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The Ultimate CSS Reference (Chapter 8)


Thank you for downloading this sample chapter from The Ultimate CSS

Reference, by Tommy Olsson and Paul O'Brian.

This excerpt encapsulates the Summary of Contents, Information about the

Author and SitePoint, Table of Contents, and Chapter 8: Layout Properties.

We hope you find this information useful in evaluating the book.


For more information, visit sitepoint.com 

http://www.sitepoint.com/launch/7572d0
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Chapter 8 
Layout Properties 
Layout properties allow authors to control the visibility, position, and behavior of 

the generated boxes for document elements. CSS layout is a complex topic and 

further information can be found in CSS Layout and Formatting (p. 139). 

Layout Properties 
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display
 
display: { block | inline | inline-block |
 

inline-table | list-item | run-in | table |
 

table-caption | table-cell | table-column |
 

table-column-group | table-footer-group |
 

table-header-group | table-row | table-row-group |
 

none | inherit } ;
 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 

CSS1, 2, 2.1inlineNO 
BROWSER SUPPORT 

Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE5.5+ 
FULLFULLPARTIAL PARTIAL 

This property controls the type of box 

an element generates. 

The computed value may differ from 

the specified value for the root element 

and for floated or absolutely positioned 

elements; see The Relationship Between 

display, position, and float (p. 184) for 

details about the relationship between 

the display, float  (p. 269), and 

position  (p. 267) properties. 

Example 

The following rule will cause a elements 
that are descendants of the .menu element 
to render as block elements instead of 
inline elements: 

.menu a {
 display: block; 
} 

Note that a user agent style sheet may override the initial value of inline for some 

elements. 

Value 

block	 block makes the element generate a block box. 

inline	 inline makes the element generate one or more inline 

boxes. 

inline-block	 inline-block makes the element generate a block box 

that’s laid out as if it were an inline box. 

inline-table	 inline-tablemakes the element behave like a table that’s 

laid out as if it were an inline box. 
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list-item
 

run-in
 

table
 

table-caption
 

table-cell
 

table-column
 

table-column-group
 

table-footer-group
 

table-header-group
 

table-row
 

table-row-group
 

list-item makes the element generate a principal block 

box and a list-item inline box for the list marker. 

A value of run-in makes the element generate either a 

block box or an inline box, depending on the context. If 

the run-in box doesn’t contain a block box, and is followed 

by a sibling block box (except a table caption) in the 

normal flow that isn’t, and doesn’t contain, a run-in box, 

the run-in box becomes the first inline box of the sibling 

block box. Otherwise, the run-in box becomes a block 

box. 

table makes the element behave like a table. 

table-caption makes the element behave like a table 

caption. 

table-cell makes the element behave like a table cell. 

table-column makes the element behave like a table 

column. 

table-column-group makes the element behave like a 

table column group. 

table-footer-group makes the element behave like a 

table footer row group. 

table-header-group makes the element behave like a 

table header row group. 

table-row makes the element behave like a table row. 

table-row-group makes the element behave like a table 

body row group. 

Layout Properties 
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none A value of none makes the element generate no box at all. 

Descendant boxes cannot generate boxes either, even if 

their display property is set to something other than none. 

Compatibility 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

FullFullFullFullPartial Partial Partial Partial Partial Partial 

Internet Explorer versions up to and including 7: 

■	 don’t support the values inline-table, run-in, table, table-caption, 

table-cell, table-column, table-column-group, table-row, and 

table-row-group 

■	 only support the values table-footer-group and table-header-group for thead 

and tfoot elements in HTML 

■ only support the value inline-block for elements that are naturally inline or 

have been set to inline outside the declaration block 

■	 treat block as list-item on li elements in HTML 

■	 will apply a layout (p. 158) to inline-block elements 

■	 don’t support the value inherit 

Firefox versions up to and including 2.0, and Opera 9.2 and prior versions: 

■ only support the value table-column-group for colgroup elements in HTML 

■ only support the value table-column for col elements in HTML 

Firefox versions up to and including 2.0 don’t support the values inline-block, 

inline-table, or run-in. 



267Layout Properties 

position
 
position: { absolute | fixed | relative | static |
 

inherit } ;
 

The position property, together with 

the float property, controls the way in 

which the position of the element’s 

generated box is computed. See 

Positioning (p. 176) for details about 

element positioning. 

Boxes with a position value other than 

static are said to be positioned. Their 

vertical placement in the stacking 

context is determined by the z-index 

(p. 279) property. 

Value 

absolute
 

fixed The value fixed generates an absolutely positioned box that’s 

positioned relative to the initial containing block (normally the 

viewport). The position can be specified using one or more of the 

properties top  (p. 275), right  (p. 276), bottom  (p. 277), and left 

(p. 278). In the print media type, the element is rendered on every page. 

relative The value relative generates a positioned box whose position is first 

computed as for the normal flow. The generated box is then offset from 

this position according to the properties top  (p. 275) or bottom  (p. 277) 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 
CSS2staticNO 

BROWSER SUPPORT 
Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE5.5+ 

FULLFULLFULLBUGGY 

Example 

This style rule makes the element with ID 
"sidebar" absolutely positioned at the top 
right-hand corner of its containing block: 

#sidebar {
 position: absolute;
 top: 0;
 right: 0; 
} 

The value absolute generates an absolutely positioned box that’s 

positioned relative to its containing block. The position can be specified 

using one or more of the properties top  (p. 275), right  (p. 276), bottom 

(p. 277), and left  (p. 278). Absolutely positioned boxes are removed 

from the flow and have no effect on later siblings. Margins on absolutely 

positioned boxes never collapse with margins on other boxes. 

Layout Properties 
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and/or left  (p. 278) or right  (p. 276). The position of the following 

box is computed as if the relatively positioned box occupied the 

position that was computed before the box was offset. This value cannot 

be used for table cells, columns, column groups, rows, row groups, or 

captions. 

static	 The value static generates a box that isn’t positioned, but occurs in 

the normal flow. The properties top  (p. 275), right  (p. 276), bottom 

(p. 277), left  (p. 278), and z-index  (p. 279) are ignored for static boxes. 

Compatibility 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

FullFullFullFullFullFullFullBuggyBuggyBuggy 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 6 don’t support the 

value fixed. 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 6 have problems with 

margin calculations for absolutely positioned boxes. Percentages for dimensions 

are computed relative to the parent block, rather than the containing block. Consider 

this example: 

<div id="containing">

 <div id="parent">

 <div id="child"></div>


 </div>
 
</div>
 

#containing {

 position: relative;

 width: 200px;

 height:200px;
 
}
 
#parent {

 width: 100px;

 height: 100px;
 
}
 
#child {

 position: absolute;
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top: 10px;

 left: 10px;

 width: 50%;

 height: 50%;
 
}
 

Here, the element with ID "child" is absolutely positioned, and therefore its 

containing block is the one generated by the element with the (convenient) ID 

"containing"—the "child" element’s nearest positioned ancestor. IE6 and earlier 

versions will make the "child" element 50 pixels square—50% of the element with 

the ID "parent"—instead of the expected 100 pixels, since they base the calculation 

on the dimensions of the parent block rather than the containing block. 

Internet Explorer versions up to and including 7: 

■	 always generate a new stacking context (p. 179) for positioned boxes, even if 

z-index is auto 

■	 don’t support the value inherit 

In Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7, a position value 

of absolute will cause an element to gain a layout (p. 158), as will a value of fixed 

in version 7. 

Layout Properties 

float
 
float: { left | right | none | inherit } ;
 

This property specifies whether or not 

a box should float and, if so, if it should 

float to the left or to the right. A floating 

box is shifted to the left or to the right 

as far as it can go, and non-floating 

content in the normal flow will flow 

around it on the opposite side. The 

float property is ignored for elements 

Example 

This style rule makes the box generated by 
the element with ID "nav" float to the left: 

#nav {
 float: left; 
} 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 
CSS1noneNO 

BROWSER SUPPORT 
Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE5.5+ 
BUGGYFULLBUGGYBUGGY 
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that are absolutely positioned. User agents are also allowed to ignore it when it’s 

applied to the root element. 

See Floating and Clearing (p. 180) for more information about the behavior of floated 

elements. 

Value 

left makes the element generate a block box that is floated to the left 

right makes the element generate a block box that is floated to the right 

none makes the element generate a box that is not floated 

Compatibility 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

BuggyFullFullFullBuggyBuggyBuggyBuggyBuggyBuggy 

Internet Explorer versions up to and including 6 add three pixels of padding (in the 

floated direction) to adjacent line boxes. 

In Internet Explorer versions up to and including 6, the left or right margins are 

doubled on floated elements that touch their parents’ side edges. The margin value 

is doubled on the side that touches the parent. A simple fix for this problem is to 

set display to inline for the floated element. 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7: 

■	 will place a floated box below an immediately preceding line box 

■	 will expand a left-floated box to the width of the containing block if it has a 

right-floated child and a computed width of auto 

■	 will apply a layout (p. 158) to a floated element 

■	 don’t support the value inherit 

In Firefox versions up to and including 2.0, a floated box appears below an 

immediately preceding line box. A left-floated box with a right-floated child and a 

computed width of auto expands to the width of the containing block. 
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In Opera up to and including version 9.2, if the computed width of the floated box 

is auto and it has floated children, its width is computed as if the floats don’t wrap 

and aren’t cleared. 

Other Relevant Stuff 
clear  (p. 271) 

prevents a box from being adjacent to floated boxes 

clear
 
clear: { none | left | right | both | inherit } ;
 

This property specifies which sides of 

an element’s box (or boxes) can’t be 

adjacent to any floated boxes. This 

property can clear an element only from 

floated boxes within the same block 

formatting context (p. 164). It doesn’t 

clear the element from floated child 

boxes within the element itself. 

The clearance is achieved by adding 

space above the top margin of the 

element, if necessary, until the top of the element’s border edge is below the bottom 

edge of any boxes floated in the specified direction or directions. 

Example 

This style rule prevents all pre elements 
in an HTML document from being adjacent 
to a previously floated box: 

pre {
 clear: both; 
} 

When clear is specified for a run-in box, it applies to the block box to which the 

run-in box eventually belongs. 

See Floating and Clearing (p. 180) for more information about the behavior of cleared 

elements. 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 
CSS1noneNO 

BROWSER SUPPORT 
Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE5.5+ 

FULLFULLFULLBUGGY 
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Value 

left	 The value left adds space above the element’s generated box, if necessary, 

to put its top border edge below the bottom edge of any left-floating boxes 

previously generated by elements in the same block formatting context. 

right	 The value right adds space above the element’s generated box, if necessary, 

to put its top border edge below the bottom edge of any right-floating boxes 

previously generated by elements in the same block formatting context. 

both	 The value both adds space above the element’s generated box, if necessary, 

to put its top border edge below the bottom edge of any floating boxes that 

were previously generated by elements in the same block formatting context. 

none	 The value none doesn’t clear any previously floated boxes. 

Compatibility 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

FullFullFullFullFullFullFullBuggyBuggyBuggy 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 6 exhibit a bug known 

as the peekaboo bug, wherein a cleared element that touches the floating box(es) it 

clears may become invisible. 

Internet Explorer for Windows version 7: 

■	 doesn’t clear elements with an unshared ancestor whose height value is anything 

other than auto 

■	 doesn’t clear floated elements if the clear property is specified for an element 

floating in the opposite direction 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7 don’t support the 

value inherit. 
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float  (p. 269) 

specifies whether a box should float to the left or right, or not float at all 
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visibility
 
visibility: { visible | hidden | collapse |
 

inherit } ;
 

This property specifies whether an 

element is visible—that is, whether the 

box(es) that are generated by an element 

are rendered. 

Note that even if a box in the normal 

flow is hidden, it still affects the layout 

of other elements, unlike the behavior 

that occurs when we suppress box 

generation altogether by setting display 

to none. Descendant boxes of a hidden box will be visible if their visibility is set 

to visible, whereas descendants of an element for which display is set to none 

can never generate boxes of their own. 

Example 

This style rule makes the element with ID 
"dynamic" generate an invisible box. It can 
be made visible using client-side scripting: 

#dynamic {
 visibility: hidden; 
} 

The initial value and the inheritability were changed in CSS2.1 to address the 

previously undefined state for the root element. 

Value 

visible	 The value visible makes the generated boxes visible. 

hidden	 The value hiddenmakes the generated boxes invisible without removing 

them from the layout. Descendant boxes can be made visible. 

collapse	 The value collapse is only meaningful for certain internal table objects: 

rows, row groups, columns, and column groups. It causes the object to 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 

CSS2, 2.1visibleYES 
BROWSER SUPPORT 

Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE5.5+ 
BUGGYPARTIAL FULLPARTIAL 
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be removed from the display; the space it occupied will be filled by 

subsequent siblings. This doesn’t affect the table layout in any other 

way, so the user agent doesn’t have to recompute the layout of the table. 

If a spanned row or column intersects the collapsed object, it is clipped. 

When it’s specified for any other element than these internal table 

objects, collapse causes the same behavior as hidden. 

Compatibility 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

BuggyPartial Partial Partial FullFullFullPartial Partial Partial 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7: 

■	 don’t support the value collapse 

■	 don’t support the value inherit 

■	 don’t allow descendant boxes of an element whose visibility value is hidden 

to be made visible if the ancestor has a layout (p. 158) 

Opera 9.2 and prior versions treat the value collapsed as hidden for all elements. 

Safari versions up to and including 2.0 don’t support the value collapse. 
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top
 
top: { length | percentage | auto | inherit } ;
 

For absolutely positioned boxes, this 

property specifies how far the top 

margin edge of the box is offset below 

the top padding edge of its containing 

block. However, should the value for 

top be auto (the initial value), the top 

margin edge of the box will be 

positioned at the top content edge of its 

containing block. 

For relatively positioned boxes, this 

property specifies how far the top edge of the box is offset below the position it 

would have had in the normal flow. 

Example 

This style rule makes the element with ID 
"logo" generate a relatively positioned box 
that’s shifted down by ten pixels: 

#logo {
 position: relative;
 top: 10px; 
} 

Compatibility 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 
CSS2autoNO 

BROWSER SUPPORT 
Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE7+ 

FULLFULLFULLFULL 

Layout Properties Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

FullFullFullFullFullFullFullFullBuggyBuggy 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 6: 

■	 compute percentage values on the basis of the height of the parent block, rather 

than of the containing block 

■	 don’t support the specification of both the position and the dimensions of an 

absolutely positioned element using top, right, bottom, and left together; 

they’ll use the last vertical and horizontal position specified, and need the 

dimensions to be specified using width and height 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7 don’t support the 

value inherit. 
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right
 
right: { length | percentage | auto | inherit } ;
 

For absolutely positioned boxes, this
 

property specifies how far the right
 

margin edge of the box is offset from the
 

left of the right padding edge of its
 

containing block.
 

For relatively positioned boxes, this
 

property specifies how far the right edge
 

of the box is offset from the left of the
 

position it would have had in the
 

normal flow.
 

If both right and left have a value
 

other than auto, the offset is over-constrained. If the direction property is ltr,
 

right will be ignored. If direction is rtl, left will be ignored.
 

Example 

This style rule makes the element with ID 
"sidebar" generate an absolutely 
positioned box at the top right-hand corner 
of its containing block: 

#sidebar {
 position: absolute;
 top: 0;
 right: 0; 
} 

Compatibility 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 
CSS2autoNO 

BROWSER SUPPORT 
Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE7+ 
FULLFULLFULLFULL 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

FullFullFullFullFullFullFullFullBuggyBuggy 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 6: 

■	 compute percentage values on the basis of the width of the parent block, rather 

than that of the containing block 

■	 don’t support the specification of both the position and the dimensions of an 

absolutely positioned element using top, right, bottom, and left together; 

they’ll use the last vertical and horizontal position specified, and need the 

dimensions to be specified using width and height 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7 don’t support the 

value inherit. 
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bottom
 
bottom: { length | percentage | auto | inherit } ;
 

For absolutely positioned boxes, this 

property specifies how far the bottom 

margin edge of the box is offset above 

the bottom padding edge of its 

containing block. 

For relatively positioned boxes, this 

property specifies how far the bottom 

edge of the box is offset above the 

position it would have had in the 

normal flow. 

If both top and bottom have a value other than auto, bottom is ignored. 

Example 

This style rule makes the element with ID 
"logo" generate a relatively positioned box 
that’s shifted ten pixels upward: 

#logo {
 position: relative;
 bottom: 10px; 
} 

Compatibility 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 
CSS2autoNO 

BROWSER SUPPORT 
Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE7+ 

FULLFULLFULLFULL 

Layout Properties 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

FullFullFullFullFullFullFullFullBuggyBuggy 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 6: 

■	 compute percentage values on the basis of the height of the parent block, rather 

than of the containing block 

■	 are one pixel off when bottom and right are used to specify the position, and 

the offset is an odd number of pixels 

■	 don’t support the specification of both the position and the dimensions of an 

absolutely positioned element using top, right, bottom, and left together; 

they’ll use the last vertical and horizontal position specified, and need the 

dimensions to be specified using width and height 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7 don’t support the 

value inherit. 
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left
 
left: { length | percentage | auto | inherit } ;
 

For absolutely positioned boxes, this 

property specifies how far the left 

margin edge of the box is offset to the 

right of the left padding edge of its 

containing block. However, should the 

value for left be auto (the initial 

value), the left margin edge of the box 

is positioned at the left content edge of 

its containing block. 

For relatively positioned boxes, this 

property specifies how far the left edge 

of the box is offset to the right of the 

position it would have had in the normal flow. If both right and left have a value 

other than auto, the offset is over-constrained. If the direction property is ltr, 

right will be ignored. If direction is rtl, left will be ignored. 

Example 

This style rule makes the element with ID 
"nav" generate an absolutely positioned 
box at the top left-hand corner of its 
containing block: 

#nav {
 position: absolute;
 top: 0;
 left: 0; 
} 

Compatibility 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 
CSS2autoNO 

BROWSER SUPPORT 
Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE7+ 
FULLFULLFULLFULL 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

FullFullFullFullFullFullFullFullBuggyBuggy 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 6: 

■	 compute percentage values on the basis of the width of the parent block, rather 

than that of the containing block 

■	 don’t support the specification of both the position and the dimensions of an 

absolutely positioned element using top, right, bottom, and left together; 

they’ll use the last vertical and horizontal position specified, and need the 

dimensions to be specified using width and height 
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Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7 don’t support the 

value inherit. 

z-index
 
z-index: { integer | auto | inherit } ;
 

This property specifies the stack level 

of a box whose position value is one 

of absolute, fixed, or relative. 

The stack level refers to the position of 

the box along the z axis, which runs 

perpendicular to the display. The higher 

the value, the closer the box is to the 

user; in other words, a box with a high 

z-indexwill obscure a box with a lower 

z-index occupying the same location 

along the x and y axes. 

has stack level 0 (zero) in the new context. 

The value auto gives the box the same stack level as its parent, and doesn’t establish 

a new stacking context. 

Compatibility 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 
CSS2autoNO 

BROWSER SUPPORT 
Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE5.5+ 

FULLFULLBUGGYBUGGY 

Example 

This style rule makes the element with ID 
"warning" absolutely positioned and 
assigns it a higher stack level than its 
siblings: 

#warning {
 position: absolute;
 z-index: 1; 
} 

See Stacking Contexts (p. 179) for more information about stacking contexts. 

Value 

An integer value—which can be negative—sets the stack level of the box in the 

current stacking context, and also establishes a new stacking context. The box itself 

Layout Properties 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

FullFullFullFullBuggyBuggyBuggyBuggyBuggyBuggy 
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In Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 6, select elements 

always appear on top of everything else; their stack level can’t be changed. 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7 always use the nearest 

positioned ancestor to determine the stacking context for the element in question. 

Internet Explorer for Windows version 7 treats the value auto as if it were 0 (zero). 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7 don’t support the 

value inherit. 

In Firefox versions up to and including 2, a negative stack level positions the box 

behind the stacking context, rather than above the context’s background and borders 

and below block-level descendants in the normal flow. 

Other Relevant Stuff 
position  (p. 267) 

specifies the positioning scheme used to position an element 

overflow
 
overflow: { auto | hidden | scroll | visible |
 

inherit } ;
 

This property specifies the behavior that 

occurs when an element’s content 

overflows the element’s box. 

The default behavior is to make the 

overflowing content visible, but it can 

be changed so that the content is 

clipped to the confines of the element’s 

box, optionally providing a mechanism 

for scrolling the content. 

Example 

This style rule makes the pre element type 
in HTML generate a fixed-sized box with 
visible scrollbars: 

pre {
 width: 40em;
 height: 20em;
 overflow: scroll; 
} 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 
CSS2visibleNO 

BROWSER SUPPORT 
Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE7+ 
FULLFULLFULLFULL 
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If the overflow property is applied to the body or html elements in an HTML 

document, the user agent may apply it to the viewport. This does not apply to 

XHTML, though. 

If a scrollbar needs to be provided, the user agent should insert it between the 

element’s outer padding edge and its inner border edge. The space occupied by the 

scrollbar should be subtracted (by the user agent) from the computed width or 

height, so that the inner border edge is preserved. 

Boxes with an overflow value other than visible will expand vertically to enclose 

any floated descendant boxes. 

Margins will never collapse for a box with an overflow value other than visible. 

Value 

auto	 The behavior of auto isn’t specified in any detail in the CSS2.1 

specification. In existing implementations it provides scrollbar(s) when 

necessary, but it doesn’t show scrollbars unless the content overflows 

the element’s box. 

hidden	 hidden causes content that overflows the element’s box to be clipped. 

No scrolling mechanism will be provided, so the overflow will be 

invisible and inaccessible. 

scroll	 scroll clips overflowing content, just like hidden, but provides a 

scrolling mechanism so that the overflow can be accessed. This scrolling 

mechanism is present whether the content overflows the element’s box 

or not, to prevent it from appearing and disappearing in a dynamic 

layout. When the output medium is print, this value allows overflowing 

content to be printed (as if the value were visible). 

visible	 visible allows overflowing content to be visible. It will be rendered 

outside the element’s box, and may thus overlap other content. 

Layout Properties 
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Compatibility 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

FullFullFullFullFullFullFullFullBuggyBuggy 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 6: 

■	 will not apply a value specified for the body element to the viewport, if the 

computed value for the html element is visible 

■	 will increase the width and height of the element when the value is specified as 

visible, instead of rendering the overflow outside the element’s box; if the value 

is auto, hidden, or scroll, and the element’s width is specified as auto, the 

width will increase to avoid overflow 

In Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7: 

■	 a relatively positioned child of an element whose overflow value is auto or 

scroll will behave as if the position were specified as fixed; if overflow is 

hidden, a relatively positioned element will be visible if the generated box lies 

outside the parent’s box 

■	 the value inherit is unsupported 

In Internet Explorer for Windows version 7, the values auto, hidden, and scroll 

cause an element to gain a layout (p. 158). 

Firefox versions up to and including 2 apply overflow to table row groups. 
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clip
 
clip: { shape | auto | inherit } ;
 

This property sets the clipping region 

for an absolutely positioned element. 

Any part of an element that would 

render outside the clipping region will 

be invisible. This includes the content 

of the element and its children, 

backgrounds, borders, outlines, and 

even any visible scrolling mechanism. 

Clipping may be further influenced by 

any clipping regions that are set for the 

element’s ancestors, and whether or not 

those have a visibility property 

whose value is something other than 

border box. 

Value 

If the value is specified as auto, no clipping will be applied. 

The only shape value that’s allowed in CSS2.1 is a rectangle, which must be specified 

using the rect() functional notation. The function takes four comma-separated 

arguments—top, right, bottom, and left—in the usual TRouBLe order. Each argument 

is either auto or a length, and negative length values are allowed. The top and 

bottom positions are relative to the top border edge of the element’s box. The left 

and right positions are relative to the left border edge in a left-to-right environment, 

or to the right border edge in a right-to-left environment. When specified as auto, 

the position is that of the corresponding border edge. 

SPEC 
version initialinherited 

CSS2, 2.1autoNO 
BROWSER SUPPORT 

Op9.2+Saf1.3+FF1+IE5.5+ 
FULLFULLFULLPARTIAL 

Example 

This style rule assigns a clipping region of 
200×100 pixels for the element with ID 
"tunnel-vision". The upper left-hand 
corner of the clipping region is at position 
(50,50) with respect to the element’s box: 

#tunnel-vision {
 width: 400px;
 height: 200px;
 clip: rect(50px, 250px, 150px, 

➥  50px); 
} 

visible. Clipping may also occur at the edges of the browser window, or the margins 

of the paper (when printing). 

The default clipping region is a rectangle with the same dimensions as the element’s 
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Note that the interpretation of positions specified in the rect() functional notation 

changed between CSS2 and CSS2.1. In CSS2, each value specified the offset from 

the corresponding border edge. 

Compatibility 

Opera SafariFirefox Internet Explorer 
9.23.02.01.32.01.51.07.06.05.5 

FullFullFullFullFullFullFullPartial Partial Partial 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7 do not support the 

recommended syntax for the rect() notation. However, they do support a deprecated 

syntax where the arguments are separated by whitespace rather than commas. 

Internet Explorer for Windows versions up to and including 7 don’t support the 

value inherit. 
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Alphabetic Property Index 
This is a complete, alphabetical list of the CSS properties contained in this reference. 

background  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 312
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background-color  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299
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border-collapse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 293
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