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Session Learning Targets: 
What community partnerships provide the biggest bang for your buck? 

What is the benefit of the partnerships for the district? Community? Children? Families?

How has Richland School district been proactive in their approach to partnerships?

How can you crack this nut in your district?  



Every year, 40% of children 
walk into kindergarten 
one-to-three years behind.

40%
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One in Three U.S. Children Lives in Poverty
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% of children living in households earning less than 60 percent of the median income



Impact of Poverty on Achievement
The achievement gap emerges by age two
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Source: Dr. Betty Hart and Dr. Todd Risley
Meaningful Differences in the Everyday Experience of Young American Children (1995) 



Summer Slide
Brian Williams Summer Slide Video

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=brian+williams+summer+slide+video&FORM=VIRE2#view=detail&mid=BC1987D2E22F0BE20D8DBC1987D2E22F0BE20D8D
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=brian+williams+summer+slide+video&FORM=VIRE2#view=detail&mid=BC1987D2E22F0BE20D8DBC1987D2E22F0BE20D8D


“Every dollar invested in early childhood education 
produces a 7-10% per annum return in better 

education, health, social, and economic outcomes.”

Early Learning Research

James Heckman, PhD

Nobel Laureate in Economics, 2000
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Responding to changing demographics
RSD has increased preschool opportunities  in the district through a   
variety of funding sources since 2007-2008

The target population has been students from low income families, 
and students who score in an at-risk range on a developmental 
screener (DIAL 3/ DIAL 4).

RSD currently has preschool sessions on every campus.  

Preschools are funded by BEA, Title I, Head Start, ECEAP, and 
Special Education dollars.



Inclusive Preschool 2014-15 to 2015-16
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2014-15 2015-16

Sped 34 50

BEA 40 52

Title 50 22

ECEAP 36 90

Head Start 46 60



Response to RSD’s Changing Demographics 
Partner’s for Early Learning Emerges

RSD invited the community to be a part of the solution

A group of volunteers gathered to focus their energies alongside 
RSD and formed an independent non-profit organization called 
Partners for Early Learning (PFEL)



Discuss at your table
What actions are occurring in your district/community to 
change school entry outcomes?  Where do you want to be 
one year from now?  Three years from now?  Five years 
from now?  

*Facilitated Table Talk 

*Share time



PFEL’s Mission and Direction
To ensure that all young children come to school with the skills and resources 

needed to succeed

To be responsive to the needs of early care and education professionals 
served by Richland schools



Partners for Early Learning Work

Educating Community 
Partners

Supporting Families
Offering Community 

Sponsored Professional 
Development



A Closer Look at PFEL Activities
Provides monthly meetings for early care and education professionals funded 
by community partners at no cost to participants



Website for Families and Caregivers



Parent Materials
Created parent materials aligned with WA State Early Learning and Development Guidelines



Readiness Data Takes a Dip

RSD data this year indicated more students coming to K with low 
skills

Families of Kindergarten students with low skills are being 
contacted individually to find out about their participation in early 
care and education programs

Data was collected and analyzed in partnership with WSU Tri-Cities 
to discover how RSD “missed” those children



Creating a District Wide Model
Month Topics

September Explain rationale for change, announce adoption of Creative Curriculum and 
Handwriting Without Tears

October An Overview of the Early Achievers Process (EA)

Preschool teachers attend WAEYC conference October 29-31st

November Introduction to the Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale, (ECERS), 
BEA teachers visit ECEAP classrooms

January Introduction to the Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS)

February Overview of Teaching Strategies GOLD

March Training on Observation and Documentation

April Ordering additional classroom materials to meet EA

May TBD



School Readiness in Your District
Discuss at your table groups:

What percentage of your kinders come to school ready?

What is your district doing about it?
http://makingadifferenceprek3.com/about.html

http://www.betterhighschools.org/default.asp

http://www.earlywarningsystems.org/

http://www.earlywarningsystems.org/resources-tools

http://makingadifferenceprek3.com/about.html
http://www.betterhighschools.org/default.asp
http://www.earlywarningsystems.org/
http://www.earlywarningsystems.org/resources-tools


Strengthening Schools Through 
Partnership

Partners for Early Learning

Action Team for Partnership

Communities In Schools



Action Team for Partnership  
Bridge between the initiatives



RSD Reaches Out

Last fall, RSD reached out to Communities In Schools (CIS) to 
provide additional supports for students at risk of school failure

Communities In Schools is a highly successful drop-out prevention 
program, providing students with academic and non-academic 
supports to ensure school success and prepare them for college and 
career. 



CIS Website/Video



How does CIS help young children?

CIS focuses on supporting families of P-5 students to ensure basic 
needs are met including food, clothing, shelter, access to medical 
care, mental health and behavioral support

They act as “connectors” between children/families and needed 
community resources



Communities in Schools (CIS) 
Marcus and Jefferson - Highlights

Mustang Market -
Marcus Whitman Elementary

RSD Site Coordinators Collaborating on a Communities 
in Schools Project for River’s Edge



Family Engagement in Your District
To what extent do your needy families see school as their first   

choice for linkage to other supportive organizations?  

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/PPP/2010/samplers_index.htm

http://www.communitiesinschools.org/



Additional RSD Partnerships 
Reading Foundation - Ready for Kindergarten!

Reach Out and Read

ESD123

Benton Franklin Early Learning Alliance 

Community-Minded Enterprises 

Department of Early Learning



Additional Community Partnerships
To what extent are you partnering with organizations in your 
community and nationally to create augmentative opportunities for 
your kinds who need it most?  

http://www.readyforkindergarten.org/

http://www.reachoutandread.org/

http://www.esd123.org/

http://www.readyforkindergarten.org/
http://www.reachoutandread.org/
http://www.esd123.org/


A Continuum of Services 

With PFEL to support early learning, 

RSD to provide high quality education to all students, 

ATP to support parent engagement, 

and CIS to facilitate student success,

we are demonstrating to our community

WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER!


