
th
eWhisky

Review

theWhiskyReview.com
Tasting Notes Book

Nasal effects
Pungent
Prickle
Nose warming
Nose drying

Distillery

Region

Name
Nose

Palate

Owned

Score

ABV

Colour Yes / No

%

/100

Age Years

Bottler

Nose:
Palate:
Finish:
Other:

Comments

Wine
Sherried
Nutty
Chocolate
Oily

Feint
Plastic
Sweaty
Tobacco
Leathery
Honey

Primary taste
Bitter
Salty
Sour
Sweet

Wood
Fresh Wood
Aged Wood
Vanilla
Toasted

Fruit
Citric
Fresh Fruit
Cooked Fruit
Dried Fruit
Solvent

Floral
Fragrant
Green-House
Leafy
Hay-Like

Sulphur
Vegetative
Coal-Gas
Rubbery
Sandy

Cereal
Cooked Mash
Cooked Veg
Malt Extract
Husky
Yeasty

Peat
Medicinal
Smokey
Kippery
Mossy

Wine
Sherried
Nutty
Chocolate
Oily

Feint
Plastic
Sweaty
Tobacco
Leathery
Honey

Fruit
Citric
Fresh Fruit
Cooked Fruit
Dried Fruit
Solvent

Floral
Fragrant
Green-House
Leafy
Hay-Like

Sulphur
Vegetative
Coal-Gas
Rubbery
Sandy

Cereal
Cooked Mash
Cooked Veg
Malt Extract
Husky
Yeasty

Wood
Fresh Wood
Aged Wood
Vanilla
Toasted

Peat
Medicinal
Smokey
Kippery
Mossy

Finish
Length
Short
Medium
long

Wine
Sherried
Nutty
Chocolate
Oily

Feint
Plastic
Sweaty
Tobacco
Leathery
Honey

Wood
Fresh Wood
Aged Wood
Vanilla
Toasted

Fruit
Citric
Fresh Fruit
Cooked Fruit
Dried Fruit
Solvent

Floral
Fragrant
Green-House
Leafy
Hay-Like

Sulphur
Vegetative
Coal-Gas
Rubbery
Sandy

Cereal
Cooked Mash
Cooked Veg
Malt Extract
Husky
Yeasty

Peat
Medicinal
Smokey
Kippery
Mossy

Country Type Single/ Cask/ Malt/ Grain/ Rye/ Wheat/ Corn/ Blend/ Liqueur

Nasal effects
Pungent
Prickle
Nose warming
Nose drying

Distillery

Region

Name
Nose

Palate

Owned

Score

ABV

Colour Yes / No

%

/100

Age Years

Bottler

Nose:
Palate:
Finish:
Other:

Comments

Wine
Sherried
Nutty
Chocolate
Oily

Feint
Plastic
Sweaty
Tobacco
Leathery
Honey

Primary taste
Bitter
Salty
Sour
Sweet

Wood
Fresh Wood
Aged Wood
Vanilla
Toasted

Fruit
Citric
Fresh Fruit
Cooked Fruit
Dried Fruit
Solvent

Floral
Fragrant
Green-House
Leafy
Hay-Like

Sulphur
Vegetative
Coal-Gas
Rubbery
Sandy

Cereal
Cooked Mash
Cooked Veg
Malt Extract
Husky
Yeasty

Peat
Medicinal
Smokey
Kippery
Mossy

Peat
Medicinal
Smokey
Kippery
Mossy

Wine
Sherried
Nutty
Chocolate
Oily

Feint
Plastic
Sweaty
Tobacco
Leathery
Honey

Fruit
Citric
Fresh Fruit
Cooked Fruit
Dried Fruit
Solvent

Floral
Fragrant
Green-House
Leafy
Hay-Like

Sulphur
Vegetative
Coal-Gas
Rubbery
Sandy

Cereal
Cooked Mash
Cooked Veg
Malt Extract
Husky
Yeasty

Wood
Fresh Wood
Aged Wood
Vanilla
Toasted

Wood
Fresh Wood
Aged Wood
Vanilla
Toasted

Peat
Medicinal
Smokey
Kippery
Mossy

Peat
Medicinal
Smokey
Kippery
Mossy

Finish
Length
Short
Medium
long

Wine
Sherried
Nutty
Chocolate
Oily

Feint
Plastic
Sweaty
Tobacco
Leathery
Honey

Wood
Fresh Wood
Aged Wood
Vanilla
Toasted

Fruit
Citric
Fresh Fruit
Cooked Fruit
Dried Fruit
Solvent

Floral
Fragrant
Green-House
Leafy
Hay-Like

Sulphur
Vegetative
Coal-Gas
Rubbery
Sandy

Cereal
Cooked Mash
Cooked Veg
Malt Extract
Husky
Yeasty

Peat
Medicinal
Smokey
Kippery
Mossy

Peat
Medicinal
Smokey
Kippery
Mossy

Country Type Single/ Cask/ Malt/ Grain/ Rye/ Wheat/ Corn/ Blend/ Liqueur



Guide to completing these Notes:

Country 
Where does this Whisky originate from?

Region 
What area of the above country (if relevant)?

Distillery 
What is the name of the distillery (if known)?

Type
Is it a Single Malt, Blended Malt, Grain, Rye, Corn, Blended or Liqueur 
Whisky?

Bottler
Is it bottled by the Distiller (OB) or by an independent bottler (IB)? If it is 
the later then name them.

Age
What age statement is on the bottle? If it is not stated then write NAS

ABV
What’s the % of alcohol? In the UK, proof-to-ABV ratio is 7:4. In the US, it's 2:1

Owned
Do you currently own a bottle of this Whisky?

Colour
Hold the glass of whisky at an angle, against white paper and compare 
with the colour chart. The back cover of this book is designed for this

The Nosing

Swirl the whisky in the glass and sniff it cautiously.

If it is not too powerful get your nose right in the glass, and take a long 
slow breathe in. Not too deep, just enough to fully appreciate.

Different whiskies cause slightly different physical effects. Experts refer to 
phenomena such as 'nose prickle', or 'nose drying', or even 'nose burn'.

The basic characteristic aromas of the whisky will be present - you should 
tick them off.

Take further notes - once you have the basic details ticked off you may 
want to elaborate in the comments. You may have ticked "Fruit - Citric" 
and it may feel to you like Pear Drops, or Jam.

Continued inside back cover

The Palate
Take a generous sip, roll it over your tongue. First you want to register the 
'texture' of the whisky. It may be smooth and viscous, spirity and vaporous or 
astringent and dry.

Then you want to identify the primary tastes - the immediate flavours your 
tongue collects. There are only four: sweet, salty, sour and dry/bitter . Most 
whiskies will present a mixture of these flavours. Tick off the relevant boxes.

Take another sip, roll it over your tongue and around your mouth. What other 
flavours are there? Are they consistent with the whisky's aroma, or have new 
elements appeared? Note your impressions.

Tick all the basic flavours that you pick up on the Palate and add further 
description as needed in the comments field

The Finish
Once you have swallowed the whisky, does the taste linger? Is it Long, Medium 
or Short? Tick the relevant box on the Finish.

Are there any echoes of former tastes or aromas, or are there new ones? Is 
there any after-taste, pleasant or unpleasant?

Again, tick all the basic flavours that you pick up on the Finish and add further 
description as needed in the comments field

The Comments
You should have written in the comments the extra details you want to add 
about the Nose, Palate and Finish that is not covered or detailed enough by the 
tick boxes. Now you can also add the overall comments about how it all comes 
together, the price, the variation in batch etc.

The Score
Give it a score out of 100, most people split it across the three parts (Nose, Palate, 
Finish) and some add extra parts (Appearance, Overall, etc.). 
An example would be: Nose, Palate & Finish giving 35, 35 and 30 respectfully. 
As a guideline to check the total score you could use:

* 90 plus: WOW! The most amazing malts money can buy; absolutely legendary.
* 85-89: Excellent! This is the good stuff we crave, loved and appreciated.
* 80-84: Very Good! You really can't go wrong with these. Satisfaction guaranteed.
* 75-79: Better than average! Good but would only consider buying if on special offer.
* 70-74: Below average! Not the best but not something you would avoid either.
* 60-69: Not for me! Possibly acceptable mixed with coke?!?!
* 50-59: Avoid! Extreme caution recommended.
* Below 50: ARGHHHH! Not fit for human consumption.

Don’t forget to log onto theWhiskyReview.com and upload your notes
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