THE
TEACHER'S
GUIDE TO

TEGH

JENNIFER GONZALEZ
a CULT OF PEDAGOGY digital binder




A note from
Jennifer Gonzalez

When it comes to
technology, the one
complaint | hear most
often is that people have
trouble keeping up with it.
Not that it's too hard, not
that it's too “technical,” but
that there’s just too
much to keep track of.

r 2 If that sounds like you,
then this book will be a game-changer, a filter that lets
you sort through the wild mess of tech tools and
quickly determine which ones are worth your time,
which ones might be nice to learn later, and which
ones you can ignore for now. | have gathered up over
130 tech tools, sorted them into categories, provided
a clear, plain-language description of what the tools in
each category do, and collected ideas for how each
one can be used in your teaching.

If youre a tech novice, you'll find answers to the
questions you're too embarrassed to ask. When
someone uses a term or talks about a program

they're using, you can just come here and look it up.
On every page you'll find explanations in plain, simple
language - it will be like having a patient, tech-savvy
friend sitting next to you at your computer.

If you're tech-intermediate, this book will help you
up your game. You are probably pretty comfortable
with a good handful of tools, but there may be whole
categories of terms and tools you've never had the
chance to explore. This book is your shortcut, saving
you the time it would take to research new
technologies and quickly decide if a tool is worth
learning, or if it's just something you can introduce to
an inspired student.

If you're a tech junkie, this book will enrich your work
in two ways: (1) It will introduce you to a few tools you
may not have heard of, feeding your insatiable hunger
for more tech and further solidifying your status as a
technology expert. (2) It can serve as a teaching tool,
something you can point others to if they come to you
for help and you don't have time.

Here's a closer look at what's inside...



What is a DIGITAL BINDER?

It's a big PDF file. Like a paper binder, it's organized into sections you can flip to easily. But it
also contains hundreds of clickable links that bounce you around the binder at lightning speed.
You can keep a copy on your desktop, your laptop, your tablet, or all three.
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Wonderopolis

Although Wonderopolis may not technically be a
research site in the strictest terms, it is definitely a

place to learn. Users submit “‘wonders,” questions
about things they are wondering about. Once a wonder
has been submitted, other users vote on the ones they
h the highestvotes are

find most interesting. Those
then selected by the site as Wonders of the Day,
questions that have been formally answered by the
Wonderopolis staff, slong with added photos, videos, a
vocabulary list, and even & short quiz to test your
understanding.

= |
WoNDERGROIIS

T

How Do Hook and Loop Fasteners Work? ...

Wonderopalis is fun to explore and would make a
great option for free time, sub days, or to explore
possible zeni projects. Because this site is stil
relatively new, there's a chance that more features are
coming. | would love for the site to make it easier for

ho

students to use wonderings as springboards for
academic research, whether by providing citation
information for their own articles, links to other

authoritative sources to learn more, or both.
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Blendspace

Most flioped learning tools focus primarily on video.
Butwhat if you want to include other online content
like blog posts, web pages, or even whole websites?
What if youwant to add your own file to a lesson? With
Blendspace™®, you can cobble together whatever
content you'd like into one complete, interactive lesson.

Just like DocentEDU (featured on the next page),
Blendspace lets teachers put lessons together with a
combination of online resources: videos, PDFs, images,
websites, even notes you create yourself, right in the
platform. You can even drag files right in from your

Dropbox or Google

Students canvote on individual resources by giving
them an “1like it" or "not & fan,” so teachers can track
which resources are working well. Students can also
comment on the resources: This offers an opportunity
for online discussion. And you can create quizzes to go
with each lesson, then track which students
understood the concepts and which students need
more help.

And if you don't have time to create your own lesson,
Blendspace also offers & f c

created by other teachers

*Blendspace’s former name is EdCanvas.

Platform: v/eb

Price: Frae

Q)
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Storybird

Here's how Storybird works: Users begin by browsing
through a gallery of artwork uniil they find an image

thatinspires them, then they write a story or poem to
accompany the image. The written piece can then be
published on Storybird or purchased as a print book.

Using the "dass” feature, students are groupedinto a
private class separate from the regular public Storybird
community. Within this space, studentwork is
published only for consumption by other class

members. Other students can comment on their peers’

wark, and teachers can moderate those comments

before the writers see them.

Users are limited to using Storybird's artwork, and
layout is largely controlled by Storybird as well.
Although this could be seen as & disadvantage, what it

park, he warried that one
of them would poop an
his hat

offers is a consistently attractive end product, and
these limitations mean that students can concentrate
on their w

riting.

n October of 2015, Storybird announced & new
fundraising option, where schools can earn 30% of
sales on student books for a specified period of time.

Similar Sites: 7

Over 130 Tools Explained

in Plain English
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Pixlr

Pixlr has &ll of the same capabilities that PicMonkey
has: phote cropping, resizing, rotation, adjustment of
exposure, fiters, and so on, plus more. For slightly
more advanced users or those whowantto be ableto
edit offine and on mobile devices, Pixr is & good
choice.

For one, its interface has the feel and functionality of
proper photo editor — much closer to PhotoShop than
PicMonkey. So users who will eventually move to the
bigleagues of photo editing, the Pixlr
them good practice.

itor will give

Pixlr is also available in more ways: You can use the
web app (either the simplified Pixlr Express or the full-
featured Editor), the mobile app, or download the
software onto your desktop for offline use.

With a free account, you can use the Pixlr Library to
save and organize pictures you've worked with in the
Editor. This allows users to work on more complex
projects over time and save different versions of the
same project.

To get started, go over to Pixlr's support section, where
they offer over 35 different tutorials to help you learn
how to use this tool.

* Pixlr's full name is Autodesk Pixr

ulty: Moderate

Platform: v/eb, i05,
Android

ree for basic
99/year for

Xpress
SIONS.
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Note Taking

What is a Note Taking App?

Note teking apps are & lot more than digital versions of
the paper we might ordinarily use in the analog world:
They are more like big, powerful Trapper Keepers,
helping us organize our notes into sections, giving us
handy pockets to store documents we receive from
other sources, and so much more. Plus, because they
are cloud-based, we can access them from anywhere.

Classroom Uses

- Keep your own teacher stuff organized. For
someone who s juggling & lot of tasks, and steadlily
collecting ideas and resources for future use, having
a tool like this could be areal game changer.

Students can use these tools to keep and organize
class notes, study materials, and important
documents.

Rather than keep notes for a project or research
paper onindex cards or paper, require students to
keep digital notes, organizing them into tabs,
notebooks, or sections, and share the notes with
youthrough & link.

As part of a life skills, career planning, or study skills
course, students could complete and share an
entire notebook with their teacher for & grade.
section we feature three popular note-taking
ernote, Google Keep, and OneMote. Lastyear,
Google Keep was left out because it didnt seem to
have as big of a fan base as the other two, but it is

starting to grow in popularity. This article from the

Sorted by Function

All tools are grouped into categories based on what they do.

Fach section starts with a discussion of classroom applications.

Note Taking

Evemote
Google Keep

Oneote
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Evernote

n Evernote, users create notes (like word processing
files), then arganize them into notebooks, making it
possible to store information for every area ofyour life
in one place. But there's so much more:

s0you can access It from
any computer or device. And it syncs across devices:
f you add a note on your phone, you'll see it the

next time you open Evernote on your laptop.

You can set reminders for a note - Evernote wil

email you reminders about due dates, etc.

Audio dips can be used in place of notes.

Notes can be shared with others.

L Sy o e bt

Whole web pages, images, or e-mails can be sent
straight into

ernote

You can photograph or scan a document, and
Evernote will scan it and store the text for future
searching.

Notes can be tagged, to make them searchable. You
can also do a text-level search, where Evernote will
searchinside all of your notes for key phrases.

You can add checkboxes to notes, which makes this
3 great tool for making to-do |

Tostartlearning howto use all o
features, watch this 12-min

Webe Hofe Taking

Evemote
Google Keep

OneNote
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Google Keep

Evernote and OneNote are a bit overcomplicated for
you, but you'd still like & place online to store notes,
consider Google Keep.

Google Keepis kind of & blank slate where you just
start adding notes. Once a note is written, itis added to
your Keep as a tile, looking a bit like & Pinterest pin, but

unlike on Pinterest, you can rearrange the order in

which they appear

+ Notes can be color-coded, and you can change the
way you view your whole Keep by only opting to look
atnotes of one particular color

* Notes can have reminders attached to them, which
will then schedule a reminder to be senttoyouat a
designated time.

« The mobile version of Keep includes the option to
leave avoice memo thatis also converted to text.

= Notes can be shared, so you can build a note with
others, regardless oflocation.

Getting started with Keep s a breeze, so U already

have a Google account, give it a try. Just go to the
address above or click on the Apps icon (the grid of
gray tiles to the left of your name along the top bar)

and click “more” until the Keep icon pops up.

Mote Taking

Evemote
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OneMote
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OneNote

Microsoft's OneNote is another robust note-taking tool,
although it seems to be less well-known than Evernote.
Fans ofthis option love how the visual organization of
the notes is set up with colored tabs, like a clean fiing

it offers
rich possibilities for creating visually appealing notes

Key features of this tool include:

Syncing notes across all devices

+ Placing fles (Word, Excel oint) directly into

OneNote notebooks

Optical character recognition, which scans images
for text and stores that text for future searching -
this now includes handwriting recognition as well

Clipping content straight from the Webinto a
notebook

Sharing notes with others for collaboretion - even
linking them to & specific paragraph within & note

Record audio and video dips for instant storage
within a notebook

Tolearn all of the features of OneNote 2016, take a
look at this com; tutorial, courtesy of
OneNote.

Difficulty: \oderate
Platform: veb, 05,
Android

Price: Fraz

=)




The Magic is
in the

LINKS

Hundreds of links make

your reading experience
even faster than online.

External links take you to
related online resources.

Internal links let you jump
from section to section.

Collaboration

Padlet

hyperlinks to Postit Plus
other tools in the —————o —__

) ealtime

same section Board

Trello

screenshot or
photo of the tool

in use
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Padlet

magine an online corkboard where you can just pin
notes, pictures, files, and links to other places. Think
Pinterest, except with a lot more flexibility: You can
move things around however you like, make some
iterns bigger than others, include regular flles, write
directly onto your board, and invite other people to
add things, too.

That's Padlet. Itis ridiculously easy and has so many
awesome possibilities for the dassroom incduding exit
slips, group projects, and collaboration with students
from other schools (check out these 20 fantastic ideas).

To start, just open a new Padlet, double-click anywhere
onthe wall, and start typing a post. You can format the

Website:

Difficulty: Easy
Platform: Web

Price: Free for basic

text with bold, italics, and underlining, and otherrich @
text features, like numbered and bulleted lists.

Posts can be resized and dragged anywhere on the
wall, and the background image can be customized,
which makes this a nice platform for people who want
more control over the aesthetics of their projects.

Users have SO MANY options for sharing a Padlet with
others: Mot only can you share it through the usual
soclal media channels, email, printing, and direct link,
you can also exportit as animage, a POF, or an Excel
file, embed it directly in another website, or create a
directlink to it with a OR code.

direct link to the
tool's website

directlink to a
video showing
the tool in use

hyperlinks to terms
in the glossary

Pages are 85x 11
inches, so they can
also be printed and
stored in a physical
binder.
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A-B

add-on: similar to 3 browser extens
software used to enhance the perfermance of another tool

r, a small piece of

Android: the
artphon

used for many non-i0s
and Motorola Droid

sung Galax

app: (short for spplicstion) a software program; (Any software,
like PowerPoint, is an application, but 500 usually meal
smaller software with a limited job, like tracking calories.)

avatar:animage or icon, often illustrated, representing
person in a video game, in social media, orin a software

w

program

backchannel: asecondary discussion that happens
same time nt; (Abackchannel discu
set up on To allowing participants to type comments
in an online chat room while another presentation is going.)

rger e

bandwidth: the amount of data that can be sent over an
Internet connection at a given time

blended learning: s teaching style that combines traditional
instruction with online learning

series of

w

posts that are updsted regularly, unlike on

to let devices
communicate acre (A Bluetooth
headset |ets you talk on your phone without actually holding it
Upto your ear or using speakerphona

Bluetooth: 3 technology that uses radiow
ss short distances wirele

bookmarklet: 5 bookmark stored in your browser that allows
your browser to do a specific task; like a brow:

but it won't slow down your browser the v

r extension,

an extension will

that
add an item to

nctions, like letting you quich
notebook, or pin an item on

BYOD: &ring Your Own Device: 3 palicy inwhich students are
allowed to bring their own cell phones, tablets or laptops to
school and use them during class to enhance learning

browser

e

BEET
[Z1c)
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Glossary of

Terms in the Guide are

K-0

Kindle: Amazon’s e-reader, which can hold hundreds
length books on one device and can download them with 3
wireless Internet connection

urement for electronic data equal
zee conversion chart at right

link: an abbreviation for b,

MEB: byte: A unit of measurement for electronic data
equal 1o 1000 kilobytes; see conversion chart at right

meobile device: 2 portable device like a cell phone,
or e-reader like Kindle (see above

mobile-responsive design: an approach to designing
websites that allows them to change for easier reading and 3
more pleasant experience when they are viewed ona mobile

MOOC: » v
which can be taken at any time, open to anyone with

ee online course,

/e open of ourse
Internet access

MP3: 5 type of audio file; an iPod is a popular type of 1423

player
MP4: 3 type of video file

one-to-one (1:1): an arrangement in which there isone
device or computer per person

open source: usually applied 1o software, aterm that
indicates that the code used to build the software is freely
vailable to anyone who wants to see or modify it for their

is an open source software

operating system (0S): basically, the boss of 3 computer
the software that supports all of 3 computer's basic

functions, like running other software, managing memory,
and operating hardware; (Windows 8 and Mac OS are two

popular operating systems

1,000 KB
1,000 MB
1,000 GB

1MB
1GB
1B
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80+ Tech Terms

hyperlinked to the Glossary

W-Z

WAV file: 2 type of audiofile

known a ype of
software that allows u: © usethe Internes; popular
rs are Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer, Safari, and

webinar: a blend of wep and s= v, @ live event that
happens onling, rather than in person

Wi-Fi: 3 technology that allows computers and other de
to connect to the Internet wirele:

jices

hotspotis 3

wiki: 5
content; (
the Internet)

bzite that sllows multiple editors to edit its
is the largest and most popular wiki on

WYSIWYG:

where the builder wants them, as cpposed to writing
instructions out in code, then checking to see how they look
onling; (Wix has a WYSIWYG editor, which is why it's
recommended for people who have limited web design
experience.)

Zip File: 5 file that contains 2 collection of other files that

h been compressed - or reduced in size - to make them
easier to send; to learn more, read Ho
and Hi ]
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tomo ThingLink, 118, 157
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that page. ~
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TikaTok, 81 Webs (site building tool), 51
Title | schools, 32 website building tools, 43

TodaysMeet,

Weebly, 23, 54

ng, Sarah Brown, 154

Are

Wideo, 202

INDEX

Too Moisy, 38

touchscreen, 227

Trello, 79

Tumblr, 182
Turning Technologies, 40

tweet, 190

If you hear about a tool or a term

See those little

Wonderopolis, 178

you're not sure of—you don't Vord, Microsof, 92, 146, 165, underlined
even know what category it might orderess. 25 56 223 “ﬁmPerSﬁ ik
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0 ) H URL, 228 WYSIWYG, 228
come to.the mdex. I'f it's in the b s appear.
book, it will be in the index, along Eablet Yahoo, 226
0 . . . Veronica Mars, 212 young children, tools for, 32
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