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PRELUDE   
 “Glorify Thy Name”  Donna Adkins, arr. Mark Hayes  Dorann Bartels   

 
WELCOME 
 

 
Please stand 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen 
 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen 
 
P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
 
By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
C:  Amen 
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GATHERING HYMN 
 

“God of Grace and God of Glory”  ELW #705 

 
Text:  Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969.  Music:  John Hughes, 1873-1932 

Text and Music Public Domain 

 
 
GREETING 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



 4 

KYRIE 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

L:  Let us pray, 
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your 
Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your 
Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes 
from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen 
 
 
 

WORD 
 

A Reading from Romans 
L:  26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 
to the will of God. 
28We know that all things work together for good for those who love 
God, who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he 
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foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up 
for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who 
will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is 
written, 
 "For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
 we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 8:26-39) 
 
L: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
P:  A Reading from St. Matthew 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord 
 
P:  31He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is 
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches." 
33He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of 
it was leavened." 
44The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has 
and buys that field. 
45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he 
had and bought it. 
47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 
sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, 
sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it 
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
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there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51Have you understood all this? They answered, "Yes." 52And he said to 
them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure 
what is new and what is old." 

 (Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52) 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you O Christ. 
  
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & “NOISY” OFFERING 

      Offering will be going to Habitat for Humanity  
 
 
SERMON   “Every Day Parables” 

Rev. Sylvia High Karlsson 
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Please stand 
SERMON SONG 

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”  ELW #488 

 
Text:  Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship. Music: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
All Rights Reserved. Text Used by Permission of One License #A-705218. Music Public Domain 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH 
L: Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true Church, whose 
holy faith let us now declare: 
 
C: We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power, and 
love, whose mercy is over all his works, and whose will is ever 
directed to his children’s good. 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, the gift of 
God’s unfailing grace, the ground of our hope, and the promise of 
our deliverance from sin and death. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence in our lives, 
whereby we are kept in constant remembrance of the truth of 
Christ, and find strength and help in time of need. 
 
We believe that this faith should show itself in service to Christ, as 
set forth in the example of our Lord, so that, from now to the end 
of time, the kingdom of God may come upon the earth, bringing 
peace to all people everywhere. Amen 
The Methodist Hymnal. © 1964, 1966 by Board of Publication of the Methodist Church, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 

(At the conclusion of each prayer) 

L:  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

 
P:  Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, 
trusting in the mercy of Christ Jesus. 
C:  Amen. 
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EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord using words such as, 
“Peace be with you.” 

 
 
Please be seated 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERING 
6:00  “Lord, Be Glorified”  Bob Kilpatrick, arr. Mark Hayes 

   Dorann Bartels 
 
8:45  “Come to Jesus”  Chris Rice 

   Maleah and Marissa Wright 
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Please stand 
Communion Assistants please come forward at this time. 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
“In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful” 

 
 

Text: Taize Community, based on Isaiah 12. Music: Jacques Berthier 
Text and music © 1986,1991 Les Presses de Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved.  Used by Permission of OneLicense #A-705218 

 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

L:  Merciful God, 
You open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. 
You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open 
our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through 
Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE: 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the 
resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 
And so, we praise your name and join the unending hymn: 

 
“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
C:  Christ has died. 
      Christ is risen. 
      Christ will come again. 
 
P:  O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
 
C:  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P:  Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 
C:  Come, Holy Spirit. 
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P:  With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P:  Everyone is invited and encouraged to come and share in this gift of 
love. Please let the Communion Assistant know if you want grape juice or a gluten-
free wafer.  Welcome to Christ’s table, the gifts of God for the people of 
God. 
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Please be seated  
    “Lamb of God” 
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COMMUNION MUSIC 
6:00 
                 

 
 
8:45 
  “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Robert Robinson 

    Maleah Wright 
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Please stand 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P:  “Table Grace”  (May the body and blood…) 
 
L:  Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread 
and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled 
again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of 
justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord 
forevermore.   
C: Amen 
 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
 
P:  May God, whose power working in us can do so much more than 
we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty 
God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen 
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 SENDING HYMN 
“Go My Children, with My Blessing”   ELW #543   

 
Text:  Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt, Music:  Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958. Text copyright 1983 Concordia Publishing House  Arr. 

Copyright Oxford University Press. Text & Arr. copyright © Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-705218  Used by permission. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
 “Jubilation”  James Denton  Dorann Bartels  
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First Lutheran Church ~ 3315 G Avenue ~ Kearney, NE 68847 
308-237-5544 ~ office@firstlutherankearney.org 

 
 

Rev. Sylvia High Karlsson, Senior Pastor for the Transition 
 
 

6:00  Amanda Lewis, Assisting Minister 
8:45  Tom Bosshardt, Assisting Minister 

11:00  Dana Ernst, Assisting Minister 
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