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March 2007 
Volume 27, Number 3 

TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS OF THE SIGNALER 
 

Upcoming Dates and Deadlines (Refer to calendars for specific times.) 
Mar 5  Patrol/Venture Mtg. 
Mar 10-11 Assateague barrier island 
  backpacking trip 
Mar 12  Troop Meeting 
Mar 14  District Roundtable 
Mar 15  Troop Adult Meeting 
Mar 17 Food Bank/Nursing Home 
Mar 19 TLC/BOR 
Mar 21  Signaler Meeting 
Mar 23-25 Naval Military Weekend 
March 24 Basic Adult Leader 
  Outdoor Orientation 
Mar 26  Court of Honor    

April 2   Patrol/Venture Meeting 
April 9   Troop/Patrol Meeting 
April 11 District Roundtable 
April 13-15 Laurel Caverns trip 
April 16 TLC/BOR 
April 19 Troop adult meeting 
April 21 Food Bank/Nursing Home 
April 21-22 Old Rag? 
April 23 Patrol/Venture Meeting 
April 25 Signaler Meeting 
April 27-29 Webelos Weekend 
April 30 Troop Meeting   

 
MULCH!!!! 

Mulch sales are beginning!!!   
Important Dates: 
March 19, 2007- Last day to place orders for lawn chemicals. 
March 28, 2007- Last day to place orders for mulch and fertilizer. 
March 31, 2007- All orders be delivered 
To order please see a scout or please see Mr. Hoggard or call 301-570-1252 for more information. 

 
Get credit for Troop activities… 

It’s important that everyone who participates in Troop 264 campouts, trips and community service 
activities gets credit for their hard work. The Signaler provides the permanent record of everyone who 
attends these events. Patrol leaders need to take responsibility for collecting the names of 
participants in their patrols and send those lists, preferably by email, to the Signaler staff by the monthly 
deadline. Email lists to T264Signaler@verizon.net. This month’s deadline: Friday, Feb. 19. 

 
… And make sure everyone in your patrol gets the Signaler 

Each patrol leader needs to send an updated patrol roster to the Signaler as soon as possible. This 
will enable the Signaler Staff to update the email distribution list so no one is left out. Also, please let us 
know which of your members don’t wish to receive large attachments on their email (they can receive a 
link to the Web site instead). Having lots of pictures increases the size of the newsletter file. Recently 
we’ve had a lot of great photos! Send your patrol rosters and feedback to: T264Signaler@verizon.net. 
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Naval Military Weekend Campout set for March 23-25, 2007 
Troop 264 will have a Naval Military Weekend Campout with tour of Norfolk Naval Base: 23-24-25 

March 2007.  Scouts and Leaders will tour three types of US Naval vessels at Norfolk Naval Base on Saturday, 24 
March with two nights of tent camping. 
Scouts and Leaders will need their Class A uniform to wear on the naval base tour, and you may bring your 
camera. 
  

Important note:  All Scouts and Leaders who wish to attend must give their name to Mr. or Mrs. Justus 
not later than the regular Scout Meeting on Monday, 12 March.  The base for our camping requires 100% 
identification and verification of all visitors.  So if you even think you may want to go, it is better to put your 
name on the list and then not go because if you show up at St John’s for departure on Friday night…and your 
name is not on the list…you will not be able to participate.  Leaders/drivers will need to provide their vehicle 
license plate number so it can also be verified at the gate.   
 
Schedule: 
Friday 23 March 
7 pm depart from Olney/St John’s, drive 3hr 10 min + 20 min rest stop; 178 miles 
10:30 pm arrive US Naval Supply Center Cheatham Annex near Yorktown and Williamsburg, VA; check in, set up 
camp & sleep.  Showers & rest rooms are available. 
 
Saturday 24 March 
6 am Reveille 
7 am depart Cheatham enroute to Norfolk Naval Base, drive 45 mins 
8am  arrive Naval Base Gate 5 & have breakfast in Base Galley 
9-10:30 am tour aircraft carrier 
10:30-12 noon tour destroyer 
1200-1pm lunch at Base Galley 
1-2:30 pm tour fast attack submarine 
3 pm depart Naval Base for return to Cheatham; dinner will be purchased by each Scout at a suitable restaurant 
on the way back to camp. 
5 pm arr Cheatham 
8 pm Evening activity and campfire. 
 
Sunday 25 March 
0600 am Reville, breakfast at site & prepare for departure 
0800 am clear site & dep Cheatham 
1200 noon arr Olney 
Meal charges:  Saturday breakfast $1.50 & lunch $3.50; evening dinner approximately $10 each (suitable location 
to be determined) 
Sunday breakfast: hot water provided for hot chocolate, coffee, oatmeal.  Easy cleanup. 
Bring a few dollars for a snack/rest stop going to Norfolk & coming home to Olney. 

 
*******  Permission slip to participate in Naval Military Weekend  ******* 

 
I give permission for my son __________________________________________ to participate in Troop 264’s trip 
to Norfolk, Virginia on March 23/24/25, 2007.  In an emergency, I can be reached at ___________________.  If I 
cannot be reached in a timely fashion, I authorized qualified medical personnel to administer any necessary 
treatment to my son for illness or injury.  My son is allergic to the following medications:   
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________. 
   Parent or Guardian                                                               Date  
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Laurel Caverns – April 13 -14 -15 

 
Troop 264 goes UNDERGROUND! A summary of this outing was published in the February 2007 

Signaler, please refer to it to it for an overview and a list of costs.  Here is additional information for the scouts 
and scouters who have signed up.  Final details will be provided in the April Signaler. 
 
Climbing Merit badge.   Presently I have 16 scouts listed for the Saturday morning/early afternoon climbing 
merit badge.  I have tentatively arranged for 20 scouts; 26 scouts is the maximum that the climbing class can 
accept.  Over the next month, scouts who have signed up should: 
 

1) Obtain a blue merit badge card from Mr. Bogan; 
2) Work on the six knots referenced in the merit badge book; and 
3) Work on the First Aid requirements in the merit badge book.   

 
These items should be signed off on before you go.  Mr. Proedahl has generously offered to assist scouts with the 
knots, Mr. Hoggard the same for the first aid requirements.  Scout and parent need to complete the Laurel Caverns 
waiver forms below.   
 
Cave Exploring  (2 PM Saturday Afternoon). Each Scout and each scouter need to complete the Laurel Caverns 
waiver form below.  Include both page 1 (items 1 through 8) and page 2 (items 9 though 14) when you turn it in.  
Pay particular attention to the recommendations and warnings covered in the waiver form. 
 
Geology merit badge (Sunday morning). Scouts who have signed up for this merit badge should  
 

1) Obtain a blue merit badge card from Mr. Bogan; and 
2) Review the Geology merit badge book before they go. 

 
PARTICIPANTS TAKE NOTE:  Because of the preparations the Caverns needs to make, we cannot obtain 
a refund on Climbing merit badge cancellations made after Wednesday MARCH 21.  If a scout finds he 
cannot participate after that date, he will still be obligated to pay for the climbing merit badge class ($39) unless 
we can find a scout to take his place.  For the Cave Exploring and Geology merit badges, we can make 
adjustments without penalty up until Monday April 9.  Let me know of any changes promptly!   
Moral:  Double-check your calendars now!  
 
Waiver forms can be turned in at any time this month to Mr. Dale Bickel, 301-774-0416, 
bickeldc@verizon.net. 
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*******  Permission slip to participate in Laurel Caverns trip (bring April 13th)  ******* 
 
I give permission for my son __________________________________________ to participate in Troop 264’s trip to Laurel 
Caverns on April 13/14/15, 2007 near Uniontown, Pennsylvania.  In an emergency, I can be reached at 
___________________.  If I cannot be reached in a timely fashion, I authorized qualified medical personnel to administer 
any necessary treatment to my son for illness or injury.  My son is allergic to the following medications:   
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________. 
   Parent or Guardian                                                               Date  
 

 

Do You Need to Review Your Knots? 
If you need to review your knots prior to your next BOR or the next campout, check out the site 
below.  It is very good for visually demonstrating how to tie knots.  Click on the Scouting 
Emblem for knot demonstrations. 
http://www.animatedknots.com/index.php?LogoImage=LogoGrog.jpg&Website=www.animatedknots.co
m 

District Roundtable 
Our Boy Scout Roundtables feature informative discussions on topics from youth leadership training, 
using OA more effectively in your troop, and summer camp experiences. Each month Bill Lanson and 
his crew provide wonderful presentations, from wood carving to dutch oven cooking, to help your unit 
leaders provide new ides and opportunities for your troop. This year we are also asking each troop to 
help out by giving a presentation on a favorite activity or camping location that your troop does. Come 
see what great new locations your troop might want to visit! 

Roundtables are held the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm at the Montgomery General 
Hospital. Be sure to check the front desk for the room number of the meeting. The rooms will change, 
but the meeting is now at Montgomery General Hospital. To find out more about the Roundtable, or to 
sign up to make a presentation, contact Bill Lanson at (301) 774-8040 or wlanson@aol.com.  

 

Summer Camp Dates (mark your calendar) 
 It’s not too early to sign up! Troop 264 is confirmed for July 14 to 21 (Saturday to Saturday) at 
Camp Bowman this year.  The cost for the regular summer camp is $260.00.  The same week, our troop 
is planning to got to Lenhok’sin High Adventure, which costs $290.00 and has a separate application. To 
find out more about both, visit www.boyscouts-ncac.org/pages/17_goshen_scout_reservation.cfm  

 
Assateague Barrier Island Hike 

 To prepare for Lenhok’sin, the Troop is planning a barrier island prep hike from the Va. to Md. 
side of Assateague Island. This will be a difficult hike, best suited for older scouts with some 
backpacking experience. We will be backwoods camping. The dates are tentatively set for March 10-11. 
For more information, contact Sean Wilbur (Sharks), magic7@comcast.net.  
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Merit Badge Day 
 On February 17, 2007 the annual Merit Badge Day took place at St. Peters.  The turn out was 
fairly good and was actually really fun.  I encourage those who want to get a quick merit badge to attend 
next year.  The following scouts earned merit badges. 
Jeremy Neufeld 
Victor Santos 
Anthony Justus 

Peter Kirk 
Chris Chirigos 
Jonathon Godfrey 

 
 

Nursing Home 
The Hawk Patrol had fun at the January Nursing Home visit on Saturday, January 20th.  Scouts 

Zach Hopkins and Anthony Justus took turns calling the numbers for ladies Bingo, and Mr. Justus 
helped them find the numbers on their cards.  The highlight was the last game, a blackout of the Bingo 
card.  You could just feel the tension in the air as the game came to a close…there were only 6 numbers 
left when we finally had a winner.  And then we found out the winner of the blackout got to choose the 
video for the afternoon movie party.  After a brief tour of the library and country store, we left; we 
decided not to stay for a showing of GONE WITH THE WIND. 

—Anthony Justus 
 

Patrol Corners 
 

Foxes: We are continuing the Communications Merit Badge. 
Hawks: We are working on the Personal Management merit badge. 
Javelins: We continue to work on our basic Scout skills. 
Sharks: The sharks are working on the Citizenship in the nation. 
Vikings: We are currently starting the radio merit badge. 
Geezers: Digging out and dreaming of Spring 
 

 
To Get Leadership Credit for Den Chief Service 

 
  If you are serving as a Den Chief for leadership credit, prior to your BOR must notify Mr. 
Matyas. You should obtain a note from your Pack Den Leader and or cubmaster. This letter 
should include: (1) the dates you served as a Den Chief (at least six months); (2),The Pack and 
Den you served with; and (3) include the signature(s) of the Den Leader ,Cubmaster, and /or Pack 
Committee Chairperson and the date they signed off. Submit this letter to Mr. Matyas prior to 
your BOR. (301-570-0610, grymat@comcast.net ) 
 
  Note: To earn the Den Chief Service Awrard, you must serve the pack faithfully as a den 
chief for one full year. 
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Winter Campout, National Marine Corps Museum Tour Feb. 3-4, 2007 
 Troop 264 camped at Prince William Forest, Va., and visited the Marine Corps Museum in 
Quantico. The following are photos from the activity (Thanks, Mr. Irvin!). 

 
 

 
 
 

At the entrance to the Marine Corps 
Museum 
 
Participants: 
Mr. Irvin 
Tripp Karitis 
Michael Damskey 
Mr. Bogan 
Chris Freeman 
Sean Wilbur 
Mr. Freeman 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
(For more photos, see next page) 

 
 

Iwo Jima survivor Sgt. Gordon Ward, 84, Kensington, MD, 
talks to Troop 264. 

The flag that flew over Iwo Jima, with a model of the famous 
photo in foreground. 
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Sgt. Ward describes his experience on Iwo Jima, 
where he earned the Purple Heart 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back at camp, sawing wood for the fire. 

When’s dinner? 
More wood action (hey—it was cold out there!) 
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TROOP CALENDAR 

 
The 2006-2007 troop calendar is also posted to the website. Because the calendar is subject to change 
please note that the calendar printed in the Signaler is the most current. If you have any changes or 
additions contact Sheila Hopkins at 301-774-4106 or sashopkins@msn.com.  
 

 
 

Maybe Gary is a former Boy Scout? 
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INFORMATION PAGE 
Attention: Board of Review (BOR) Procedures  

 
A few years ago we set up a new procedure for scouts to follow for requesting Board of Reviews. Being a large troop, we 
needed to give the adults sitting on the BORs some lead-time. Recently the procedure has been sliding and the adults are 
getting short notice because of last minute BORs being scheduled. Therefore we are restating our policy. FORGOT THE 
PROCEDURE? NO PROBLEM – It is almost always on the last page of each Signaler edition. Also, you can look at any past 
edition of the Signaler for this information.  

 

April Signaler Submittal Deadlines: 
Information Due to Reporters:  February 16 
Signaler Distribution Date:  February 25 
Articles Due to Mr. McFarlane: Weds. February 21 at the Signaler Meeting – No articles accepted after Mar 16.  
The Signaler Staff 

Editor: Victor Santos 301-260-8605 ejsmd@msn.com 
Webmaster/Reporter Sean Wilbur 301-774-9287 magic7@comcast.net 
    
Reporters: Zach Hopkins 301-774-4106 crazeeman0490@msn.com 
 Jimmy Bickel 301-774-0416 bickeldc@verizon.net  
    
Signaler Adults: Mrs. Evans 301-260-1042 klasevans@comcast.net 
 Mr. McFarlane 301-570-5508 t264Signaler@verizon.net 
 Mrs. Hopkins 301-774-4106 sashopkins@msn.com 
    
Adult Advisors:    
Scoutmaster: Mr. Bogan 301-774-2768 dennisbogan@comcast.net 
Treasurer: Mr. Sponaugle 301-774-4814 rsponal@yahoo.com 
OA: Mr. Patterson 301-774-0330  
Advancement Chairman: Mr. Matyas 301-570-0610 grymat@comcast.net 
SPL: Zach Hopkins 301-774-4106 Crazeeman90@msn.com  
 
Adult activity coordinators – please submit information about upcoming activities to Mr. McFarlane (electronically or
hardcopy) by the deadline. Please contact a Signaler reporter if you would like to have a Scout generate the announce-
ment for you. If any information or participants of activities have been left out of the Signaler, corrections will be made in
the next issue. Please send any corrections to Mr. McFarlane at t264Signaler@verizon.net. 

                
 

BOR  
Any scout needing a Board of Review should call Walt Greenspon  @ (301-774-5394) no later than two Sundays (8 days) before 
the scheduled Board of Review. Failure to give proper notification will delay your BOR until the next month.  Get your 
Scoutmaster Conference prior to calling Mr. Greenspon. If your scout is scheduled for the BOR, he must bring an adult with him. 
That adult is needed to sit on a BOR for another scout. This way we can accommodate all scouts striving for advancement.  
Dress Code for BOR: Class “A” shirt, neckerchief, slide and scout pants (khaki or black pants can be substituted). A scout hat is 
preferred.  
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ADVANCEMENT INFORMATION PAGE 

BOARD of REVIEW (BOR) 
Any scout needing a Board of Review should call  
Mr. Greenspon @ (301-774-5394) no later than two Sundays  
(8 days) before the scheduled Board of Review. Failure to 
give proper notification will delay your BOR for a month. 

 

If your scout is scheduled for a BOR, he must bring an adult 
with him. That adult is needed to sit on a BOR for another 
scout. This way we can accommodate all scouts striving for 
advancement. 

 

Scout dress code for BOR will include Class “A” shirt, 
neckerchief, slide, and scout pants (khaki or black pants can 
be substituted). A scout hat is preferred. 

 

SCOUT SPIRIT for ADVANCEMENT  
We all recognize that Scout Spirit is hard to evaluate. We 
know Scout Spirit includes being helpful and cheerful, but it is 
more than that…it’s giving back. In an effort to assist Patrol 
dads in recognizing Scout Spirit, the following guidelines are 
offered. Our troop believes that prior to each advancement, 
participation in the following activities exemplify the essences 
of Scout Spirit: 

 
• A minimum of 1 nursing home visit 
• Participation in at least 1 fundraiser 
• At least 4 overnight outings per year  
• Good deeds done outside of scouts 
 

 
The Patrol Dad, not a senior scout, is responsible for signing 
off on Scout Spirit prior to your Scoutmaster Conference. 
 

 

SCOUTMASTER CONFERENCES 
 
Any scout needing a Scoutmaster Conference for 
advancement up through 1st class, needs to contact 
one of the following for a conference:  
 
Mr. Kennedy  301-774-5014 
Mr. Greenspon 301-774-5394 
Mr. Laing 301-570-4235 
Mr. Long 301-924-4365 
Mr. Pitts 301-774-3208 
Mr. Predoehl 301-774-0974 
Mr. Culbertson   301-774-7049 
Mr. Zuccaro 301-774-0824 

 
Scoutmaster Conferences for Star, Life, and Eagle must 
be held with Mr. Bogan - (301-774-2768).  Preparation for 
their BOR must include being prepared to answer skill, citizenship, 
first aid,  and merit badge questions.  
 

BOR for STAR and LIFE SCOUT 
ADVANCEMENTS 

 
While ropes and compasses are provided for younger 
ranks, by the time you are ready for Star and Life 
advancement, you should be responsible enough to 
bring your own knot rope and compass for your BOR. 
We are requiring all scouts who are advancing to Star 
or Life to bring a knot rope and compass to their BOR. 
 

LIFE and EAGLE SCOUTS  
as ADVISORY BOR MEMBERS 

 
If you are a Life or Eagle Scout and would like to sit on 
a Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, or Star BOR, 
as a “Technical Expert”, call Mr. Greenspon on 
(301-774-5394). 
 
You would be the fourth person on the Board. While you 
wouldn’t have a vote, you would have input into the 
decision-making process and add invaluable knowledge 
and insight by asking questions that perhaps scouters 
wouldn’t think to ask. This is a great way to give back to 
and maintain the quality of your troop. 
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