Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing.;
pierce  Him through, The Cross be borne for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings  her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text and tune: Public domain

374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a  strang - er.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.

He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All  the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!

Tune and text: Public domain

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.

363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1-3
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1 Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! All is calm,

2 Si - lent night; ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
3Si - lent night, ho - ly night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’n-ly hosts sing, Al -le-1lu - ia! Christ, the Sav-ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Tune and text: Public domain
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