The Sultan’s School

IB Entrance Criteria 2020

( Internal Students)

Mission Statement

“The Sultan's School is a co-educational school offering a bilingual Arabic-

English education from early childhood to pre-university.

The school seeks to provide a broad and balanced education to the highest
quality which reflects and strengthens the Omani and Islamic culture while
encouraging an international perspective and developing critical, creative

thinking in its students”
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What does the Diploma Programme curriculum contain?

The curriculum contains six subject groups and a core of three parts.
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Diploma students study:

= Three subjects at higher level (240 hours each).
= Three subjects at standard level (150 hours each).

= CAS/ Extended Essay / ToK

Assessment

7 — Excellent
6 — Very good
5 - Good

4 — Satisfactory

3 — Mediocre
2 —Poor
1-Very poor
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IB Entrance Requirements 2020

There is a sizable jump from IGCSE standards to IB Diploma academic standards. The IB Diploma is aimed at
16-19 year olds and is seen as the premier pre-university course in the world. Globally 80% of students
pass the IB Diploma averaging 29 points out of a possible 45. Therefore we need to ensure that the
students entering the IB Diploma are capable of meeting the demands of the course. The Sultan’s School
has an entrance criteria listed below.

The best 7 IGCSE scores are used and turned into a number out of a possible 70 points.

IGCSE Grade | 7 (A¥) 6 (A) 5 (B) 4 (C) 3 (D) 2 (E) 1(F)
Score 10 9 8 7 6 5 4

Therefore if a student averages a grade C or higher they would be fully capable of accessing the IB
Diploma.

Students who average a grade D would need to be put on academic probation. What this means, is that for
the first four months of year 12 the student’s grades would be very closely monitored and supported. They
would need to attain an average of a level 4 (IB grades range from 1 to 7) if they are to progress to the
Diploma. Students averaging below level 4 would be studying the IB Certificate. The IB Certificate is a more
accessible route than the Diploma.

IGCSE Score IB Status
49+ Diploma
42+ Probation / Certificate

However, students that average below a grade D (less than 42 points) would not be eligible to enter year
12. They would be offered the opportunity to retake year 11 in a bid to improve their academic grades.

HL Minimum Requirements

Subject Minimum Requirements
Mathematics 6 (A)
Sciences 5 (B)
Other subjects 4 (C)
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IB Diploma vs IB Course (Certificates)

Here at the Sultan’s School we endeavour to ensure that all students attempt the full Diploma where
possible. Through the process of counselling and academic probation we encourage students to attempt
the full Diploma. In the graduating classes we average over 92% of students taking the full Diploma.
However, there are occasions where IB Course (Certificates) may well be the better option.

IB Diploma vs IB Course (Certificates) Workload

Diploma Certificates
Number of subjects taken 6 6
Number of HL subjects 3 0-3
ToK Yes Year 12 only
Extended Essay Yes No
CAS 150 hours 75 hours

As you can see there is a significantly reduced workload for Certificate students. This allows them to
specialise and invest more time on their chosen subjects in an attempt to boost their grades.

Arabic Languages A & B

As a bilingual school the expectation at The Sultan’s School is that every student takes Arabic A in years 12
and 13. The study of Arabic A ensures that the students receive a bilingual IB Diploma which is prestigious
and attractive to universities. Arabic A also supports the Omani Ministry examinations. Furthermore the
Sultan’s School is obligated to comply with the rules of the IBO regarding language selection.

“ Language B is an additional language-learning course designed for students with some previous learning
of that language. ... The most important consideration is that the course should be a challenging
educational experience for the student.”

Consequently all year 12 students would be expected to study Arabic A unless they studied IGCSE Arabic as
a Foreign Language in years 10 and 11.
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IB Academic and Careers Counselling

Below is a timeline of support given to pre-IB students at the Sultan’s School. This timeline is
supplemented by individual meetings with parents and students as appropriate.

Date

Event

Year 11 - October

Presentation by the IBDP Coordinator & Careers Counsellor on the IBDP, entrance
criteria, scholarships etc.

Year 11 - January

Following the IGCSE mock examinations the IBDP Coordinator writes individual letters to
each student analysing their results and making a conditional IB offer based on their
grades.

Year 11 - February

TSS hosts an evening of ‘Making the Right Choices’ where year 9 and 11 parents have a
presentation by the Head of School, IBDP Coordinator, IGCSE Coordinator and the
Careers Counsellor. Following the presentation parents and students meet with Heads of
Faculty to discuss academic options

Year 11 - March

Heads of Faculties make presentations to year 11 on their respective subjects

Year 11 - April

Year 11 students have individual appointments with both the IBDP Coordinator &
Careers Counsellor to discuss careers, Ministry of Education requirements and option
choices — students then make provisional online option choices

Year 12 - September

Following the publication of IGCSE results Year 12 students have individual appointments
with both the IBDP Coordinator & Careers Counsellor to discuss careers, Ministry of
Education requirements and option choices
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IB Choices 2020-2022

Name: Class:

Please confirm the 6 subjects that you would like to study in the IB course by ticking the appropriate
boxes in the tables below. Please note that Diploma candidates are required to choose three higher
level subjects (HL) and three standard level subjects (SL). They are also required to do CAS, Extended
Essay and Theory of Knowledge classes.

Group 4 Please tick
° Sciences
Group 1and 2 Please tick .
Laneuages Biology (HL)
guag Biology (SL)

Arabic A Lang. and Lit. (HL)
Arabic A Lang. and Lit. (SL)

English A Lang. and Lit. (HL)
English A Lang. and Lit. (SL)
Arabic B (HL)

Chemistry (HL)

Chemistry (SL)
Environmental Systems (SL)
Physics (HL)

- Physics (SL)
?r:aﬁlschBB((Sﬁ:_) Sports Science & Health (SL)
& Group 5 Please tick

English B (SL)

Arabic Ab initio (SL)
Group 3 Please tick

Individuals and Societies

Business Management (HL)

Business Management ( SL)

Chemistry (HL)

Chemistry (SL)

Computer Science (HL)

Computer Science (SL)

Mathematics
Mathematics (HL)
Mathematics (SL)

Group 6 Please tick
Arts
Business Management (HL)
Business Management ( SL)
Economics (HL)
Economics (SL)

Film (SL)
Geography (HL) Geography (HL)
Geography (SL) Geography (SL)
ITGS (HL) TGS (HL)
ITGS (SL) ITGS (SL)
Physics (HL)
Physics (SL)

Visual Arts (HL)
Visual Arts (SL)

Please indicate below the University programs which you are aiming to study after TSS:

Option 1: ..o, Option 2: ..o,

*Please note that courses may only run if there is a minimum class size five
** |f selected an IAS subject must be chosen in group 3
*** Please see the Arabic entrance criteria



IB World Averages

1-3 Points : 4 % \ / 7 Points : 4 %

Language A
M 7 Points
4-6 Points
I 1-3 Points
46 Points : 92 %
1-3 Points : 15 % / TRomE
n H \
Humanities / Arts
4-6 Points : 78 %
/ 7 Points : 8 %
13 Points : 27 % \
Mathematics
4.6 Points : 65 %
/ 7 Points : 6 %
/
Science 1-3 Points : 32 %

4.6 Points : 62 %



Results by Subjects

_ candidates awardEd
R
0% 6%

Number of Mean
7
23% 4%

$§I

ARABIC A LAL HL 127 5.0 17% 50% 100%
ARABIC A LAL SL 185 51 0% 2% 20% 43% 32% 2% 100%
ENGLISH A LAL HL 14,790 5.1 0% 0% 3% 22% 40% 28% 6% 100%
ENGLISH A LAL SL 9,720 5.2 0% 0% 2% 16% 43% 34% 5% 100%

Group 1 Total 96,466 50 0%
Percentage of
candidates awarded
grades

Number of Mean
MEs e B
7% 14% 25% 24% 23% 8% 100%

ARABIC AB. SL 208 46 0%
ARABIC B HL 751 59 0% 0% 1% 6% 20% 51% 22% 100%
ARABIC B SL 329 58 0% 0% 2% 9% 23% 42% 24% 100%

Percentage of
candidates awarded

grades
Number of Mean

BUS.& MAN. HL 7,766 47 0% 3% 1% 24% 34% 23% 5% 100%
BUS.& MAN. SL 5775 48 0% 3% 12% 23% 33% 22% % 100%
ECONOMICS HL 12,849 5.2 0% 2% 9% 19% 26% 31% 13% 100%
ECONOMICS SL 8,011 4.7 0% 6% 17% 22% 24% 22% 9% 100%
ENV. AND SOC. SL 10,322 4.2 1% 8% 19% 33% 22% 13% 4% 100%
GEOGRAPHY HL 4,531 52 0% 1% 6% 18% 31% 31% 13% 100%
GEOGRAPHY SL 3,340 4.7 0% 6% 13% 22% 30% 20% 9% 100%
ITGS HL 1,520 43 1% 2% 18% 38% 34% 8% 1% 100%
ITGS SL 1,730 45 0% 3% 14% 32% 35% 14% 1% 100%

Percentage of
candidates awarded

grades
Number of Mean
BIOLOGY HL 26,881 44 1% 9% 18% 25% 25% 17% 5% 100%
BIOLOGY SL 17,021 43 1% 10% 19% 25% 25% 15% 4% 100%
CHEMISTRY HL 14,693 4.5 1% 8% 18% 22% 23% 17% 10% 100%
CHEMISTRY SL 13,706 4.1 2% 14% 24% 21% 20% 12% 6% 100%
PHYSICS HL 10,426 47 0% 6% 18% 21% 24% 18% 13% 100%
PHYSICS SL 11,452 42 1% 12% 24% 23% 20% 13% 8% 100%
SPORTS EX SCI SL 1424 41 0% 10% 26% 24% 23% 11% 4% 100%
[ Groupatow | | osess | 43 | v | on | 2w | a6 | a6 | e | 7w | oo |

Percentage of
candidates awarded
grades

Number of Mean
30,033 1% 9% ) 14% 24% 26% 18% 8% 100%

MATH.STUDIES SL 45
MATHEMATICS HL 12,003 4.4 1% 9% 17% 25% 23% 16% 9% 100%
MATHEMATICS SL 40,814 44 1% 10% 17% 22% 25% 18% 8% 100%

Percentage of
candidates awarded

Number of Mean
Group 6 Total |
i Candidates Grade
2,281

THEATRE HL 5.0 0% 1% 10% 28% 27% 22% 13% 100%
THEATRE SL 1,105 5.0 0% 1% 6% 27% 38% 20% 9% 100%
VISUAL ARTS HL 8534 4.9 0% 2% 12% 27% 27% 25% 8% 100%

VISUAL ARTS SL 4,718 45 0% 3% 16% 32% 2% 17% 5% 100%
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Results by Subjects

_ candidates awardEd
R
0% 6%

Number of Mean
7
23% 4%

$§I

ARABIC A LAL HL 127 5.0 17% 50% 100%
ARABIC A LAL SL 185 51 0% 2% 20% 43% 32% 2% 100%
ENGLISH A LAL HL 14,790 5.1 0% 0% 3% 22% 40% 28% 6% 100%
ENGLISH A LAL SL 9,720 5.2 0% 0% 2% 16% 43% 34% 5% 100%

Group 1 Total 96,466 50 0%
Percentage of
candidates awarded
grades

Number of Mean
MEs e B
7% 14% 25% 24% 23% 8% 100%

ARABIC AB. SL 208 46 0%
ARABIC B HL 751 59 0% 0% 1% 6% 20% 51% 22% 100%
ARABIC B SL 329 58 0% 0% 2% 9% 23% 42% 24% 100%

Percentage of
candidates awarded

grades
Number of Mean

BUS.& MAN. HL 7,766 47 0% 3% 1% 24% 34% 23% 5% 100%
BUS.& MAN. SL 5775 48 0% 3% 12% 23% 33% 22% % 100%
ECONOMICS HL 12,849 5.2 0% 2% 9% 19% 26% 31% 13% 100%
ECONOMICS SL 8,011 4.7 0% 6% 17% 22% 24% 22% 9% 100%
ENV. AND SOC. SL 10,322 4.2 1% 8% 19% 33% 22% 13% 4% 100%
GEOGRAPHY HL 4,531 52 0% 1% 6% 18% 31% 31% 13% 100%
GEOGRAPHY SL 3,340 4.7 0% 6% 13% 22% 30% 20% 9% 100%
ITGS HL 1,520 43 1% 2% 18% 38% 34% 8% 1% 100%
ITGS SL 1,730 45 0% 3% 14% 32% 35% 14% 1% 100%

Percentage of
candidates awarded

grades
Number of Mean
BIOLOGY HL 26,881 44 1% 9% 18% 25% 25% 17% 5% 100%
BIOLOGY SL 17,021 43 1% 10% 19% 25% 25% 15% 4% 100%
CHEMISTRY HL 14,693 4.5 1% 8% 18% 22% 23% 17% 10% 100%
CHEMISTRY SL 13,706 4.1 2% 14% 24% 21% 20% 12% 6% 100%
PHYSICS HL 10,426 47 0% 6% 18% 21% 24% 18% 13% 100%
PHYSICS SL 11,452 42 1% 12% 24% 23% 20% 13% 8% 100%
SPORTS EX SCI SL 1424 41 0% 10% 26% 24% 23% 11% 4% 100%
[ Groupatow | | osess | 43 | v | on | 2w | a6 | a6 | e | 7w | oo |

Percentage of
candidates awarded
grades

Number of Mean
30,033 1% 9% ) 14% 24% 26% 18% 8% 100%

MATH.STUDIES SL 45
MATHEMATICS HL 12,003 4.4 1% 9% 17% 25% 23% 16% 9% 100%
MATHEMATICS SL 40,814 44 1% 10% 17% 22% 25% 18% 8% 100%

Percentage of
candidates awarded

Number of Mean
Group 6 Total |
i Candidates Grade
2,281

THEATRE HL 5.0 0% 1% 10% 28% 27% 22% 13% 100%
THEATRE SL 1,105 5.0 0% 1% 6% 27% 38% 20% 9% 100%
VISUAL ARTS HL 8534 4.9 0% 2% 12% 27% 27% 25% 8% 100%

VISUAL ARTS SL 4,718 45 0% 3% 16% 32% 2% 17% 5% 100%





