Thesis Statement

WHAT IS IT?

In an essay, it declares what
you believe and what you
intend to prove.
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Qualities of a good thesis

It is an assertion, not a statement of
fact or observation.

Fact: Tuck Everlasting is a novel
about life, death and living forever.

Thesis: In the novel, Tuck
Everlasting, Natalie Babbitt uses the
element of water to demonstrate its
necessity in the life cycle by
incorporating water throughout the
novel.
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The thesis is the main idea, not the
title. It must be a complete
sentence or two that explain in
detail what you expect to discuss.
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Qualities of a good thesis

The thesis is the main idea, not the
title. It must be a complete
sentence or two that explain in
detail what you expect to discuss.

A TITLE: LIVING FOREVER

Thesis: The idea of living forever is an important
theme in Tuck Everlasting because the author uses
her characters, the Tucks, to stress the different
perspectives of this dilemma.
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Qualities of a good thesis

The thesis is narrow rather than
broad. If it is TOO broad it cannot
be supported.
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Qualities of a good thesis

The thesis is narrow rather than
broad. If it is TOO broad it cannot
be supported.

Broad: The Man in the Yellow suit is important to the
novel Tuck Everlasting.

Thesis: The Man in the Yellow suit is important to the
novel because his evil presence and plans for the
water stress the difference between the Tucks
protection of the water.
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Qualities of a good thesis

The thesis should have ONE main
point or assertion. More than one
point may be too difficult for the
reader to follow and the writer to
support..
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Qualities of a good thesis

The thesis should have ONE main
point or assertion. More than one
point may be too difficult for the

reader to follow and the writer to

support..

Multiple points: The themes of change and love are
both important themes in the novel, Tuck Everlasting.
WHY WOULD THIS BE DIFFICULT TO WRITE ABOUT
FROM AN ORGANIZATIONAL PERSPECTIVE?

Can you think how to correct it?
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How to Generate a Thesis
Statement
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How to Generate a Thesis
Statement
Did you answer the prompt?
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How to Generate a Thesis
Statement

Did you answer the prompt?

Did you take a POSITION that
someone could challenge or oppose?
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How to Generate a Thesis
Statement

Did you answer the prompt?

Did you take a POSITION that
someone could challenge or oppose?

Does your thesis pass the "SO WHAT

n
TEST7 If a reader’s response after reading your thesis is,
“So what?” then you need to clarify the statement.
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How to Generate a Thesis
Statement

Did you answer the prompt?

Did you take a POSITION that
someone could challenge or oppose?

Does your thesis pass the "SO WHAT

n
TEST7 If a reader’s response after reading your thesis is,
“So what?” then you need to clarify the statement.

Does your essay support the thesis

SpECiﬁca I |y? If your body paragraphs and evidence don't

support the thesis, you need to change something, either the
evidence or your thesis.
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HINTS

Many clear and engaging t
statements contain words
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“because”, "since”, “so’,
“unless”, and “however”,

Nesis
ke

though”,
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HINTS

Many clear and engaging thesis
statements contain words like
“because”, "since”, "so”, "although?,
“unless”, and “however”,

Be sure you can underline or find
something in your thesis that CAN be
proved. This will be your evidence/
examples for the body paragraphs.
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Forming a Thesis
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Forming a Thesis

Read the question.
Figure out your opinion.

Brainstorm to find 2-3 reasons to
support your opinion.

Form the thesis statement that
answers your question by restating
the question.

The two reasons/examples/details
should also be included in the thesis.
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Example

Try one that doesn’t have to do with Tuck Everlasting .
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Example

Try one that doesn’t have to do with Tuck Everlasting .

Should cell phones be allowed in
school?

On your paper brainstorm 2 reasons
why cell phones should or should not
be allowed at school.

Write your thesis statement
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Cell phones should be allowed in
school because REASON 1, REASON
2.
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Example- From Tuck
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Example- From Tuck

Winnie ‘s actions can be seen as
criminal. Was what Winnie did a

crime? Support your answer with
details from the novel.
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Example- From Tuck

Winnie ‘s actions can be seen as
criminal. Was what Winnie did a

crime? Support your answer with
details from the novel.

On your paper brainstorm 2-3 details
from the story that would support
your opinion.

Write your thesis statement.
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Winnie’s actions in helping Mae
escape may be criminal by the law
however her help in freeing Mae (ex.
1)helps keep the secret of the spring

and (ex.2.....)protects people from
the ability to live forever.
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How does Babbitt’'s use of irony in
Tuck Everlasting contribute to the
reader’s understanding of the plot?
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Tuck Everlasting contribute to the
reader’s understanding of the plot?

On your paper brainstorm 2-3
examples of irony in the novel and
think about why Babbitt added it.
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Example- From Tuck

How does Babbitt’'s use of irony in
Tuck Everlasting contribute to the
reader’s understanding of the plot?

On your paper brainstorm 2-3
examples of irony in the novel and
think about why Babbitt added it.

Write your thesis statement.
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Natalie Babbit uses irony in the novel
by showing ex.1 and ex.2 so that the
reader learns.....
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YOUR TURN

Choose an essay question.

Form an opinion. What will you
prove?

Find the support at least three
examples.

Create a thesis statement.
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