
 

 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased; listen to him.”   -Matthew 17:5 
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Dear Family of Faith, 

The story of Jesus’ “transfiguration” is more appropriately described by the technical term “theophany” that is, an appearance of 
God to an individual person. The Bible reports a number of theophanies, the most notable being those experienced by Moses (Ex 19-
20; 34) and Elijah (1 Kings 19:4-18). The appearance of God to Jesus reported by Mark includes elements that are common to all 
these accounts:  

(1) Mountain. The setting for the appearance is customarily a mountain (Mk 9:2b; Sinai for Moses; Horeb for Elijah).  

(2) Witnesses. Frequently there are “eyewitnesses” to the event (Mk 9:2a), though they may not see and hear exactly the same 
things experienced by the one to whom God is appearing. 

(3) Signs. The witnesses or the accounts report visible signs that the event is occurring. Jesus was “transfigured before them” (Mk 
9:2c); “his garments glistening, intensely white” (Mk 9:3a); “a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a 
voice” (Mk 9:7). 

(4) Shared experience. The witnesses sometimes share in the experience. Peter, James, and John see Moses and Elijah conversing 
with Jesus (Mk 9:4). 

“Lord God, help me to see you face to face as did Moses and Jesus and many other of your servants through the course of history 

even to this day.” It is not clear whether the disciples heard intelligible conversation between Jesus and the prophets, or whether 

they heard the statement of the heavenly voice. 

At the end, Jesus forbids them to tell what they had seen (Mk 9:9) but says nothing about what they had heard. Only Matthew (Mt 

17:9) calls the event a “vision.” 

Getting in touch with that Jewish reality helps us enter this Sunday's Gospel, which is full of symbol and gesture. Indeed, that particu-

lar “theophany” was more than even Peter, James, and John could fathom at the time. To the reader, if not to the inner three, clues 

to the meaning begin with Mark's reference to the interval of “six days,” recalling the six days Moses had spent in a cloud on Mount 

Sinai just before the heart of the Torah was revealed to him (Exod 24:16). Here, on another “high mountain,” Jesus is transfigured 

before their eyes, and those premiere exponents of the Law and the Prophets—Moses and Elijah—are seen to join him in conversa-

tion. Overcome with awe and fear, Peter volunteers to set up tents for the three of them. A misguided burst of hospitality? A desire 

to somehow “package” an astounding “talk-show”? 

Whatever the motive, Mark feels compelled to excuse the outburst (“He hardly knew what to say”) and the suggestion is ignored. 

Out of an overshadowing cloud comes the divine voice, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him” (Gospel). As if to illustrate the mean-

ing of these words, the figures of Moses and Elijah disappear and the disciples “no longer saw anyone but Jesus alone with 

them” (Mk 9:8). In other words, all that they had sought to hear in the revelation through the Law and the Prophets is now fully ac-

cessible in the person of Jesus, there with them. 

To ensure that we know what we are to listen for in Jesus, Mark has linked the Transfiguration firmly to what has just happened “six 

days” before—Jesus’ central teaching on discipleship: “Whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 

sake and that of the gospel will save it” (Mk 8:35). 

We can perhaps hear afresh this voice from the cloud. This voice calls not in grief but still in profound urgency, as if to say: “I have 

sent you Moses and the prophets and you have heard them poorly; now here's the fullness of my communication to you, Jesus, my 

Son. Hear him—not only his teaching but the whole story of his self-giving life, death, and resurrection. He is still with you. Follow 

him.” 

Ite Ad Joseph (Go to Joseph), 

 

 Fr. Marinello Saguin 



Querida Familia de Fe, 

AlLa historia de la "transfiguración" de Jesús se describe más apropiadamente por el término técnico "teofanía" es decir, una 

aparición de Dios a una persona individual. La Biblia reporta una serie de teofanías, siendo las más notables las experimentadas 

por Moisés (Ex 19-20; 34) y Elías (1 Reyes 19:4-18). La aparición de Dios a Jesús reportada por Marcos incluye elementos co-

munes a todos estos relatos: 

(1) Montaña. El ajuste para la apariencia es habitualmente una montaña (Mk 9:2b; Sinaí para Moisés; Horeb para Elías). 

(2) Testigos. Con frecuencia hay "testigos" del acontecimiento (Mc 9, 2a), aunque es posible que no vean y escuchen ex-

actamente las mismas cosas experimentadas por aquel a quien Dios está apareciendo. 

(3) Símbolos. Los testigos o los relatos informan de símbolos visibles de que el evento está ocurriendo. Jesús fue 

"transfigurado ante ellos" (Mc 9, 2c); "sus prendas brillantes, intensamente blancas" (Mc 9, 3a); "una nube los eclipsó, y de la 

nube vino una voz" (Mc 9, 7). 

(4) Experiencia compartida. Los testigos a veces comparten la experiencia. Pedro, Santiago y Juan ven a Moisés y Elías conver-

sando con Jesús (Mc 9, 4). 

  

"Señor Dios, ayúdame a verte cara a cara como moisés y Jesús y muchos otros de vuestros siervos a lo largo del curso de la histo-

ria hasta el día de hoy." No está claro si los discípulos escucharon una conversación inteligible entre Jesús y los profetas, o si es-

cucharon la declaración de la voz celestial. 

Al final, Jesús les prohíbe decir lo que habían visto (Mc 9, 9), pero no dice nada acerca de lo que habían oído. Sólo Mateo (Mt 

17:9) llama al evento una "visión". 

Ponernos en contacto con esa realidad judía nos ayuda a entrar en el Evangelio de este domingo, que está lleno de símbolo y 

gesto. De hecho, esa "teofanía" en particular era más que incluso Peter, James y John podían comprender en ese momento. Para 

el lector, si no a los tres internos, las pistas del significado comienzan con la referencia de Marcos al intervalo de "seis días", re-

cordando los seis días que Moisés había pasado en una nube en el monte Sinaí justo antes de que se le revelara el corazón de la 

Torá (Éxodo 24:16). Aquí, en otra "montaña alta", Jesús es transfigurado ante sus ojos, y se ve a los máximos exponentes de la 

Ley y los Profetas —Moisés y Elías— unirse a él en la conversación. Abrumado por el asombro y el miedo, Peter se ofrece como 

voluntario para instalar tiendas de campaña para los tres. ¿Una explosión equivocada de hospitalidad? ¿Un deseo de alguna 

manera de "empaquetar" un asombroso "talk-show"? 

Cualquiera que sea el motivo, Mark se siente obligado a excusar el arrebato ("Apenas sabía qué decir") y la sugerencia es ignora-

da. De una nube eclipsante sale la voz divina: "Este es mi Amado Hijo. Escúchalo" (Evangelio). Como para ilustrar el significado de 

estas palabras, las figuras de Moisés y Elías desaparecen y los discípulos "ya no vieron a nadie más que a Jesús solo con ellos" (Mc 

9, 8). En otras palabras, todo lo que habían tratado de escuchar en la revelación por medio de la Ley y los Profetas es ahora ple-

namente accesible en la persona de Jesús, allí con ellos. 

Para asegurarnos de que sabemos lo que debemos escuchar en Jesús, Marcos ha vinculado firmemente la Transfiguración a lo 

que acaba de suceder "seis días" antes— La enseñanza central de Jesús sobre el discipulado: "Quien desee salvar su vida la 

perderá, pero quien pierda su vida por mi bien y la del Evangelio la salvará" (Mc 8, 35). 

Tal vez podamos oír de nuevo esta voz desde la nube. Esta voz no llama al dolor, sino todavía con profunda urgencia, como a de-

cir: "Os he enviado a Moisés y a los profetas y los has oído mal; aquí está la plenitud de mi comunicación con ustedes, Jesús, mi 

Hijo. Escúchalo, no sólo su enseñanza, sino toda la historia de su vida, muerte y resurrección que se entregan a sí mismo. Todavía 

está contigo. Síguelo." 

 

Ite Ad Joseph (Ir a José), 

 Padre Marinello Saguin 
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 FOR UPDATES ON OUR PARISH EVENTS PLEASE FOLLOW ANY OF THESE LINKS LISTED BELOW: 

 PARA INFORMACIÓN DE LOS EVENTOS DE NUESTRA PARROQUIA SÍGANOS EN CUALQUIERA                     
DE ESTOS ENLACES A CONTINUACIÓN: 

         Facebook @OurLadyOfGraceEncino  Flocknotes: Text OLGRACE to 84576 

         Instagram @olgencino    Youtube @OurLadyofGraceEncino 

For Faith Direct donations please go to https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA771 or text an 

amount to the number listed below. 

UPDATES ON FR. TOM 

Fr. Tom sends his love to 

the his OLG family. He is 

now a lot more active,         

taking daily walks and is 

looking very healthy.  

We continue to send him 

our love and prayers on 

behalf of OLG Staff and 

Parish Community.  

† 

THE FIRESIDE FELLOWSHIP 

Finding a Better, More Meaningful Life 

“Believe in yourself. You are braver than you think, more 
talented than you know, and capable of more than you           

imagine.”—Roy T. Bennett, author (from The Light in the Heart) 

Confidence 

JOIN PARISHIONERS FROM YOUR HOME COMPUTER! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

March 3 – 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Each month The Fireside Fellowship addresses a universal 
topic from practical and spiritual perspectives. Our parishion-

ers are invited to safely attend this month’s discussion on 
Confidence from their home computers, tablets or cell phones. 

For contact and further info, visit us at: 
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Monday, March 2, 2021                                     
First: Dn 9:4b-10  
Psalm: 79:8, 9, 11 and 13  
Gospel: Lk 6:36-38  

Tuesday, March 3, 2021:                      
First: Is 1:10, 16-20  
Psalm: 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23  
Gospel: Mt 23:1-12  

Wednesday, March 4, 2021:                            
First: Jer 18:18-20              
Psalm: 31:5-6, 14, 15-16  
Gospel: Mt 20:17-28  

Thursday, March 5, 2021                 
First: Jer 17:5-10  
Psalm: 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6            
Gospel: Lk 16:19-31  

Friday, February 26, 2021                  
First: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a  
Psalm:  105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21                
Gospel: Mt 21:33-43, 45-46  

Saturday, February 27, 2021             
First: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20              
Psalm: 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12  
Gospel: Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  

Veronica Pomposa             
Pablo Godinez                          
Claire Mansour                                                                                                       
Mercedes Echegoyen                             
Jeff Kinzli                                                                                                
Aidan Bradley                               
Dawn Hopkins                        
Imelda Clark                  
Phillip Ribas                 
Maria Robles            
Dolores Casper        
Jose & Helen (YB)       
Allison Arahkn            
Franklin Moya            
Mariano Velazquez      

Susan Morales                
Paula Aguilar                      
Ed Ricard                        
Gary Thomas               
Patricia Branagan         
Phyllis Richardson        
Harolyn Matisoff              
Pat Borland                 
Rita Gentile                             
Julie Sianzon                
Yolanda Aburto      
Nelson Aburto             
Karo Dylanian               
Shereen Peer                 
Michael Peer                  

Grace Cihanowiz           
Renee Harbour               
Ma. Josefa Lopez                 
Angela Rostani             
Jose Luis Reyes Jr.     
Stephanie Rivas               
Angela Berry                 
Ruth Sorney              
Debbie Lane                 
Tony Mammo              
Tonya Fuentes          
Fuentes Family            
Mejia Family                      
Fr. Tom Feltz                    
Jasmin Reyes               

Jose Reyes Jr.               
Anne Nicholson              
Chrystal Pritchard          
Raymond Fabre             
Brianna Mantallana      
Jolli Sisante                  
Liz Knight                          
Lidia Jimenez   
Samantha Ramirez             
Corzo Family                      
Bobby Stillman                 
Robert Stillman 

Rubén Salagubang  

 

PRAYER REQUEST  FOR OUR BELOVED SICK 

U.S. Navy 

Andres L. Aguilera 

Jamila Habibullah  

Jake Schneider       
Emily Pomposo  

Jordan Arteaga            
Jeffrey Quintero 

U.S. Air Force 

Fernando Aguilera  

Marco Flores                    
Jorje Godina                           
Steve Hyath         

              

U.S. Marine Corps  

Manuel Arteaga 

David Arnold 

Christopher Castillo 

Andrew Barragan           
Monica Pagan 

Isaac Pezqueda     
                       
George Moreno Jr.        
Joshua Walton 

 

 

 

U.S.  Army 

Nicholas Lombard  

Heather Scheibe Pomer-
antz 

Brian Pomerantz 

Corey Raby 

Vincent Sanwo 

Ron Clemente  

Anthony Villwock  

George Moreno 

Phillip Ribas                        
Marc A. Monreal             

Helen Ballestas 

U.S. Coast Guard David 
Scates 

(LAFD) Brian Page                   

PRAYER REQUEST  FOR OUR MILITARY MEN  & WOMEN 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 

Daily Mass Readings   

Lecturas de la Semana 
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Mass Schedule /  

Horario de Misas 

Sunday / Domingo:  

8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00 am (Spanish) 

Saturday / Sabado:  

8:00 am and 4:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 

Weekdays: / Misa Matutina: 

 8:00 am (Parish Center) 

Eucharistic Adoration / 

Adoracion  Eucaristica  

Every Friday:  

Exposition of the  Blessed Sacrament  

after 8:00 am Mass   

(Parish Center Courtyard) 

Sacrament of Penance /  

Confesiones  

(Christmas & Lent times may change) 

  Friday:     5:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Saturday:   9:00 am to 10:00 am  

Contact the Parish Center to arrange for: 

Baptism  Marriages  Visits to the Sick  

Religious Education 

 New Parishioner Registrations 

Parish Office Hours /  

Horario de Oficina  

Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 

(Closed for lunch: 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm) 

Saturdays & Sundays: Closed 

Sabado y Domingo: Cerrado 

Second Sunday of Lent 

First Reading: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18  

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19  

Second Reading: Rom 8:31b-34  

Gospel: Mk 9:2-10  

Monday:        Leonarda Godina / Alberto Garcia 

Tuesday:        Suzette Barrow 

Wednesday:  Maria Ramos 

Thursday:       Maria Ramos 

Friday:             Fred Samaha 

Saturday:        Steven Moshy 

 

 Weekday Masses (Mon—Sat) at 8am are 

inside the church. Adoration continues 

at the parish center Chapel immediately 

after Mass Mon-Fri all day until 6pm. 

 Stations of the Cross daily after 8am 

Mass at the Prayer Chapel during Lent.   

 Parish Office remains closed to the    

public but is taking phone calls and 

emails during regular business hours. 

 Should you need to drop off any               

envelopes or mail for the parish staff 

please feel free to drop it off at the 

gray mail box located in the lawn area 

outside of our parish center front 

door. 

 

Mass Intentions for this week 

Schedule Updates 


