The Poetry of Langston
Hughes

“Mother to Son”
“Dreams”
“A Dream Deferred”



Essential Question #1

IHOW: Canl readers distinguish between a
POEM'S aUthor and a PeEMIS Speaker:?

The poet is the poem’s author; he/she is the physical
writer of the poem. The poem's speaker Is the voice
that speaks the poem's words--the individual who is
presenting the idea through the poem. Sometimes,
they are the same, but most often, they are not. In
many. cases, the poem's speaker is not obvious and

IS considered to be unknown.



Langston Hughes
1902-1967

» Major poet during
Harlem Renaissance

» Writing focuses on
themes related to the
African-American
experience




“Mother to Son”
Facing Life’s Challenges

» What kind of problems do people
experience?

» What kinds of barriers are difficult for them
to overcome?

" WARNING

S

CHALLENGES
. AHEAD
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Copy the chart in your notes. As you read,
record your inferences about the speaker.

In order to understand

Clue Inference
the speaker of a poem,
you need to make The title is The speaker is a
inferences —Iogical Mother to Son™ | woman.

guesses or
conclusions- based on
clues in the poem.




SOAPS

Title of Poem: “Mother to Son™
Author & Facts: Langston Hughes

» had a difficultlire
» Wrote during the Harlem Renaissance

Subject: keep: trying to; evercome life’s struggles
Occasion: personal experience of life in Harlem

Audience: general audience; other Afirican
AMEricans
PUrpese: to encourage: readers te keep thying inilire

Speaker: a mother IS speaking to her son




Essential Question #2

Why do Writers use figurative language like
Similes;and metaphors in thelr poethy?

Writers use metaphors and similes to invite

the reader to make a comparison between

two unlike things and to note a surprising
characteristic they share.



“Dreams” and “A Dream Deferred”

Think about goals you have set for yourself
but are not sure you can achieve. How does
the possibility of failure make you feel? What
I someone told you that you cou/dnt achieve

your goals and dreams?



http://i70.photobucket.com/albums/i85/ecumbie/Always_Chasing_Rainbows_Manip_by_we.jpg
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ideachampions.com/weblogs/600px-Seal_Of_The_President_Of_The_Unites_States_Of_America_svg.png&imgrefurl=http://sites.google.com/site/stlgovedocs/&usg=__5B8e49lCDIwownW5e0D1_h4RXVQ=&h=600&w=600&sz=213&hl=en&start=7&um=1&tbnid=BJo47f5W7RUuNM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpictures%2Bof%2Bpresident%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-US%26um%3D1

“Dreams” and “A Dream Deferred”

» The poem "Dreams”™ warns of what happens when
goals fall by the wayside.

» The poem “A Dream Deferred” illustrates what
could happen if you choose to put off your dreams
Or procrastinate.

» As you read, think about how the speaker’s advice
might influence their outlooks toward their futures.



Post-Reading
Text to Text Connection

» What similarities do you see between the
poems "Dreams” and “A Dream Deferred”?

» How are the poems different?

Use evidence from the poems to support
yYOuUr answers.



SOAPS

Title of Poem: "Dreams”

Author & Facts: Langston Hughes

p \Vrote durng the Harem Renaissance

p \Wrote about African-American lifie themes
Subject: keep trying te achieve your dreams
Occasion: personal experience

Audience: denerallaudience; other Aftican
AMEricans

PuUrpose: torshow! you' cannot live toryour full
potential 1 you' let your dreams die

Speaker: unknown narrator-possibly: poet




SOAPS

Title of Poem: A Dream Deferred”
Author & Facts: langston Hughes
» Lived arhard lifie

» Knew: that manK African Americans felt dreams
WEre the only thing they: had

Subject: warning to people to not give up: on: their
dréams or wWait: untilflater to; achieve them

Occasion: personall experience

Audience:" generallaudience; otner Afiican
AMERCANS

Purpose: to deny your dream IS terdeny: your hepe
for a better future

Speaker: unknown narrator-possibly: poet




Follow-up: Life Lessons

Choose one of the three poems by Langston
Hughes.

In your notes, write the life lesson that can be
gained from reading this poem. Briefly
describe the poem to help support your
choice of lesson.



