
 

 

The Olive Tree 
May 2019 

GLC Highlights 
——————— 

Worship Services 
8:30 & 10:30 AM 
Education Hour 

9:20 AM 
_______________ 
Spaghetti Supper 

May 31 
______________ 
Women’s Retreat 

Calumet 
May 31- June 2 
______________ 
Confirmation 

June 9, 10:30 AM 
______________ 

VBS 
June  24-26  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Save the Dates! 
 

Come sing, dance,  
have lots of fun  

make lots of noise! 
 

Vacation Bible School 
June 24-26  5:45-8:00 pm 

Registration opens May 6th. 



 

 

 
 

Join us June 24-26 from 5:45 - 8:00 PM for a rockin’ and rollin’ Vacation Bible School. 
There will be singing and dancing. We’ll make our own musical instruments and make a 
lot of noise with them.  We will do a world tour of the Bible from Genesis to Jesus and we 
will have lots of games and crafts and fun! 
 
Registration will be opened as of May 6th on the website www.glcmanchester.org.  Volun-
teers are needed and a sign up sheet will appear soon on the Café board.  There are two 
bins up on the counter across from the nursery for needed supplies.  Please help out 
where you can. 
 
Supplies needed are: 

 
 

Toilet Paper Rolls  
Paper Towel Tubes 
Medium sized cardboard boxes (i.e. cereal boxes, snack cracker boxes) 
Rubber bands in various sizes and thicknesses 
Jingle bells in various sizes 
Paper plates 
Aluminum pie tins 
Stickers for decoration 
Large diameter paper or plastic straws 
Dowel sticks, 1/2" or thicker, various lengths 
Dried beans or peas  

 

GRACELAND 
God’s Kingdom Rocks 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregation Council 

Council  
 
Ron Jones - President 
 
David Smith - Vice President 
 
Sue Roma - Treasurer 
 
Abby Kelly - Secretary 
 
Jeanne Manseau - Finance Sec. 
 
Committee Liaisons: 
 
Christian Ed:  Katelyn Shaffer 
       Abby Kelly 
 
Communications: Theo Groh 
 
Finance: Barbara Connor 
     Diane Fortier 
     Ron Jones 
                Jeanne Manseau 
     Sue Roma 
     David Smith 
 
Outreach:  David Smith 
         Tyler Tafelski 
 
Stewardship: Theo Groh 
      David Smith 
 
Worship & Music: Carol Burgess 

Wish List 
 
At the meeting on March 19th, 
the Council approved to put in 
place a “Wish List” that will be 
kept on the members locked ar-
ea of our website.  This list will 

contain items that different groups would like to have or see 
done that hopefully some wonderful members would be will-
ing to help defray the cost of (similar to what has been going 
on with the plowing).  Items must be approved by the appro-
priate committee and then brought to Council for approval.   

GLC Mug Club 
 

Have  you seen our new wooden cof-
fee/tea mug rack on the wall in the 
Café area? It’s still looking a bit bare. 
In our efforts to be more sustainable 
and be good stewards of the earth, not to mention reducing 
our costs with one time paper cup use, we are asking mem-
bers to consider bringing in a mug from home, hanging it on 
the rack and using your own mug on Sunday mornings.  You 
can fill your cup, have your coffee, rinse it out in the upstairs 
kitchen and hang it back up.  As more people join in the Mug 
Club we will add another rack.  So, be a good steward or the 
earth and the Gethsemane wallet and bring in your mug. 

A Note from Stewardship &  Congregation Council 
 A Less Taxing Way To Give 

As many of you did the past three years, the Stewardship, Finance and Council are asking each 
and all of us to consider tithing our Federal Income Tax Refund to Gethsemane. For many of us 
our refund comes as extra income that enables us to do some extra things around the house or 
take a little vacation. It can also be a way to help Gethsemane meet our 2019 ministry goals. 
 This is above and beyond normal giving and should be designated once again as a “Generous Heart 
Gift” so that we may track it. Thank you all for being “Generous Hearts” during 2016-2018. They 
say only two things in life our sure, “death and taxes.” Not so we say, because here at GLC, the 
generosity of our members remains sure. We live in the light of God’s overwhelming generosity, 
and therefore, we are also generous. 



 

 

Many of you have probably seen the lawn signs posted all over Manchester 
that Franklin Graham is coming to here on May 23, with his Decision 
America tour. The purported theme of the tour is to get Americans to stand 
up for the truth of the gospel. 
 
That Franklin Graham is on tour under such a theme is problematic and 
rather disingenuous. 
 

At the heart of the gospel stands the Incarnate Word, Jesus Christ, and it is Jesus who speaks to truth of 
the gospel as he literally embodies God’s will for all of creation. It is this Jesus who quoting scripture 
says that the two greatest commandments are these: 1. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and mind and strength.” 2. “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Unfortunately, this is not 
what Franklin Graham is about. It almost seems as if Graham has forgotten the Incarnation, and with it, 
that part of the Christian message that Lutherans hold so close; that we are justified by grace through 
faith as a gift. Yet, it is not only that this central tenet of faith is missing from Graham’s language, it is 
that he cherry picks the scripture to condemn those with whom he disagrees, while ignoring the Holy 
Scripture’s call to do justice, support the widow and the orphan, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, suc-
cor the poor in their poverty, work for peace, etc.  Graham focuses on the narrow field of personal, and 
often, what he considers sexual sins, while ignoring the 2000 plus scripture verses that address our re-
sponsibility to those in poverty. Further, as a Reconciling in Christ congregation that recognizes that all 
of God’s children are part of God’s marvelous creation, Graham’s singling out of LGBTQia+ brothers, sis-
ters, and siblings as being especially in need of repentance is abhorrent to us, as is his propensity for 
judging others. 
 
Additionally, Graham espouses the theology of millennial dispensationalism, an aberration and heresy of 
the Christian faith. This theology posits that when Christ returns, he will essentially destroy the earth 
and the Jewish people. The theology is based on a few hand-picked verses in scripture taken wholly out 
of context and used to turn Christ’s saving work in the Incarnation upside down. The New Testament is 
very clear. When Christ returns, the earth will be made new, in the image of God, “adorned as a bride to 
meet her husband.” 
 
There is much more to say, but suffice it to say, my pastoral advice is to avoid Franklin Graham and his 
graceless theology. 
 
Peace, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Peter 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Page  



 

 

Thrivent Investments      Month  YTD 
 
Total Account Value beginning of month  $66,398.44 
  Securities Transfers               $0.00           $0.00 
 Additions and Withdrawals     ($10,000)    ($25,000) 
  Income            $655.29            $887.01
 Taxes, Fees and Expenses                $0.00                 ($213.60)
 Change in Investment Value               $0.00               $23,621.46 
End of Month Money Market Cash on hand   $14,889.87              
Total End of Month Account Value            $57,053.73 

Treasurer’s Report - March  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary for March 2019 
 
Monthly Total Contributions vs. Total Expenditures 
 Monthly Contributions   $23,524 
 Monthly Spending    $32,350 
 Difference              ($8,826) 
YTD Total Contributions vs. Total Expenditures  
 YTD Contributions    $77,392 
 YTD Spending             $78,025 
 Difference              ($633) 

Monthly Operating Income vs. Monthly Operating Expenses     Budget 
 Monthly Operating Income   $22,604   $19,667 
 Monthly Operating Spending   $32,350   $23,069 
 Difference              ($9,746) 
YTD Operating Income vs. YTD Operating Expenses 
 YTD Operating Income    $72,902    $55,598 
 YTD Operating Spending    $76,682   $66,710
 Difference               ($3,780) 

 

 Month Month 2019 YTD 2019 YTD 2019 

  Actual Budget Actual Budget Annual Budget 

BUDGET INCOME        

Giving Income                   $22,506  $19,194 $71,318  $54,261 $230,323  

Operating Income $98  $473 $1,584  $1,337 $5,676  

SUB-TOTAL BUDGET INCOME $22,604  $19,667  $72,902  $55,598  $235,999  

NON-BUDGET INCOME           

Thrivent Withdraw $10,000  $0 $25,000  $0 $0  

Withdraw from TD Bank Money Market  $0  $0 $300  $0 $0  

Withdraw from TD Bank Memorial Fund $0  $0 $1,000  $0 $0  

Giving to Off-Budget Programs $920  $633 $4,489  $1,760 $7,469  

Giving to Capital Campaign $0  $0 $0  $0   

TOTAL INCOME $33,524  $20,300  $103,692  $57,358  $243,468  

            

SUB-TOTAL BUDGET EXPENDITURES $32,350  $23,069  $76,682  $66,710  $268,768  

NON-BUDGET EXPENDITURES           

Reimburse Investment Account Principal $0  $0  $0  $0  $0  

Expenditures on Off-Budget Programs $0  $577 $1,343  $1,401 $5,605  

Capital Campaign Spending $0  $0 $0  $0 $0  

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $32,350  $23,646  $78,025  $68,111  $274,373  



 

 

Upcoming Happenings 

Confirmation 
 
Several of our young peo-
ple will be confirmed on 
Sunday June 9th at the 
10:30 service.  There will 
be a celebration cake for 
them after the service. 
 

We Hate to Say Goodbye 
 
The Tafelski family will 
be moving to Michigan 
the middle of June for  
Tyler’s new assignment.  
We hate to se them go 
and want to  wish them 
all the best in their new 
home.  There will be a 

small get together to send them on their way on June 9th 
in between the two services.  Please stop by and give them 
your wishes.  If you have any questions, please see Carol 
Burgess.  

New Horizons Walk 
against Hunger 

 
Save the date - Sunday, May 19th for 
the 29th Annual 5K Walk against 
Hunger. Can we make it three in a 
row!  Best Walking Team.   Signup 
sheets are on the Café board and April 28th is the ;deadline for be-
ing able to get a t-shirt. Get your tootsies ready and walk, walk, 
walk! 

May Spaghetti Supper 
 
May 31st is the date for the next Spaghetti Supper.  We know that a lot 
of the ladies will be at Calumet, but it was the only date we could work 
in to the calendar.  David Smith is spearheading this event and it will 
be open to the public.  You will need to RSVP by May 24th and we 
would like all GLC attendees to purchase their tickets in advance if  
possible.  The time will be 5-8 pm. Tickets are $10 per person, $20 per 
couple and $30 for a family. Volunteers will again be needed to help set 
up, decorate, prep the meal, serve and clear (if there are a lot of people 
coming, we will need to reset places during the evening), and clean up. 
Sign up sheets are on the Café board.  Any questions, check in with Da-
vid.  



 

 

Women’s Retreat 

You are invited to come join other ladies from GLC and 
their friends for the Gethsemane Women’s Retreat at 
Calumet June May 31 – June 2.  Carol Burgess needs to 
know by May 1st if you plan to attend as she needs to let 
Calumet know the final count on how many will be 
there. Do not let the word retreat scare you, this will be 
a relaxing, fun weekend. The cost is $165 for the week-
end. If you want to go but the cost is prohibitive, please 

speak privately with Carol Burgess or Pastor Boehringer. 
  
The topic for the retreat will be “The Healing Power of Laughter” and we will go from there with our 
program.  The planning is still going on, and the committee will be meeting soon to finalize all the plans.  
We look forward to a weekend of friendship and fun. 
  
Most of you know about or have been to Calumet. If you haven't you will be in for a treat, spending time 
at a beautiful place on the shore of peaceful Lake Ossipee.  We stay in the conference center, have very 
comfortable rooms and are well fed by a dedicated staff who are fantastic cooks. And if the weather per-
mits, we will have a pontoon boat ride on the lake taking in the unbelievable scenery around the lake 
and probably seeing a loon or two. 
  
If you have already spoken with Carol, you are on the list to go, so don't worry you don't have to sign up 
again.  We look forward to hearing from more of you and joining us for the weekend.  Any questions, 
please call Carol (225-7226) or find her in church. Thank you. 

Mother's Day is coming up on Sunday, May 12 and we know many members of Gethsem-
ane will be shopping for gifts for Mom and that many of you just LOVE to shop Amazon. 
This is a great opportunity to increase Gethsemane’s AmazonSmile donations. Please do 
your Amazon shopping at smile.amazon.com. Even easier…click on the link below, and 
it will take you right to our location on AmazonSmile.  Thanks and Happy Mother’s Day 
ladies! 
 
When you shop Mother's Day gifts at smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0314899, AmazonSmile do-
nates to Gethsemane Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BSSLG94VB8FQ&K=151JBXSU51PGC&M=urn:rtn:msg:201904241405140b1cf56ff3d14486bfc9b394e4c0p0na&R=W49WXQ37MXRD&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F02-0314899&H=B8QIAQ8MSYFKQJ2MOBYY9ZAEO3EA
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BSSLG94VB8FQ&K=151JBXSU51PGC&M=urn:rtn:msg:201904241405140b1cf56ff3d14486bfc9b394e4c0p0na&R=2UQ0UISGKSUII&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F02-0314899&H=WYLXY70XN9HAUBZH3NPZIYTAKWCA


 

 

Easter Offerings 

EASTER FLOWERS GRACING OUR SANCTUARY  
 
* Paul and Gretchen Agresti in memory of Ruth Rollins 
* Carol Burgess in memory of Albert P. Burgess 
* Hank and Judie Chary in memory of our parents 
* Janine Danzi in memory of my mother, Kathleen Kretchko 
* Margaretrose Farland in memory of Margaretrosetta and Herman Jaeger 
* Theo and Holly Groh in memory of Trauger Groh 
* Ruth Higgins in memory of Malcolm Higgins 
* Ruth Higgins and Dagny Fecht in memory of Rev. and Mrs. L.J. Heggem, Warren Heggem, Alma Nordby, 
 Deborah Doyle and Vitus Fecht. 
* Ron Jones and Marsha Journay in thanksgiving for our families 
* Roy and Sara Kjendal in memory of our son, Pastor Karl Kjendal 
* Janice Koch in memory of Leonard C. Koch Sr. 
* Judy Lange in memory of my mother 
* David and Jeanne Manseau in memory of Leonard C. Koch Sr. and Roger and Gilberte Manseau 
* Ed and Monica Moquin in memory of our parents, and in thanksgiving for family and friends 
* David Reinke in thanksgiving for family and friends 
* Jo & Mark Sad in memory of family and loved ones 
* David and Susan Smith in memory of Clifton and Lois Rawcliffe and James and Doris Smith 
* The Tafelski Family in thanksgiving for our Church family 
* Kathy Zimmermann in memory of Otto Zimmermann 
 

OFFERINGS MADE TO HUNGER APPEAL 
 

* Carol Burgess in memory of Albert P. Burgess 
* Hank and Judie Chary in thanksgiving for our children and grandchildren 
* Ruth Higgins in memory of Malcolm Higgins 
* Roy and Sara Kjendal in thanksgiving for our children and grandchildren. 
* Judy Lange in memory of my mother 
* Bonnie Ramsey in memory of Joe and Leona Ramsey 
* David Reinke in thanksgiving for family and friends 
* Jane Scarlett in memory of  Walter, Charlotte, Ernest and Aurore 
* The Tafelski Family in thanksgiving for our Church family 
* Kathy Zimmermann in thanksgiving for my children and grandchildren 
 

THE PASCHAL CANDLE  
 
* Hank and Judie Chary in  thanksgiving for our families  

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Easter 2019 
HAPPY EASTER 
 
What a beautiful, meaningful service; lovely, fragrant flowers; and a most delicious 
brunch.  
 
A special thank you to all who helped set up the sanctuary or cook for the brunch. The 
food was plentiful, and everything was delicious. I truly appreciated everyone who 
pitched in and I can’t forget the clean-up crew who did a great job. And thanks, Shelley, 
for your behind the scenes work, couldn’t do it without you. 
 
What a wonderful church family we have here at Gethsemane.  Everyone rises to the 
task and we work as one, making it extremely easy for those who do the planning.  Hap-
py Spring! 
 
Thank you again. 
Carol Burgess 
 



 

 

The Olive Tree 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
65 Sagamore St., Manchester, NH 03104 
603-623-3451 
glcmanchester@comcast.net 
www.glcmanchester.org 
 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Peter Boehringer 
 
Director of Music: Gary MacDonald 
 
Church Administrator: Shelley Stama 
 
Missionaries in Residence:  Deaconess 
Adrainne Gray and Ben Gray 
 
The Congregation Council 
 
Ron Jones (2 – Jan 2021)    President 
David Smith (1 - Jan 2023)   Vice President 
Sue Roma (1- Jan 2020)    Treasurer 
Abby Kelly (1- Jan 2020    Secretary 
Carol Burgess (1- Jan 2022) 
Susan Capano (1– Jan 2020) 
Barbara Connor (1 - Jan 2023) 
Diane Fortier (1-Jan 2023) 
Theo Groh (1-Jan 2023) 
Katelyn Shaffer (2 - Jan 2022)       
Tyler Tafelski (1– Jan 2020) 

 

Wednesday, May 22, 2019 is the AB-
SOLUTE  deadline for articles for the  
June 2019 Olive Tree. If you would 
like to contribute, please email your 
news to the church office at  glc-
manchester@comcast.net.  

PLEASE VISIT US ON  
FACEBOOK 

 
Click any of  the Facebook links in this news-
letter to visit us on  Facebook and LIKE US! 

Odds & Ends           
 
For those who don’t know 
what Amazon Smile is… 
Here is how YOU can help 
Gethsemane while you 
shop! 
 
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for dona-
tions. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for Ama-
zonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. To shop at Ama-
zonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on 
your computer or mobile device. On your first visit to AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to 
receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shop-
ping. We will remember your selection, and then every eligible pur-
chase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 
 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. The purchase 
price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and exclud-
ing shipping & handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or service charg-
es. From time to time, we may offer special, limited time promo-
tions that increase the donation amount on one or more products or 
services or provide for additional donations to charitable organiza-
tions.  
 
Gethsemane Lutheran is registered as a charitable 501(c) (3) organ-
ization with AmazonSmile. Please check with the office if you have 
any questions. We look forward to having you shop AmazonSmile 
and having their foundation give back to Gethsemane. 

We have gluten free communion wafers 
for those people who would prefer them.  
Please notify Pastor or the Assisting Min-
ister before the service and they will get 
the proper wafers. 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/

