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The ultimate solution for corporate finance and  
M&A research 
 
M&A Research Catalyst delivers clear and easy to interpret reports specifically created for M&A 
research. It combines information on companies, comparable deals and valuations, alongside an 
interface to help you identify targets or acquirers, and value companies.

Bringing our expertise on companies and deals 
together in one platform

Information on 
companies

Information on 
deals

Your bases 
covered



M&A Research Catalyst provides you  
with M&A tailored information in an  
easy-to-interpret report, including: 

•	 Financials

•	 Earnings estimates

•	 News and deals

•	 Comparable companies 

•	 Comparable deals

•	 DCF valuation 

•	 Valuation multiples

You can also get a detailed report of your subject 
company that draws on the extensive information 
available in Orbis. Click on each item label or 
financial value to access the definition and 
calculation and drill down to the source data and 
see both the formulae used and the data points.

Reports tailored for M&A research



Get comparable companies and deals, instantly 
 
M&A Research Catalyst instantly generates a financial profile of companies and deals comparable to your  
subject company.

You can modify these default comparables or even choose your own.

Get quick company valuations – that you can fine tune 
 
M&A Research Catalyst delivers company valuations and multiples via three approaches – comparable companies, 
comparable deals and a DCF valuation.

Comparable deal and company valuations are created from the median value of the comparables in the report. The 
median is based on 10 comparable companies and 50 comparable deals.

Comparable companies valuation: 
A popular valuation method in M&A 
research and corporate finance. 
It uses valuation multiples from 
similar publicly traded companies. 
It’s easy to calculate and easy to 
communicate to stakeholders.

Comparable deals valuation: 
Uses valuation multiples from 
comparable M&A deals in the same 
industry as the subject company. 
This valuation method reflects 
industry trends and can be useful to 
potential buyers and sellers in M&A 
negotiations and discussions. 

DCF valuation:
Uses historic and projected financial 
information to estimate the present 
value of the future cash flows a 
company is expected to generate. 
DCF is considered the most 
theoretically correct valuation method 
and uses a more rigorous valuation 
approach compared to other 
valuation methods.

Enterprise value:
Enterprise value is a key metric 
because it represents the total value 
of a company. Additionally, enterprise 
value ratios are widely used for 
business valuation. For example, 
Enterprise Value/EBITDA ratio and 
Enterprise Value/Sales ratio are 
commonly used to determine relative 
value of firms. 

Tailor the DCF
Adapt the DCF valuations according to your knowledge and expertise of the subject company or sector by editing the 
default options such as risk-free rate, risk premium and raw beta.

You can conduct a sensitivity analysis and see how the valuation changes with different values of WACC and terminal 
growth rate. DCF parameters include cost of equity, cost of debt and projections which can be modified using your own 
data. You can also define the base year free cash flow used to calculate the enterprise value.



Find potential targets or acquirers 
M&A Research Catalyst makes it easy to search for companies with specific profiles so you can build precise lists of 
relevant target or acquirer companies. Search criteria include:

•	 M&A history

•	 Ownership status

•	 Detailed industry searches

•	 Directors

•	 Financial performances

•	 Earnings estimates

•	 Stock data

 

Key benefits of M&A Research Catalyst 
•	 Explore companies from an M&A perspective using a single, easy-to-use interface

•	 Access detailed, underlying company information 

•	 Identify appropriate acquisition targets/acquirers

•	 Have access to a huge universe of 170* million companies globally from the Orbis database

•	 Get the definitive company and deal data together in one place 

•	 Export reports into Excel for further analysis

•	 Get quick access to the previous five years’ performance metrics 

•	 Find deal information, including the latest deals involving the subject company, along with other industry relevant 
rumoured, announced and completed deals

•	 Access robust information on financials, comparable companies, comparable deals, DCF valuation and company 
valuation multiples for comprehensive M&A research 

*August 2015 – Coverage is increasing all the time
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Belgium
tel: 32 2 639 06 06
brussels@bvdinfo.com

Netherlands 
tel: 31 (0) 20 5400 100
amsterdam@bvdinfo.com 

Slovak Republic
tel: 421 2 682 86 760
bratislava@bvdinfo.com

United States
tel: 1 (212) 797 3550
newyork@bvdinfo.com
 
tel: 1 (415) 773 1107 
sanfrancisco@bvdinfo.com 

tel: 1 (312) 235-2515
chicago@bvdinfo.com

tel: 1 (202) 905 2079
washingtondc@bvdinfo.com

Argentina
tel: 54 (11) 5246 5065
buenosaires@bvdinfo.com

United Kingdom
tel: 44 (0)20 7549 5000
london@bvdinfo.com

tel: 44 (0)161 829 0760
manchester@bvdinfo.com

Italy
tel: 39 02 43 98 22 77
milan@bvdinfo.com

tel: 39 06 840 4611
rome@bvdinfo.com

Russian Federation 
tel: +7 495 739 5712
moscow@bvdinfo.com

United Arab Emirates 
tel: 971 4 4391703
dubai@bvdinfo.com 

South Africa 
tel: 27 (0) 11 881 5993
johannesburg@bvdinfo.com

Mexico
tel: 5255 3683 8080
mexico@bvdinfo.com

France
tel: 33 1 53 45 46 00
paris@bvdinfo.com 

Spain 
tel: 34 91 310 38 04
madrid@bvdinfo.com
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tel: 351 211 528 700
lisbon@bvdinfo.com 
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tel: 43 (1) 606 11 96 0
vienna@bvdinfo.com

Japan
tel: 813 5775 3900
tokyo@bvdinfo.com

China  
tel: 86 10 8515 2255 
beijing@bvdinfo.com

tel: 86 21 2312 7527
shanghai@bvdinfo.com

Germany
tel: 49 (69) 963 665 0
frankfurt@bvdinfo.com

Switzerland
tel: 41 44 269 85 00
zurich@bvdinfo.com  

tel: 41 22 735 48 79
geneva@bvdinfo.com

Denmark
tel: 45 33 4545 20
copenhagen@bvdinfo.com

Sweden
tel: 46 8 51 51 04 80
stockholm@bvdinfo.com 

Singapore
tel: 65 6496 9000
singapore@bvdinfo.com

Australia
tel: +61 (0) 2922 330 88
sydney@bvdinfo.com

South Korea
tel: 82 2 3789 6727
seoul@bvdinfo.com


