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1“I did not come with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring to you the testimony of 
God. For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified”(1 Corinthians 2:1-2) 

Definition of False Teacher: One who presumes to teach in the Name of the Lord when God 
has not sent him. 

False Teacher - Rick Warren 

The Purpose Driven Life: Promoting 
Christianity Without Christ 

What are we to make of Rick Warren’s The Purpose Driven Life? Is this a book and teaching 
that can help you live a useful and fulfilling life as a follower of Jesus Christ, preparing you 
for eternity? Those are its implied and stated objectives. We show how this is not true in 
the least! Rick doesn’t know what he is talking about, because he doesn’t know the One of 
Whom he speaks. 

The Purpose Driven Life is a ball of confusion, full of contradictions and lies that will lead one 
to, or keep one in, a life of hell (though it may "feel" right, death follows). It is a proposal for a 
program of religious self-righteous works that destroys, not fulfills. In this writing I will show 
that the author does not personally know the Lord Jesus Christ, but rather preaches a system 
of works based on a man-made version of Christ construed from his own knowledge, which is 
neither godly nor good.  

Whether you have red the book or not, this paper will be instructive in the teachings of the 
true God and Lord Jesus Christ and His ways, as contrasted with the misrepresentations of Him 
found in this book. Since some of these errors are addressed in specific writings on our website, 
I provide links to the applicable writings in an appendix at the end. 

Here is a list of the five fundamental errors on which this book and its evil advice is predicated: 

Error #1) You can receive Jesus Christ by reciting a prayer, a decision God is waiting, and 
depending, on you to make. 

Error #2) You are born of God when you do this. 

Error #3) After "receiving" Christ, it is up to you to follow a program of self-development, 
with which the bulk of this book is meant to provide you. 

Error #4) Unless you receive Christ in this manner, in this lifetime, you will spend eternity in 
hell. 

Error #5) The Bible, as final authority, teaches all these things. 

The Purpose Driven Life teaches you to be a Christian by raising yourself up by your own 
bootstraps. It is do-it-yourself Christianity, full of dos and don'ts that put the onus on you, the 
reader, to make yourself acceptable to God, and of useful service to Him, based on a corrupt 
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and humanly conceived image of God. Built on a false foundation, these measures must and 
will fail, leaving you with loss and no hope at the end of the day.  

Worse yet, others suffer when you play God, as this book teaches you to do. It is because of the 
kinds of activities promoted in the book that destruction runs rampant on earth. According to 
the Bible, man's self-righteous and religious works are responsible for all the bloodshed on 
earth since Cain and Abel. Such works cover over and hide the sins of men, rather than 
exposing and dealing with them. The things to which this book proposes to lead you, peace and 
life abundant, are the very things it blocks and denies you. 

We will now review each of the errors:  

Error #1) You can receive Jesus Christ by reciting a prayer, a decision God is waiting, and 
depending, on you to make. 

Rick Warren, the author of The Purpose Driven Life, writes this: 

"Right now, God is inviting you to live for his glory by fulfilling the purposes he made you for.... 
Real life begins by committing yourself completely to Jesus Christ. If you are not sure you have 
done this, all you need to do is receive and believe...Will you accept God's offer? ....Wherever 
you are reading this, I invite you to bow your head and quietly whisper the prayer that will 
change your eternity: 'Jesus, I believe in you and I receive you.' Go ahead. If you sincerely 
meant that prayer, congratulations! Welcome to the family of God!"  

If we were to ask for a brief synopsis of the most prevalent of the false gospels of Christ in 
circulation today, this is it. Must God "invite" one to fulfill the purposes for which He made 
them? Is that what He did with Saul of Tarsus? If He made one for a purpose, will He not fulfill 
that purpose?  

This teaching portrays God as dependent on the good will of men. If you will only "accept" Him, 
whatever that means, you are not only set for life, but for eternity. This is a gospel nowhere to 
be found in the Scriptures, whether in word or spirit. Consider the contrast with the actual 
words of the Christ, which declare His sovereignty and choosing of those to whom He will 
reveal Himself: 

"And He said to them, To you it is given to know the mystery of the Kingdom of God. But to 
those outside, all these things are given in parables so that seeing they may see, and not 
perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be 
converted, and their sins should be forgiven them" (Mark 4:11-12). 

Jesus Christ did not say, "Please commit yourselves to Me; I am stuck unless you accept Me! 
Can't you see how much I want to help you? If you will just say a few simple words you will be 
sealed for eternity! Why not say them now?"  

Desperate and lying men are known to promise anything to close the deal, whereas God, Who is 
the very opposite (He is the Truth, and in control), does not need a man to do anything for 
Him. Why? Because He can, will, and must do it all. He does not entrust anything to men.  

The only possibility of intimacy with Him is by His initiation. "No man can come unto Me unless 
the Father draws him." It is His doing to take a person through the process of salvation whereby 
that person becomes one with Him, and then does His works. And the first words of 
introduction are not a plea to accept Him, but a call to repent and turn away from one's own 
thoughts and ways, with a warning about the costs of following Him. 
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Here, in contrast to the gospel according to Warren, is what Jesus said about following Him: 

"And it happened as they were going in the way, one said to Him, Lord, I will follow You 
wherever You go. And Jesus said to him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head" (Luke 9:57-58). 

"If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:26). 

"Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me" (Matthew 16:24). 

"But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved" (Matthew 24:13). 

And here is what He said about entrusting Himself to men: 

"But Jesus did not commit Himself unto them, because He knew all men, and needed not that 
any should testify of man; for He knew what was in man" (John 2:24-25). 

Warren's invitation and prayer have nothing to do with the Lord Jesus Christ. Instead, 
unbeknownst though it may be to him, they are the words of a deceiving angel of light. It is 
"the thief, who does not come except to steal and to kill and to destroy" (John 10:10) that is 
presented here.  

It is a false Jesus and false gospel that serves the prince of this world, who will allow you to be 
as religious as you please, but will never preach repentance from self and sins and the 
crucifixion of the flesh by the cross. You can and will get to keep your miserable life, while 
appeasing your conscience for a time. But make no mistake, you will remain in condemnation, 
and that makes it doubly worse, because deceived into thinking you have something that you 
do not. 

That is why so many churches that believe and follow the gospel that Warren is preaching have 
members suffering from diseases, accidents, and so many other tragedies. It is not the "attack" 
of Satan. Those are the rewards of his fellowship. It is not the favor of Jesus Christ, Who is in 
full control and does all things, but is indicative of His wrath that comes on those who take His 
Name in vain, which means they profess to follow Him, but do not.  

Those suffering in churches are taught to blame Satan for what God does to them, and to credit 
God for what Satan has given them, a religious justification to feed themselves on the things of 
this world.  

Error #2) You are born into the family of God when you pray the simple prayer as quoted: 
"Jesus, I believe in you and I receive you." 

Not so. In the first place, such a prayer does not mean a person has truly repented and turned 
to God. And without repentance, a person is still in his or her sins, despite appearances. A 
person still in his or her sins cannot be born of God. 

"Everyone who has been born of God does not commit sin, because His seed remains in him, 
and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God" (1 John 3:9). 
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Many are the false conversions that accompany these "simple" prayers that Warren and so many 
others teach and urge people to confess. This is not to say that there are not simple prayers 
heard by God, because if in faith, God does hear. He knows and acknowledges the heart, not 
the words or formulas men concoct. Being induced to pray by emotional appeal and reasoning 
is not of faith and does not amount to anything. 

According to Warren, anyone can make these decisions at any time. But that is not true 
according to God and His teaching in Christ. It is not the way things work with Him. The Lord 
said: 

"You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and ordained you that you should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that whatever you shall ask of the Father in 
My name, He may give it to you" (John 15:16). 

And it is written: 

"But as many as received Him, He gave to them authority to become the children of God, to 
those who believe on His name, who were born, not of bloods, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but were born of God" (John 1:12-13). 

Warren writes: 

"[The disciples] responded to Jesus' invitation. That's all you need to get started: Decide to 
become a disciple."  

Overlooked is the crucial fact that the Lord specifically invited whom He willed, at the 
ordained time He invited them (Matt. 4:19, 9:9), and they responded to Him. Warren behaves 
as if, and is teaching people that, they are in the driver's seat, making the decision to follow 
Christ whenever they want, becoming a child of God by the will of the flesh and of man. 
However, discipleship is only possible by His will, His calling, His drawing, His choosing and 
timing.  

"And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called of God, as Aaron was" (Hebrews 
5:4). 

But even if a person has been given authentic repentance, turning away from his or her sins to 
the Lord, and committing in his or her heart to His will, by His grace, that is still not the new 
birth. Repentance may be likened to conception, with spiritual birth to follow in due time. In 
either case, Warren is causing people to assume they have something they don't have. He 
writes: 

"When we place our faith in Christ, God becomes our Father... The invitation to be part of 
God's family is universal, but there is one condition: faith in Jesus." 

And: 

"The moment you were spiritually born into God's family you were given some astounding 
birthday gifts: the family name, the family likeness, family privileges, family intimate access, 
and the family inheritance." 

These privileges, according to Warren, include easy access to God:  
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"Unlike the Old Testament priests who had to spend hours preparing to meet him, we can now 
approach God anytime...." 

Now, know this one thing for certain: I am not contesting the wonderful heritage of the saints 
in Christ, which is something beyond the comprehension of our ordinary senses: 

"But as it is written, 'Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,' nor has it entered into the heart of man, 
'the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.' But God has revealed them to us 
by His Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, yea, the deep things of God" (1 Corinthians 2:9-
10). 

However, while one has the peace that passes understanding in Christ, and can always come to 
God in time of need, and be in prayer and thanksgiving always, this is not the same as the "easy 
access" Warren says is promised. It is not an automatic and casual relationship one might have 
with God, as he implies. The flesh must die and will never have access, let alone easy access, 
to God.  

The point I wish to make here is that Warren is promising these things to the unregenerate and 
carnal man. He is speaking as if "faith in Jesus" is something you can find within yourself and 
exercise at will to be saved. That is not true, yet many are deceived by this erroneous gospel. 

"For by grace you are saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God" 
(Ephesians 2:8).  

It is not your faith that can save you, it is the faith of Christ that does. 

"...and the righteousness of God is through the faith of Jesus Christ to all, and upon all those 
believing..." (Romans 3:22 YLT). 

The promises of God are all "yes" in Christ. They are not "yes" to the natural and fallen man. 
Warren does not mention any cost or what is truly required for one to receive and enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. He speaks of the natural man assuming the benefits and privileges 
automatically.  

There is no mention of confession of sins, or repentance, which must always come first. There 
is no mention of the cross, which Jesus said we would need to take up if we are to follow Him 
and be His disciples, how much more to be His brethren, and have life in Him.  

"And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me, he cannot be My disciple. For which 
of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he may 
have enough to finish it; lest perhaps, after he has laid the foundation and is not able to finish, 
all those seeing begin to mock him, saying, This man began to build and was not able to finish. 
Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not first sit down and consult 
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks 
conditions of peace. So then, every one of you who does not forsake all his possessions, he 
cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:27-33). 

According to Warren, if you make a certain statement, that is faith, and you have become born 
again. All that has really transpired, however, is mental assent to something desirable. You 
have been shown a picture of a house, asked you if you liked it, and when you said you did, 
were told you that you own it. The problem is, the one showing the picture does not have the 
deed to the house, is not even a realtor, nor does he represent the true owner.  
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Another way I can put it is that the man on the street corner trying to sell you an imitation 
Rolex will not talk about the extraordinary cost of the real thing, but will instead focus on the 
cheap price of the fake one (which you can now afford).  

People in droves have been buying an imitation "pearl of great price." They have not sold all 
they had to buy it, yet they expect the same payoff as those who have paid their all for the 
real thing. Not only is the future going to be a disappointment for those who buy into The 
Purpose Driven Life, but even the present suffers by the fraud Warren's deceitful doctrine 
perpetrates on those who buy on the cheap: 

"And Jesus answered and said, Truly I say to you, There is no man that has left house or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands for my sake and the gospel's 
sake, but he shall receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters 
and mothers and children and lands with persecutions, and in the world to come, eternal life" 
(Mark 10:29-30). 

Is entrance into the Kingdom as easy as Warren puts it? Let’s see what God says: 

“Confirming the souls of the disciples, exhorting to continue in the faith, and that through 
many afflictions we must enter into the Kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22 LITV). 

The notion or doctrine that salvation in Christ is free is a lie. While one "comes and buys 
without money," one does buy. It will cost you everything you have and are. Money cannot buy 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but it will cost all your money and everything else. You cannot serve 
God and mammon. 

The Purpose Driven Life can present all promise with no price, because its author, Warren, has 
never paid the price himself and does not have the promised goods. He has nothing to do with 
the fellowship of the saints, nor will you if you follow his teachings. He can only present a 
facsimile of Heaven that exists in his imagination. What he presents is bogus. 

This false gospel robs you of the good that comes from the true Gospel, and the damage is not 
limited to those who follow it, but affects the rest of the world for evil. The results of thinking 
oneself to be "saved," and in the favor of God, when these things are not so, are harmful for 
everyone. "Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely."  

People, believing themselves to be in the favor of God, justify themselves in all kinds of evils 
(some subtle and hidden) in the sight of God. Mankind is naturally prone to evil; how much 
easier to justify evil with God on your side! That is how the Son of God came to be crucified. 

In following this false gospel, you can give an appearance of godliness, but you will be devoid 
of Christ's life and power. You can pay lip service to His laws, but without obedience to His 
personal and general commandments, you will be taking His Name in vain. You may think to do 
well, but your evil spreads out like a cancer, starting with your homes, to your businesses, 
communities, governments, and onto the whole world. Rather than bringing life to the world, 
you bring death. All are perishing and do not know how it is happening, or why.  

On the other hand, God has brought us into His presence, the only place of true peace and 
goodness. He has granted us repentance by faith, and has given us His Spirit within to cause us 
to lay down our lives, as is pleasing to God and useful to man, speaking the truth that makes 
free. This is life. He sends us to teach others the right way, which He has shown us and proven 
in our lives, a way of judgment and obedience. We preach that others might enter life too, 
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that the world may be blessed. There are only two sides, and if you are not on one, you are on 
the other.  

"He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters" (Luke 
11:23). 

There is no shortcut to Heaven. Though popular to proclaim one, it is untruthful, unreal, and 
nothing less than robbery. Both God and the souls that buy into and follow the lie are robbed 
(not that they are not also responsible for receiving stolen goods; they that partake are 
offenders as well). Warren is not building on the only Rock and Foundation that has been laid, 
but on the sand of human ability and power to emulate God. All subsequent teachings in his 
book are built on this false foundation, promoting the works of men, the paths of the 
destroyer.  

"Concerning the works of men, by the Words of Your lips, I am kept from the paths of the 
destroyer" (Psalms 17:4). 

Error #3) After "receiving" Christ, it is up to you to follow a program of self-development, 
with which the bulk of this book is meant to provide you. 

Starting off with this false Christ, which is disconnected from the life and power of the Real, 
Warren loads the reader with a hodge-podge of vain works in a doomed effort to realize the 
character of God.  

I will give you some examples: 

"Many people try to use God for their own self-actualization, but that is a reversal of nature 
and is doomed to failure. You were made for God, not vice-versa, and life is about letting God 
use you for his purposes, not using him for your own purpose." 

Just how are you supposed to let God use you? Is God dependent on us for permission to do as 
He (capital "H", not lowercase, as is befitting the Real God) pleases? Isn't this presumptuous? 
Does clay "let" the potter mold it?  

"No, but, O man, who are you who replies against God? Shall the thing formed say to Him Who 
formed it, Why have you made me this way? Does not the potter have power over the clay, 
from the same lump to make one vessel to honor and another to dishonor?" (Romans 9:20-21) 

Deciding to "let" God use you is self-righteous, and is the very thing Warren accurately says is 
doomed to failure - using God for self-actualization. Yet, as we shall see, while Warren is 
telling you to let God do it, he is also loading you down with more impossible tasks in order to 
accomplish it yourself. Which is it? Will God do it, or are you going to have to do it yourself? 
The issue is never resolved throughout the book, leaving the reader neither here nor there. It is 
a hellish burden, without a vision, goal, rest or respite. 

Here is another example: 

"Refusing to bring glory to God is prideful rebellion and it is the sin that caused Satan's fall - 
and is ours, too..... None of us has given God the full glory he deserves from our lives. That is 
the worst sin and biggest mistake we can make...living for God's glory is the greatest 
achievement we can accomplish with our lives...so it is right to be the supreme goal of our 
lives." 



The Purpose Driven Life: Promoting Christianity Without Christ 

 

Brought to you by www.thepathoftruth.com
   

8 

Just who is the man or woman that can give God the full glory He deserves? There is a way to 
give God glory, but Warren does not know or teach it. Instead, he presses himself and others 
into acts of the flesh that he thinks are giving glory to God. The burden is on the sinner to 
glorify God in his or her own goodness. You may as well be told you should be defecating 
perfectly wholesome and edible meals. Offering God your righteous acts to give Him glory is no 
less delusional and disgusting. 

Here is how one gives God glory, by His grace: 

"Call on Me in the day of trouble; and I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me" (Psalms 
50:15). 

Another burden from the book: "The truth is - you are as close to God as you choose to be." 

That is not the truth. You are as close to God as He chooses for you to be. Herein is the 
foundational difference between truth and error. Man says, "I can do what I want, when I want, 
and if not, I should be able to, and insist on it."  

This is the legacy of eating from the Tree of Knowledge. Your eyes are opened to be as God, 
knowing good and evil, and now assuming the driver's seat, while yet in conflict with God, you 
choose to be what you desire based on your knowledge. The only problem is that you do not 
have the life of God outside of Him to know what to do with your knowledge. So instead of life, 
it brings death, just as He forewarned it would.  

No, we cannot be anything we choose, whether for good or for evil. We are what God makes 
us. That does not excuse anyone from the God-given responsibilities that come with what He 
gives you. "To whom much is given, much will be required." But Warren is once again placing 
the burden of being and doing on man, not acknowledging the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning 
and the End, the One Who initiates and completes. 

Another burden: "God designed you to make a difference with your life."  

What kind of difference? Is it truly up to us? What about Hitler, Stalin, and Saddam Hussein? Did 
they blow it big time? Or did God blow it by creating them and leaving it up to man to make 
the difference? By the grace of God let us put an end to the unbelief that leads to such foolish 
conclusions. Hear and believe what God says about the matter, in His words to Pharaoh: 

"And in very deed for this cause have I raised you up, for to show in you My power, and that My 
name may be declared throughout all the earth" (Exodus 9:16). 

Is it not good to know He is running the show? It is rest for the weary. 

Another burden: "Paul was another man passionate for friendship with God. Nothing mattered 
more.... This is the reason God used Paul in such a great way."  

No, it is not. What Warren is saying is that we can be used by God because of our passion for 
Him. He has it backwards. Because God apprehends the one whom He chooses, therefore His 
zeal is present, according to the grace and mercy He has shown. As Paul said: 

"But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace which was toward me has not been 
without fruit, but I labored more abundantly than all of them; yet not I, but the grace of 
God with me" (1 Corinthians 15:10). 
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And as God said of Paul: 

"For this one is a chosen vessel to Me, to bear My name before nations and kings and the sons of 
Israel. For I will show him what great things he must suffer for My name's sake" (Acts 9:15-16). 

It was not because of Paul's passion, but by God's preordained choice that He did these things. 
As Paul also said:  

"But when it pleased God, Who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by His 
grace..." (Galatians 1:15). 

Warren puts man on a pedestal for the same reason all men do - they trust in themselves and 
their own righteousness. This is the mindset that spawns all man-centered religious 
organizations and works. 

Is it not good to know instead that it is not by our will, or by our running, but by God Who 
shows mercy (Romans 9:16)?  

Another burden from the book: "Like any friendship, you must work at developing your 
friendship with God." 

Who is God Almighty, the Creator, to be likened to, your celestial good buddy? Is His just like 
any friendship?  

What friendships require you to forsake all that you have, and to love your friend with all your 
heart, mind, and soul? In which friendships do you live 24/7, being required to do everything 
that your friend asks of you? In what friendships are you dependent on your friend for 
everything, even the grace to be his or her friend as described?  

This is plain and simple nonsense, making God into man's image and loading impossible burdens 
on those being fed what seem to be innocent platitudes but are not. Lies kill. 

Another: "Spiritual growth is not automatic. You must want to grow, decide to grow, make an 
effort to grow, and persist in growing." 

I have plants in my house. If they get water and sunlight, growth is automatic. They do not 
grow because they want to, or decide to, but because I water them, and they do in the light of 
day what plants were made to do by their Creator. Here is what Jesus Christ, the divine Plant 
of God, the very Tree of Life, says to those that know Him: 

"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it remains in the 
vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. I am the Vine, you are the branches. He who 
abides in Me, and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit; for without Me you can do 
nothing" (John 15:4-5). 

Another: "Sadly millions of Christians grow older, but never grow up. They are stuck in 
perpetual spiritual infancy, remaining in diapers and booties. The reason is that they never 
intended to grow."  

Is this not an amazing thing? Earthly parents of dubious ability can bring up a child to be toilet 
trained, but omnipotent God cannot. Warren is talking about "Christians" by his own definition, 
not true Christians.  
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Are there Christians out there who are hurting, and need help? Yes. Stop accepting false 
burdens and following men, all of you that hear my words. Turn to Him Who will lead you in 
the way of life and restoration. Who is He? He Who illuminates. Follow us as we follow Christ.  

Another: "Today thousands of local churches are dying because of Christians who are unwilling 
to serve.... Mother Teresa once said, 'Holy living consists of doing God's work with a smile.'"  

The churches of men are not dying. They are dead, and always have been. The service Warren 
is soliciting is not the works of faith, but of the flesh. Are any of His people wearying 
themselves in these fires? Come out from among them, as He commands, and He will be as a 
Father to you, and you shall then be His sons and daughters. 

As Jesus said to call no man "father," so He also would not have you call any woman "mother." 
He is your Father from Heaven, and Heavenly Jerusalem is the mother of us all. The false ones, 
such as Teresa, will tell you to do God's work with a smile. Jesus sweated blood doing the will 
of the Father, and asked that the cup be taken from Him. Here is what Paul suffered doing 
God's work: 

"Five times from the Jews I received forty stripes minus one. Three times I was beaten with 
rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked. I have spent a night and a day in the 
deep. I have been in travels often; in dangers from waters; in dangers from robbers; in dangers 
from my race; in dangers from the heathen; in dangers in the city; in dangers in the wilderness; 
in dangers on the sea; in dangers among false brothers. I have been in hardship and toil; often 
in watchings; in hunger and thirst; often in fastings; in cold and nakedness; besides the things 
outside conspiring against me daily, the care of all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not 
weak? Who is caused to stumble, and I do not burn?" (2 Corinthians 11:24-29) 

Is smiling what it is all about? Those who have the love of God do His will despite how they 
feel, or how they appear to men. Inside, we have the peace of God that passes understanding. 
Truly, it is not about having long faces, but this talk of doing the will of God with a smile is 
more self-righteousness and works of the flesh; it is religious unreality. 

Finally, Warren sums up the works regime he prescribes in The Purpose Driven Life:  

"We are all called to fulfill God's five purposes for our lives: to worship, to fellowship, to grow 
like Christ, to serve, and to be on mission with God in the world." 

Who is sufficient to all these things? What are the works of God that He requires?  

"Then they said to Him, What shall we do that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered 
and said to them, This is the work of God, that you believe on Him Whom He has sent" (John 
6:28-29). 

Jesus Christ, the Light of all men, also says this: 

"Come to Me all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke on 
you and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and you shall find rest to your souls. For 
My yoke is easy, and My burden is light" (Matthew 11:28-30).  

Error #4) Unless you receive Christ in this manner, in this lifetime, you will spend eternity in 
hell. 

Here is how Warren puts it: 
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"While life on earth offers many choices, eternity offers only two: heaven or hell. Your 
relationship to God on earth will determine your relationship to him in eternity. If you learn to 
love and trust God's Son, Jesus, you will be invited to spend the rest of eternity with him. On 
the other hand, if you reject his love, forgiveness, and salvation, you will spend eternity apart 
from God forever."  

The pressure once again is on you to perform, and this time it is for all the marbles. Although 
Warren does not get into more detail, spending "eternity apart from God forever" means 
"burning in hell, time without end." Did you need a little motivation to "accept" Jesus? How 
about a lot? Here it is. 

I do not know of a more damnable lie. Things do not work this way at all. It portrays God as 
horribly grotesque, impugning His Character to be far more perverse than that of the most 
ignoble tyrants of history. Here is a supposedly loving God, Who creates beings in His image, 
His own offspring who are dependent on His mercy and provision by His infinite power and 
wisdom, yet He consigns them to eternal torment because they do not "accept" Him?  

People, this thought is not in the Bible whatsoever, as men have presumed or have imagined it 
to be. It is man's expression of his own frustration and an unquenchable, bloodthirsty desire for 
vengeance, used as a tool to control others. We have much more to say about this matter in 
several writings linked in the index. For now I will point out how this blasphemous slander has 
affected Rick Warren, being a major factor in spawning his religious works and this very book. 

Rick relates the following incident in his family history as the one that defines the theme for 
his life's mission: 

"My father was a minister for over fifty years....Dad built over 150 churches (buildings) around 
the world. In 1999 my father died of cancer. In the final week of his life the disease kept him 
awake in a semi-conscious state nearly 24 hours a day....One night towards the end....Dad 
suddenly became very active and tried to get out of bed...my wife asked... 'Jimmy, what are 
you trying to do?' He replied, 'Got to save another one for Jesus!' Repeating, he began to repeat 
that phrase over and over (probably 100 times). As I sat by his bed with tears flowing down my 
cheeks, I bowed my head to thank God for my dad's faith. At that moment Dad reached out and 
placed his hand on my head, and said, as if commissioning me, 'Save one more for Jesus! Save 
one more for Jesus!'"  

That was not faith coming from Rick's father. It was the torment of hell. Let me ask you a 
question, dear reader: If you truly believe, or are trying to believe, that every soul that has not 
"accepted" Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is going to hell, where they will burn forever, is it 
not your most solemn duty to give up any and everything in life to make every possible effort 
to abort that ending for as many souls as possible? Should you be doing anything other than the 
very basics to maintain your health, so that you may spend every conceivable resource and the 
very last ounce of your strength to the end of saving souls from eternal hell fire?  

Men will make great efforts to rescue those suffering shipwreck, plane wrecks, hurricanes, 
tidal waves, and so on. They make great efforts to save beached whales, endangered species, 
even cats in a tree (as though cats can't find their own way down). We see it every day on the 
news, if we are not living it ourselves.  

How much more should you, as a professing Christian, and as one supposedly filled with the 
love of God, be doing to save souls from eternal torment? If the unbelieving are willing to 
expend so much energy on the temporal that will soon be gone, how much more should you be 
doing for the eternal, where one million years from now that soul that did not "accept" Jesus 
will still be in agonizing darkness, burning in the lake of fire, with no reprieve in sight, ever? 
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Rick's father was not crying for the souls of men. He was tormented by his conscience 
condemning him for not doing nearly enough when he had the time and energy to do it. You 
can never, ever, ever do enough if you believe these lies. If you have not served God 
acceptably according to your conscience (and who could, given the circumstances I have just 
described?), then where do you stand? 

"For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things" (1 John 
3:20). 

Rick's father was not yet saved himself, or delivered from the condemnation of his own works. 
If he had been he would have died in peace, as the saints of God do, and not in torment. 

He also would not be dying of cancer. What, does God afflict his servants with diseases wherein 
their own bodies attack them? He promises that these things will not happen to those that 
obey Him (Exodus 15:26).  

Either He is a liar and impotent, or this man was not following Him. What choice does one 
have, but to go with the latter? We know that God is true, and so we believe Him, as it is 
written: "Let God be true, and every man a liar" (Romans 3:4). 

Rick was given his life's mission through an unbelieving man's desperate and moving plea, the 
man that naturally would have the most profound influence on his life, his beloved father, who 
laid hands on him to send him out to "save one more for Jesus." Only this "Jesus" is not the risen 
and ruling Lord and Savior; he is a different one, one who needs you to "accept" him or he will 
unfortunately have to roast you, while his small entourage that was willing to receive him 
experiences bliss with him forever in the afterlife.  

Somehow having family members and other loved ones burning in hell will no longer be a 
concern in the next realm (though for many professing Christ it is not such a concern now; does 
that not tell you something?). The suffering of others, it is assumed, will no longer bother those 
of us who are righteous enough to believe. 

How hard is the heart of man to believe such lies! While men are capricious and capable of any 
atrocity, God does not change. He never ceases to care, to be working all things for good, His 
dominion over all realms. "Though I make my bed in hell," David, a man after His own heart 
wrote, "behold, You are there" (Psalm 139:8).  

God does not change the hearts of men by the threat of hell. That is not love; it is extortion. If 
the Son of God died for us when we were already estranged from God, to reconcile us to 
Himself, has He therefore failed forever? The devil would have you believe it, and many do 
believe it. The truth is that God does not fail. Love never fails. In due time every eye shall see 
Him, and every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess that He is Lord, to the glory of 
God.  

Knowing there is a but a short time to save souls, Warren presents some pitifully trifling things 
you should do, which amount to trying to melt a glacier with a candle. This makes the burden 
of it all the more unbearable to anyone who cares. The truth is, however, that men are 
exposed by this doctrine as being uncaring and hard hearted about the fate of others.  

The works produced by believing the doctrine of eternal torment, rather than coming from a 
true knowledge and love of God, are a palliative to salve the conscience. They are undertaken 
to alleviate the condemnation that comes from living a selfish life and not doing enough to 
"save" lost souls. Without faith and the love of God, even if a man were to give his body to be 
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burned it would not be enough. Men's works cannot bring the peace or salvation of God 
(remember Rick's dad). 

Here are some other statements from the book that put the burden on men to "purposely drive" 
themselves rather than believing and giving God glory by a declaration of His sovereign power 
and will in the Lord Jesus Christ: 

"At the end of your life on earth you will stand before God, and he is going to evaluate how 
well you served others with your life.... This could lead to a loss of eternal rewards."  

"Your goal is to figure out where others are in their spiritual journey and then to do whatever 
will bring them a step closer to knowing Christ."  

"What does God care about most? The redemption of his people. He wants all his lost children 
found! That's the whole reason Jesus came to earth. The dearest thing to God is the death of 
his Son.... To be a friend of God, you must care about all the people around you whom God 
cares about. Friends of God tell their friends about God." 

"God has never made a person he did not love. Everybody matters to him.... We must care 
about unbelievers because God does. Love leaves no choice."  

Warren is saying that if you do not reach the unbelievers, their eternal blood is on your hands, 
because God loved them to the point of paying the price for them with His very life in the Son, 
and you failed to reach them for Him. You did not give or do enough. How can you live with 
yourselves? Who can ever justifiably say, "I have done enough"? 

Error #5) The Bible, as the final authority, teaches all these things. 

Substituting the Bible for God, and worshiping the Book rather than the Author, has led to 
many errors that have been preached as gospel truth. The Purpose Driven Life is a book born of 
setting the Bible up as God, enthroning personal interpretation and religious practices based on 
what a man conceives God to be in his own mind (and to suit his own purposes), and using the 
Bible as justification to do so. While Warren promotes the Bible as the ultimate source of 
authority, he does not know or understand what it teaches because he does not know or 
understand the Author, Who is the Ultimate Authority. 

He writes: 

"Fortunately, there is an alternative to speculation about the meaning and purpose of life. It is 
revelation. We can turn to what God has revealed about life in his Word. The easiest way to 
discover the purpose of an invention is to ask the creator of it. The same is true discovering 
your life's purpose: Ask God." 

Yes, there is an alternative to speculation and opinion, and indeed it is revelation. But by 
saying you can "turn to what God has revealed...in his Word," Warren means that you should 
consult with the Bible. Now, there is nothing wrong with consulting with the Bible. It is the 
inspired Record of God. But the Bible is not God. It does not give revelation. Only God can do 
that. Jesus Christ is the Word of God to Whom we must turn. Peter received this from God. 

"Jesus answered and said to him, You are blessed, Simon, son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did 
not reveal it to you, but My Father in Heaven" (Matthew 16:17). 
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Peter did not read in the Book that Jesus was the Christ, and recite that back to Him, but 
received the revelation from God, which he spoke by faith. So must we have like faith and 
revelation. Otherwise, the Bible is a closed book: 

"You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life. And they are the ones 
witnessing of Me, and you will not come to Me that you might have life" (John 5:39-40).  

And: 

"But until this day, when Moses is read, the veil is on their heart. But whenever it turns to the 
Lord, the veil shall be taken away" (2 Corinthians 3:15-16). 

Rick Warren has not turned to the Lord and come to Him, but has his eyes on the Bible, 
attributing to it what only Jesus Christ can do. He writes: 

"The Bible is far more than a doctrinal guide book. God's Word generates life, creates faith, 
produces change, frightens the Devil, causes miracles, heals hurts, builds character, transforms 
circumstances, imparts joy, overcomes adversity, defeats temptations, infuses hope, releases 
power, cleanses our minds, brings things into being, and guarantees our future forever!"  

The Bible, you can be assured, does none of these things. If it did the multitudes reading and 
praising it would have the things Warren attributes to it. There were many lepers in Israel 
(where the Bible readers were) in the days of Elisha, but only a stranger, Naaman the Syrian, 
was healed. Warren has not had communion with the One Who does all those things. If he did, 
he would not be crediting the Bible. 

Here is more idolatry of the Bible: 

"To be a healthy disciple of Jesus, feeding on God's Word must be your first priority. Jesus 
called it 'abiding.' He said, 'If you abide in My Word, then you are truly disciples of Mine (John 
8:31)'"  

Jesus also said to those same people: 

"I know that you are Abraham's seed, but you seek to kill Me because My Word has no place in 
you. I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you, then, do what you have seen with your 
father" (John 8:37-38). 

He was not faulting them because they did not read or believe the Bible. He was referring to 
Himself, and what He represented according to His substance that was testified to by His 
words, which they rejected. Abiding in His Word is believing and committing oneself in totality 
to Him. When Jesus spoke of abiding in His Word, the "New Testament" had not even been 
written! It is not about reading the Bible, except to those who worship the Bible, and who say 
things like this: 

"The most important decision that you can make today is to settle this issue what will be the 
ultimate authority for your life. Decide that regardless of culture, tradition, reason, or 
emotion, you choose the Bible as your final authority."  

When God drew me to Christ, and gave me faith in Him, I did not need to pull myself up by the 
bootstraps to believe the Bible was truth. He opened my eyes to see that, and to receive the 
truth contained therein. He decided on what to reveal, when to reveal it, and how. He was and 
is the final Authority.  
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And when I fell in sin, He sent a man of God to tell me my specific sin. The Bible did not tell 
me that, though the testimony was there when I received the truth. It is easy to submit to a 
book without understanding or conviction of sin, harder to submit to a man speaking from God 
that calls on us to forsake our idols. Indeed, it is impossible for men to have the humility to 
receive and submit to Christ coming in the flesh, but with God all things are possible. Faith is 
His doing and His gift. 

To see God's "final authority" as coming only through reading the Bible is severely restricted, 
and ultimately serves each person in doing what is right in his or her own eyes, "according to 
the Bible." It makes an idol of the Bible as each person interprets it according to his or her 
corrupt sight. 

Only one set on his or her own thing will worship an idol, be it the Bible or any other thing. 
People worship idols because they serve themselves, not God. Rick Warren is not serving God. 
He serves himself, and needs to repent. 

Here are other false teachings and burdens that come of his idolatry: 

"Why would God provide heaven on earth when he's planned the real thing for you in eternity?" 

False Christianity is all about the future or the past, but never His presence here and now. 
Listen to what He says about eternity and Heaven: 

"Whoever partakes of My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at 
the last day" (John 6:54). 

"And this is life eternal, that they might know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom 
You have sent" (John 17:2-3). 

"And no one has ascended up to Heaven except He Who came down from Heaven, the Son of 
Man Who is in Heaven" (John 3:13). 

"And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, so that 
where I am, you may be also... Yet a little while and the world does not see Me any more. But 
you see Me. Because I live, you shall live also. At that day you shall know that I am in My 
Father, and you in Me, and I in you" (John 14:13,19-20). 

"Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven" (Matthew 6:10). 

Next: "But fear of God, not friendship, was more common in the Old Testament." 

"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do 
His commandments; His praise endures for ever" (Psalms 111:10). 

Who is it that does not need wisdom (and therefore the fear of God), in any age or at any time? 
When is a good time not to keep His commandments? Why should His praise be silenced? 

And what does the Bible say of the one man, Abraham, who in particular is described as the 
friend of God (James 2:23)?  

"And He said, Do not lay your hand on the lad, nor do anything to him. For now I know that 
you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only one, from Me" (Genesis 22:12). 
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And to whom is the Word of salvation sent today? 

"Men, brothers, sons of the race of Abraham, and whoever among you fears God, the Word of 
this salvation is sent to you" (Acts 13:26). 

Only those who fear God are His friends. His fear is not the kind that men exert on one 
another, but is the kind they do not know, especially in this day where every man sits on the 
throne of his own opinion. The fear of God is reverence of the highest order. Those who lack it 
have not seen or known Him whatsoever. 

"Therefore, since we are receiving a Kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by 
which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear, for also, 'Our God is a 
consuming fire'" (Hebrews 12:28-29). 

Warren continues with his light and blasphemous thoughts: 

"He [God] wants to be included in every activity, every conversation, every problem, and even 
every thought.... Unlike the Old Testament priests who had to spend hours preparing to meet 
him, we can now approach God anytime.... God invites us to enjoy friendship and fellowship 
with all three persons of the Trinity.... God deeply desires that we know him intimately. In 
fact, he planned the universe and orchestrated history, including the details of our lives, so 
that we could become his friends."  

Firstly, and do check out the appendix of this letter for more in-depth looks at some of these 
issues, there is only one Person Who is Father of spirits, Lord of lords, King of kings, God of 
gods, Savior. God came in the flesh as the Lord Jesus Christ to put away our sins, overcoming 
death and hell for us. "Behold your God!" He is the One we are told would be called Immanuel, 
or "with us is God."  

Secondly, He does not need us to include Him in our lives, as though He were dependent on us. 
He calls and draws near whom He wills into His intimacy. It is not man's doing:  

"Their ruler will come from their own nation, their prince from their own people. He will 
approach me when I invite him, for who would dare come uninvited?" (Jeremiah 30:21 Good 
News Bible) 

Nor according to man's thoughts or ways: 

"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, says the LORD. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts 
than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:8-9). 

Nor are those outside of Him not part of His doing, and being (as if He were dependent on man 
to get it together for Him to have any part in our affairs, blasphemy!): 

"The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of Heaven and earth, does 
not dwell in temples made with hands, nor is served with men's hands, as though He needed 
anything, since He gives life and breath and all things to all. And He has made all nations of 
men of one blood to dwell on all the face of the earth, ordaining fore-appointed seasons and 
boundaries of their dwelling, to seek the Lord, if perhaps they might feel after Him and find 
Him, though indeed He is not far from each one of us. For in Him we live and move and have 
our being, as also certain of your own poets have said, For we are also His offspring" (Acts 
17:24-28). 
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"If He sets His heart on man, if He gathers to Himself his spirit and his breath, all flesh shall 
perish together, and man shall turn again to dust" (Job 34:14-15). 

But Warren does have it right that God planned everything including the details in every life so 
that all would come to know Him. Now it yet remains for Rick to enter into the reality, 
according to the will of God. 

Rick also makes this true statement: "You were created to become like Christ. From the very 
beginning, God's plan has been to make you like his Son."  

Followed by this error: "Let me be absolutely clear: You will never become God, or even a 
god." 

The only way to become like Christ is to be born of His Spirit. That which is born of something 
grows up to become that same thing. The true and mystical Church of God is His body. 

"Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your Law, 'I said, You are gods?' If He called those 
gods with whom the Word of God was, and the Scripture cannot be broken, do you say of Him 
Whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world, You blaspheme, because I said, I am 
the Son of God?" (John 10:34-36) 

Here is another teaching, where Warren perverts the truth in the Bible: 

"The Bible tells us to 'pray all the time!'.... Use breath prayers throughout the day.... You 
choose a brief sentence or a simple phrase that can be repeated to Jesus in one breath: 'You 
are with me.' 'I receive your grace.' 'I'm depending on you.'... Pray it as often as possible so it is 
rooted deep in your heart."  

Jesus said: "But when you pray, do not babble vain words, as the nations. For they think that in 
their much speaking they shall be heard. Therefore do not be like them, for your Father knows 
what things you have need of, before you ask Him" (Matthew 6:7-8). 

Rick is not preaching the works of faith, but faith in works of the flesh. Flee fornication! He is 
teaching you to commit adultery with another god, in the Name of Christ.  

Rick offers this explanation for the troubles that befall many who follow these evil ways in the 
Name of Christ, and come under the wrath of God:  

"Regardless of the cause, none of your problems could happen without God's permission. 
Everything that happens to a child of God is Father-filtered, and he intends to use it for good 
even when Satan and others mean it for bad." 

He is not a filter, waiting for whatever happens to roll down the pike. He is the Doer! Listen: 

"I am Jehovah, and there is none else, no God besides Me; I clothed you, though you have not 
known Me; that they may know from the rising of the sun, and to the sunset, that there is none 
besides Me. I am Jehovah, and there is none else; forming the light and creating darkness; 
making peace and creating evil. I Jehovah do all these things" (Isaiah 45:5-7). 

That means that you cannot attribute the evil in your life as something coming from 
autonomous evil men and spirits, "filtered" by God for your good, but rather as coming from 
God Who does these things through whatever agents serve Him in that capacity. You may be 
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suffering from the fruits of your doings, that yes, serve for good, but which are there as a 
present rebuke and destruction from God because of evil. This I know: Only by the mercy of 
God will one receive correction and repent. 

Warren does not acknowledge the need for repentance and the cross. He is a savior of the 
flesh, serving in the "Christian" religion of Satan, who is disposed to, and entertains, the things 
of the flesh. If a man does not acknowledge and receive rebuke for evil, how much less will he 
receive the cross? The example and teaching that Warren gives is evil. 

Here are various other things misinterpreted from the Bible: 

"God also listened patiently to David's many accusations of unfairness, betrayal, and 
abandonment.... To instruct us in candid honesty, God gave us the book of Psalms - a worship 
manual, full of ranting, raving, doubts, fears, resentments, and deep passions combined with 
thanksgiving, praise, and statements of faith."  

David did no such thing, nor is the Book of Psalms "full of ranting, raving, doubts, fears, [and] 
resentments." Not in the least. The carnal man may see this, but the spiritual man will not, 
because it is not what the Spirit is saying or doing through the Psalmists. How long will you 
people consult with the dead in the Name of the Living? How long will you heed presumptuous 
sorcerers, prophets of Baal and Ashtoreth? 

"Jesus specialized in menial tasks that everyone else tried to avoid: washing feet, helping 
children, fixing breakfast, and serving lepers. Nothing was beneath him because he came to 
serve."  

This is that false Jesus we have been identifying from the beginning, whom Warren preaches 
and many others depict as well. While the Son of Man was not a slacker, neither did He come 
as a servant to men as Warren portrays Him. He was not a social worker. He was not a do-
gooder. He was not a bleeding heart Hallmark card icon with long hair and a faraway gaze.  

He was not an insecure religious person that worked hard at trying to fulfill the many "to do's" 
in The Purpose Driven Life. He was none of those things, or anything that men can and do 
conceive of as lovely and desirable. Why is that? Because He came not to serve man, as men 
do, but to serve God in the laying down of His life. That is the real Jesus Christ, Whom no man 
knows. 

"Then Jesus said to them, When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you shall know that I 
AM, and that I do nothing of Myself, but as My Father has taught Me, I speak these things. And 
He Who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things 
which please Him" (John 8:28-29). 

Jesus Christ looked neither to the left nor the right, but lived with singleness of mind and 
purpose to love God with all His heart, mind, and soul. He laid down His life according to the 
commandment of God given to Him. And in so doing He served mankind by becoming Lord and 
Christ, the Savior of all men.  

"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. And being found in fashion as a man, 
He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" 
(Philippians 2:5-8). 
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If we follow Him, we will know Him. If we know Him, we will become like Him, and neither will 
men know or recognize us, just as they do not recognize Him. 

"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I 
will give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give to him a white stone, and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man knows except he who receives it" (Revelation 2:17). 

Paul Cohen 

APPENDIX 

Applicable links: 

Our Testimonies 

Error #1) You can receive Jesus Christ by reciting a prayer, a decision God is waiting, and 
depending, on you to make. 

The False and Misleading Gospel of "Accepting" Jesus Christ 
So You Want to Walk with Jesus 

Diabolical Doctrines: "Accepting" Jesus Christ as Your Personal Savior and God Is Trying to Save 
the Whole World Now 

Error #2) You are born of God when you do this. 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
Are All Persons Children of God? 
Who Are the Sons of God? 

Diabolical Doctrine: Conversion Is Full Salvation 

Error #3) After "receiving" Christ, it is up to you to follow a program of self-development, 
with which the bulk of this book is meant to provide you. 

Counterfeit Christianity 
Whose Will Is Free? 
Law and Grace 
The Mark and the Seal 
The True Marks of a Cult 

Error #4) Unless you receive Christ in this manner, in this lifetime, you will spend eternity in 
hell. 

Who Then Can Be Saved?! 
The Reconciliation of All Things 
The Good News 

Diabolical Doctrines: Salvation Is Possible Only in This Life and Never-ending Torment 

Error #5) The Bible, as final authority, teaches all these things. 

http://www.thepathoftruth.com/testimonies/index.htm
http://www.thepathoftruth.com/the-issues-of-life/the-false-and-misleading-gospel-of-accepting-jesus-christ.htm
http://www.thepathoftruth.com/teachings/so-you-want-to-walk-with-jesus.htm
http://www.thepathoftruth.com/falsehood-exposed/diabolical-doctrines/accepting-christ.htm
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