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THEME ESSAY TOPICS 
 GEOGRAPHY – 3 FEATURES AND HOW THEY INFLUENCED CULTURE/HISTORY OF A REGION 

  NATIONALISM – 1 COUNTRY OR REGION  

 CHANGE (IDEAS) – 2 INDIVIDUALS  

 INTELLECTUAL LIFE – 2 INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR WRITINGS  

 BELIEF SYSTEMS – 2 BELIEF SYSTEMS 

  HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS – 2 EXAMPLES  

 GEOGRAPHY – 2 FEATURES THAT HELPED OR HURT CULTURAL DIFFUSION  

 GEOGRAPHY – 2 EXAMPLES OF HOW HUMANS CHANGE THEIR ENVIRONMENT  

 BELIEF SYSTEMS – 2 BELIEF SYSTEMS  

 CHANGE – 2 NONPOLITICAL REVOLUTIONS  

 POLITICAL SYSTEMS – 2 DIFFERENT ONES  

 POLITICAL CHANGE – 2 EXAMPLES  

 HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS – 2 EXAMPLES  

 TRADE – 2 EXAMPLES  

 CONFLICT – 1 EXAMPLE  

 CHANGE – 2 LEADERS/PHILOSOPHERS/Individuals   

 MODERN GLOBAL PROBLEMS – 2 EXAMPLES 

  CHANGE – 2 POLITICAL EVENTS  

 ECONOMIC SYSTEMS – 1 EXAMPLE 

  TURNING POINTS – 2 EXAMPLES 

  NATIONALISM – DEFINITION AND 1 EXAMPLE  

 CONFLICT – 2 CONFLICTS 

  CHANGE – 1 POLITICAL REVOLUTION 

 



1.Change 

Changes have had significant and lasting impact on world 
history 

   

A. Neolithic Revolution 

B. Scientific Revolution 

C. Agrarian Revolution 

D. Industrial Revolution 

E. French Revolution 

F. Latin American Revolution 

G. Communist Revolution 

 

 





2. Turning Points 

Turning points have political, social and cultural 
impact 

 
A. Fall of the Roman Empire 

B. Crusades 

C. Renaissance 

D. Enlightenment 

E. Protestant Reformation 

F. Discovery of the Americas 

G. Collapse of Communism 

 

 





3. Belief Systems 

  Belief systems are the established, orderly ways in 
which groups look at religious faith 

A. Animism 

B. Judaism 

C. Christianity 

D. Islam 

E. Hinduism 

F. Buddhism 

G. Confucianism 

H. Taoism 

I. Legalism 

J. Shintoism 





4. Geography 
The national surroundings of the land have a significant 

impact on the cultures of the groups that live there 

A. River Valleys 

             -Ancient Civilizations 

B. Mountains 

             -Greek City-states 

             - Isolation of China 

C. Islands 

              -Japanese Expansion 

              -British Imperialism 

D. Natural Resources 

           -Gold/Salt Trade in Northern Africa 

           -British Imperialism 

           





5. Economic Systems 

Economic systems include various business systems that 
include all the times and ways that goods and services 
are produced and distributed 

 Traditional Economy 

 Manorialism 

 Mercantilism 

 Laissez-Faire Economics 

 Commercial Revolution 

 Capitalism 

 Communism 

 

 

 





6. Political Systems 

Political Systems address certain questions on the roles 
and responsibilities of government, 

A. Absolute Monarchy 

B. Feudalism 

C. Democracy 

D. Republic 

E. Totalitarianism 

F. Communism 

G. Fascism 

H. Militarism 

 





7. Culture and Intellectual Life 

Culture includes the patterns of human behavior that a 
society passes on to future generations 

A. Greek Civilization 

B. Roman Civilization 

C. Gupta Golden Age 

D. Islamic Golden Age 

E. Renaissance 

F. Mesoamerican Civilizations 

G. Enlightenment 

H. African Civilization 

 





8. Nationalism 

Nationalism is a feeling of pride and devotion to 

one’s country to one’s country 

A. German and Italian Unification 

B. Zionist Movement 

C. African Independence Movement 

D. Pre-World War I Conflicts 

E. Latin American Independence Movement 





9. Imperialism 

Imperialism is the domination by one country of the 

political and economic life of another country 

A. British in India 

B. European Involvement in Africa 

C. Meiji Restoration in Japan 

D. Pre-World War I Rivalries 

E. Mongol Empire 

F. Byzantine Empire 

G. Colonies in the Americas 





10. Diversity and Interdependence 

Diversity involves understanding and respecting 

oneself and others including cultural differences 

-Middle East 

-Greek Empire 

-Roman Empire 

-Muslim Differences 

-Indian Cultures 





11. Justice and Human Rights 

Throughout history, law codes have tried to create social 

order by establishing fair and just laws that promoted 

equality among its members 

             Justice                                       Human Rights 

A. Code of Hammurabi                           Violations 

B. English Bill of Rights                   A. Holocaust 

C. Twelve Tables of Roman Law      B. Yugoslavia 

D. Ten Commandments                    C. Rwanda 

 

 

 

 





12. Movement of People and Events 

Cultural Diffusion is the constant exchange of people, 

ideas, goods and technology from one civilization to 

another 

A. Muslim Influence in Africa 

B. Silk Road 

C. Crusades 

D. Bubonic Plague 

D. Irish Potato Famine 

E. Columbian Exchange 





13. Science and Technology 

Technology means the tools and methods used by 

people to get what they need and want 

A. Neolithic Revolution 

B. Invention of the Printing Press 

C. Scientific Revolution 

D. Advancements in Exploration 

E. Green Revolution 

 





14. Conflict 

Throughout history, conflict (violent and non-violent) has 
caused political, economic or cultural changes 

A. Crusades 

B. World War I 

C. World War II 

D. French Revolution 

E. Communist Revolutions 

F. Communist Expansion 

G. Cold War 

H. Arab-Israeli Conflict 

 





15. Modern Issues 

Today’s world is a web of connections and interactions 
causing both negative and positive changes 

A. Global Communication 

B. United Nations 

C. Environmental Cooperation 

D. Global Terrorism 

E. Global Migrations 

F. Nuclear Proliferation 

G. Green Revolution 

 

 




