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Name: Power Skill: Identifying common and proper nouns

The Nuts and Bolts of Nouns
 Get a grip on common and proper nouns! A common noun is the general 
name of a person, a place, a thing, or an idea and is not capitalized unless 
it is at the beginning of a sentence.
Examples: bolt, nail, hammer

 A proper noun is the specific name of a person, a place, a thing, or an 
idea and is always capitalized.
Examples: Harold’s Hardware Store, Black & Decker

Directions: Read the nouns on each bolt below. Circle the proper noun in 
each. On the line provided, rewrite each proper noun and insert capital let-
ters as needed. Then rearrange the underlined letters in the proper nouns 
to answer the riddle below.

What kind of nail does a construction worker try to avoid hitting?

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

 12. ______________

  power 
  tool

  fiona 
  forklift

  hinge

 11. ______________

  thomas 
  tile

  grout

  glue

 10. ______________

  ruler

  ace 
  hardware

  hard hat

 9. ______________

  fence

  lamp

  woodplank 
  lane

 8. ______________

  lawn mower

  lenny 
  landscaper

  trash bag

 7. ______________

  scale

  sherwin- 
  williams

  paintbrush

 4. ______________

  workshop

  paul 
  plumber

  tractor

 5. ______________

  corey 
  contractor

  workbench

  trailer

 6. ______________

  john 
  deere

  tool belt

  heater

 3. ______________

  hardware

  construction

  stringer 
  street

 2. ______________

  darryl drill

  warehouse

  screwdriver

 1. ______________

  blueprint

  the home 
  depot

  ladder
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Name: Power Skill: Identifying nouns

Noun Safari

©2001 The Education Center, Inc. • Power Practice • Language Arts • TEC2668 • Key p. 106

 1. Elephants travel across the plains searching for grass to eat.

 2. The girl spotted a group of flamingos eating shellfish. 

 3. Leopards will climb mountains in search of food.

 4. The tourists noticed a hippopotamus swimming in the swamp.

 5. Cheetahs run through the grasslands after prey.

 6. A giraffe uses its long neck to reach high leaves.

 7. The man spotted an ostrich as he looked through his binoculars. 

 8. Colorful birds fly gracefully through the air. 

 9. Monkeys live in the forests or on the plains.

 10. Two zebras have young foals with them.

 11. Crocodiles live in lakes, rivers, and swamps.

 12. Lions live on savannas in small groups called prides.

 Grab your binoculars and your pencil and get ready for a Noun Safari! In each sentence below, 
search for people, places, and things that might be commonly found on a safari. Hint: There is 
more than one noun in each sentence.

Directions: Circle the nouns in each sentence; then write “p” for person, “pl” for place, or “t” for 
thing above each circled word.

  t

Example: The guide drove through the plains in his truck.

 On the back of this sheet, write five sentences using the three 
types of nouns in each sentence. Then have a friend try to find them all.

p pl



6

Name: Power Skill: Identifying common and proper nouns

Sherply on the Case
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 On the back of this sheet, write a paragraph about Secret 
Agent Sherply pursuing a lead for one of her cases. Draw boxes around the common nouns 
and circles around the proper nouns.

 Secret Agent Sherply needs help organizing her case notes so that 
following the leads is easier. Read Agent Sherply’s case notes. Then list 
all of the common and proper nouns in each note on the correct folders.

Common Nouns 
A common noun names any person, 
place, or thing.
Examples: girl, country, holiday

Proper Nouns
A proper noun names a specific person, 
place, or thing.
Examples: Jessica, England, Thanksgiving

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________

Proper Nouns

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________

Common Nouns

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________

Maxwell Melvin 

will meet with 

the mailman 
at midnight. 

Henry Hutchins 
is hiding for the 
holiday.

Phoenix is the 
next city in which 
to pursue the 
missing parrots.

Catherine caught the crook in 
California.

Diamonds were 
discovered 
in the 
downtown 
office.

Check the cor-
ner store on 
Halloween for 
stolen candy.

Watch the 
Braxton 
Building on 
Bunting
Avenue.

Leave the letter 
for Lester in the 
lobby of the 
Lexington Hotel.

Beavers 
chewed 
through five 

benches at 

the park.
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Name: Power Skill: Using pronouns

Pop Music Pronouns

People Make
Donna Smile

12.

_____________ 
_____________
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 On the back of this sheet, list five familiar songs that have one 
or more pronouns in the title. Underline each pronoun. Then rewrite each title, replacing the 
pronouns with nouns.

 Pronouns Rock, Inc., a new recording company, specializes in releasing songs with pronouns 
in the titles. In fact, only songs with pronouns in the titles are released by this exclusive company. 

Part I: Review the definition and examples of pronouns 
shown on the cassette. Then underline the pronouns in 
the song titles on each CD below.

Pronouns are words that
take the place of nouns.

Examples: I, you, him, us, they

Let Her Go

1.

I Need You

2.

You Said,
She Said

3.

He Said
Good-Bye to Me

4.

You and I 
Alone

5.

We Danced

6.

They Don’t
Understand Us

7.

Crazy
About You

8.

Part II: Rewrite each of the following titles on the lines provided. Replace each underlined word 
with a pronoun.

Jim Loves Sarah

9.

_____________ 
_____________

The Stars
Shine for Sammy

10.

_____________
_____________

The Rain
Reminded Michael 
and Me of Mama

11.

_____________
_____________
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Name: Power Skill: Using pronouns

Pronoun Poetry

                   Shel Silverstein
We all love the poems of Shel Silverstein. 1. ___  ___                       

He turned out rhymes like a well-oiled machine. 2. ___  ___ 

They’re the funniest poems you have ever read; 3.  ___   ___  ___  ___  4.  ___  ___  ___ 

I bet you have a poem right now in your head. 5. ___  6.  ___  ___  ___  7.  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

Surely you know about Peggy Ann McKay? 8. ___  ___  ___             

She played sick to miss school on a SATURDAY! 9. ___  ___  ___ 

Or Hector, who collected incredible junk, 10. ___  ___  ___

Lovingly crammed in his old treasure trunk. 11. ___  ___  ___  

There’s Milford Dupree, who was incredibly crude. 12. ___  ___  ___  

Milford talked and he laughed with a mouth full of food. 13. ___  ___  

There’s a boa constrictor; it eats toe to snout.  14. ___  ___             

And Sarah, she just won’t take the garbage out! 15. ___  ___  ___  

Consider the sad fate of poor Jimmy Jet.

Jet watched so much TV, he changed into a set! 16. ___  ___

Shel told us great stories of a light in the attic, 17. ___  ___

Where sidewalks end, and of folks who make magic. 18. ___  ___  ___

Go ahead now; get his books from your shelf. 19. ___  ___  ___  20.  ___  ___  ___  ___

Find a comfortable chair and enjoy yourself! 21. ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___
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 What’s great about Shel Silverstein? In addition to writing 
great poetry, he uses lots of pronouns, words that take the 
place of nouns. Study the three types of pronouns shown 
on the cooking pot. Then read the poem below and follow 
the directions to complete the activity.

Directions: Underline the subject pronouns in red, object 
pronouns in green, and possessive pronouns in blue. Then 
write each pronoun on the spaces provided at the end of each 
line. When you finish, write the circled letters on the 
numbered lines below the poem to solve the puzzle.

 On the back of this sheet, write your own pronoun poem. Use 
at least five different pronouns.

What were Shel Silverstein’s final words as he prepared his pot of “Me-Stew”?

 “… __  __ __ __ __  __ __ __  __ __ __ __ __  __ __
  5  2 8  1  4 12 6  13   10 4   15

 __ __ __ __  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ !”
 18 11 3 16   7    9 20 17

p n j m

c a c k

Subject Pronouns
Example: I am a poet.

Object Pronouns
Example: The poetry 

made him laugh.

Possessive Pronouns  
Example: The poem is 

yours.
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