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On the cover: UMKC’s life science deans stand 
in front of the Health Sciences Building on  
Hospital Hill. From left to right: School of  
Dentistry Dean Michael Reed, School of Medicine 
Dean Betty Drees, School of Pharmacy Dean  
Robert Piepho and School of Nursing Dean  
Lora Lacey-Haun.

Opposite page, top, from left to right: Kent  
Sunderland of The Sunderland Foundation,  
Missouri Gov. Matt Blunt and Chancellor  
Guy Bailey celebrate the dedication of the  
Health Sciences Building by cutting a ribbon 
 for the new facility and The Sunderland  
Foundation Lobby.

 As a public medical school, our charge 
is to serve the community, whether it 
is Kansas City, the state of Missouri or  
beyond. We are living up to this promise.
 In this issue of Panorama, we take a look 
at what we have been accomplishing on 
Kansas City’s Hospital Hill. Started with 
a dream more than 30 years ago, Hospital 
Hill continues to advance, and our school 
is in the middle of this progress.
 Through our participation in the  
Primary Care Resource Initiative for  
Missouri, we are easing the doctor short-
age affecting our state’s rural and lower 
income populations. 
 Our life-changing research is making a 
difference in the area of women’s health 
by better understanding diseases like  
osteoporosis. We are continuously  
improving the treatment patients receive 
in a medical emergency thanks to our 
shock trauma research lab, and we are 
providing our students with real-world 
simulations to augment their medical 

training.
 Thanks 
to a new 
program, 
our  
students 
and 
residents 
now 
have the 
option to 
learn about the effectiveness of  
integrated medicine. By offering a 
monthly seminar on bone and tooth 
research, we are helping Kansas City’s 
medical professionals connect and inter-
act with each other.
 We examine all of these exciting efforts 
in this issue of Panorama.
 As you read, I am sure you will see we 
are a school that is having an impact. 
With our 37th year upon us, the UMKC 
School of Medicine is definitely “alive in 
Kansas City.”

Betty M. Drees, M.D., F.A.C.P.
dean and professor of medicine

From the Dean
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school  
sponsors run
 Under abnormally cloudy, cool skies, 
a record 3,485 runners and walkers par-
ticipated in the 34th Annual Hospital 
Hill Run in June, including the UMKC 
School of Medicine 5K. 
 The School chose to sponsor part of this 
legendary Kansas City event to illustrate 
its motto, “Alive in Kansas City.” The run 
has been a sign of life and vitality in the 
heart of Kansas City since 1974. Other 
run events included the half marathon 
and the 10K.
 Finishing first in the UMKC School of 
Medicine 5K (3.1 miles) was Dale Dexter 
of Topeka, Kan. in 15:07. Ben Rosario, St. 
Louis, won the 10K in 31:00. Kory Cool 
of Manhattan, Kan., took first in the half 
marathon in 1:12:46.
 This year’s race was open to all skill 
levels. The number of participants for the 
event was the highest since 1991, repre-
senting a 112 percent increase from the 
2006 race. The half marathon was the 
most popular event with 1,742 partici-
pants, followed by the 10K with 802 and 
the 5K with 941.
 Participants represented 34 states and 
three countries. Kansas had the most  
participants, followed closely by 
Missouri. Other runners and walkers came 
from Arkansas, Illinois, Nebraska and 
Oklahoma.



PANORAMA Fall 2007   3

 School of Medicine Dean Betty Drees 
was appointed by UMKC Chancellor  
Guy Bailey to serve as UMKC interim 
provost, effective June 1.
 Drees will be filling the role until a new 
provost is chosen in early 2008. She will 
continue as dean of the medical school 
during this time. The position became 
open June 1 after former Provost Bruce 
Bubacz stepped down to return to teach-
ing full time.
 In announcing Drees’ new role with 
the University, Bailey applauded Drees’ 
success as leader of the Medical School, 
which includes increased research fund-
ing and continued collaboration with the 
school’s partner hospitals.

 “I am confident that Betty will bring the 
same level of commitment and quality of 
leadership to this interim role as she has 
the office of the dean,” Bailey says.
 Bailey announced in May the creation 
of a provost search committee, comprised 
of University students, faculty and staff. 
The committee is chaired by Karen Dace, 
Ph.D., deputy chancellor for the Division 
of Diversity, Access and Equity.
 Christopher Papasian, Ph.D., is repre-
senting the School of Medicine on the 
search committee. Papasian is also an  
associate professor, Basic Medical Sciences 
Department Chair and interim director of 
the Office of Research.

Drees appointed interim Provost

 Fourth-year student Sandeep Krishnan 
took home two top prizes at the 2007 Stu-
dent Research Day for his project, “The 
MEP3 Gene in Trichophyton tonsurans.”
 Krishnan won for having the best pre-
sentation and received the School of 
Medicine Alumni Association’s award for 
best basic science presentation.

 A record 17 students participated this 
year in the annual research day in April.
 Despite his recent research success, 
Krishnan said he isn’t planning for a lab 
career, adding he considers his research 
experience to be an important part of his 
medical training.
 “I wanted to be able to gain a skill-set 
that would let me be able to work wher-
ever I wanted to,” Krishnan says.

Krishnan captures top research prize
Susan Abdel Rahman, M.D., a pediatrics 
professor from Children’s Mercy Hospital, 
served as Krishnan’s mentor on the proj-
ect. She sees students’ research activities 
as complementing their education.
 “We emphasize the development of 
critical thinking and deductive reasoning 
skills,” Abdel Rahman says. “For train-
ees pursuing a career in the healing arts, 
incorporating these very important skills 
into clinical practice on a daily basis dis-
tinguishes practitioners that are good from 
those with the potential to be great.”

Sandeep Krishnan, Year 3, pictured with Agostino 
Molteni, M.D., director of Student Research.

“We emphasize the develop-
ment of critical thinking and 
deductive reasoning skills.”

– Susan Abdel Rahman, M.D.
Other student research awards:

second place, $100
Jessica Gillespie, Year 6
Janie Hemphill, Year 5
Betty Herndon, M.D., mentor
“Influence of Steroid or Anti- 
Inflammatory Treatment on  
Bleomycin Lung Effects”

Third place (tie)
Nihir Waghela, Year 4

 
 
Herndon, mentor
“Effects of Pulmonary Urease on 
the Cellular Response to H. pylori 
Protein-Coated Beads”

Nick Wassan, Year 4
Herndon, mentor
“The Search for H. pylori-Related 
Antigens in Human Pulmonary  
Sarcoidosis Granulomas”
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Glaser honored with Take Wing award

 Dee Anna Glaser (M.D. ’87), has made 
the most of her time since graduating 
from the School of Medicine, leading to 
her winning the 2007 E. Grey Dimond, 
M.D., Take Wing Award.
 A dermatologist in St. Louis, Glaser 
is vice chairman of the Department of 
Dermatology at Saint Louis University 
School of Medicine, where she also serves 
as professor and director of cosmetic and 
laser surgery.
 Glaser has made hyperhidrosis, char-

acterized by excessive sweating, the 
focus of her career, and served as a 
founding board member of the Inter- 
national Hyperhidrosis Society. She has 
worked with a growing number of organi-
zations, including the American Academy 
of Dermatology, the American Academy 
of Cosmetic Surgery and the Cosmetic  
Surgery Foundation, where she served as  
a member of the board of directors.
 In 2004, Glaser was listed as one of the 
Best Doctors in America and has been 

named one of St. Louis’ Top Doctors by 
the St. Louis Guide to Top Doctors several 
times, the latest being in 2006.
 As a UMKC student, Glaser was co-
editor and editor-in-chief of Aesculapian, 
the now discontinued School of Medi-
cine yearbook. Recently she served on 
the editorial board of Skinmed: Dermatology 
for the Clinician, worked as a contribut-
ing editor for Cosmetic Dermatology and 
served as a reviewer for several journals, 
including the Journal of American Academy 
of Dermatology.
 Glaser and her husband, David Glaser 
(M.D. ’87), have two teenaged daughters, 
Katherine and Ella.
 First presented in 1988, the Take 
Wing Award is an annual honor given 
to a School of Medicine graduate who 
has demonstrated an ability to follow 
founder E. Grey Dimond’s advice to “take 
wing” and reach amazing heights in their  
careers.
 Nominations for the award are accept-
ed year round. The deadline is Feb. 1. To 
nominate someone for the award, contact 
Mary McCamy at mccamym@umkc.edu.

Dee Anna Glaser, M.D., poses with her family after winning the 2007 E. Grey Dimond, M.D., Take 
Wing Award.

 Beginning this fall, a new regional tuition rate will make the  
Medical School more affordable for newly admitted students  
from a five-state area surrounding Kansas City. Illinois, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Nebraska and Arkansas are included in the regional 
rate. The move, approved by the University of Missouri Board of 
Curators in April, makes the School of Medicine the only aca-
demic unit at UMKC to offer a regional rate for out-of-state stu-
dents. Regional tuition is one-and-a-half times the resident rate.

new tuition rate lowers cost of uMKC school of Medicine

Total for Academic Year

 year 1-2 year 3-6
Missouri $23,152 $26,933
regional $34,728 $40,402
nonresident $46,304 $53,866



 School of Medicine professor David 
Morrison, Ph.D., received the 2007 Fac-
ulty Service Award from the Mayo Center 
for Translational Sciences Activities ear-
lier this year, the first time the award has 
been given.
 The honor recognizes Morrison’s work 
with the Mayo Center on behalf of his  
organization, Grant Writers’ Seminars and 
Workshops, LLC. Morrison has hosted 

two workshops for Mayo faculty annually 
since 2002, “Writing for Biomedical Pub-
lication” and “Write Winning Grants.” 
About 3,000 Mayo faculty have attended 
Morrison’s workshops.
 Along with his workshops, Morrison is 
a visiting professor at Baker University 
(Baldwin City, Kan.) who succeeded as a 
molecular biology researcher before join-
ing the school’s faculty in 2001 as a basic 

Morrison receives Mayo award
medical research 
professor. He is a 
former Sosland 
Endowed Chair 
and has served 
as director of 
medical research 
at Saint Luke’s 
Hospital in 
Kansas City.
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 Class speaker Robin Kamal (M.D. ’07), 
called it “the day that our dream has come 
true” as 82 students received their M.D. 
degrees on May 25 during the School of 
Medicine’s annual graduation exercise 
at UMKC’s Swinney Recreation Center.  
Kamal, who was selected to speak on  
behalf of his classmates, was one of 16  
students who graduated with honors.
 The ceremony included a special  
tribute to Mina Gayed, a classmate who 
died May 25, 2004, during his fourth year 
of medical school.
 Dee Anna Glaser (M.D. ’87), vice 
chairman and professor of dermatol-
ogy at Saint Louis University School 
of Medicine, spoke to the graduates 
about their future. Glaser received the 

Take Wing Award earlier in the day.  
David Wooldridge (M.D. ’94), associate 
professor and docent, spoke on behalf of 
the Medical School faculty.
 More than 2,600 physicians have  
received their medical degrees from  
the school.

Gratton named chairman of emergency medicine
 Matthew Gratton, M.D., F.A.C.E.P., has been appointed chairman of the department of emergency 
medicine for the School of Medicine and Truman Medical Centers. A staff physician and associate 
professor of emergency medicine since 1997, Grattton has been interim chairman of the depart-
ment since January 2007. He has also been medical director for the Kansas City Emergency Medical  
Services system since 2006. Gratton served in 2005 as a battalion surgeon in Al Anbar Province, Iraq, 
for which he received the Bronze Star for heroic or meritorious achievement and the Combat Action 
Ribbon. He also served at U.S. Naval Hospitals in Yokosuka, Japan, and Long Beach, Calif. Gratton is 
a graduate of the St. Louis University School of Medicine.

Robin Kamal, 2007 class speaker, and 
Sweta Tarigopula enjoy graduation day.

Graduation 2007

Cindy Hird, Jacquelyn Sturm and Arthur Jason Vaught take 
in the commencement ceremonies.
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Students celebrate Match Day 2007

perfecT mATch
 Ready, set, open. All together the 81 
UMKC medical students participating in 
Match Day 2007 learned where they would 
complete their residencies. 
 Tears dropped, cries went out and when 
the dust settled, 94 percent of the 2007 
class had found their match. 
 Thirty-four students will stay in Missouri 
for their residencies, with the rest scat-
tered across 22 other states, as well as the  
District of Columbia. Of those staying 
in the Show-Me State, 20 matched with  
programs in Kansas City, nine in St. Louis 
and two each in Springfield and Columbia. 
 Forty-four percent of students matched 
in the primary care specialties of pediat-
rics, family medicine, OB/GYN or internal 
medicine. Of these, internal medicine had 
the largest number of students matched 

to a first-year program at 18. Ten students 
matched in pediatrics, eight in family med-
icine, seven in general surgery and six in 
emergency medicine.

Where are they today?
Our graduates are serving patients in 48 of the 50 United States.

Missouri: 898

100 +

50 - 100

10 - 50

Less than 10

Above left: Theresa Andrews hands 
out match day results as (from left to 
right) Robin Kamal, Rob Otto, Leyat 
Tal and Amy Couch wait with  
anticipation.

Above right: Carol Stanford, M.D., and 
Jenny Maglure share the Match Day 
excitement.
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 On April 14, William Sirridge, M.D., 
passed away, leaving behind generations of 
physicians whose careers stand as a testament 
to his vision and dedication. He was 86.
 One of the founding docents of the 
School of Medicine, along with his wife 
Dr. Marjorie, Dr. William was a fixture on 
Kansas City’s Hospital Hill for more than 
30 years. He saw practicing medicine as his 
way of bettering the world, and he instilled 
in his students this same passion.
 A son of Kansas City, Kan. (KCK), Dr. 
William attended St. Joseph’s Military 
Academy in Hays, Kan., for one year before 
attending and graduating from St. Louis 
University. He earned his medical degree 
from the University of Kansas (KU) School 
of Medicine in 1944.
 It was at KU that Dr. William met  
Marjorie Spurrier. The two married the day 
after graduation, beginning a personal and 
professional relationship that would help 
change the face of medical education in 
Kansas City and beyond.
 After completing his residency in  
Cleveland, Dr. William returned to KCK 
and began practicing as a primary care  
physician. 
 While in private practice, Dr. William 
served as a clinical faculty member along 
with Dr. Marjorie at the KU School of 
Medicine and as president of the medical 
staff at Providence Hospital in KCK. 
 It was in 1971 that Dr. William and  
Dr. Marjorie left private practice at the 
invitation of E. Grey Dimond, M.D., to 
join the faculty of a new medical school  
at UMKC. 
 In 30 years at UMKC, Dr. William worked 
ceaselessly as a docent and mentor to his 
students. Armed with a love of people and 
of medicine, Dr. William demonstrated the 
power of this unique combination to his 
students.
 “Dr. Sirridge taught more than medical 

information,” says Gary Salzman (M.D. 
’80), professor and doccent at the Medi-
cal School. “He taught how to connect 
with patients through physical touch,  
humor and honesty. He enjoyed making his  
patients and students laugh to reduce ten-
sion and open paths for communication.”

 Along with serving as a docent, Dr.  
William was also a physician at Truman 
Medical Center, Longfellow Clinic and 
Kansas City’s old General Hospital.

 In 1992, Dr. William and Dr. Marjorie 
help found and initially fund the Sirridge 
Office of Medical Humanities to educate 
future physicians about the human side of 
practicing medicine.
 Dr. William retired from the school in 
2001. A recipient of numerous awards, he 
and Dr. Marjorie were most recently hon-
ored this year with the Vision to Action 
Award by the Center for Practical Bioeth-
ics, an organization they helped create.
 Dr. William is survived by Dr. Marjorie, 
their daughter Dr. Mary Sirridge and her 
husband, Dr. Eric Mack, of Baton Rouge, 
La.; son Dr. Stephen Sirridge and his 
wife, Linda, of Overland Park, Kan.; son  
Patrick of Prairie Village, Kan.; and son  
Dr. Christopher Sirridge and his wife,  
Lisa, of Olathe, Kan.
 Also surviving are 10 grandchildren and 
countless physicians, patients and future 
medical students who either have or will ben-
efit from the gifts of Dr. William Sirridge.

“He taught how to 
connect with  
patients through 
physical touch,  
humor and honesty.” 

– Gary Salzman, M.D.

remembering sirridge
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 You could almost hear the click of a  
puzzle piece falling into place as nursing 
and pharmacy students arrived for their 
first day of class at the new Health Sciences 
Building (HSB).
 The $50.2 million building sits face to 
face with the School of Medicine on Kansas 
City’s Hospital Hill, housing the Schools of 
Pharmacy and Nursing and representing 
another step toward the Hill becoming a 
center of biomedical research.
 The opening brings all of UMKC’s health 
science schools, nursing, dentistry, medical 
and pharmacy, to one campus, but what’s 
taking shape on Hospital Hill involves 
more than a building’s opening. 
 The HSB is only physical evidence 
of what’s unfolding as the Hill experi-
ences a rebirth. This rebirth could breed 
new research, improved patient care and  
enhanced medical education, all of which 
bodes well for Kansas City and Missouri.

more than a building
 Great research can’t take place in isola-
tion. It requires fresh ideas, new areas of 
effectiveness, other findings to build upon 
and so forth.
 With all UMKC health sciences schools 
now just feet from one another and from part-

ner institutions Children’s Mercy Hospital, 
Western Missouri Mental Health Center  
and Truman Medical Center (TMC), 
physical isolation has been crossed off as  
an obstacle to Hospital Hill achieving 
the vision behind its creation.
 UMKC is now one of 26 universities in 
the United States with four health science 
schools on one campus.
 “It means UMKC has brought the fam-
ily together,” says E. Grey Dimond, M.D., 
former UMKC health sciences provost. 
 Lora Lacey-Haun, R.N., Ph.D., nursing 
school dean, sees the present as a pivotal 
time for health sciences at UMKC.
 “We need to take advantage of this 
uniqueness to enhance interdisciplinary 
research that addresses health issues in 
our community, state and country,” Lacey-
Haun says.
 Mineralized tissue research, such as bones 
and teeth, is one example of an area that 
has prospered as a result of cross-pollina-
tion between various academic units and 
partner hospitals. Women’s health research 
is another example, as is inflammation and 
infectious diseases.
 “It is hard to overstate the impact of 
having all of the health science schools 
on one campus,” says UMKC Chancellor 

UMKC is now one of 26 universities in the 
country to have four life science schools 
on one campus. This, and other achieve-
ments, is proof that Kansas City’s Hospital 
Hill is ready for the 21st century.

The resurgence  
  Of hOspiTAl hill
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Guy Bailey. “The concentration of health 
science researchers in one place will facili-
tate the development of research strengths 
across disciplinary boundaries, will promote  
instructional efficiencies and provide  
students with the opportunity to work with 
first-class researchers who approach similar 
problems with different perspectives.”
 As dean of the pharmacy school, Robert 
Piepho, Ph.D., FCP, emphasizes the impact 
the Health Sciences Building will have  
on students. 
 There’s a growing need for students to 
better understand other health science 
fields and having the University’s health 
science schools next door to each other will 
make this increasingly possible.

 “Having the Schools of Medicine, Den-
tistry, Pharmacy and Nursing allows for an 
interdisciplinary education environment,” 
says Randall O’Donnell, Ph.D., president 
and CEO of Children’s Mercy Hospitals 
and Clinics. “Having schools clustered on 
Hospital Hill keeps our faculty on top of 
the latest in research and treatment, so we 
can pass it along to students.”
 Because of the increased capacity for  
interaction between faculty, physicians and 
researchers on the Hill, students will be 
able to see how medical professionals work 
together and feed off of each other’s exper-
tise, “which is the health care team model 
of the future in our country,” Piepho says.
 “The opening of the Health Sciences 
Building really marks the establishment 
of Hospital Hill as a campus,” says Betty 

Drees, Medical School dean. “The oppor-
tunities for students, faculty and staff from 
all the health science schools to interact 
socially and professionally is exciting and 
long overdue.”
 
home away from home
 With the HSB, Hospital Hill is closer to 
becoming a more cohesive campus, which 
benefits students.
 The new building not only houses class-
room, office and research space, it also  
includes areas for students on the Hill to 
eat and take care of business.
 “Given that there will be 1,800 students 
in that area, we thought it would be a good 
idea to provide them with an increased lev-

el of services,” says 
Mel Tyler, UMKC 
vice chancellor for 
student affairs and  
enrollment  
management.
 Beginning this 
semester, a full-
time financial aid 
representative is 
on the Hill to  
assist students in 

the health science schools. Students can 
now also utilize a full-time on-site  
psychologist.
 The goal is not to create a second main 
campus for UMKC, Tyler says, but to pro-
vide the same level of services for students 
on the Hill that students on the Volker 
campus enjoy. It can be nearly impossible 
sometimes for health science students 
to take care of a financial aid issue at the 
Volker campus.
 “Although the Volker campus is not a 
long distance (from Hospital Hill), it is 
cumbersome to arrange for time to visit the 
Volker offices during a full day of classes  
and patient care,” says Brenda Rogers 
(M.D. ’90), associate dean for student  
affairs at the medical school.
 Arguably the most welcomed change 

by students is the addition of food service 
on Hospital Hill. The University’s food 
service provider, SodexHo, has opened a  
subsandwich shop in the HSB.
 Furthering Hospital Hill’s advancement 
toward a more cohesive atmosphere will be 
student housing and a physical recreation 
facility, both of which were included in a 
plan unveiled by Bailey.
 The plan calls for apartments for up to 
250 students, a $10 million conference 
and wellness center, a $50 million clinical  
research and professional office building and 
a $70 million extension to the Health Sci-
ences Building for more research capacity.
 To pay for the construction of these 
buildings, Bailey said the University would 
seek a private-public partnership similar to 
what is funding the construction of new 
student apartments on the Volker campus. 
In that arrangement, a private company  
develops and manages the student apart-
ments located on University-owned land 
on the campus’ west side.
 The first step toward more construction 
on Hospital Hill is a feasibility study to  
discover what the campus and its surround-
ing community can sustain.
 “We definitely want to be a good neigh-
bor with whatever we do,” Tyler says. One 
possibility is for the wellness center to 
be open not to just UMKC students and  
faculty, but to hospital staff on the Hill, as 
well as the community at-large.
 There is no timeline for these projects, 
but next steps will be determined once the 
feasibility study is complete.
 
Teaching, training and 
research
 Not all of the progress at the School of 
Medicine revolves around the HSB.
 An addition to the Medical School’s  
curriculum is Angela Barnett, M.D., teach-
ing integrative medicine. (See story on 
page 14).
 Another new kid on the block is the 

“The opportunities for students, 
faculty and staff from all the health 
science schools to interact socially 
and professionally is exciting and 
long overdue.” 

– Betty Drees, Medical School dean



James P. Youngblood, M.D., Medical Skills 
Laboratory. The lab provides medical  
students with advanced training by  
using simulation as a teaching tool,  
which includes high-fidelity simulators  
and standardized patient encounters.
 “The laboratory allows our students and 
residents to learn by practicing in a safe  
environment before they work with  
patients,” says Drees.
 The simulators react to illness and treat-
ment just as the human body does, giving 
students an opportunity to learn from a 
real-world experience without affecting a 
real-world patient.
 “So the beauty of this high fidelity simu-
lator is you can kill it a thousand times to 
teach a student how to save a life,” says  
Jason Wilkins (M.D. ’96), medical director 
of the lab.
 The standardized patient encounters 
bring in actors who act-out scripted scenarios 
and illnesses to give students experience in 
treatment.
 Combined, both the simulators and the 
patient encounters can provide a complete 
training exercise for students. The simula-
tor can be used as the patient, while actors 
behave as the simulator’s, or patient’s, fam-
ily members, giving students experience in 
not only the medical side of treatment, but 
the human side as well.
 In research, the school has increased its 
funding capacity 250 percent since 2001, 
when it seriously began building its research 
programs.
 One addition to the school in the past 
six years has been the Shock Trauma  
Research Center, which investigates ways  
to prevent patient deaths from trauma  
injuries, hemorrhaging and shock.
 In June 2006 the center received a $1.8 
million grant from the U.S. Department of 
Defense to research hemorrhagic and sep-
tic shock. An estimated 200,000 people die 
each year in the United States from both 
kinds of shock.
 Another area of research success for the 

School has been in women’s health.
 UMKC and TMC have been designated a 
National Center of Excellence in Women’s 
Health by the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, the only such center 
in a four-state region and just one of 21  
nationwide.
 Some areas of focus include obesity,  
osteoporosis, tobacco cessation, preeclamp-
sia, and more. The school’s work in wom-
en’s health involves partnering with both 
the Schools of Nursing and Pharmacy.
 Altogether, the composition of Hospi-
tal Hill provides perhaps the best chance 
for research and medical advances in  
Kansas City.
 “This arrangement creates an ideal envi-
ronment in which to establish state-of-the-
art, collaborative educational and research 
programs which help to strengthen and 
compliment the existing clinical programs,” 
says Mark Steele (M.D. ’80), chief medical  
officer at Truman Medical Center.
 Always a beacon to the sick of Kansas 
City, the pieces are quickly coming together 
to make Hospital Hill a lighthouse of medi-
cal progress for the rest of the country.

 One of the men worked for Hallmark. The 
other worked in the non-profit field.
 Neither men were from Kansas City, but 
both forever changed this former frontier 
town by sculpting its Hospital Hill into a  
center of academic medical excellence. 
Now with the installation of busts created 
in their likenesses, Nathan Stark and Homer  
Wadsworth are permanently remembered on 
the Hill they created. 
 Joining Stark and Wadsworth is a bust of 
E. Grey Dimond, M.D., creator of the Medical 
School, bringing three friends together again 
and ensuring that future students, physicians 
and researchers will know the men who 
made their paths possible.
 In an area called “The Commons,” the 
busts rest in a manicured lawn between 
the new Health Sciences Building and the  
medical school.
 The busts were dedicated on Oct. 6. 
While Dimond is responsible for the  
medical school’s life, having fought for the 
infant school’s survival in the 1970s, he is 
aware that perhaps the toughest job was  
actually receiving approval to build a medi-
cal school in Kansas City. That job fell to  
Wadsworth and Stark, and both rose to the 
challenge.
 “Those two men, this is their medical 
school,” says Dimond.
 The artist is Dimond’s daugh-
ter, Lark Grey Dimond-Cates. 

Donors Joan Tung Wu, M.D.,  
Mr. Weijan Wu, M.D., 
and his wife, Huang Wu 

Chiung, and the School of 
Medicine Class of 1986 
helped make “The 
Commons” possible.

a tribute to vision, 
leadership
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Program places physicians into areas of need 
inTO The vOid

Brandon Davis, Year 5, is 
one of many UMKC students 
receiving financial aid in 
exchange for agreeing to 
practice in underserved  
areas of Missouri.

 When Brandon Davis is ready to practice 
medicine, he hopes to do so in his home-
town of Maysville, Mo.
 Davis, a fifth-year student at the School of 
Medicine, is one of many UMKC students 
participating in a program focused on eas-
ing the doctor shortage being felt by many 
rural and underserved areas of Missouri. 

 The program, called Primary Care  
Resource Initiative Program (PRIMO), 
gives students financial support in exchange 
for agreeing to work and practice in health 
professional shortage areas after they com-

plete their medical training. The Missouri 
Department of Health and Senior Services 
(DHSS) designates the areas.
 Dentistry, nursing and medical students 
are eligible to participate in the program. 
Students receiving PRIMO funds must 
pursue a career in primary care, which for 
medical students includes obstetrics and gy-

necology, internal medicine and pediatrics.
 To satisfy the requirement for accepting 
PRIMO money, students must practice in 
an underserved area for as many years as 
they accepted the financial aid. Students 

who fail to live up to their end 
of the bargain are forced to  
repay the state for the PRIMO 
funds they receive at an inter-
est rate of 9.5 percent.
 For students like Davis, the 
program helps soften the cost 
of medical school. Students  
enrolled in the SOM six-year
baccalaureate/M.D. program 
can receive up to $10,000 a 
year in financial aid.
 This year, nine returning 
UMKC students have elected 
to receive PRIMO funds, while 
contracts are pending with six 
new UMKC students.
 The state is running out of 
doctors, and rural communi-
ties are feeling the effects of the 
physician shortage. PRIMO 
encourages physicians to  
practice in small towns across 
the state. The DHSS lists 93 

of Missouri’s 114 counties as facing a  
doctor shortage.
 PRIMO money is available to both  
undergraduate and graduate or profession-
al-level students. Undergraduates willing to 
commit to a career in primary care in rural 
Missouri receive $5,000 a year in financial aid.
 DHSS relies on agencies such as the West 
Central Missouri Area Health Education 
Center to ensure PRIMO funds are admin-
istered properly. Along with overseeing 
PRIMO, the education center’s goal is to 
convince those already aspiring for a medi-
cal career to stay local.
 “We’re advocates to keep them in 
the state,” says Stephanie Taylor, West  
Central’s executive director.

The state is running out of doctors, and the  
rural communities are feeling the effects of  

the physician shortage.
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 When Kathryn Diemer (M.D. ’85),  
addressed the Kansas City Bone and Tooth 
Society in May, she joined a growing list of 
reputable speakers at the group’s monthly 
gatherings.
 The society is gaining national recogni-
tion as a networking tool for clinicians 
and researchers. At each society event, an  
expert speaker discusses topics related to 
bone and tooth treatment and research.
 Diemer’s lecture, like other talks hosted 
by the society, was a catalyst for connect-
ing Kansas City health professionals with 
investigators and, in turn, the investigators’ 
research. Her talk centered on the latest 
updates related to the diagnosis and treat-
ment of osteoporosis.
 Jointly hosted by the UMKC Schools 
of Medicine (SOM) and Dentistry, the 
society was originally started by Univer-

sity of Kansas professor Clark Anderson, 
M.D., but it eventually died out. In 2003, 
SOM Dean Betty Drees, M.D., dentistry  
researcher Lynda Bonewald, Ph.D., and 
SOM researcher Richard Derman, M.D., 

brought the society back to life. 
 Today the society is an example of  
the ongoing collaboration happening on  
Kansas City’s Hospital Hill.
 “The mission is to share new research 
findings and clinical information presented 
by national leaders in the field of meta-
bolic bone disease and calcified tissue,”  
Derman says.
 Those in attendance range from doctors, 
dentists and other health professionals to 
everyday folks who are interested in the 
subject matter, with average attendance 
ranging from 50 to 80 people each month. 
The audience represents a who’s who of 
Kansas City health sciences, belonging 
to organizations such as Stowers Institute 
for Medical Research, University of Kan-
sas School of Medicine and Children’s  
Mercy Hospital.
 Speakers alternate between clinical 
and basic researchers from within and 

outside of UMKC. Past speakers have  
included Creighton University Professor  
Robert Heaney, M.D., and Maurizio  
Pacifici, Ph.D., a researcher from Thomas 
Jefferson University. 
 Topics have ranged from vitamin D to  
osteonecrosis of the jaw to the use and mis-
use of bisphosphonates.
 Jeff Gorski, D.D.S., a professor in the 
School of Dentistry, regularly attends the 
lectures. As a bone biology and biochem-
istry researcher, he benefits from the  
actual lecture material and the interaction  
between medical colleagues.
 “Attending the lecture series provides 
me with regular contact with clinician 
scientists seeing patients who are experi-
encing problems with their craniofacial 
and skeletal systems,” Gorski says. “I stay  
informed about physiological problems and 
get a chance to contribute my basic science  
expertise to real life problems.”

sOcieTY bridges gAp in 
KAnsAs ciTY

“The mission is to 
share new research 
findings and  
clinical information 
presented by leaders 
in the field of meta-
bolic bone disease 
and calcified tissue.”

– Richard Derman, M.D.

Kathryn Diemer, M.D., was a recent speaker at the Kansas City Bone and Tooth Society. The 
organization hosts monthly talks featuring various national and Kansas City physicians and dentists 
discussing the latest news and trends in the area of bone and tooth research.
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 The practice of medicine is changing, 
and with the introduction of an integrative 
medicine curriculum, the UMKC School of 
Medicine is keeping pace.
 Recently the school entered into a part-
nership with Journey Into Wellness, an 
organization founded by Fred Pryor of 
Fred Pryor Seminars, and Charles Garney, 
founder of Garney Construction, Inc. 

 The organization seeks to improve the 
health of Kansas Citians through the 
use of integrative medicine, which is a  
combination of conventional medicine 
with evidence-based alternative health 
therapies.
 The partnership between Journey Into 
Wellness and the medical school resulted 
in the recruitment of Angela Barnett, who 

did her residency at UMKC in 1998 and 
then completed a fellowship in integrative 
medicine under Andrew Weil, M.D., at the 
University of Arizona.
 Barnett has already implemented an  
elective in class integrative medicine  
during the past year. One of the primary 
goals for the initial course was to educate 
students about integrative medicine.

New program offers integrative approach to medicine

mediTATiOns On  
medicine

Angela Barnett, M.D., is leading a 
new program to teach UMKC medical 
students how integrative medicine 
can be used in treating patients.
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“Integrative medicine is not alternative  
medicine, because we’re not forgetting  
our Western medical background.” 

– Angela Barnett, M.D.

 “Integrative medicine is not alternative 
medicine, because we’re not forgetting our 
Western medical background,” Barnett says. 
 Integrative medicine doesn’t take options 
away from physicians. It only gives them 
more, according to Barnett.
 In teaching the elective, Barnett  
relies on evidence-based therapies to tackle  
ailments such as pain and cardiovascular 
disease. One example, according to Barnett, 
is the use of the Mediterranean diet, which 
has proven as an effective intervention in 
patients with cardiovascular disease.
 Integrative medicine seems to be in  
demand from UMKC’s residents, who 
asked Barnett to present an introduction of 
the practice at last year’s residents retreat 
workshop. The residents spent a half day  
experiencing other healing mechanisms 
they could then offer to their patients as  
alternatives or complementary therapies.
 Another course is planned this year for 
fourth-year medical students who will focus 
on using integrative medicine in chronic 
disease management during their family 
medicine rotation. 
 The class will begin by taking an online 
module on nutrition designed by Weil’s pro-
gram. Students then explore cases from an 
integrative perspective during the rotation. 
 First- and second-year students are cur-
rently part of a pilot project this fall to 
explore an integrative approach to mood 
disorders, using mind-body techniques and 
other tools. 
 As medical director of Truman Medi-
cal Center’s Integrative Medicine Center 
programs, Barnett is implementing a new 
clinical program for all patients to learn the 
benefits of integrative medicine.
 One such series is an eight-week volun-
tary course in which patients coping with 
chronic diseases will learn and experience 
how lifestyle changes, proper nutrition and 
meditation can have a positive impact on 
their health. In the future, Truman Medical 
Center would like to offer a specific series 
for patients struggling with pain, cancer 

and cardiovascular disease.
 “As a medical community, we have to 
find new ways to motivate individuals to 
take their health seriously and recognize 
the impact that their lifestyle choices are  

making on themselves and society as a 
whole,” Barnett says. “We have long known 
that just providing people with knowledge 
isn’t always enough to motivate change.”
 Along with helping patients, these  
sessions will benefit residents who are able 
to learn alongside patients. 
 Of added benefit to future physicians, 
Barnett points out, is integrative medicine’s 
approach to living, which can help doctors 
handle the stresses of their jobs. In fact, 
it’s the idea of practicing what you preach 
that is key in integrative medicine, which 
teaches that physicians should be role mod-
els for their patients.  
 The Department of Family Medicine is 
participating in ongoing research teaching 
residents and faculty about various aspects 
of integrative therapies through online 
computer modules. 
 These physicians complete the modules 
and then are part of a study to see how 
it impacts their practice at a later date. 
They are currently exploring the impact of  
botanical medicine on the physicians. 
 Barnett is also working to secure a grant 
that will help her further study how teach-
ing targeted nutritional interventions to 
physicians can help fight cardiovascular 
disease.

Fred Pryor (right) of Fred Pryor Seminars and 
Charles Garney, founder of Garney Construction, 
Inc., both helped fund the Journey Into Wellness 
program. 

Barnett will rely on faculty to help merge integra-
tive medicine with the current medical school 
culture. In this photo, Barnett leads a Faculty 
Development Training Program.



Maulik points to congenital heart disease as 
one target for study in his department.
 Under his leadership, Maulik hopes his 
department will develop and implement 
advanced concepts in fetal care, including 
the creation of a quaternary prenatal care 
system in partnership with UMKC’s affili-
ate hospitals. Maulik points to Children’s 
Mercy Hospital’s cardiac fetal program as 
an opportunity for collaboration among the 
University’s affiliate hospitals.
 He also hopes to build upon the Center 
of Excellence for Women’s Health, “and see 
what kind of services and opportunities we 
can provide to the community.”
 Maulik stresses he is working to enhance 
the academic program in women’s health 
for the school’s residents and students, a 
mission he views as essential to his role 
with the University.
 “We can help to develop the next genera-
tion of leaders both in clinical care and the 
research area,” Maulik says.
 The department is home to 32 UMKC 
residents between TMC and St. Luke’s 
Hospital, and every UMKC student  
pursuing a medical degree spends two 
months being educated in obstetrics  
and gynecology.

a chance he had  
to take
 Dev Maulik couldn’t say no. 
 The chance to work on Hospital Hill, 
the leadership of the medical school and 
the opportunity to develop state-of-the-art  
research programs was just too much to resist.

 “I found the combination of all this was a 
very unique situation and I thought, ‘Why 
not?’” says Maulik, M.D.
 And so Maulik, an internationally known 
specialist in maternal fetal medicine and a 
researcher in women’s health, accepted  
positions as the professor and chair of  
obstetrics and gynecology at the School of  
Medicine and Truman Medical Center 
(TMC), a professor of basic medical science, 
and the senior associate dean of Women’s 
Health. He began work in March.
 Maulik was a professor and chair of 
obstetrics and gynecology at Winthrop  
University Hospital in Mineola, N.Y., 
as well as a professor at the School of  
Medicine in the early 1980s,  before return-
ing to UMKC.
 Throughout his career, Maulik has made 
a name for himself in maternal and fetal 
health, including helping to develop the 
Doppler ultrasound for identifying fetal 
compromise and the Doppler and color  
ultrasound for diagnosing congenital 
heart disease before birth.
 It’s this kind of innovation Maulik 
hopes to nurture within his department. 
Specifically, Maulik lists translational 
research related to fetal growth and 
development, fetal malformations, 
adolescent gynecology and osteoporo-
sis as being areas of his research focus.

“We can help to develop the next  
generation of leaders.” 

– Dev Maulik, M.D.
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no school is an  
island
 John Stuart Munro may have grown up 
in the Bahamas, but today he’s far removed 
from the isolation of an island.
 As chair of the School of Medicine’s  
Department of Psychiatry and assistant 
medical director of Western Missouri Men-
tal Health Center, Munro, M.D., and his 
patients benefit from a cooperative envi-
ronment on Kansas City’s Hospital Hill.
 Munro has first-hand knowledge of how 
the many institutions on Hospital Hill 
work together for the betterment of Kansas 
City and the region.
 It’s this kind of professional interaction 
that Munro envisioned when coming to 
UMKC and Hospital Hill in 1985.

 “I knew immediately that this depart-
ment, this medical school, this Hospital 
Hill is the place I wanted to practice,”  
Munro says.
 Such collaboration allows UMKC to stay 
ahead of the many changes taking place in 
psychiatry.
 One such change is the growing 
need for clinical psychiatrists to work 
with other health officials in treating  

patients. This includes everyone from  
police officers to other physicians.
 “I think those who want to be involved 
clinically with patients…are going to 
have to be willing to work with other 
doctors,” Munro says. “They’re going to 
have to be engaged in the frontlines with 
other doctors. That’s already happening.” 
 UMKC’s psychiatry program is accom-
plishing this by partnering with the school’s 
internal medicine department.
 Such a step, Munro points out, has  
increased Western Missouri physicians’ 
knowledge and treatment of patients.  
Adding value to the partnership is the 
spirit of cooperation the psychiatry depart-
ment’s residents, enrolled in a four-year 
training period, are exposed to through this  
interaction.

 Another example of UMKC bridging the 
gap between psychiatry and health work-
ers is the department’s Crisis Intervention 
Training (CIT) with organizations like 
the Kansas City Police Academy and the 
Jackson County Correctional Center. CIT 
teaches law enforcement personnel how to 
positively handle the mentally ill.
 The program has trained thousands of 
police and correctional officers, as well as 

social workers, how to effectively handle 
mentally ill citizens.
 By keeping UMKC in touch with psy-
chiatry’s constant changes and pushing for 
continued interaction between psychiatry 
and other medical fields, Munro is making 
sure the School of Medicine is not an island 
in the sea of health sciences. 

“I knew immediately that Hospital Hill 
is the place I wanted to practice.” 

– Stuart Munro, M.D.
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A series of profiles on four faculty members  

who are advancing the medical school and  

helping make Kansas City a place of note in  

academic medicine.aculty at a glance
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heart of the matter
 Ask David Cohen about the research  
activities he oversees, and he rattles off 
programs like they’re ho-hum items on his 
to-do list.
 Cohen, M.D., the director of research at 
Saint Luke’s Mid America Heart Institute 
since August 2006, accepted a position as 
the Missouri Endowed Chair of Cardiovas-
cular Clinical Research in March. 
 Charged with establishing and directing 
a major cardiovascular research program in 
Kansas City, Cohen is well aware of both 
the successful projects already in place 

“We want to be training the  
people we want to hire.” 

– David Cohen, M.D., M.Sc.

at the institute and the opportunities for  
expansion.
 One area of expansion is in catheter-
based treatment of patients with valvular 
heart disease. Such research could keep 
some patients from requiring open-heart 
surgery.
 “We’re really gearing up to get those stud-
ies off the ground,” Cohen says. “I think 
they’ll be of tremendous benefit to both the 
hospital and our patient population in all of 
Kansas City.”
 Another opportunity for new research 
at the institute is in treating patients with 
weak hearts by using cellular therapies.  
Essentially, this involves removing cells 
from a patient and growing the cells in a 
test tube. The grown cells are then reinsert-
ed into the patient to stimulate the heart.
 Some initiatives that were already in place 
when Cohen left Harvard University to lead 
the institute will continue to progress.
 For example, the institute will continue 
to analyze internal databases to better  
understand the care they give patients and 
to generate new research.
 An extension of this effort is the insti-
tute’s world-renowned Cardiovascular Out-
comes Research Program, which uses data 
to determine what impact certain factors, 
such as genetics, may have on a patient’s 
outcome of treatment.
 Related to this is John Spertus’, M.D., 
creation of ePrism, a Web-based software 
package that allows patients and physicians 
to walk through possible treatment out-
comes at the bedside.
 Cohen’s own work takes patient out-

comes research a step further by evaluating 
the cost effectiveness of new technologies 
in cardiovascular diagnosis and treatment.  
Such studies seek to quantify whether a 
treatment is worth the financial and health 
costs from a societal point of view.
 Part of Cohen’s master plan for the  
institute involves growing the number of 
researchers. One way of doing so is through 
the institute’s Clinical Scholars Program, 
also started by Cohen’s predecessor, Ben 
McCallister, M.D., which allows doctors 
at the institute to conduct research while 
continuing their private practices.
 The program can help the institute grow 
its ranks of researchers by attracting those 
just starting their careers.
 “It’s a mechanism we’re really trying 
to use to bring along young faculty,”  
Cohen says.
 The institute also aims to increase its  
research capacity by attracting physicians 
finishing their residencies who are inter-
ested in cardiovascular research. These 
residents become fellows at the institute, 
providing the institute an opportunity to 
train researchers to fit the needs of the  
organization.  
 Currently, only a handful of researchers 
at the institute are from the Kansas City 
region, including two alumni of UMKC 
School of Medicine. Cohen hopes the  
fellowship programs can help the institute 
raise homegrown researchers. 
 “We want to be training the people we 
want to hire,” Cohen says.
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Middle of it all
 Greg Kearns is excited about Kansas City’s 
Hospital Hill. You hear it in his voice, and 
you feel it in his presence.
 Kearns, Ph.D., is one of the Hill’s  
movers and shakers. He’s director of 
medical research, associate chairman of  
pediatrics and chief of pediatric pharmacol-
ogy and medical toxicology at Children’s 
Mercy Hospital and Clinics (CMH), as 
well as a professor of pediatrics and phar-
macology at the School of Medicine.
 As if he’s not busy enough, Kearns also 
served this past summer on the World 
Health Organization’s panel that updated 
the Essential Medicines List for Children. 
He’s a graduate of the St. Louis College 
of Pharmacy, the University of Cincin-
nati, Louisiana State University and  
Erasmus University School of Medicine in  
Rotterdam.
 By serving in these roles, Kearns is well 
positioned to increase Hospital Hill’s  

research capacity and lead it farther down 
the road to being a national center of  
biomedical research.
 One way Kearns is accomplishing this is 
by pairing new faculty with an experienced 
mentor who can help their younger col-
leagues learn the intricacies of academic 
medicine.
 Speaking to the proximity of institutions 
on Hospital Hill, Kearns says young faculty 
based at CMH can “literally walk across the 
street and participate” in research.
 He points to centers of medical excel-
lence in cities like Boston or Houston as 
examples of what Kansas City’s Hospital 

Hill is becoming.
 “When you look here at Hospital Hill, 
we’re rapidly achieving that,” Kearns 
says. “In a carefully considered way, we’re  
putting together all the elements of a  
biomedical sciences campus.”
 With the School of Pharmacy’s reloca-
tion to the Hill in August, UMKC now has 
four health science schools on one cam-
pus, working hand-in-hand with CMH,  
Truman Medical Center and Western  
Missouri Mental Health Center. 
 Such an arrangement, along with UMKC’s 
partnership with St. Luke’s Hospital, is 
nearly unparalleled across the country and 
indicates the University’s dedication to 
making Kansas City a center of biomedical 
research.
 Still, Kearns cautions people to be  
patient, saying UMKC is taking calcu-
lated strides toward making Hospital Hill  
a nationally recognized center for the 
health sciences.

 “You always have to remember, it’s an 
evolution, not a revolution,” Kearns 
says.
 As the picture of Hospital Hill’s 
importance continues to come 
into focus, it’s no wonder Kearns, 
in the middle of it all, is an  
energized man.

“You always have to remember, it’s 
an evolution, not a revolution.” 

– Greg Kearns, M.D.
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for action that will improve the lives 
of local families living with autism.

1985
vickie massey, m.d., is a fellow in 
the American College of Radiology 
(ACR) following an induction cer-
emony in Washington, D.C., at ACR’s 
annual meeting. She is a radiation 
oncologist at the School of Medicine.

1990
linda siy, m.d., became president 
of the Texas Academy of Family 
Physicians in July. Siy’s practice is in 
Bedford, Texas, at Northeast Health 
Center, where she is vice chair of the 
JPS Hospital Pharmacy and Thera-
peutics Committee. She is also an 
associate professor at the Univer-
sity of Texas Southwestern Medical 
Center in Dallas and the University of 
North Texas Health Sciences Center 
in Fort Worth.

1992
sam page, m.d., announced in 
June he is running for lieutenant 
governor of Missouri. Invited by the 
Medical School Advisory Council 
(MSAC), Page made the School one 
of several stops throughout the state 

alumniUpdates
1973
William prather, m.d., joined 
Pluristem Life Systems, Inc., a cell 
therapy company, as senior vice 
president of corporate development. 
Pluristem is dedicated to the com-
mercialization of non-personalized 
stem cell therapy products for the 
treatment of severe degenerative, 
malignant and autoimmune  
disorders.

1977
michael Weaver, m.d., was  
selected to participate in the 2007-
08 Health Research and Educational 
Trust Cultural Competence Leader-
ship Fellowship. He was also one 
of 26 people picked for the 2007 
Disparities Leadership Program at 
Massachusetts General Hospital. The 
U.S. Army also chose Weaver to lead 
a training focused on health care 
issues related sexual assault at Fort 
Hood in San Antonio, Texas.
Weaver received the Emergency 
Physician of the Year Award from the 
Missouri Emergency Nurses Associa-
tion in August.

1984
michele Kilo, m.d., served as a 
member of the planning committee 
for an Autism Summit sponsored 
by the Kansas City Bi-State Autism 
Initiative in April at the Kauffman 
Foundation. Nearly 200 people at-
tended the event for autism service 
professionals and parent groups. 
The summit included a review of an 
autism needs assessment report by 
a local consulting organization and 
discussions on near-term priorities 

as he announced his candidacy. He 
is a past president of MSAC.
An anesthesiologist, Page is serving 
his third term in the Missouri House 
of Representatives. He and his wife, 
Jennifer page, m.d., live in Creve 
Coeur, Mo., and have three sons, 
Logan, Luke and Jacob.

michael smock, m.d., a board-
certified plastic surgeon, is director 
of the division of burn surgery at St. 
John’s Mercy Medical Center in St. 
Louis. He also works on non-burn 
traumas requiring plastic surgery and 
rotates on-call in the trauma center. 

1994
sanjay ramakumar, m.d., recog-
nized as a leading expert in minimally 
invasive urologic surgery, joined 
Urological Associates of Southern 
Arizona. Ramakumar was one of the 
first physicians in Arizona to use lap-
aroscopic surgery for prostate can-
cer in 2002, as well as the da Vinci 
robotic surgical system to perform 
prostatectomies. He was previously 
director of minimally invasive uro-
logic surgery and assistant professor 
for the University of Arizona College 
of Medicine Department of Surgery. 

1999
caroline cheng hahn, m.d., and 
Yoav hahn, m.d., celebrated the 
birth of their second child, Eitan 
Naphtali Hahn, in August 2006. Their 
daughter, Lian, is 2 years old. The 
Hahns live in Sacramento, Calif., 
where Caroline is an anesthesiologist 
for Kaiser Permanente and Yoav is 
a head and neck surgeon for Kaiser 
Permanente.
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Sam Page, (M.D., ’92), announces his candidacy for 
Missouri lieutenant governor.



2002
patrick smock, m.d., is a  
captain in the U. S. Army. Following 
his residency in orthopedic surgery 
at William Beaumont Army Medical 
Center in El Paso, Texas, this fall, 
he will join the staff of Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center in Washington, 
D.C., where he will specialize in hand 
surgery.
 
2003
sonya Ahmed, m.d., is nearing  
completion of an ankle and sports  
medicine residency in Birmingham, Ala. 

The personal story 

of Dr. Dimond’s 

remarkable life and  

the founding of your 

remarkable medical 

school!

Take Wing! Interesting Things 
That Happened on My Way 
to School by E. Grey Dimond, 
M.D., School of Medicine 
founder, is now available for 
$35. Contact Mary McCamy at 
mccamym@umkc.edu.
All proceeds from the book sales 

will benefit the School of Medicine’s 

Take Wing Endowment Fund.

NOW 
AVAILABLE 

2007
rob Otto, m.d., was awarded the 
Richardson K. Noback, M.D., Award 
for Clinical Excellence. Rob’s wife, 
maryann patane-Otto, won the 
same award when she graduated 
from the school in 2005. Rob will  
begin an orthopedic surgery residen-
cy this year at Saint Louis University.

WhaT’s nEW?
stay connected with your medical school.
Visit www.med.umkc.edu/alumni. While at the site, don’t forget to let your 
peers know what you’ve been up to by submitting an Alumni Update for  
inclusion in Panorama’s next issue.You can also contact Mary McCamy, 
alumni affairs manager, at mccamym@umkc.edu or 816-235-6017.
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Dimond shines in national spotlight
 While spending a week broadcasting from Kansas City, the National Public  
Radio program “Day to Day,” featured E. Grey Dimond, M.D. The broadcast aired 
on Sept. 20 and told Dimond’s story of coming to UMKC and the reasons he  
created the medical school curriculum.
 Interviewed by program co-host Alex Chadwick, Dimond discussed his desire 
to change the landscape of medical education and how this passion brought 
him to UMKC. Dimond talked about how both his experience of being rushed 
through medical school without taking a break and the opportunities he had 
to see patients early in his medical training caused him to create the six-year  
combined program at UMKC.
 “Day to Day” has 1.5 million listeners.
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Thanks to you, the UMKC 
School of Medicine is able 
to fulfill the vision behind  
its creation. Through your 
support, students can afford 
to attend medical school,  
researchers are able to make 
new discoveries, and we can 
attract the faculty and staff 
necessary to make your school 
a model for medical educa-
tion. We thank you for your 
generosity.*

*Every effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of this report for the period of  
July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2007. We regret 
any errors that may exist.

Please direct questions or concerns regarding 
the list to the UMKC Developement Office 
at 816-235-1571.

Curators’ Society $100,000+
Mr. Albert Bamberger
Greater Kansas City Health Care  

Foundation

President’s Society $50,000+
Drs. L. Beaty and Deloras Pemberton
Truman Medical Center Charitable 

Foundation

Chancellor’s Society $25,000+
Garney Family Foundation Fund
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Patricia Garney

Provost’s Society $15,000+
Mr. Louis C. Accurso
The Accurso Law Firm
Drs. David and Dee Anna Glaser
Greater Kansas City Community 

 Foundation and Affiliated Trusts
Journey Into Wellness
John and Ruth Musselman Trust
Oppenstein Brothers Foundation
Fred H. and Shirley J. Pryor Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Pryor
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Serota
Clara L. Shumway Charitable Trust
Dr. Robert and Mrs. Siew-Choo Tung
Drs. William T. and Marjorie S. Sirridge
University Physician Associates

Founders Club $5,000+
Drs. Pat and Sylvia Do
Drs. Daniel Bruning and Cynthia Drake
Drs. Milton and Trudi Grin
Dr. Taz and Ms. Jennifer Harmon
The Headache and Pain Center
Lloyd and Sue Ann Hill Family Fund
Mr. Lloyd L. Hill
Muriel McBrien Kauffman Foundation
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Cathy Lachky
Mr. Bill Pfeiffer and  

Mrs. Mary Kay McPhee
Dr. Bharat and Mrs. Dipti Shah
Tenet Healthcare Foundation
Dr. Steven and Mrs. Kathy Waldman

Dean’s Club $2,500+
Mr. John and Dr. Malinda Bell
Bernstein-Rein Advertising
Mr. Herbert and  

Mrs. Bonnie Buchbinder
Century Business Services
The Children’s Mercy Hospital
Commercial Lithographing Company
Doctors Hospital
Dr. and Mrs. Charles D. Donohoe
Enterprise Bank and Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo A. Garcia
Mr. Barry Gruver and  

Dr. Catherine Spong
Haake Companies
Dr. Verda J. Hunter
Dr. Robert M. Kretzschmar
R. A. Long Foundation

Thank You  
    to Our Donors

                            Gifts received (July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007)
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Mrs. Jeannette Nichols
Peters and Associates
Mr. William E. Pfeiffer, Jr.
Power Group Benefits
Resource Center for Gynecologic  

Oncology
Drs. Stanley and Kathleen Shaffer
Dr. Christine Sullivan
Truman Medical Center

Docent’s Club $1,000+
Drs. William and Sue Anderson
Dr. James and Mrs. Rhoda Anthony
Dr. Ravi and Ms. B. K. Arora
Dr. Mark and Mrs. Renee Bernhardt
Mr. William and Dr. Patricia Bolster
Citizen’s Bank
Mr. James G. Clarke and  

Dr. Jennifer Svetlecic
Dr. John M. and Mrs. Paula Davis
Dr. Fernando and Mrs. Anne DeCastro
Dr. Doug Dehning and  

Dr. Cielo Navato-Dehning
Diastole-Hospital Hill
Dr. E. Grey Dimond
Dean Betty Drees and  

Mr. William Drees
Dr. Julia Elrod
Enid Pathology Consultants
Dr. Shawna A. Flanagan
Friends of Psychiatry Foundation
Dr. Scott R. Graham
Mr. Ted and Dr. Sally Green
Dr. Peter and Mrs. Kathryn Greenspan
Hannibal Clinic
Dr. James N. Ho
Dr. Thomas and Dr. Patricia Hubbell
Johnson-Schroeder Foundation
Dr. Jeffrey T. Joyce and  

Dr. Kara Lynn Settles
Mr. Andy and Dr. Elizabeth Killebrew
Ada and Kevin Koch Charitable  

Foundation
Dr. Kevin and Mrs. Ada Koch
Dr. Thomas Kuich
Dr. Jennifer L. Lewey
Dr. James C. Liu

Dr. Heather A. Loesch
Dr. and Mrs. Mantoor Tariq
Mayors Corp of Progress Kansas City, 

Mo.
Missouri State Medical Association
Dr. George and Ms. Sylvia Moreng
Dr. Robert and Ms. Lea Morrison
Dr. David Mundy and Dr. Karen Driskell
Mr. Craig Nichols
Dr. Richardson K. and Mrs. Nan Noback
Dr. and Ms. Kenneth L. Noller
Drs. Gerald and Daphne Ondr
Dr. Robert and Mrs. Jan Pierron
Dr. Lawrence and Mrs. Jane Rues
Dr. Nelson and Mrs. Rachael Sabates
Dr. Lesley A. Schroeder
Drs. Wendell John and Jamie Scott
Dr. Russell and Mrs. Mary Shelden
Mr. John and Mrs. Karen L. Sirridge
Drs. David and Anne Smid
Dr. Joe E. Snodgrass
Spectrum Eye Physicians
Dr. T. Mark Stanfield
Jean Farrell Stanford
Dr. Mark and Mrs. Ginni Steele
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Ellen Sweeney
Swope Community Enterprises
Dr. and Mrs. Manzoor Tariq
Dr. Marc K. Taormina
Dr. Judith K. Vogelsang
Drs. Philip Bierman and Mary Wampler
Dr. and Mrs. Steven M. Watson
Dr. Michael L. Weaver
West Florissant Internist Inc.
Drs. Ann Zerr and Thomas Whittaker
Dr. Hung  and Mrs. Lee Winn
Mr. Kirk Wulff and Dr. Diana Dark
Dr. Micheal S. Young

Founders heritage 
society 
$5,000 or more 
per year 
Louis C. Accurso
Dr. and Mrs. Vijay Arora
Dr. Cynthia Drake (’81)  

and Daniel Bruning
Drs. Pat (’95) and Sylvia Do

Drs. Milton (’84) and  
Trudi Grin (’81)

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. 
Lachky

Drs. Stan and  
Kathy Shaffer (’79)

Dean’s heritage 
society 
$2,500 or more
Dr. Malinda Bell (’85)
Dr. and Mrs. James  

Glenski (’79)
Dr. and Mrs. Peter  

Greenspan
Dr. Verda Hunter

Docent heritage 
society 
$1,000 or more
Dr. and Mrs. Richard  

Barohn (’80)
Dr. Elizabeth Dang (’93)
Dr. Fernando deCastro (’89)
Drs. Cielo Navato-Dehning  

and Doug O. Dehning (’85)
Dr. Daniel Hall-Flavin (’79)
Dr. James Ho (’88)
Dr. and Mrs. Kevin Koch (’80)
Dr. Heather Loesch (’94)
Drs. David Mundy and 

Karen Driskell (’86)
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Pierron  

(’75)
Drs. Wendell (’83) and  

Jamie Scott (’84)
Dr. Mark Steele (’80)
Dr. Michael Sweeney, (’78)
Dr. Daniel Tillman (’85)
Dr. and Mrs. Steven M.  

Watson
Dr. and Mrs. Hung Winn

MulTI-yEar 
PlEDGE sOCIETy 
The following donors made a pledge  
of support over three years to the School  
of Medicine. 
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Top 10 Classes 
by number of 
Donors
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School Advocates $500+
Dr. Nagla F. Abdelmalek
Mr. Ahmed Aboul-Magd
Arms, Dodge, Robinson, Wilber and 

Crouch
Dr. Eliot and Mrs. Marcia Berkley
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Kansas City
Dr. Jay J. Brown
Mr. James and Ms. Polly Brunkhardt
Dr. John and Mrs. Rochelle Buckner 
Sunitha Chilappa
Dr. Mark W. Coburn
Comprehensive Neurology, Chartered
Dr. Gregory P. Daus
Dermatology Center
The Edgar Snow Memorial Fund
Mr. William Frederick

Mr. Glen O. Gabbard and  
Dr. Joyce E. Davidson

Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Gatens
Ms. Lea-Ann E. Germinder
Dr. Jack L. Guccione
Dr. Jeffrey L. Hackman
Dr. Daniel K. Hall-Flavin and  

Mr. Jefrey R. Hall-Flavin
David and Janeé Hanzlick
The Hiebert Center
Dr. Beryl J. Huang
J.E. Dunn Construction Group, Inc.
Dr. Howard I. Schwartz and  

Mrs. Barbara Kalikow-Schwartz
Dr. Victoria A. Kandalaft
Koehler-Bortnick Team

Mr. David Koenigsberg and  
Dr. Ada Huang

Nancy and Herb Kohn
Dr. P. Brent Koprivica
Dr. Kathryn Lane
Lockton Companies
Mrs. Anne H. Meyn
Dr. Terry and Mrs. Debbie Mitchel
Mrs. Mary A. Mullis
Northland Hospitalists
Otolaryngic-Head and Neck Surgery 

Foundation
Dr. Thomas A. Rebori
Dr. Douglas Reed
Drs. Gerald Early and Shauna Roberts
Dr. and Mrs. William N. Rosenthal
Dr. Gary and Mrs. Michelle Salzman
Mr. Robert L. Shapiro
Slagle, Bernard and Gorman
Dr. David L. Smith
Drs. Brad and Barbara Warner
Drs. L. Arthur and Patricia Weber
Dr. Victoria M. Weldon
Dr. and Mrs. John Whitfield, Jr.
Dr. Karen Yates
Dr. Jay Zwibelman

Benefactors $250+
Dr. Cynthia Alsup
Dr. Linda Ann Anderson
Dr. Stephen and Mrs. Susan Armstrong
Drs. Louise and Wilf Arnold
Mr. Josiah W. Bancroft and  

Dr. Laura A. Bancroft
Burtin and Associates.
Mr. L. Eric Burtin
Dr. Robert and Mrs. Kathy Caffrey
Mr. Manuel R. Cajigal
Dr. Jack and Mrs. Joan Capodice, Jr.
Drs. Clifton Cokingtin and  

Diana Casey-Cokingtin

Thank You to Our Donors

Dr. Malinda Bell
Dr. E. Grey Dimond
David and Janeé Hanzlick
Richard G. and Susan A. Hopkins
Marjorie Hughes
Dr. Lee Langley
Dr. Robert R. Morrison

Drs. Beaty and Deloras Pemberton
Drs. Gerald Early and Shauna Roberts
Ms. Bess M. Sanders
Allene Young

Italics denote members who are deceased.

rObErT h. FlarshEIM sOCIETy
Individuals who have made a planned gift to UMKC are recognized by membership in the Robert 
H. Flarsheim Society. The following individuals designated their gifts to the School of Medicine to 
support generations of future physicians.

Faculty and staff hosted members of the Robert H. Flarsheim Society for a special breakfast program in 
April. The 42 members in attendance have made combined future planned gift commitments to UMKC 
that total more than $9 million.
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Drs. Cindy Chia-Yu Chang and  
Wendell K. Clarkston

Dr. Christine A. Chuppa
Dr. Kathleen R. Cita
Dr. Scott C. Crader
Mr. Robert and Ms. Claire Crowley
Dr. Samuel K. Cullan
Dr. Romano Demarco
Mr. James and Dr. Cathy A. Deppen
Dr. Richard J. Derman
Dr. Venkata Devineni and  

Dr. Vijaya Kumari
Dr. Preston and Mrs. Mary Dilts, Jr.
Dr. Cindy Bogdanoff Eisenberg
Dr. Monica M. Farley
Dr. Brent and Mrs. Pam Finley
Dr. Alan and Mrs. Susie Forker
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Leta Gass
Dr. Paul Glenn Gauger
Dr. John and Mrs. Janet Gianino
Ms. Leslee Gottlieb
Dr. Mary V. Graham
Dr. Richard K. Gutknecht
Drs. Yoav Hahn and  

Caroline Cheng Hahn
Dr. Erica L. Hartmann
Dr. William N.P. Herbert
Ms. Nicola Heskett
Dr. Deborah Hewitt
Dr. Bridget Abney Hickcox
Dr. Timothy P. Hickman
Dr. Craig S. Holzem
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Susan Hopkins
Ms. Annie Howie
Dr. Harry and Mrs. Connie Jonas
Mr. Blake Mathews and Dr. Michele Kilo
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Kort
Dr. Christina N. Lenk
Dr. Beth Kessler Levy
Litton Pathology Associates
Dr. Brenda J. Lofton
Dr. Lisa Lowe
Dr. O. John Ma
Dr. Mohammed Fazalur Rahman Majeed
Dr. Michael Manalo and Dr. Belinda Sun
McDowell Rice Smith and Buchanan
Ms. Marilyn Kay McGuyre
Mr. Michael R. McNelis

Norman F. Miller Gynecologic Society
Dr. Robert Mosser
E. Rex Naanes Trust
Dr. John and Mrs. Denise Nelson
Drs. Mangesh and Michelle Oza
Padgett Family Foundation
Mr. Earl C. and Mrs. June B. Padgett
Mr. Leland M. and Elizabeth A. Porter
Dr. Suresh and Mrs. Rupa Reddy
Drs. George and Colleen Reisz
Drs. James and Lisa Riojas
Dr. W. Mark Roberts
Dr. Gregorio L. Rodriguez
Dr. Brenda J. Peet Rogers
Dr. Mary T. Schneider
Robert L. Shapiro Family Foundation
Dr. Carla J. Siegfried
The Sweet Guy
Dr. Christopher and Dr. Shilpa Thornton
Dr. Y. Mimi Tzeng
Professor Emeritus Hans W. Uffelmann
Mr. Michael and Dr. Ann Uhls
Dr. Jennifer Pitney Valuck
Dr. Emily Volk
Angela C. Vrbanac-Libby
Mr. Matthew Whitehorn and  

Dr. Terri Brown-Whitehorn
Drs. Robert D. and Kimberly N. Wiele
Dr. Steven B. Wilkinson
Women’s Clinic of Johnson County
Dr. David A. Wooldridge
Drs. Ralph and Heather Wuebker

Class Giving by  
Total Gifts

$12,980

$11,870

$6,404

$9,903

$8,230

$6,081

$10,875

$12,485

$5,500

$7,185

1973-76

1986

1985

1984

1982

1981

1979

1977

1995

1987

 Marjorie Sirridge, M.D., and the late William 
Sirridge, M.D., provided a challenge gift of 
$10,000 to create a scholarship endowment 
in celebration of the students who worked 
with them and fellow founding docent Robert 
Mosser, M.D., during the School of Medicine’s 
inaugural years. 
 “A gift to the Founding Classes Scholarship 
represents a great way to recognize the  
Sirridges, who have given so much to the 
School of Medicine,” says Gerald Early (M.D. 
’73).  “I also appreciate that my contribution 
helps students as they pursue their dreams of 
becoming caring, compassionate physicians.”
 Members of the classes of 1973-76 have 
met the challenge. The opportunity still 
exists for early graduates to give to this  
scholarship. 
 To learn how you can honor your history 
and support aspiring physicians, please 
contact the UMKC Development Office at  
816-235-1571.

Founding classes 
scholarship

Pictured from left, Timothy Wilson (’76);  
Gene LeSage (’77); Chris Dennis (’73);  
Michael Weaver (’77); Kathleen (Goins) Semmler 
(’76); Richard McClelland (’76); Richard Martin 
(’76); and Joseph Ryan (’76). 
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Patrons $100+
Dr. Khaldoon Alaswad
Mr. Michael J. and Dr. Grace A. Albano
Drs. Tony Albracht and Michelle Pal
Dr. Patricia L. Allen
Dr. Azam M. Anwar
Dr. Sunil and Mrs. Anjali Apte
Dr. Robert M. Arnold
Avila University
Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Awad
Dr. Laura A. Baalmann
Balanced Care for Women of St. Louis
Dr. Jeremy E. Baptist
Dr. James and Mrs. Shirley Barloon
Dr. Charisse H. Barta
Ms. Betty B. Bashaw
Mr. David Battey
Ms. Kathleen A. Baughn
Dr. Richard E. Bayer
Dr. Brent Beasley
Mr. James and Mrs. Judith Beck
Dr. Joseph D. Behrmann
Dr. Jacques D. Beveridge
Mr. Jim and Mrs. Peggy Billick
Dr. Jonathon Mark Bird
Dr. Jennifer Hart Bix
Black Health Care Coalition
Mr. and Mrs. Howard T. Boasberg, Jr.
Dr. Hesamodin Borhani
Dr. Alan and Mrs. Rebecca Braverman
Mr. and Ms. Larry Brett
Dr. Merlin Dean Brown
Dr. Kenneth Taylor Butler
Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Betty Carr
Mr. Charles H. Carter and  

Ms. Carol J. Tudor
Dr. Srinivas Chilakamarri and  

Mrs. Rukmini Chilakamarri
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Chin
Mr. Ratna and Dr. Krishna Chunduri
Ms. Svetha Chunduri
Mr. Richard Chung

Yueh Shiang Chuu
Dr. Kristin L. Clark
Drs. Joe and Mika Cole
Mr. Paul and Mrs. Bunni Copaken
Copaken Family Foundation
Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Jennifer Crouch
Dr. John S. Crowley
Dr. Nancy Dawson
Ms. Lee Demott
Mr. Kirk and Dr. Laura Doan
Dr. Jose Dominguez
Dr. Ramsey Y.S. Doo
Dr. Jayna Kantilal Doshi
Dr. Randall Glen Dudik
East Valley Glaucoma
Dr. Nancy Barbara Eisele
Ferns, Matile, Smith and Perryman
Drs. Carl J. Fichtenbaum and  

Mary Donica
Dr. Shanon A. Forseter
Mr. Steven Roberts and Dr. Eva Frazer
Ms. Bette J. Friedberg
Dr. Katherine A. Friedebach
Mr. and Ms. Michael P. Gaughan
Dr. Beth J. Gearhart
Dr. Johanna Kang Genova
Kyra L. Geraghty
Dr. Scott R. Gerst
Mr. Richard Gibson and  

Dr. Jennifer D. Ashby
Dr. Mary J. Glode
Dr. Stephen M. Gordon
Dr. Holly L. Gore-Groh
Ms. Helen L. Gover
Mr. Hanford and Ms. Katherine Gross
Drs. Steven and Melissa Gurley
Dr. Cassing Hammond
Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Hampl
Dr. Abu Muhammad Haque
Dr. Ellen Hardin
Drs. Thomas and Mary Hastings
Dr. Susan B. Hathaway
Dr. Peter and Dr. Kathryn Havens

Dr. Allison Herman
Mr. Richard and  

Dr. Betty LaRue Herndon
Dr. James R. Herz
Mr. Levon E. Hess
Mr. Walter and Mrs. Jean Hiersteiner
Dr. M. Cameron Hodges
Mr. and Ms. Robert Hoffmann
Drs. Douglas and Carri Homoky
Dr. Jill Honkamp
Mr. Bill M. and Mrs. Ollie Hudgings
Dr. Paul W. Hurst
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher C. Iliff
Dr. John E. Ingram
Dr. Donald L. James
Ms. Marcia Johnson
Dr. Michael Edward Joseph
Dr. Colin and Dr. Jacklyn Joyo
Drs. David Jay and Cynthia B. Kardesch
Mr. James and Mrs. Deon Karr
Dr. Louis P. Kartsonis
Kaw Valley Medical
Dr. Kevin Kelly
Dr. Fawzia Khan
Dr. Howard and Mrs. Susan Kilbride
Mr. and Ms. Fred Klapetzky
Dr. Christopher J. Klingele
Dr. Peter Rogan and Dr. Joan Knoll
Dr. Ann M. Koehler
Drs. Jason Koreckij and Renee Sullivan
Drs. Michael Sigler and  

Maria Kunstadter
Ms. Trishia L. Lake
Dr. Danuta Oktawiec Larson
Mr. Thomas Richards and  

Dr. Melissa Lawson
Dr. Frederic Leong
Dr. Darla Kaye Liles
Ms. Katherine Lim
Lintecum, Nickell and Reynolds
Dr. Frederick B. Lintecum
Dr. Melanie L. Lively
Dr. Gary and Mrs. Judy Lockwood

Thank You to Our Donors
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Dr. Dwight C. Look III
Dr. Warren and Ms. Marilyn Lovinger, Jr.
Dr. Sunil I. Madan
Dr. Sreelata Maddipati
Drs. Timothy and Janice Martin
Mr. Mathai Mathew
Dr. Brian Mathys
Ms. Julie Maurey
Ms. Mary K. McCamy
Mr. and Ms. James McDowell
Dr. Patricia A. McGuire
Dr. Thomas H. McGuire
Dr. Brian McNally
Dr. Teri D. McNelis
Dr. January Fields and  

Mr. Brendan Meehan
Drs. Jim and Janet Mertz
Mid-Missouri Internal Medicine
Midwest OB/GYN Associates
Midwest Perinatal Associates
Allergy, Asthma and Arthritis Center
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis W. Miller
Mr. Sung Bae Moon and  

Dr. Hee-Sun Kim
Dr. Pat Mooney-Smith
Dr. Brenna J. Nance-Phillips
Mr. Richard and Dr. Anna Naumovich
Dr. and Ms. Burton M. Needles
Ms. Meghan Nichols
Drs. Barry L. and Margaret B. Nickell
Dr. and Ms. James U. Njemanze
Dr. Sheryl North
Drs. Todd Pankratz and Jessica Meeske
Dr. Joseph and Mrs. Tricia Parker
Dr. Kim Ellison Parker
Mr. Dilipkumar and Ms. Hinaben Patel
Jitendra M. Patel
Mr. and Ms. Mahesh K. Patel
Dr. Carl and Mrs. Irene Pearman
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Peet
Dr. Kimberly M. Penning
Dr. Stephen J. Perkins
Dr. Maurice Perll
Dr. Carrie Phillips and  

Ms. Sandi Perlman
Dr. Doug Perryman
Drs. John and Kathy Perryman
Dr. Jeffrey James Peterson

 “Alumni Fund supporters are not just grad-
uates of our institution,” Chancellor Guy Bai-
ley says. “They include community members, 
friends, faculty, staff and our alumni working 
together to transform today’s students into 
tomorrow’s leaders.”
 Donors who give at least $50 to the Alumni 
Fund receive benefits like season tickets to 
the Kansas City Repertory Theatre and UMKC 
Kangaroo basketball games. All gifts to the 
Alumni Fund are 100 percent tax deductible.
 Log onto www.umkc.edu/alumnifund for 
more information about the UMKC Alumni 
Fund. To check out the UMKC Alumni Associa-
tion, including the benefits of being a UMKC 
graduate, visit www.umkcalumni.com.

UMKC Alumni fUnD

“An Alumni Fund scholarship allows me to conduct 

medical research as a student at UMKC.”

– Mimi Moon, Year 4
 Alumni Fund Scholarship recipient

 In March 2007, the UMKC Alumni Asso-
ciation Board voted to eliminate member-
ship dues in favor of encouraging alumni to 
direct their financial support to the new UMKC 
Alumni Fund.
 The Alumni Fund raises money to sup-
port student scholarships, programming and 
other enhancements. More than 90 percent 
of UMKC students receive some sort of finan-
cial assistance for their education, but much 
of the need still goes unmet. 
 “The new UMKC Alumni Fund has generat-
ed a renewed interest in alumni participation 
at UMKC,” says Kim Huyett, senior director of 
Alumni and Constituent Relations. “This initia-
tive is centered around student success and 
each person who gives is part of that success 
story.” 

alumni association drops dues
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Drs. Renee Belieu and John Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Peterson
Dr. Angela Piquard
Drs. S. Rao Rayudu and Subbu Rayudu
Drs. Thomas and Jane Reardon
Reproductive Resource Center
Drs. R. Ryan and Sara D. Reynolds
Dr. and Mrs. Walter Ricci
Drs. Leah D. and Louis E. Ridgway III
Rockhill Women’s Care
Ms. Beverly J. Rush
S.P.A.R.K.
Saint Luke’s Health System
Saradih Healthcare Services
Mr. Phillip A. Sass
Dr. Douglas B. Schwartz
Dr. Eleanor Brantley Schwartz
Dr. Raymond and  

Mrs. Audrey Schwegler
Mr. Benjamin R. Setterlund
Mr. Upendra R. Shah
Mr. Henry and Dr. Reaner Shannon
Ms. Ramona Sheely
Mr. Scott and Dr. Sara Shull
Dr. Jami Skrade
Dr. J. Edward Slankard
Dr. Laura B. Sloan
Mr. Frank Slovick and Dr. Susan Mou
Mrs. Beth K. Smith
Dr. David P. Smith
Drs. Patricia Mooney-Smith and  

Reid C. Smith
Dr. Roger P. Smith
Mr. Patrick and Ms. Cheryl Smock
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Laura Smock
Dr. Robert C. Spurny
St. Teresa’s Academy
Dr. Marvin L. Stancil
Mr. Lee and Mrs. Jarene Stanford
Dr. Gregory C. Starks
Mr. James A. Steer, Jr.
Dr. W. Jack and Mrs. Patricia Stelmach
Ms. Suzanne Stevens

Dr. Timothy and Mrs. Shawna Stout
Dr. Pamela A. Sullivan
Dr. Andy M. Tate
Dr. Daniel T. Tillman, Jr.
Dr. Daniel Tobias
Dr. Neena K. Kumar Uppal
Mr. Craig Van Etten and  

Dr. Marie Paraiso
Dr. Eugene VandenBoom III and 

Mrs. Kathleen VandenBoom
Dr. Pauravi Vasavada
Dr. Pierce J. Vatterott
Dr. and Mrs. Leonard A. Wall
Ms. Pamela Ball Walther
Dr. Jining I. Wang
Mr. R. Lawrence and Mrs. C. Joan Ward
Dr. Gary S. Wasserman
Mr. and Ms. Mark J. Weber
Dr. Steven V. Weilert
Dr. John B. Weltmer, Jr.
Dr. Fred D. Fowler and  

Mr. Ernest L. Williams
Dr. Mark and Ms. Angela Winchell
Women’s Health Specialists
Dr. Barry C. Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Wood
Dr. Kristen Wootton

Friends up to $100
Dr. Manal F. Abdelmalek
Mr. John F. Allhoff
Mr. and Ms. Wayne L. Anderson
Mr. Anthony and Mrs. Carolyn Andrade
A.D. Andrallanno
Denys Ashby
Ms. Lisa Avery
Dr. Anita Bhardwaj
Dr. Pat and Mrs. Sarah Barelli
Susan R. Baszis
Ms. Mary E. Bates
Dr. James R. Batterson, Jr.
Dr. Grace W. Baysa-Ng

Dr. Paul Beck and Ms. Cristine Stallings
Mr. E. Bert and Mrs. Joan Berkley
BGA Associates
Mr. Tim and Ms. Deborah Birk
Mr. David L. and Ms. Cynthia E. Black
Mr. Rod Blakely
Mr. Sammy and Ms. Becky F. Breid
Dr. Jim and Ms. Martha Brennan
Mr. Christopher Brett
Dr. Julie E. Brown
Dr. Randy G.  Brown
Mr. William L. Bruning
Mr. Mansur and Mrs. Amrita Burdick
Mr. Stanley Burns
Dr. Raymond Cattaneo
Drs. Siroth Charnond and Cami Watkins
Kuljit K. Chawla
Dr. Jeffery and Ms. Rebecca Chen
Mr. and Mrs. Madhukar Chhatre
Mr. and Ms. Robert A. Chlebowski
Dr. Jonathan Cho
Mr. Truman and Mrs. Myra Christopher
Mr. and Ms. Dennis M. Clyde
Dr. W. Scott Colliton
Mr. Mark and Ms. Nancy Cowing
Ms. Libby Creason
Drs. Peter and Jennifer Crites
Mr. Joseph E. and Ms. Christiane Cruz
Mrs. Marian E. Culp
Ms. Susan E. Curtis
Dr. Christine M. Deeths
Ms. Kimberly A. Delecaris
Dr. Melissa H. Dennis
Dr. Catherine Louise Dent
Drs. David and Kathryn Diemer
Ms. Georgia G. Dorsch
Mr. Earl and Ms. Pamela Dye
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Eckert
Ms. Barbara J. Eichhorn
Dr. Jennifer Ann Elliott
Dr. R. Glenn and Mrs. Marjorie Elliott
Ms. Karen E. Epstein

Thank You to Our Donors
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Dr. John W. Esther and  
Mrs. Carol Leidig Esther

Nariza A. Faheem
Mr. James Favier
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene E. Fibuch
Vera I. Finney
Dr. William W. Fish
Ms. Ida Fitzgerald
Mr. and Ms. William L. Foster
Dr. Constantine Lan Fotopoulos
Mrs. Jean K. Francisco
Drs. Thomas A. and Michelle R. Franey
Mr. William J. and Mrs. Linda J. French
Mr. Robert and Ms. Kathleen Frisenda
Dr. Paul Cuddy and Dr. Cheryl Gibson
Dr. Joseph P. Gira
Ms. Debra K. Graue
Dr. Mark and Mrs. Jacqueline Greenfield
Ms. Deborah L. Griffith
Dr. Paul B. Griggs
Ms. Anna Grodzinsky
Mr. Philip and Mrs. Judith Haase
Mr. and Mrs. John Hanford
Dr. and Mrs. Syed E. Hasan
Dr. Zeenat Hasan
Dr. Travis Hawks
Mr. David and Ms. Diane Haywood
Mr. David and Dr. Lynne Heger
Mr. Craig Hemphill
Dr. Geralyn S. Hodges
Dr. Daniel Gerard Hoernschmeyer
Ms. Virginia Hord
Jungchen and Hsinglin Hsu
Dr. Benjamin and Ms. Sara Hung
Mrs. Mary E. Ingram
Mr. and Ms. Richard Isbell
Drs. David and Judy Jacobs
Wanna Janwatanagool
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Betty Jenkins
Mr. Mikel J. and Gayle H. Johnson
Dr. James D. Kaplan
Ms. Maria Teoticia S. Khaleghi
Dr. Rahul Khare
Mr. Simon Khagi
Mr. and Ms. Alan Klover
Mr. Denis P. Kramer
Dr. Cynthia Hegg Krueger
Dr. Nathan W. Laney

Fall scholarship reception
Family, faculty and friends joined scholarship recipients at the School of Medicine’s Sixth Annual 
Scholarship and Donor Recognition Reception in November 2006.  Below are photos of some of 
the many scholarship recipients. This year’s reception is scheduled for Nov. 15. 

Cena Accurso Matching Scholarship
Tammy Dickinson, Angela Williams, Michelle Jean-Francoise, 
Cena Accurso, Christopher Accurso, Danielle Accurso and  
Lou Accurso

Ida Bamberger Memorial  
Matching Scholarship 
David Bamberger and Mimi Moon

Herman Johnson Memorial Scholarship
Blake Williamson, Michelle Jean-Francoise, Tara Johnson,  
Billie Dee Townsend and Travis Newsom

Edward and Victoria Harris  
Matching Scholarship
Fred Harris, M.D., Melissa Thomas and  
Oliver Harris

Drs. Beaty and Deloras  
Pemberton Scholarship
L. Beaty Pemberton, M.D., Keziah Sully, 
Krystal Sully, Dennis Barnett, and  
Michelle Bonds
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Drs. Bruce and Nancy Lanphear
Ms. Linda W. Lee
Mr. Warren Legler
Lippincott Williams and Wilkins
Ms. Frances Lucchesi
Dr. Mary MacNaughton
Drs. Jaya Maddur and Shantha Maddur
Ms. Alberta C. Mahoney
Dr. Ranjan P. Malhotra
Mrs. Ruth L. Margolin
Dr. Ramsey F. Markus
Ms. Louise C. Matchett
Ms. Gerre Ann Mathews
Mr. Donald and Ms. Cheryl McLaughlin
Medicom
Mr. Joseph and Ms. Jenny Melookaran
Mr. Robert H. Meneilly
Midwest Center for Holocaust Education
Dr. Anthony G. Migliazzo
Dr. Charles Mihelic
Dr. William Miles and  

Dr. Michele Raible
Dr. Todd D. Miller
Mr. Jeffrey and  

Mrs. Mary Anne Morgenegg
Ms. La Donne Mullen
Drs. Michael and Michelle Mulligan
Mr. Steven and Ms. Christine Myers
Dr. Anil Nair
Dr. Shreekumar Nair
Dr. Neelofur Nazeer
Dr. Tammy Neblock-Beirne
Dr. Brook Nelson
Mr. Hao Nguyen
Dr. and Mrs. Quang Xuan Nguyen
Dr. Merideth R. Nitzel
Dr. Amy Jo Nopper
North Kansas City Hospital
Dr. Kevin J. O’Connor
Dr. Kenan Omurtag
Mr. Bernard and Mrs. Marion O’Neill
Mr. and Ms. Harold Ormsby
Mr. Cruise and Mrs. Dorraine Palmer

Drs. John R. and Lynn Ann Parker
Ms. Shilpa Parthasarathy
Mr. T. K. Parthasarathy
Mr. George Pate
Mr. and Ms. Natvarbhai B. Patel
Mr. Raj A. Patel
Mr. Nicholas and Dr. Gina Petelin
Dr. Gary and Mrs. Virginia Pettett
Mr. Floyd and Dr. Olevia Pitts
Ms. Penny B. Plotsky
Dr. Susan L. Pollack
Dr. Donald A. and Mrs. Barbara J. Potts
Ms. Shirley Anne Prather
Dr. Valerie J. Rader
Dr. Howard D. Rodenberg
The Hon. Marco and Ms. Susan Roldan
Dr. Anil K. Roychowdhury
Dr. Deborah Ruggles
Dr. and Mrs. Sanit Saengsamran
Dr. D. Skip Sallee II
Drs. Stephen and June Yi Yang Scott
Assad Shaffiey
Mr. and Ms. James R. Skelton
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Trudy Slatkin
Dr. Barton and Mrs. Arlene Slemmons
Ms. Joanne Snodgrass
Mr. and Ms. Tom Spencer
Dr. Jay Sreenarasimhaiah
Dr. Ronald W. Stahl
Mr. and Mrs. James Stavely
Mrs. Betty Ann Steinman
Dr. Manju Subramanian
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis M. Sullivan
Mrs. Cheryl J. Swartz
Dr. Alexander Tal
Ms. Leyat Tal
Drs. Charles and Debra Tegeler 
Mr. George and Ms. Charlene Templeton
Ms. Turquoise Templeton
Dr. Benny and Ms. Beverly Thomas
Ms. Carol A. Thompson
The Honorable Kevin L. Threlkeld
Mr. and Mrs. Doan Tran

Thank You to Our Donors
Nhuong T. Tran
Ms. Tanya A. Trost 
Dr. Marisa Tungsiripat
Mr. Dale and Ms. Ann Van Wig
Mr. Jeffrey A. and Ms. Sharon J. Vaughn
Ms. Anita Verma
A.K. Vijapura
Mr. Gary and Mrs. Lynette Wages
Dr. John P. Waldo
Dr. Tony Wang
Dr. and Mrs. Garey L.C. Watkins
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel C. Weary
Ms. Sandra J. Weis
Ms. Julie Ann Wendling
Mr. and Ms. David Werth
Mr. and Ms. Vincent F. Wessling
Mr. Scott Wheatley
Dr. John M. Wilkinson
Dr. Thomas Winter
Dr. Curtis J. Wolfe
Dr. Bob and Mrs. Nancy Yang
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bryan Zeldin
Glynnis Zieman

Faculty and Staff
Dr. Louise Arnold
Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Awad
Dr. James R. Batterson, Jr.
Dr. Brent Beasley
Dr. Jennifer Hart Bix
Dr. Julie E. Brown
Amrita Burdick
Dr. Wendell K. Clarkston
Dr. Jonathan Cho
Dr. W. Scott Colliton
Dr. Diana Dark
Dr. Richard J. Derman
Dr. Preston Dilts, Jr.
Dean Betty Drees
Dr. Jennifer Ann Elliott
Dr. Eugene E. Fibuch
Dr. Alan Forker



 “Lee Langley was a tennis shark,” says Lou 
Kartsonis (M.D. ’77), a former student and 
tennis victim of the late professor emeritus.   
 UMKC hosted several intramural sports  
during the mid-70s, including a tennis ladder, 
he explained. Langley challenged him for the 
top spot – and won. 
 “Despite being pounded by him on the 
court, I considered him a mentor and friend,” 
says Kartsonis.
 Langley was a lively character on the  
Hospital Hill campus during the 1970s and 
80s. A dedicated teacher, he was respected 
by his students for his passion for lecturing. 
He also possessed a wicked sense of humor 
and “could bring the house down with his  
timing,” added Kartsonis.
 Langley died in December 2006 at the age 
of 90. Included in his estate was a gift to 
UMKC to create an endowment to recognize 
exceptional students in the final years of their 
medical studies with a preference for students 
with an athletic background. 
 “I think his gift speaks to how much he  

believed in the UMKC medical school model,” 
Kartsonis says.
 During his tenure at UMKC, Langley held 
many titles, including docent, lecturer on  
respiratory, renal and pulmonary physiology 
of the nervous system, professor of physiol-
ogy, and associate dean for Academic Affairs, 
in which he was responsible for coordinating 
the Year I and Year II curriculum.
 “Dr. Langley was the Frank Sinatra of the 
medical school,” says Carol Stanford (M.D. 
’79), assistant professor at the School of 
Medicine. “Everything he did, he did his way. I 
learned so much from him because he taught 
us not only physiology, but how to embrace 
life.”
 He also wrote or co-authored several books 
including “Dynamic Anatomy and Physiology,” 
which was used by Year I and II students when 
the School of Medicine opened.
 To learn how you can impact generations 
of medical students through an estate gift,  
contact Phil Watson, director of Planned  
Giving at 816-235-5776.
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Professor leaves lasting memory, gift

Dr. John Gianino
Dr. Paul Cuddy 
Dr. Peter Greenspan
Dr. Jeffrey L. Hackman
David Hanzlick
Dr. Syed E. Hasan
Dr. Susan B. Hathaway
Dr. Betty LaRue Herndon
Dr. Timothy P. Hickman
Susan Hopkins
Dr. Kara Lynn Settles
Dr. Kevin Kelly
Dr. Howard Kilbride
Dr. Michele Kilo
Dr. Peter Rogan and Dr. Joan Knoll
Dr. Jason Koreckij
Dr. Nathan W. Laney
Dr. Lisa Lowe
Mary K. McCamy
Marilyn Kay McGuyre
Mary Anne Morgenegg
Dr. David Mundy and Dr. Karen Driskell
Dr. Amy Jo Nopper
Dr. L. Beaty and Dr. Deloras Pemberton
Drs. J. Chris and Kathy Perryman
Dr. Gary Pettett
Dr. George Reisz
Dr. Brenda J. Peet Rogers
Dr. Nelson Sabates
Dr. Gary Salzman
Drs. Stanley and Kathleen Shaffer
Dr. Reaner Shannon
Drs. William T. and Marjorie S. Sirridge
Dr. Barton Slemmons
Beth K. Smith
Drs. Patricia M. Mooney-Smith and  
 Reid C. Smith
Dr. Roger P. Smith
Dr. Mark Steele
Dr. Christine Sullivan
Dr. Gary S. Wasserman
Dr. David A. Wooldridge
Dr. Bob Yang
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because of your support, talented students are able to 
complete Medical school and improve the quality of  
patient care in your community. 

To learn more, contact the UMKC Development Office at 816-235-1571.
Pictured above: Grace Lim, Year 5 student and Flarsheim Merit Scholarship recipient

she is your legacy.



 

 I think if you spend a day in your local 
hospital physicians’ lounge and just listen 
to the typical conversation, you could 
be convinced these surveys are accurate. 
I have seen it graphically illustrated in 
my own practice just a little over a year 
ago when one of my partners quit surgery 
and is now the proud owner of a bed and 
breakfast and winery in Italy.
 You should support your alma mater  
because we need to aggressively support 
the institutions that train physicians. 
 Tuition costs have skyrocketed as  
government support for medical educa-
tion has dwindled. We need to get in-
volved. Students need mentors, learning 
opportunities and financial support. The 
alumni association can connect you to 
these worthy endeavors. 
 I encourage you to get involved. You 
can start by contacting Mary McCamy or 
any of the alumni board to find out what 
opportunities are available. 
 A selfish motivation is sometimes a 
good thing. By getting involved in the 
School of Medicine, you help to ensure 
that the School continues raising the 
level of excellence in medical education. 
The thought that you played a significant 
role in that is, indeed, a selfish and good 
motivation. Think about it.

Sincerely,
 

Thomas Franey (M.D. ’85)
President
UMKC School of Medicine  
Alumni Association
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 It is an honor and privilege to be your 
School of Medicine Alumni Association 
President. One of my goals is to increase 
alumni involvement in the School of 
Medicine. 
 Why should I or any other alumnus 
care to be involved in the school? That 
is a good question and I think the answer 
lies in somewhat selfish motivations for  
physicians. 
 We need physicians. The population 
is getting older and, frankly, I am too.  
I want well-trained,  
intelligent, person-
able physicians at 
the bedside when 
I, or any of my 
family, has a  

health crisis. I see a real threat to that in 
the near future.  
 The expense of running a medical prac-
tice continues to climb at a devastating 
rate while reimbursements remain at 
a stagnant or low rate. Add to that the 
additional burden of having to care for 
a rapidly growing uninsured population, 
and we have a very dangerous situation.
 The government and insurance industry 
has continued to heap layers of bureau-
cracy and expense with HIPAA (Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountabil-
ity Act), the Emergency Medical Treat-
ment and Active Labor Act, declining 
Medicare rates and the Product Quality  
Research Institute as a thinly veiled  
attempt to reduce or deny payment. 
 All of this is affecting physicians. 
 A survey done by the American  
College of Physician Executives in 2006 

found that nearly 60 percent 
of the 1,205 physicians 
who participated in the 
survey have considered 
leaving the practice 

of medicine because 
they are discouraged 
over the state of 

U.S. health care 
today. Almost 
70 percent said 
they actually 
knew of at least 
one doctor who 
stopped practic-
ing medicine 
due to low  
morale. 

alumnia 
n
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e 
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association   
President



 Catherine Spong (M.D. ’91), served as keynote speaker for Celebrate 
UMKC, the University’s convocation ceremonies on Sept. 20. As chief 
of the pregnancy and perinatology branch at the National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), part of the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), Spong is a great example of the medical and 
academic training students receive at the School of Medicine.
 Addressing the audience, Spong said, “As I do my research today, 
the skills that I learned at UMKC laid the foundation for my success.”
 Along with working for the NIH, Spong is associate editor of Obstet-
rics & Gynecology and an editor of William’s Obstetrics, Management 
of High-Risk Pregnancy and Protocols of High Risk Pregnancy. She 
is a program scientist for the NICHD Maternal Fetal Medicine Units 
Network, a network of 14 sites in the United States that performs 
clinical trials in high-risk pregnancies. 
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   Go ahead, nominate!
Nominations are being accepted for the E. Grey Dimond, M.D., Take Wing 
Award, the School of Medicine Alumni Achievement Award and more.
Questions should be directed to Mary McCamy at mccamym@umkc.edu. Nominations are accepted 
year-round, however the deadline for the 2008 awards is feb. 1. For a description of the awards 
and nomination instructions, log onto www.med.umkc.edu/alumni.
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