
The Odyssey: Books 1 and 5 

Activity: Newsfeed, Newsroom 

 

Books 1 and 5 of The Odyssey begin in media res (in the middle of things), introducing the reader to a harried 

Odysseus on the verge of homecoming. In book one, the story alludes (refers) to an incident in which Odysseys lost 

all his men.  In Book 5, we see Odysseus finally freed from Calypso’s island after seven years. 

1)  Why would a writer want to start telling their story in the middle of the action?  Does the choice to do so make 

the reader feel suspense, curiosity, or surprise? Discuss in your group. 

 

 

2)  Now, imagine you and your group belong to a media organization that has been following the story of Odysseus 

since the end of the Trojan War. Each group will be given a page, cover, feed, etc. representing a different type of 

news or media format. The group must then identify the type of publication, its audience, and the tone used in 

order to brainstorm and create several new posts covering the characters and events in The Odyssey Books 1 and 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



1. Based on this image, who are the authors or curators of this webpage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Based on this image, who is the audience for this webpage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the tone of the webpage?  What do you think the goal of the webpage is? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What types of articles, posts, images, or pages would be appropriate (in keeping with the overall objective/tone) 

for this webpage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. In your group, come up with at least 4 new posts for this webpage that cover the events in Books 1 and 5 of The 

Odyssey. 
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1. Based on this image, who are the authors or curators of this magazine? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Based on this image, who is the audience for this magazine? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the tone of the magazine?  What do you think the goal of the publication is? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What types of articles, posts, images, or pages would be appropriate (in keeping with the overall objective/tone) 

for this magazine? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. In your group, come up with at least 2 new articles for this magazine that cover the events in Books 1 and 5 of 

The Odyssey. 



HUMANS OF ANCIENT GREECE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“I’m a simple goatherd from the island of Ithaca.  

It’s been very difficult lately to keep the goats safe.  

Suitors have been all over the island because they 

want to marry King Odysseus’ wife, Penelope.  I’ve 

never seen a woman so faithful. But she has to 

keep the men happy, which means she has to feed 

them. And so my poor herd grows smaller and 

smaller. This is all I have left. I know that we raise 

the goats for food, milk, and hides. But you get 

attached to them. Some days I think about 

sneaking onto a ship with them and sailing for 

another island. But I don’t think I’m clever enough 

to get away with it. I can hear them now, coming up 

over the ridge. I just hope they don’t take the little 

one.” 

“We’re playing ‘Trojan War.’ I’m Paris 

and she’s Helen.  I’m about to steal her!” 

 

“Not if I have anything to say about it!” 

“We noticed a lot of debris washing up on the beach. Shipwrecks 

happen all the time here. But this time is different because there’s no 

sign of a crew. I wonder what happened. Maybe the sirens got them.  

My mother always told me, stay away from women with beautiful 

voices. That’s why not married. It’s my job to clean up after the 

shipwrecks.  Usually the men we find washed up have little love notes 

tucked into their pockets. I can only imagine how sad their wives are.  

Someday I might go to sea. At least then, if my ship goes down, I won’t 

have anybody disappointed, waiting for me.” 



1. Based on this image, who are the authors or curators of this webpage? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Based on this image, who is the audience for this webpage? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the tone of the webpage?  What do you think the goal of the publication is? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What types of articles, posts, images, or pages would be appropriate (in keeping with the overall objective/tone) 

for this webpage? 

 

 
 

 

 

5. In your group, come up with at least 3 new posts for this webpage that cover the events in Books 1 and 5 of The 

Odyssey. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Based on this image, who are the authors or curators of this webpage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Based on this image, who is the audience for this webpage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the tone of the webpage?  What do you think the goal of the publication is? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What types of articles, posts, images, or pages would be appropriate (in keeping with the overall objective/tone) 

for this webpage? 

 

 

 

 
5. In your group, come up with at least 6 new posts for this webpage that cover the events in Books 1 and 5 of The 

Odyssey. 



 



1. Based on this image, who are the authors or curators of this publication? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Based on this image, who is the audience for this publication? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the tone of the publication?  What do you think the goal of the publication is? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What types of articles, posts, images, or pages would be appropriate (in keeping with the overall objective/tone) 

for this webpage? 

 

 

 

 
5. In your group, come up with at least 2 new posts for this publication that cover the events in Books 1 and 5 of 

The Odyssey. 


